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and his family, We would take up the
Seriptures here as well as elsewhere,
and oft would they be astonished at
the completenesa of our doectrine, hav-
ing heard it perhaps for the first time,

The Lord is blessing us in our lahors;
few have already obeyed, for all the
cpposition and persecutlons we have
had here,especialy at the first, but, aa
I have sald, this Is giving way a truth
will prevall.

While at Somerset county Elder Rich
and myself vigited Rockwood, a small
village some fen miles south of Som-
érset (City. In this village stands an
old habitation (ocupled for many yearsa
by different familles, but now vacant)
where our beloved Prophet Joseph onee
preached to the people in those
parts. We deslred to wvisit this old
landmark, as we were Informed by re-
liable friends here that such dld take
place. How many years since we could
not ascertaln, as those who were at
his preaching have now paased beyond.
The old structure is in a pretty fair
condition now. The foundation s of
gtone while the upper part is of logs
(hard woody and must be about 22x16
feet in dimensions. How old, or when
built, we could not find out, but it
certainly is over 80 years,as we founi
parties in Rockwood of that age who
were born 'not far off from there and
who well remember seeing the old
buildilng when they were yet young.
We were Interested in this matter as
we all love to hear of the early efforts
of our people, especlally of him who
was! the instrument in the hands of
the Lord in bringing about His mighty
purposes in the last dayd  Iiow
thankful we all ought to be ‘that we
have thus been favored of the Lord
to carry on the great work already es-
tablished and never more to be taken
from the earth, but is to continue for-
eVEr,

I have every reason to belleve that
the Eastern States misston 18 in most
excellent working condltlon. Every
¥lder has but one-object in view, that
is to deliver the message, the Gos-
pel to the pcople. Many of the Elders
are young In years, yet are they strong
in the fajth and willing to work, put-
ting their trust in the Lord.

Your brothar,
JOHN H. DAVIS.

Yirginlas Conference.

Goochland, Va., July 22, 1898,

1 left my home as some perhaps will
remember on the 12th day of July, 1897,
to fitl a mission to the Southern SBtates.
How distinetly do I remember the gloom
which pervaded my whole bheing upon
extending the farewell hand to my dear
friends and relatives to be gone, the
Lord only knows, how long, to labor
among a strange people jn a strange
land, attempting to teach them the
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Chrlst.

That which gave me some degree of
hope and In a mearure dispelled the
gloom and downeast feeling oceasioned
by the natural surroundings and eond!-
‘tions, was the thought and belief that
I would be rewarded for all the sacri-
fices I might be ealled upon to make
for the sake of the Gospel of Christ.
The spirlt whispered “go,” you have
‘been called by the voice of insplration.

Upon one oceaslon I remember my
father telling me to Improve myself, u=
I may be called to A1l a mission. I
often wilsh I had taken hiz advice In
this regard and prepared myself before
It was too late.

Upon arriving in 8alt Lake I Im-
medlately set to work viewlng the
slghts of that fair city. Especlally was
‘the Jubilee interesting to me, But a few
days had clapsed from the time I left
Salt Yake Clty and dear Utah tifl I
found myself seated In the Rosemore

‘ hotel, Chattanooga, Tenn., recefving my

’place of agsignment, or In other words

I was belng Informed as to whieh would
tbe my future field of labkor, which,
| thanlx the L.ord, was the state of Vi]r-
zinia, one of the grandest flelds in the
| world,

During my entlre stop thus far, I am
! happy to say my health has been excel-
|lent, and that mY¥ labors have been of
| the most pleasant charaecter. Frilends
have been raised up on every hand. I
have attempted to the best of my abil-
ity to spread the Gospel seeds among
the good eitlzens of thls land, and my
efforts have not been in vain,

My first experience in the fleld was
had In assisting Flder Elisha Brown, of
Draper, Utah, In vleitlng among the
Sabbath school organizatlons in differ-
ent parts of the state, which was much
enjoyed, chlefly beecause of.its affording
us the opportunity of ecoming in con-
taet with the Baints of the Lord and
assoelafing with them, for it s an
established fact that surroundng the
Latter-day Saints is a divine and more
hollowing Influence than that possessed
by the world, no matter how great the
love and friendship held out to us by
the world, compared with that love ex-
tended by those who have been horn of
the water and of the water and of the
Spirit. My heart rejoices when I can
contemplate the firmness and stability
of the Mormons, scattered throughout
the world, When I behold the oppo-
sition that is heaped upon them I am
led to belleve them a God-fearing peo-
ple who would de credit to any one of
our Mormon gsettlements in the valleys
of the mountaina.

8lnce belng released from laboring In

{the interesis of the Sabbath school, I

have been engaged In eanvassing and
holding meetings In several counties of
the state, The attempt is made by the
Elders to hold long serles of meetings in
every vielnity entered, that all might
b thoroughly warned, leaving them
without an excuse when they shall
atand before the bar of God to give an
account of the deeds done in the body.
Oft times churches and court houses
are opened to us, but when we meet
with defeat we do the next best. We
resort to private houses, which are more
often opened unto us.

