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and his family we would take up the
scriptures here as well as elsewhere
and oft would they be astonished at
the completeness of our doctrine hav-
ing heard it perhaps for the first time

the lord is blessing us in our labors
few have already obeyed for all the
opposition and persecutions we hahavehaee
had at the first but as
I1 have said this is giving way a truth
will prevail

while at somerset county elder rich
and myself visited rockwood a small
village some ten miles south of som-
erset city in this village stands an
old habitation occupied for many years
by different families but now vacant
where our beloved prophet joseph once
preached to the peoplemople in those
parts we desired to visit this old
landmark as we were informed by re-
liable friends here that such did take
place haw many years since we could
not ascertain as those who were at
his preaching have now passed beyond
the old structure is in a pretty fair
condition now the foundation is of
stone while the upper part is of logs
hard wood and must be about

feet in dimensions how old or when
built we could not find out but it
certainly is over 80 year sas we found
parties in rockwood of that age who
were born not far off from there and
who well remember seeing the old
building when they were yet young
we were interested in this matter as
we aall11 love to hear of the early eeffortsaffoarts
eff our people especially of him who
was the instrument in the hands of
the lord in bringing about his mighty
purposes in thetae last dayddaya how
thankful we all ought to be that we
have thus been favored of the lord
to carry on the great work already es-
tablished and never more to be taken
from the earth but is to continue for-
ever

I1 have every reason to believe that
the eastern states mission is in most
excellent working condition every
dehasElElder has but one object in view that
Is to deliver the message the gos-
pel to the people many of the elders
are young in years yet are they strong
in the faith and willing to work put-
ting their trust in the lordyour brother

JOHN H DAVIS
Virgvirginiaints conference

goochlandGooch land va july 22 1898
I1 left my home as some perhaps will

xeremembermember on the day of july 1897
to fill a mission to the southern states
how distinctly do I1 remember the gloom
which pervaded my whole being upon
extending the farewell hand to my dear
friends and relatives to be gone the
lord only knows how long to labor
among a strange people in a strange
land attempting to teach them the
doepel of the lord jesus christ0icban which gave me some degree of

hopebope and in a measure dispelled the
glogloomomandand downcast feeling occasioned
toyby the natural surroundings and condi-
tions was the thought and belief thatI1 would be rewardedrewa ded for all the sacri-
fices I1 might be called upon to make
for the sake of the gospel of christthe spirit whispered go90 you haveteenbeen called by the voice of inspiration

upon one I1 remember my
fatherfa telling me to improve myself aeaI1 mayinay be called to fill a mission I1
often wish I1 had taken his advice in
this regard and prepared myself beforeit was too lateupon arriving in salt lake I1 im-mediately set to work viewing thesightseights of that fair city especially was
the jubilee interesting to me but a fewklaysdays had elapsed from the time I1 leftsalt lake city and dear utah till I1
found myself seated in the rosemoreRoa emore
hotel chattanooga tenn receiving my

place of assignment or in other words
I1 was being informed as to which would
be my future field of labor which
thank the lord was the state of vir-ginia one of the grandest fields in the
world

during my entire stop thus far I1 am
happy to say my health has been excel-
lent and that my labors have been of
the most pleasant character friends
have been raised up on every hand I1
have attempted to the best of my abil-
ity to spread the gospel seeds among
the good citizens of this land and my
efforts have not been in vain

my first experience in the field was
had in assisting elder ellsha brown of
draper utah in visiting among the
sabbath school organizations in differ-
ent parts of the state which was much
enjoyed chiefly because of its affording
us the opportunity of coming in con-
tact with the saints of the lord and
associating with them for it is anan
established fact that surroundingsurround ng thelatter day saints is a divine and more
hollowing influence than that possessed
by the world no matter how great the
love and friendship held out to us by
the world compared with that love ex-
tended by those who have been born of
the water and of the water and of the
spirit my heart rejoices when I1 can
contemplate the firmness and stability
of the mormonscormonsMormons scattered throughout
the world when I1 behold the oppo-
sition that is heaped upon them I1 am
led to believe them a god fearing peo-
ple who would do credit to any one of
our mormon settlements in the valleys
of the mountains

since being released from laboring in
the interests of the sabbath school I1
have been engaged in canvassing and
holding meetings in several counties of
the state the attempt is made by the
elders to hold long series of meetings in
every vicinity entered that all might
b thoroughly warned leaving them
without an excuse when they shall
stand before the bar of god to give an
account of the deeds done in the body
oft times churches and court houses
are opened to us but when we meet
with defeat we do the next best we
resort to private houses which are more
often opened unto us

