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years last past and within the terr-
itory of utah for more thatthan one
year last past and that each of the
applicants is a man of good moral
character attached to the principles
of the constitution of the united
states and well disposed to the
good order and happiness of the
same these facts not having been
disputed would entitle each of the
applicants to be admitted to kitsz n
ship but for the further fact that
each of the applicants has stated
under oath that he is a member in
good standing of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints
commonly called and known as the
mormon church

A little over one year ago while
sitting in the third district court
at salt lake city john E moore
and others made application to be
admitted to citizenshipcitizens hip objection
was made because they were mem-
bers of the mormon church which
it was claimed by the objectors
was a treasonable organization
and a very elaborate and extended
hearingbearing was had as to whether the
fact of membership in that organiza-
tion should debar the applicant from
manshipcitancit ship As a result of that luin
vestigation the court held that those
applicants were not entitled to be-
come citizens the evidence in that
hearing established that the mor-
mon church required that its mem-
bers on receiving their endowments
in the endowment house should
take an oath that they would avenge
the blood of the prophets joseph
and hyrum smith upon the gov-
ernment and people of the united
states and that they would enjoinn
this obligation upon their descend-
ants until the third and fourth gen-
erationera tion and that they would obey
the priesthood of the church in all
things temporal as well as spiritual
it was shown also by the evidence
which however was also a matter
of general knowledge that the
church had systematically and
with all the power and resources
at its command opposed all the laws
passed by congressConcongigiessesa against poly

gamyamy and other kindred offoffensesanses
own to that time and

consisted of everything that
was possible except open warfare
against the government if a mem-
ber of the church was convicted of
any of the offenses named in the
anti polygamy laws and sentenced
to prison it was a common practice
for the other members to give him
a banquet before starting to prison
and a reception oio i his return un-
der instructions from leaders of the
church those convicted of poly-
gamous offenses almost jinvariably
refused to promise to obey the laws
of the united states even when
the court would otter to suspend
sentence or impose a light punish-
ment ifi they would make such
promise and this wotoo when the
mormon leaders were proclaim-
ing as at present that they teach
their followers obedience to the law
it wali also found that a church
fund had been raised for a number
of years for the purpose of aiding
those who violated the lawsawn to es-
cape punishment and this Isia now
practiced and whenever a meni-
er

mem-
er

mem-
berger otof the church is indicted in this

or auyany other court of the territory
for a violation of the anti polygamy
laws hebe is defended by attorneys
employed and paid by the church
it was further shown at that hearing
that there waswaa a system of courts
wiwithinth I1 n ttheh e Cchurchh uach for the determin-
ation

n-
ation of controversies between the
naena laera which assumed to exercise
judicial tsanctions even to the extent
of renrenderingjering money judgments and
annulling or modifying judgments
rendered by the civil courts

it waiwag held in that case that an
alieualien who came to this country
andaud joins this church an organiza-
tion whose whole history was one
of opposition to the enforcement of
the laws of congress and of defiance
of the government was not a fit
person to be made a citizen of the
united states and the applications
were denied this rule was fol-
lowed by the courts of the territ-
ory down to within the last month
or six weeks on the day of
Septseptemberniber last wilford woodruff
presidentprisident of the church issued a
manifesto in which he denied there
had been any polygamous marriages
celebrated inthisin this territory as had
been reported by the utah corncom
mission and denied that he or the
teachers or elders of the church
were teachingleaching polygamy or en-
couragingcou raging members of thothe church

I1 to contract polygamous marriages
I1 and stated that his advice to the
latter day saints was to refrain
from contracting any marriages for-
bidden by the law of the laud

upon the strength of this mani-
festo I1 am advised that the courts in
the first and third districts of this
territory have since it was issued
admitted members of the mormon
church to citizenship I1 regret
very much that upon a careful study
of this manifesto I1 cannot agree
with this holding of those courts I1
am unable to see that it removes the
grounds of the objection which for
tilethe past year have been deemed
sufficient to exclude alien members
of this church from citizenship
the manifesto only advises the
members not to contract in the fu
itirelure any marriages forbidden by the
law of the land it does not even
advise those members who are now
living in polygamy to stop ththeirair
polygamous practices and livejive with-
inn the law it antiannouncesounces no change
itin the doctrine or belief of the
church as to the rightfulnessrightfulnees of
polygamy nor does it advise or
order the discontinuance of the dis-
loyal oaths administered in the
endowment house

by barlow foronferguson your honor
dousdoes not thehie ratification in the con-
ference say thatchat they will obey the
laws of the land

by court no the ratification
could not extend any further than

I1 the thing ratified it was simply a
vote in the conference by a large
assembly of the members endorsing
the mulmanifestofesto but even in endors-
ing the manifesto mr georgegeoree Q
cannon one of the great leader of
the church an the principal
spokesmaneaman on eliatthat oc camonlon was
reported in the public presspresa as say-
ing

a
I1 ng I1inn bbisis addaddressress I1inn

while liehe endorsed it himself under
the circumstances yet liehe referred

to the fact that some of the melimem-
bers who had not lived in polygamy
would rejoice that the manifesto had
tweenbeen issued while others who hadbad
lived up to their belief would have
a feeling of sorrow and that for his
part he thought the conduct of
those who had lived up to their
faith was more to be commended
than those who had not or jnin
other words those who hadbad violated
the law as hebe himself bad doxiedone
were more to bsbe commended than
those who had obeyed it

by mrair ferguson only one or
two of these applicants statedslated that
they hadbad gone through the endow-
ment house

by court besand some of them
testified that they did not bellevebelieve
in polygamy and others one or
two said they did but that they
bad not practiced it and did not in
tend to

by mr fergusonFergusou do you think
those who have not been through the
endowment housebouse should be refused
their naturalizationnaturalisation

court I1 think that a minman who
belongs to a church that require
him to take an oath of hostility vjto
the government of which he seeks
to become a citizen although lie
has not yet taken the oath stands
onabeon the same footing asthoreas those who
have he ought to give up his
church membership for his at-
tempt to obtain the privilegesprivilegei
of citizenshipciti as the evidence
taken in the cases referred
to in salt lake showed that one is
incompatible with the other I1
have no doubt there are many
members of the mormon church
who if they could be free from the
restraints which the church places
around them would give expression
to a feeling of loyalty to the gov-
ernmentern mentmeni but outside of a few places
in the territory where the notinon
mormon element ifia strong thethey
cannot afford to do anything not
sanctioned by the church

the so called manifesto is very
artfully worded the members are
advised to refrain from contratticontractcontractingi ng
any marriages forbidden by the law
of the land the only law of the
land forbidding polygamous marmarri-
ages

ri
in this territory is in thisthe

acts of congress if utah should
become a state these acts of
congress would ro10 longer be in
force here and polygamousou is marriage
would not be contrary to the law of
the landas far as utah is conceconcernedraed
unless the latter day saints should
pass such a law which their past
history shows they would not likely
do and then the advice of wilford
woodruff against polygamous mar-
riage would no longer apply I1 think
this manifesto beersbears on Usits face con-
clusive evidence that it was only
intended to serve a temporary
purpose wilford woodruff and
other leaders of the church
as well as the more humble mem-
bers have in the past shown a
perspersistenceistance in disobeying the jaws
and in defying the government
unparalleled in this coucountry belg
ham young lived and died a rinat
flagrant violator of the laws of this
country his successorcessor johh
taylor died while under illif
anent for a violation of the laitilaw a