I have ben laboring In the beautiful
Shennadoah valley for the last three
months. We held two long series of
meetings.

I have just recently been transferred
from the Bhannadoah valley to Gooch-
land eounty, near Richmond, where I
in connection with Elder Ruben Hateh
will continue on In” the good work un-
tll our conferenee, which convenes Sep-
tember 3rd and 4th.

The weather is very warm here, 108 In
the shade.

Your Brother,
JAMES WM. DUFFIN.

RETURNED DJMISSIONRAIESN.

Elders A, 8. Kienke and James W.
Viekers, both of Neph!, Juab county,
returned Sunday from the Northern
States, for whieh section the former
left Jan. 25, 1896, and the latter Jan.
10, 1896. Elders Kienke and Vickers
labored in the Southern Indiana con-
ference where they say Church matters
are in a fNourishing condition. The for-
mer was clerk of the eonference and
spent the first two months of his mis-
slon in Illincis. Both had good health
and enjoyved themselves very much,

.Elder George T. Wride of Payson,
Utah county, returned S8unday from the
Southern 8tates misslon field. Eider
Wride left home in September, 1885, and
labored !n the North Alabama econ-
ference, whieh Ineludes part of the
states 51’ Alabama and Mississippi. He
had a good time and good health, and
says the conference is In a very gratl-
fying condltion.

—— —
Elder David W. Jeffs of 'Farming-ton
who departed for a mission to the Kaat.
ern Tennessee conferenceJanuary 17,1898
13 home again, having returped

: only a
fewv days ago. His health wag googd
most of the time, though he suffereg

considerably at one time from ap at-
taelk of typhoid fever. Missiop work
he says, is progressing nicely in East-
ern Tennessee,

Elder John H. Glenn of the Fourtp
ward, thls city, returned Monday, the
25th inst., from the Southern States
mission fleld. He left home July o7
1855, and labored In South Carolina,
where he reporta conditiong favorable
for the spread of the Gospel. mldep
Glenn had good health, enjoyed his 1a-
bors and is pleased to be home again

Elders Joseph Dunkley of Whitney,

Ida., and James Larsen of Moro

1
Utah, returned Tugsday fro L
South. Tune o8

The former left home Jupe 25
1895, and the latter April 18, 1398 both'
laboring in Tennessee, where the'y re
port the work progressing. Eidep
Larsen’s early return was occasloned
through lliness.

Elder E. D. Sorenson of Neph! Juab
eounty, made a pleasant pa)] ‘on the
“News' this (Tuesday) morning hav-
ing Juth returned from a mission to the
Northern States. He left home January
11, 1896, and presided over the Souther
Indiana_eonference for the pas| twg
years. The mission work of the Liat-
ter-day Salnt Elders s rapldly hegp.
Ing fruit in that section. The baptlsig
this year have already eclipsed the
record of any previous vear and give
promise of doing at a rate of foup to
one before another vear rollg around
There are 17 energetic Elders in thig
field and all are enjoving good healths

Elder R. G. Archibald of R
Idaho, reached Salt Lake Monﬁ’;‘;“';%
his return from a mission to Mlddle
Tennessee where he has been iaborin
since August, 1885. The prospepts foi
good work In the future, he 8ays, are
very bright. i

Elder Joseph W. Cotterel] o -
Ington returned Saturday, {153"{13
from a_mission to Hanover, Germany.
Elder Cotterell left home on Apri) 20,
I897, thus having been absent only a
litile more than a vear. HIs early re-
lease was authorized by the Pirat
regidency on account of the previgus
condition of his mother, who {5 gyt.
fering from cancer. In Hanove

r,
Elder Cotterell, the Eiders ha\fgy:.
great deal of freedom to preach and
the misslon is consequently In good

conditlon. The only regret he expert-
eniced was when he sald Eood-by to
the Elders left behind.

Elder George T. Webster of YWest
Jordan returned on Saturday, July
16, fromn a misslon io South Alabama,

He left home on October 8 1896, ang
has labored In the South Alabama
confercnce all the time. The mission
was [n good order when he left ang
the Elders wer enjoying good health,
Elder Webster enjoyed himself while
on his mission and found the people
to be very hospltable.

The “News” had a pleasant eall
Thursday from Bider Albert €. Matha-
son of the Sixteenth ward, this city,
who returned from the Southern States
cn Monday, the 25th inst. Elder Mathe-
son left home October 12, 1895, and first
labored in Misslssippi, where for =ix
months he traveled among the peaple
disseminating the prinelples of the Cos-
pel.  After this he went into Alabama
where he remained for fourteen
months; then for nine months he was
engaged In the office at Chattanoogsa,
and afterwards assisted in opening up
the Georgia conference where he tarried



