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inytheing the gospel in various parts
of his native country he
was absent nearly two years return-
ing home at the close of 1880 he
was for some time a membermerfiber of the
bishopric of the sixteenth ward
this city being counselor to bishop
predfred keslerkeeler and was released from
that position when he removed his
residence to the eighteenth ward
in the summer of 1888 mr cope
was elected alderman from the
third municipal precinct of this
city in the spring of 1886
and served in that capacity with
marked ability till 1888 he was at
the time of his death a member of
the board of directors of the lat
ter day saints college in this city

shortly after his arrival in utah
in 1869 brother cope accepted of an
engagement offered by hon john
WYayoungoung to work on a construction
contract on the utah central rail-
way

ball-
way acting as time keeper
commissariat and general agent
at one time the company was
in a straitened financial situation
and consequently was behind in the
payment of employedemp loyes A large
number of them at work between
here and ogden threatened to leave
in a body and feeling ran rather
high in the heat of the difficulty
brother cope appeared on the scene
and by his pacific and gentle de-
meanor combined with lucid ex-
planationsplanations at giving which he was
remarkably adroit the men agreed
to remain and a strike was by his in-
fluence averted

his ability in railroad matters
was so marked his fidelity to the
interests of his employers so unfail-
ing and his manners so engaging
that he kept on climbing from
one position to another from
timeioime keeper and commissariat
tot the chief clerkship station

rt agent and train dispatcher general
freight and passenger agent and
finally the important appointment
which be held at the time of his de-
mise

7 w general freight and passen-
ger agent of the utah division of
the union pacific railway this
appointment was a well merited
recognition of hisbig eminent capa-
city and unimpeachable character
many have held that in the matter
of working ability as a railroad man
he had no superior in Amamericaerm be
that as it may he was any way an
expert in that line of business his
mind waswaa remarkably adapted for it

in the innumerable differences
that arise between departments and
different divisions and lines he was
well nigh invincible rarely ever
fallingalling short of gaining the point he

desired to establish the reason for
this was that in the first place he
invariably aimed to be fair andaid
therefore always reached a conclu-
sion regarding the justice of a con-
troversytroversy the next part of the pro-
cess was to consider all the plausible
points that could be raised by the
other side he then set to work to
reason them out of existence con-
cluding by setting up in a strong
light his own points the general
result was that the other party sur-
rendered

mr cope was as gifted socially as
in business to know him was to
love him to say that his manner
was winning scarcely expresses it
sufficiently strong he had the
rare faculty of being able to decline
an unreasonable request made
of him in such a way as to
completely draw out the sting
of refusal As an incident in
cointa gentleman who asked a rail-
road favor which could not consist-
ently be accorded remarked when it
was declined why it is a pleasure
even to be refused a request by
you

mrs cope who is stricken with
grief at the demise of her husband
has been hisbis faithful and sole at-
tendant during his illness never
leaving his side to the last yester-
day he said he wished to leave the
sick room and go into the dining
apartment he did so and ap-
proachedproached the mantel shelf placed his
hands uponu pon it and gazed at the re-
flection of0 himself in the mirror
he then remarked my dear I1 am
going to die he seemed to have
hadbad a premonition of the approach
of the end for some time postpast he
had never manifested during
his life anyally special desire to
make money but of late
his mind seemed to take a
sudden bent in that direction be-
cause he wished as he expressed it
to pplacelace his family in a better posi-
tion financially he also informed
his wife that he would prefer to die
rather than live and be sickly as I1in
that condition there seemed to be no
special object in living because it
involved a cessation of usefulness
he expired peacefully without even
a tremor merely ceasing to breathe
as the noble spirit left its tenement
of clay his is the third death that
has occurred in the family in the
last four weeks two of his sisters
having passed away during that
time his death created a profound
sensation in railroad circles herehere
especially among his immediate
associates by whom he was held in
the highest esteem

he leaves besides his wife eight
children and one grandchildgrand child the
family are in the greatest distress at
the departure of oneom of the gentlest
of husbands and kindest of fathers
there will be much sympathy in
the community for them in their
bereavement

francis cope was a gem of a
man capable in his operations
strong in his religious faith just
in hisbig dealings broad in hisbig
sympathies gentle in his de-
portment and strong in his
convictions to which hebe was un-
falteringly true

the funeral service will be held
in the eighteenth ward chapel at
one on wednesday january
let 1890

IN MAORI LAND

we are enabled to present the fol-
lowing excerpt from a letter from
elder heber S cutler now on a
mission it is addressed to his
parents and relatives generally and
dated at taupo new zealand no-
vember 1889

this people have many peculiar
customs which appear very foolish
to us but they consider it would be
a disgrace to any of their tribe if
they were to give them up one
very peculiar ceremony they have is
the manner in which they mourn
over their dead As soon as a per-
son dies old or young the tribe all
gather together and have a cry the
duration of which is according to
the rank or standing of the deceased
sometimes they are quite long
when persons from one tribe visit
another tribe they always have a
cry if one of their number has died
since their previous visit it matters
not how long the person has been
dead if the tribe have not met since
the death they will first engage in
the cry and then extend greetings

during the last month brother
johnson has been with me consider-
able and the time has passed quite
pleasantlysa I1 also took a trip around
tauporaupo lake last week with the
chief of this place leaving here sat-
urday morning and returning wed-
nesday the trip was an interesting
one and I1 enjoyed it I1 had been
wanting to take this journey before
but did not have an opportunity I1
made the acquaintance of about one
hundred and twenty natives visit-
ing four villages and was treated
very kindly I1 had several talks
with them about the gospel they
invited me to bring one of the elders
over who could thoroughly explain
the principles in maori and I1t ex-
pect the president of this district
will pay them a visit the first of
next month

it was only last week that I1 saw
one of these ceremonies while on
my trip A death had occurred
since the chief hadbad last visited the
natives on the lake and I1 was not
allowed to say greetings till after the
cry which lasted about twenty
minutes the people who had lost


