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PRUUEEDI%GB OF CONGRESS.

On the 20th Jan. the Senate passed the In-
va'iil Pension bi'l.  Mr. Benjamin reported a
substitute for Mr. Mason’s bill, by which the
war-making power is conferred upon the Ex-
ecutive. The muin difference batween the sub-
slitute and the originel bill is, that the Precident
is by the former required 10 make an immediate
report to Congress of what he may do under
previous provisioris. After further discussion of
the Pacific Railrcad bill, the Senate adjourned.

In the House, the Committee on Mr. Sher-
man’s motion to investigate charges of corruption
in the Navy Department was announced.

Taking up the bill amending the Pre-emption
Laws, the House adopted Mr. Grow’s amend-
ment, prohibiting the exposure of public lands
for sale unless returns of the surveys therecf
shall have been made ten yesrs or more previous-
ly, and then rejected the bill by four majority.

Congress on the 21st was engsged upon the
private calendar.

Congress did little on the 224. The Senate
was not in session. The House, afier consider-
able objection, received resolutions in favor of a
pru;eclive tariff from the Legislature of Pennsyl-
vania,

On the 24th the Senaters from Pennsylvania
presented memorials from their constituents in
favor of ific duties. Mr. Slidell, from the

ommittee on Foreizn Affairs, made a long re-
port on the Thirty Million bill for Cuba, recom-
mending the purchage of that island immediately,
as ‘“‘a measure of economy, before the price be
raised.” Mzr. Mason, while expressing his sgree-
ment with the conclusions of the majorily
of the Committee, dissented from the pro-
position that it is the policy of this Govern-
ment to extend its dominions by eequisitions of
territory. M. Seward, representing the minor-
ity of the Committee, introduced a biil requesting
the President to transmit to Congress, at the com-
mencement of the next session, a statement of the
then relations between this country and Spsin,
and of the condition of the Treasury and the
Army and Navy. _.

The House refused to suspend the rules for the
purpose of devoling the first two days of Febru-
ary to the cowsideration of Territorial business,
as Mr, SBtepheas desired. A resolation limiting
the debats on private bills next Saturday to two
five-minute speeches on each side, was adopted,
A bill appropriating $10,000 to the payment of
wituesses befora luvestigating Committees, the
officer summoning them not to be allowad
more than ten cents a mile, was passed. The
residue of the morning session was devoted to
the eonsideration, in Committee, of the Coneular
and Diplomatic Appropriation bill. Some home-
truths were told, but no action was taken.  Mr.
Branch of North Carolina, from the 'Committee
on Foreign Affairz, reported the Thiity-Mil.ion
Cuba bill. In the evening session, Mr. Clark B.
Cochranespoke in favor of a Homestead bill, and
Mr. Davies of Mass. against the abolition of fish-
ing bounties, |

On the 25th, the Senate choze Mr, Fifzpatrick, |
Chairman pro tem.,during the necessary absen:e
of the Vice-President. Explanations and ingni-
nies followed, respecting the reports of the Ex-
ecutive session, which found their way into the
“pupers, and the important discovery was mode
of a room near the Senate Chamber, in which
were two black cats, half-sfarved, and holf-crazy.
The residue of the sdssion wes occupied with the
Pecific Railroad bill, Mr. Johnson, of Tennessee,
making a lengthened speech.

E

In the House, Mr. English reported adversely | ¥ _ |
I sk g b ki d support, and filling that portion with rock and

tfo the memorial of the Mount Vernon Associa-
tion, asking for the use of the franking privilege
—which memerial was finally tabled—and je-
ported a bill abolishing the franking privilege alto-
gether. ‘The Consular and Diplomatic Appro-
priation bill was discussed in Commitfee, A
salary of $7.500 was vofed to Mr. Townsend
Harris as Minister Recident at Japan. Some
Southern Members chafed at the appropiiation
for the return and support of the cargoes of
captured slavers.  Several memorials asking |
for the establishment' of new mail steam ship
lines were laid on the table.