I1 have ben laboring in the beautiful
Shenna doah valley for the last three
months we held two long series of
meetings

I1 have just recently been transferred
from the Shanna doah valley to gooch
land county near richmond where I1in connection with elder ruben hatchwill continue on in the good work un-
til our conference which convenes sep-
tember 3rdard and ath

the weather is very warm here in
the shade

your brother
JAMMJAMES WM DUFFIN

RETURNED

elders A S kienke and james W
vickers both of nepal juab county
returned sunday from the northern
states for which section the formerleft jan 25 1896 and the latter jan
10 1896 elders kienke and vickers
labored in the southern indiana con-
ference where they say church mattersmatter
are in a flourishing condition the for-
mer was clerk of the conference andspent the first two months of his mis-
sion in illinois both had health
and enjoyed themselves very much

elder georgegeorg T of payson
utah county returned sunday from the
southern states mission field eddeiwalde left home in september 1895 and
labored in the north alabama con-
ference which includes part of thestates ofi alabama and mississippi hehad a good time and good health andsays the conference is in a very grati-
fying condition

elder david W jeffs of
who departed for a mission to the Fbaatasern tennessee conference January 17
is home againagain having returned onieniy
ffewew days ago his health was g
most of the time though he buffeconsiderably at one time from an att-ack of typhoid fever mission workhe says is progressing nicely in aasern tennessee

elder john H glenn of the fourtotward this city returned monday tidinst from the southern atsart
mission field he left home jully
1895 and labored in south carocarolinawhere he reports conditions
for the spread of the gospel elelawglenn had good health enjoyed hisbors and is pleased to be home anagainelders joseph dunkley of
ida and james larsen ofutah returned tuesday from thasouth the former left homehoineI1 juneju neafie
1895 and the latter april 18 1898 boslaboring in tennessee where they teaport the work progressing eldadlamsensLarsens early return was occasionthrough illness

elder E D of nepalep 1 jubbucounty made a pleasant call on inews this tuesday morning hjing jutju returned from 9a mission tonorthern states he left home janijall11 1896 and presided over the sou
I1indianadlana conference for the pastyearsyeats the mission work of the 1ter day saint elders is rapidly hing fruit in that section the babaotathis year have already eclipsed
record of any previous year and mipromise of doing at a rate of fotourone before another year rolls azoarouhthere are 17 energetic elders in ttfield and all are enjoying good heau

elder R G archibald of pemb
A

idaho reached salt lake monday
his return from a mission to midMItennessee where he has been lablaborsince august 18961895 the prospectsectagood work in the future he sayavery bright

elder joseph W cotterell of irpara
ington returned saturday juarjulai
from a mission to hanover ge
elder cotterell left home on april H
1897 thus having been absent 0onelittle more than a year his eear
lease was authorized by tthe I1residency on account of the pro
condition of his mother who lafering from cancer in hanover 1

elder cotterell the elders hhagreat deal of freedom to preachpreaceitthe mission Is consequently in jcondition the only regret he eliienloid was when hebe said good athe elders left behind

elder george T webster ofjordan returned on saturday
16 from a mission to south alahe left home on october 8 uwigahas labored in the south auA
conference all the time the i

was in good order when he 1 tthe elders enjoying gogood
elder webster enjoyed hl
on his mission and foundfoun theto be very hospitable

the news had a pleasant S
thursday from elder albert C MW
son of the sixteenth ward this
who returned from the southern
on monday the dinst elder ison left home october 12 1895 an
labored in mississippi where toL
month she traveled among the 4
disseminating the principles otof t
pel after this he went into A
where he remained torfor I1
months then for nine montmonths
engaged in the office at chcha
and afterwards assisted toin OR
the georgia conference wherewhen h


