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ing the Gospel in various parts
of his mative country. He
wra absent nearly two years, return-
ing home nt the close of 1880, He
wad for some time a member of the
Bishopric of tire Bixteenth Ward,
this city, being Counselor to Bishop
Fred. Kesler, and was released from
that position when he removed his
residence to the Eighteenth Ward,
in the summer of 1888. Mr. Cope
was elected alderman from the

third munpicipal precinet of thia!

city in the spring of 18886,
aud served in that eapacity with
marked ability ti1l 1888. He was at
the time of his death a member of
the Buard of Directors of the Lat-
ter-day Baints College in this city.

Shortly after his arrival in Utah
in 1882 Brother Cope accepted of un
engagement oflered by Hon. John
W.Young, to work on & construction
contract on the Utah Central Rall-
way, acting as time - keeper,
commissariat and general agent.
At one time the company was
in a straiteped financial situation
and consequently was behind in the
payment of employes. A large
number of them at work vetween
here and Ogden threatened to leave
in n bedy, and feeling ran rather
high. Inthe hent of the difficulty
Brother Cope appeared on the scene
aud by his pacifle and gentle de-
meanor, combined with lucid ex-
plapations, at giving which he was
remarkably adroit, the men agreed
to remaio aod a strike was by his in-
fluence averted.

His ability in railroad mntters
was go marked, his fidelity to the
{nterests of his employers so unfail-
ing and his manpers so engaging,
that he kept on climbing from
one position to another—from
time - keeper and commissarint
to the chief clerkship. station
agunt and train dispatcher, general
freight and passenger agent, and
finally the important appointment
whieh he held at the time of his de-
mise—General Freight and Passen-
ger Agent of the Utalh Division of
the Univn Pacific Railway, This
appointment was a  well-merited
recogoition of his eminent capa-
city and unimpeachable character.
Many have held that in the matter
of working ability as o raflrond man
he had no superior in America. Be
that as it may, he was any way anp
expert in that line of business. His
mind was remarkably adapted for 1t.

In the inpumerable differences
that arise between departmeunts and
different divislons and liner he was
well nigh iuvincible, rarely ever
falling short of gaining the point he

desired to establish. The reason for | He leaves besides .his wife, eight

this wns that in the first place he

Invariably aimed to be fair, and |

children and one grand-child. The
family are in the greatest distress at

therefore always reached a conclu-|the departure of one of the gentlest
sion regarding the justice of a con-|of husbands and kindest of fathers.
troversy. The next part of the pro- | There will be much sympathy in
cess was to coosider ali the plausible | the community for them in their

points that could be raised by the |

other side. He then set to work to
reason them out of existence, enn-
cluding by setting up in a strong
light his own points. The general
result was that the other party sur-
rendered.

Mr. Cope was as gifted socially as
in husiness, tc know him was to
love him. To say that his manner
was winning scarcely expresses it
sufficiently strong. ‘He had the
rare faculty of being able to decline

an unreasonable request made
of him in such a way as to
completely draw out the sting
of refusal. As an inocident in

point,n gentleman who asked a rail-
road favor which eould not consist-
ently be accorded,remarked when it
was deciined, *“Why, it is a pleasure
even to be refused a request by
you.*?

Mrs, Cope, who is stricken with
gtief at the demise of her husbaud,
has been his faithful and sole at-
teudapnt during his illuess, never
leaving his side to the last. Yester-
day he Biid he wished to leave the
sich room and go into the dining
apartmment. He did so and ap-
proached the mantelshelf, placed his
hands upon it, and gazed at the re-
flection of himself in the mirror,
He then remarked, “My dear, [ am
going to die.”” He seemed to have
had a premonitiou ot the approach
of the end for some time past. He

bereavement.

Francis Cope was a gem of a
man, e¢ipable in his operations,
strong in his religious faith, just

in his denlings, broad iu his
sympathies, gentle in  his de-
portment and strony inm  his
couvictions, to which he was un-

falteringly true.

The fuperal service will be held
in the Eighteeath Ward Chapel, at
one o’¢lock on Wednesday, Janoary
Ist, 1890.
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IN MAORI LAND.

We are enabled to present the fol-
lowing excerpt from a letter from
Elder Heber 8. Cutler, now on a
mission. It is addressed to his
parents and relatives generally, and
dated at Taupo, New Zealand, N»-
vember 27th, 1889:

This people have many peculinr
customs whiech appear very foolish
to us, but they consider it would be
a disgrace to any of their tribe if
fhey were to give them up. - One
very peculiar ceremony they have is
the manuer in which they mourn
over their dead. As soon asa per-
gon dies, old or young, the tribe all
ﬁat.her together and have a ery, the

vration of whieh is according to
the rank or standing of the deceased.
Bometimes they are quite long.
When persons from one (ribe visit
apother tribe, they always have a
ery if one of their number has died
since their previous visit. It matters
uot how long the person has been
dead; if thetribe have not metsince
the death they will first engage in

had  never manifested during | the ery and then extend greetinﬁ;;.

: i . desi During the Ilast menth Brother
his life any special eaire to} Johnson has been with me consider-
make money, but of late

hiz mind seemed to take a
sudden bhent fu that direction, be-
cause he wished, as he ex pressed it,
to place his family in a better posi-
tion finnneially. He also informed
his wife that he would prefer to die
rather than live and be siekly, as in
that condition there seemed to be no
special object in living, because it
involved a cessation of usefulness.
Heexpired peacefully, without even
a tremor, merely censiug to breathe,
as the noble spirit left its tenement
of clay. His is the third death that
has oceurred in the family in the
tast four mweeks, two of his sisters
having parsed away during that
time, His death created a profound
sensation io rallroad circles here,
egpecially among his immediate
assuciates, by whom he was held in
the highest eateem,

{able and the time has passed quite

pleasantly. I ulsotook a triparound
Taupoe Lake Inst week with the
chiet of this place, leaving here Bat-
urday morning and returning Wed-
oesday. The trip was an interesting
one amd I enjoyed it. I had Leen
wantiog to take this journey before
but did oot have au opportunity. I
made the acquaintance of about one
hupdred aod twenty natives, visit-
ing four villages and was treated
very kiudly. had eeveral talks
with them about the Gospel. They
invited me to bring oneof the Elders
over who could thoroughly explain
the principles in Maori, and I ex-
pect the President of this dlstriet
will pay them a visit the first of
next month.

It wasonly last wevk that I saw
one of these ceremonies while on
my trip. A death had occurred
since the chief had last visited the
oatives on the Lake, aud I was'not
allowed to say greetings till after the
ery, which lasted about twenty
minutes. The people who had fost