On the 26th, in the House, a report was made |
adverse fo the bill permitiing creditors to sue the |
Government.in the Court of Claims. A bill was
reported to punish forgery of land warrants, A
joint® resolution, instructing the Government to
procure from foreign counities a modification of
their revenue systems in respect 'o American to-
bacco, with a view to the removel of present re-
strictions, was passed. The Homestead bill, in-
troduced by Mr. Kelsey of New York; was refer-
red to the Committee of the Whole. .Mr. Grow
urged the force of Gen. Jackson’s principle, that
the public lands should be dedicated to the use
“of actual settlers, and gave no'ice that he should
‘ask a vote to-day. The consideration of the
Consular and Diplomatic bill was resamed in
“Committee. The pending amendment, forbid-
ding the e iture for the support ard educa-
tion of recaptured Africans, wus rejected, Mr,
Crawford of Georgia then moved that the appro-

riations for this purpose be cut down from
§?5,000 to $45,000. An exciting debate followed.
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Washington----Behind the Curtain.

You would be amazed if you were behind
the curtain here, and became aware of the exé
tent to which partizan favorites and parasites
are allowed to plunder the treasury. Nearly
all the loud-mouthed politicians, who follow
President-making as a business, and who in-
dulge in speeches and indite articles for party
journals — are privileged dippers into the

, Treasury, in some form or other, generally in

the “contract way”—sometimes to very large |

ecome
. wealtby, and they all'would, did not their dis- | |
\ly sea is infancy-—[N. ¥. Post,

amounts, by which. many of them

gipated habits require every dollar they obtain.

'in the Treasury at Washington, and in the

THE DESERET NEWSE.

Pennsylvania, I regret tosay, has its full share
of these patriotic sharks, wLu, when they are
before the people, during a canvase, talk with
gsolemn faces about economy, retrenchment,
and a judicious administration of the goverr-
ment; but the moment they are victorious,
they prey upon the said government with the

WHAT SHALL THE END BE? |

We are fast approaching the convietion that
Congress is a superfluity, as we bad long since
settled in our minds that politicians a1e not the
most reliable of human beings.

The country is said to be divided into twogreat

voracity of vultures.—[ Ger. Tel.

Harp TimES AT THE NATIONAL AND STATE
Caprrars,—The comparative dearth of money |
State’s strong box at Albany, is likely to pros- |
trate many well grounded hopes of appropria-
tion for publie and private claims, and to send |
early away from attendance on the respective
legislative bodies many whose presence there
has been as regular, if. not quite as useful, as|
that of the rapresentatives of the people. In,
g}ain English, the times are hard, both at the |

ational and State Capitals, and money is not
to be had through the accustomed channel of!
congreseional or legislative appropriations.

Many nicely concocted schemes will be likely |

parties— Republican and Demociat, The success
of the former might be regarded a national calam-
ity, while that of the latter, as at present orgarniz-
ed, 18 by no means a national blescing, The
Government 1s now administered by the Demo-
cracy — a Demoeratic President — Democralic
House and Democratic Senate. Under their 1ule
illisi:edul:ed to poverty, and driven to borrow lor
a hivirg.

The Nation’s debt is enormous, and constant-
ly inereasing, with no steps teken for its reduc-
tion. The three leacing measures—if they may
be so called—of this ges. ion, as we learn from a
Democratic cotemporary, are the Pacific Railroad
—1he acqu'sition of Cuba—and the remodeline
of the Tariff. A ppearances indicate that nothing
efficient will be done with the latter, Spain defies

upon the Treasury be rejected this year, which
in flush times, with an overflowing Treasury,
would slide through with great ease and fa-
cility.—[ Jour. of Com., Jan. 20.

———— =

Wasuinegron Crry,—That Congress has
ever manifested a most paternal regard for the
inhabitants of the ‘“city of magvificent dis-
tances,” fully compensating them for their
want of representation in Congress, is shown
by a recent local paragraph in one of their pa-
pera. It appears that since Washington City
was established as the capital, Congress has
expended upon it the enormous sum of twenty-
five million seven hundred and fifteen thousand
five hundred and fifty-two dollarg!
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to fail; and perbaps some worthy demands

'us to obfain Cuba, the brightest but also the last
Jewel remaining in the crown of her former
grandeur, and the Senate hes ¢ff ctually put a
quictus on the Pacific Railroad project.

If the present Demceratic powers are to do
anything for the good of the counl!ry, the period
has ariived when they shoull make a beginning.

