yearslast past, and within the Ter-
ritory of Utah for mrere than one
vear last past, nid that each of the
applicants s a man of good moral
ohiaraeter, attached to the prineiples
of the Coustitution of the United
Btates and wecll disposed to the
good order and happiness of the
patne. Theae facts not having been
disputed would entitle each of the
applicants to be admitted to citizen:
sbip but for the further fact that
ench of the applicants has stated
under ozath that he is a member in
good standing of the Church of
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or auy other courtof the Territory | to the fact that some of the mems
for a vigiatiou of the nptl-polygamy | bers who had pot lived in polygamy
laws, be ls defended by attorneys| would refoice that themanifeato Lipl
employed aud paid by the Churchy. | been issued; while others who had
It was furthershown atthathearing | lived up totheir belief would have
that there was a system of courts | a feeling of =orrow; and that for his
! within {he Chureh forthe determin- | part he thought the eonduct ‘of
ation of controversies between the |those who had lived up to their
memberd which assumed to exercise | faith was more to he commended
jndicial functions even to the extent | than those who had nof;”? or, in
of ten-dering money judgments anJd | other words, these who bad violated
annulling or :nodifying judgments the law as he himself had done

reudered hy the ¢ivil coutts, were more fo be commended than
It was held in that case that an
alien whe came Lo this country

those who had obeyed it.
By Mr. Ferguson—-Only one or

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Baints, | aud joins this ehurch-~an organiza- | two of these applicants swated that
comimonly called and kuown as the | tion whose whole history was oue|they had goutie through the endow-

Mormon Church,

A little over one year ago, while
sitting in the Third District Court,
at Balt Lake City,
and others mado appllention to be
admitted to citizeuship. Objection
was made because they were mem-
bers of the Mormon Chureh, which,
it was clauned by the objectors,
was a treasonable organization,
and a very elaborate aud extended
bearing was had as ¢ whether the
fact of membership in that erganiza-
tion should debar the applicant from
citizenship. Asa result of that lp-
vestigation the court held that those
applicants were nol entitled to Le-
cowe cilizens. The evidence in that
hearing established that the MMor-
moun Church regaired that its mem-
bers on receiving their endowments
il trhe endowment house should
take an oath that they would avenge
the blood of the Prophets, Joseph
and Hyrum Smith, upou the gov-
ernmoent and people off the Bnited
States, and that they svould enjoin
this sbligation upon their descent:-
ants until the third and fourth geu-

eration; and thai they would ubey-

the Priestbood of the Chuich in all
thingg, tenyporal as well as spiritual.
1t was shown also by the evidence,
which, however, was ulzo 1 matter
of wgeneral
*Church had systomatically, and
with ail the power and resources
at its command,opposed all the laws
passed by Congieas against poly-
gamy auwd other Kindred offenses
down to that time, and thitonpe-
mition consisted of everything thiat
was possible except open warlare
agaiust the government. If awem-
ber of thé chureh was convicted of
Boy of the offenses named in the
nnti-polygamy laws and senteneced
to prison, it was a comimon practice
for the other members to give him
a banquet before startingy to prison
and u reception o+ his reture. Un-
der iustructionsg from leaders of the
Church' these convicted of poly-
gamous oflenses almost invariably
refused to promise to obey the laws
of the United Btates, even whean
the court would otfer to suspend
sentence or immpoge & light punish.
ment if they would make such
promise; and this, tco, when the
Mormion leaders were proclaim-
ing, as at preseut, that they teach
their followers cbedience to the law.
It was also found that a “Oburch
fund’t had been raised for a nunibher
of years for the purpose of siding
thoss who viclated the lawsa to es-
cape punlshment, and ihiz ia now

racticed, and whenever n men-
Eer of the Chyreh is indicted in this

-

knowlesige, that the|

of opposition to the enforcement of
| the lnws of Congrers and of defiance |
of the government, 'was uot a fit