[7p 1o this time, they have bored the country
with long and windy harangues, misruled the
people, ignored their true interests, and been
equally lavish with their promises of economy,
and their expenditures of money. IF, therefore,
nought of good and much of evil be the result of

their acts of omission and commiszion, it is diffi- |

cult to see how the Democreey wili be able to
render an account of their present stewardship to

Unzawrvr Carrings Pursvep 1IN New |
York.—The New York Herald presents the|
following statistics, exhibiting the amount of |
vice at present existing in that metropolis: [

Money |
No. of Persons made |
Ehops, & engaged anndly |

Ticket Swindfling' - = = 9 27T  §145000

Mock Auctions - - - - 12 100 GOLOCD

Lottery Dealers - imy o 36 110 1,000,000

Policy Dealers « = = = = 450 2.000 3,600,000 ,
Gambling Hells - - - 75 305

Tow Houses of Prostitution - 225 3.000 3,000,000/
Bogus Hotels - - = 4 10 10,060

Fortune Tellers ., - = - 926 25 26,000

Obecene Publishers - - . .s 20.000

Street Prostitures - - - .. OO0 500,000

Runners for above Inefifutions 300 300,000
Professional Street Beggars - e 220 60,000 |

4,000 7,000 4.000.000 |

[ow (iroggeries |

S

Total

By the above statistics it will be seen that |
the estimated average receipt of persons en- |
gaged in the various walks of vice and minor
crimes ig nearly $1 000 a year each, It thia‘
be thought too high, and the half were esti-|
mated.to be afair average, it wounld make the
amount of depredationggf these classes of per-
sons (which does not inelude burglars, eoun-
terfeiters, shop-lifters, &c.,) equal to over six

millions of dollars annually.

-

Fossi. Trees v taE Barrimorr Coar
Mines.—0On Wednesday last we saw one of
the greatest natural curiosities of the coal field,

\while attending esome ladies on a visit to the

Baltimore coal mines, near the borough. It
willbe remembered that ten or twelve acres
of themine which had been worked fell in a
ear ot fwo ago, crushing the pillars left for

slate from e roof. Through these masses of
rock the superintendent of the mines, Mr. Fred-
erick Landmesser,has explored and discovered
the remains of a forest of trees which had
been embedded in the slate rock above the
large vein, fragments of which, by the fall
ha.g been detached, and now lie in confusion;
stumps, roots, limbs, and impressions of bark,
in the mine.

Amoang the curiosities are two huge stumps
as perfect as if just drawn fram the earth by
a stump machine, the roots cut off where they

ir g as if the bark had been taken off while
the sap was running. In the rock above can

stumps have fallen, and in unelplace thehody
of the tree protrudes, the snrface presentiyg
the impression of bark.—[ Wilkesbarre (Pa.)
Record. |

-

tothe Legislature, makes the following refer-
ence tothe Bellingham Bay coal mines:

The coal veins of Bellingham Bay are the only
ones which have been worked to any extent,
and their resources have been recently more
| fully developed; a shaft has been sunk to the
depih of 500 feet, and coal bearing a fair com-
parison with the best English coals procured,
The thickness of the vein is 25 feet, and the
quality semi-bituminous. The analysis of the
Superintendent gives—

Carbonesses -+ 70

Volatile matter «céceve...23 &

' AE]’]PB S sane BEBaEn sEEEew 7 <
In order more fuily to develop this great in-
terest, and as a matter of convenience to such
of our steam vesseis of war as may cruise in
these waters, I will snggest, as a subject of
memorial, the establishment by the United
States of a coal depot within our waters, simi-
lar to what they have maintained in -other
parts of the world, at which a certain number

per cent.

had entered the ground, and tlie surface look- |

be traced the ends of the logs from Which the|

Coarn oN TH® Pacirre. — Gov. Mason, nf|
Washington Territory, in his recent message 0 on &@8.usual. If he die in the inteiim,it is suf-

of tons should always be kept on hand.

: - = ol ol == #
‘Marive? Axioms.—The ocean of Love is
not always a Pacific ocean. The most squal-

to the people in 1860, Having control of the
Governmend.if they do not admiiister it properly,
they must expret defeat to follow fast in the foot-
steps of thedr nnbecilily,—[The West.

e e mas

CovoressioNaLl Grikr.—Some of the news-
papers are criticising the enlngies recently deliver-
ed 1n Congress on the death of one of the mem-
bers during the summer recese. The rhetoric
was of the most dolorous kind, and if the
speakers were 10 be believed, the nation is deing
nethmg but wri ging tears from eotton handlker-
chiefs over the deceased member’s body, which
had probably been interred for months before all
this great griel found its proper conduit.

A'lamentable spectacle is a cougrestional body
in tears, and its grief rises withits eloquence. It
is not svfficient that one member recounts the
publie virtues of the deceased S8mith or Brown.
His words serve to open the floodeates of con-

C

fore the mght cets in,

-

exception of & small space immediately in front of
a cro:s p'ece of wood, upon which the ball of the
foot resis. The stioes used by women are smaller
than those used by the men, and of a different
shape. The feet of the person using the thoes
are incased in'moccasins of buckskin, sufficiently
large to admit three or four thicknesses o! blanket.
Ths blauket is used not ouly to keep the fect
warm, but also to prevent the toes from being
chafed by the stiings of bucktkin which ure
passed over them, and by which the shoes are
fastened to the feet.

The dog traius used are made of a flat board
about an inch in thickness, ten inches in width,
and from s'x to ten and twelve feet in length,
and are furped up in front. At each side of the
train a rope is fastened, ranning the whole lengih
of it, and a ““truin cloth” of canves is used, con-
siderably larger than the train. ‘The aiticles to
be curried are placed on the cloth, from one end
of the irain te the other. The cloth is then
wrapped over them, and luced up by means of a
string passit g under the ropes at the side.

For a iramp the edibles carried are, usually—
some flour, pilot bread, salt petk, tea and sugar,
and cooking utensils, a tin kettle and a fryisg
pan. The food for the dogs is generslly tallow
and corn meal. The bed clothes are a sirgle
blanket to each man, Indians or half breeds are
employed as guides and assistants during a
lramp.

Imagine a white man and an Indian about
starting on a “tramp™ of three or four hundred
miles, through a forest unfreguented by all living
beings except wild birds and suimals. The pro-
visions are pucked vpon the trzin, the dogs are
harressed to it, one ahead of the other, to the
number of four or five. The Indian takes the
lead, with his snow shoes, the dogs' follow with
the train, and the “pale face” brings up their
rear, with yells to the doga in fiont of him.
Tramp, tramp, tramp, until noon, when a halt is
made; the train is unracked, the kettle, tea and
sugar is produced, a fue lighted, and, after taking
a cup of tea, the word 1s given and again the

'tramp commences. The party makes another

halt in time to prepare the camping ground be-
Thre dogs are leit stand~
irg in their haruess, the Indian takes the axe aud

cuits enough fuel 1o last till morving, the whi'e

man uses a snow shoe for a shovel and clears
away the snow until the ground is reached. A

sheller 18 then Built over the cleared space, of

peles covered with evergreen boughs. - The fiort
of the ““wigwam’” is lelt open, and the ground
covered with hemlock boughs. Immediately
opposite the front a rousing log fire is built, the

dogs unharnessed, and the supper prepared.

The supper 18 composed of a cup of tea, some

_ , \- | pork cooked in the frying pan and some flour
13,608 $12,671,000 gressional wo, and very soon the whole bady is | canked in Ane

tat leit from the pork. After sup-

issolved in tears, Jones mentions whata public | per the pipes aud tobacco are produced, and the

patriot the deceased was, and he sobs sadly over | white mon smokes in the frort of the fire; while
the thought that puhlil: virtne will henceforth be | (he Indian cooks the supper of corn and tallow for
unable 1o sustain 1sell with snch an example re- | the dogs in the same kettle in which the tea had

moved from beforeit. Trompson takes ap the
lamentation, and he sees all natare weeping in
concert with their sorrowe. QOue member is too

'big with grief for werds. and so he inflicts his
'assumed sorrow for an' hour upon his fellow

[ |
L]
| |

merbers. Oné heart is breaking wilh its burden,
ond another is o Ffull that the teais, singularly
enough under the circumstances, absclutely re-
fuse 1o flow.

With all this stream of public sorrow there is
mingled a ludicrous and mawkish sentiment,
tricked out in hyperbolical fizures of speecti and
exaggerated phraseology, that show the insinceri-
ty of the performance, which usually winds np

{with an adjournment for afew days, to enable

the prostrated wisdom o! the nation
composure and ils spirite,

There might be some exense for this tremend-
ous outpouring of sorrow, upon any sudden be.
reavement in the midst of the session. Butwhen
we find, at the operirg of neaily every session,
the same scenes enacted for all who had died in
the mterim~—old griefs renewed which had been
forgotten for months by those most nearly allied
to the deceased, or if not forgotten, nurtured in
secret as things too sacred to be opened to the
public gyze~—~the performanee becomes not only
supremely ridiculous but extravagantly expensive,
All this public sorrow has to flow through the
telegraph wires, at a cost to the newspapers of
the eountry of thousands of dollars.  The public
business hus also to be stopped for davs, till the
members have had their cry out; while the entire
public are langhing at the folly of the exhibition.
Why not exercise a little common ®ense in this

10 recover 1's

‘matier?  When a member dies during the session,

t another allade to it in tecoming terms, and
theri let the matter drop, and the punlic business

ficient that his friends know the melancholy fact,
without anvsarcing it with “windy suspiations
of forced bveath,” in the public assembly of the
natmm——[l’hilaé\l;;hia Ledger,
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Traveling in'the “‘Far West.”