Uuited Slates, nud the applications |
'were denied. This rule was fol-
lowed by the courts of the Terri-;
{ tory doewn to within the Jast month
(orsix weeks. On the 24th day of
| Sept smber last, Wilford Woodruff,
iprosident of the Chureh, issued a
I manifesto it witich he denied there
{ bad heeit siny polygamous \narriages
i gelebrated in this Territory as hadl
been reported by the Utah com-

mission, and denied that he or the|
| teachers or elders of the Church

were Lleaching polygamy or euvl
couraging menitbers of tha Church

to contract polygamouns marriages, |
and stated that his advice to the

Latter-day Sainte was to refrain

from coniracling nny mavrisges for-

Lidden by thelaw of the laud,

Uyon the strength of this mani.
festg, | am advised that the courts ju ¢
the Firstaud Third districts of this!
Territory have, siuce it was issued,
admitted members of the Mormou
Chureh to citizenship. T regret
very tuuch that upon acareful study
of this manifesto I cannot agree
with this holding of those ¢ourts. I
am uuzble to see that It rernoves the
grouuds of the objection which for
the past year have heen deemed
sullicient to exelude alien members
of this Churels from citizenship.
| The mavifesto only advises the
| members not to contraet in the fu-|
Jture any marriages forbidden by the
| law of the land. 1t does not even
tadvige thoge members who are now
jliving iu polygamy to stop their
| polygamous praetices and Jive with-
| in the law. Lt sunounces no change

in the ioctrine or hLelief of the

| Church as to tire rightfulness of
| polygnmy, por does it advise or
order the discontinuabpee of the dis-
loyal oaths administered in the
endowment house.

By Barlow Ferzuson—Your honor,
dous not the ratification in the con-
ference say that they will obey the
laws of the land?

By Courl— No, tie ratjtication
could not extend anmy further than
the thiug ratified. It was simply o
vote iu the conference by a large
assembly of the members endorsing
the mauifesto. But even iu endovs-
ing the manifesto, Mr. George Q).

Canuvon, oue of the great lenders of
the Chureh, ans the principal-
spokeaman en that oreasion, was
reporled im 1ke public presa as FRy-
ing in his address, nsubstanee,thiat

ment house. .
By Conurt—Yes,and some of them
estified that they did vot belleve

John ¥. Moore | 2erson to Le made a citizen of the | in polygamy, and others—one or

swo—snid they did; but that they
had nut practiced it and did notiu-
tend to.

By Mr. Fergusou—Do you think
:hose who bave not been through the
endowment house should be refused
their natoralization?

Court-—1I think that = mig who
belongs {o a chureh that requires
bim to take an oath of lostility to
the government of which be sceks
to become a citizen, afthough he
has not yet taken the oath, stands
on the same footing as those who
have., He ought to give up his
church membershiip, for his at-
tempt to obtain the privileges
of citizenship, as the evidenee
taken in the cager referred
to in 8alt Lake showed that oue is
incompatible with the other, 1
have no doubt. there uare mnany
metubers of the Mormon Church
w ho, if they cou!ld be free from the
restraints which the Chureh places
arcuitd thew, would give expression
to a feeling of loyalty to the gov-
ernment; but outside of a few places
in the ‘I'erritory, where tire non-
Mormon element is strong, they
canoot afford to do auything not
sanctioned by the Church.

The so-called manifesto is very
artfully worded. The members are,
advised **to refrain from contractiug
any marrigges forhidden by the law
of the land.’? The only “law of the
land’? forbiddinug poiygamous mairi-
ages in this Territoty fis in the
acts of Congress. Ir Utah should
become na fState, these nets of
Congress would ro longer be in
for¢e here and polygamous marriage®
would not be eontrary to the Jaw of
the land,as far as Utah iseonceraed,
unless the Latter day Baints should
pass snch a law, which their past
bistory shows they wouli not {ikely
do; and then the advice of Wilford
Woodrufl’ against pulygamous nar-
riage would uo longerappty. I thiuk
this manifesto bears on jts face eon-
clusive evidence that it was oply
intended to serve a  temporary
purpoge. Wilford Woodrufl and
other leaders of the Church,
as well as the mwore humble uem-
bers, have in the past shown =a -
persistance in dlsobeyiug the Jawss
and Ip defying the governnieng -
unparalleled in this country. .Byjgs!
ham Young lived and died a mynst,
Aagrant violator of Lhe laws of thin
countyy. His eonecessor, Jolin.,

‘fwhile he emdorsed it himeelf under | Taylor, died wihile nnder indiot<
! the citcumsilaneen, yet he referred ! inent for A violation of the Inws