One portion of the United Statesand Canada,

lying west and north of Michigin,naﬂed the,

‘“Upper Peninsuia,” is entirely shut out from the
rest of the world during the winter months. The
Detroit Advertiser publishes aninteresting des-
cription of the mode of travelicg during thet
period :—

The mails are earried by Indians and half
breeds, when the traveling is gbod, on their hacks,
and when it is bad, by dog trains.

The snow falls to a depth of from two to five
or six feet. The snow-shoes used by the men

are about eight or ten inches in width, and from' they have suffered 1

two and a half to four and & half feet in length.
They are flat, and are made of a bow of maple
‘wood, round at the toe and coming to a point at
the heel, where the ends are fastened by thong:
of raw deer skin. The space is filled by = lace

been made bul a few minutes before. After being
gatisfied with his ‘‘smoke,” the pale face and

[udian wrap their blankers around them, and lay
down side by side on the hemlock bonghs, with
their feet Lo the firg, and sleep as sweelly and as
soundly as “e’er did kirg wpon the richest
damask.”?

In the morning, belore day, the Indian pre-

pares the breakfast, which is eaten and the travel-
ers ogain move on. The dogs are fed but once a
'day, avd the reason is, they travel much betier.
' A distance of thirty miles per day is traveled with
ease by those accustoined to the use of snow
shoes,  When, toward Spiing, the days become
 longer and the sun hotter, the traveling i3 doue
at night, and the resting and sleeping by day.
; The veteran Indian *‘snow-shoer” will never
drink water, or eat snow, during the time hLe is
on liz Journey; as he says it makes him *very
much weak.”” The Indians and hall-breeds, on
coming in {rom a long journey, on their arrival at
their place of destination, will, if night is near and
a dance is 1n prospect, stay about until the ball
beging, go to it,and danvce until daylight. +We
have known of parties of young men putting on
their spow-shoes on Cliistmas moruing, walking
thirty miles to a ball, daneing all night, and theu
walking a distance of twelve miles to breakfast.

We have in our wind one of the most wonder -
ful feats of pedestiianism wlieh, if it were not
well substantiated, would be diffienit of belief. It
took place a number of years zgo. Mr. Sehool-

craft, residing at Sault St. Marie, wished to send
an express 10 Elaﬂkinnt, distapt by the trail about
seventy-five miles. He sent fuor a half breed
called La Branch, and told him that he must go
' to Mackinace, and that he must start at 120’clock,
| M., that day. La Branch objected, as there wus
' to be a ball wr the evening ef tiie next day.
Schooleraft 1efd him that he must go, and that as
he wanted (o attend the bally if he was back from
Muackiiac, by 10 o’clock the next evening, he
would give him twenty dollars extra pay. At 12
o’clock he started, and the next day at 10 p.m.,
appeared again, huving gouethe whole distance
— 50 miles—in 34 hours. After receiving the
romised twenty dollars, he said “he could bave
en in by 8 o'clock, but he waited two hours on
the hill back of the town, for fear that he might
get in ahead of time, and lose his money.””  After
leaving Mr. Schooleraft’s store, I.a Branch went
to the ball, and tripped the moccesined toe until
daylight. A & ~

RerupraTion 1n Wisconsin —DMagss meet-
ings were being held in several counties of
Wisconsin, and the tax payers have entered a
solemn protest against paying any more faxes.
They say that the legislature has been “un-
reasonably extravagant and prodigal”—that

_ Ea burdens impesed upon
themn long enough—have wanted the comforts

‘work of raw deer or moose skin strings, with the

| year—and maybe none hereafter.

of life, and let their children go ragged and
untaught long ennugh;t Ihp{
golved “to pay no part of any t:

county, urptﬁwn, I:mw é’lﬂmdﬂi?;’

either state,

L <

therefore re--

n,*ﬂ ﬁtﬁhll



