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IiIII Jensens Travels
LETTER NO Illl

Sunday March let We attended
three general meetings one Gospel

4 scttool and a Priesthood meeting with

Ihe Saints on Takaroa We also par-

took ol the Sacrament using sprouting
tocoanut meat Instead of bread and
cocoanut null Instead of wine or water

I The Saints In this mission are great
nesting goer In most of the branches
they hold three central rretllnp1 and a

I Gospel school evety Sunday 1 he ten
nil meetings ate usually commenced
I and lo am and 3 p m Then Gos-

pel schools Ire held again Monday eve-

nings testimony meetings and Gospel
I schools Tuesday afternoonr and evenings

general treellngt and Gospel schools on
I Wednesday sisters meetings on Thurs

day afternoons and Gospel schools Ill
stay afternoons and evenings TIle
Elders have tiled to cut sloan the num-

ber of meetings but the natives object
It having become an old habit wIlls Ihem

to hold meetings end ichools In that
order The exercises In Ilia Gospel
schools generally consist In questions

fl and answers on Gospel subjects llible
and Church history etc The ore con-

ducting the school gives the questions
out to Ihe several students on a prev inus

ichool to to answered In the nut
These tchoot are generally Interesting
and lively as they stimulate the minds
snJ energies ol the natives who are very

inilous tacxcclln giving correct ans-

wers The Elders Iron Zion whenever
they aro present usually conduct these
schools

Monday March 2nd We spent most
of the dy culling hIstorIcal itetns from

some natlveLepl books but they cots

alee oDly a vcryliillc which could be
ol any use to us whatever As Ihe
ichooner lllllnul one ol llrother-
Mapuktt vessels IIs shout to start lor
Tahiti I dtcldeU to avail micll of the
opportunity of returning with It and
Jclegile the remainder of my historical

labors to Elder Cutler I had learned
that If itid not take advantage of this
chance might be compelled lo stay tin
the luimotu Islands tar months and
itlll nut be able lo visit many ol tIle I

f

It
lands The natives were making prepar-
ations alt day lor going milde into

I the lagoon 110 lnh lor mother of pearl
Ihclli-

I On the lagoon side of the reef are
caverns and cavities In which the large
pearl oyttert breed Attached to the
rock by their powerful beard at depths
ol tine to hfietn fathoms they adhere so
Grinly that a tout kmle is often needed
to sever their holdl The pearl shell Is

tacIt valuible and occasionally a rich

pearl Isfund within That lor which her
Majesty Jiieen Victoria ol Englandl II

laid to bate maid 6mm pounds sterling
lo Storr and Mortimeri cameltont one of

the uamolu lajoons
The Aliel records of Spanish ecu

Quest In the Iacihcare connicied uiili
hut leant Islands In the Hay 01 Ianam

I

In 1517 only tour years after fJdlalboa
first sighted the grealnea 1ouce DeLeon
caused limber lo be carried acrois the
Isthmus ol Iananu antI built A small
craft with ulilchlo nuke the conquest
ol tile Pearl hlandj The natives were
cruelly trcalid unit orceil to give up
hoo ounces ol pearls found In their rio
teuton They were lunher ordered to
payayeatly trlbulcoftheiimequimliy-
Ol course this payment was IImpossible
as those hound In thick pojseitiun were
the accumulated Ireajuie for many
> mrs

Iearl shell In large quantities and ol
considerable value has always been and
Is stilt a product of the 1acinc lagoons
About fifty years attn Lommudore-
Wllkes In lie account of his exploring
expedition refers lo Ihe Urge quantity
sent fruit the Tuamolus nonh then wily
115 or Iso 1nt tint Pearl i hill li now
In use lor purposes then unknown and
the price ranges Irom Jjoo tu f 500 per
ton hllolar cr Iunttutllhan ever ate
ilemimlrd Tho iireit iliOicuhy Is ta-

Ct good diver IIhe liningI dress Im-
een tried by European but the un-

even rocky bottom and the oysters
habit ol breeding In caverns or hoi otis
renders the tints unstable Native
divert who use no dress or protection
around h r bodies are Inil ipensnble
theIr skin Is proverbial They work
liarI but n quite long rents at Intervals
nod cannot stand the work of diving tar
more titan n few years altogether

Tuesday Marcn VI Mutt of tn na-
tives left the village In boats lor the IIt
goon li Hide Ihe shod to dive lit shells
orders having juitbctn received from the
government to open the Kgoon lot cit
Milling Only Ihive adult hnvrOlitrs or tie
Chinch were tell In the village though
a hew returned again In the evening to-

renuln over iiljiht I fpent moil 01 the
day measuring oil tha village ant iml
log a plan of It I aluo mrisured the
meeting house etc and finished up toy
historical lahuis on lakaroa

Wednesday Much 4ih Wo arose
early and made ready for my departure
About 7oclock a in we attended a
general mottling with Ihe remaining
saints atuhich a native brother antI
myself l were Ihe speakers Alter this
called on some ol Itile b lints lu lay good
bye among whomuerellrolher Maruakl
unit lieu hoigave mo two line palm ol
shells and a small pearl Another
brother unit Mipuhii wile alto mod
me presents We next called on the
Irench gendarme whom I had neglected
to see belore He said ioUngly that he
was about lo have me arrcilcil ai a spy
when he nw son the diy bcfoe aam-
veyiog the town glut A gend irme on
the Tumulus a tort nf a government
policeman unit gentral representative
there Is usually one ol theml on every
Island ol lni orunce and they tech lent
My nlghlcd if every wnlte VII tut dunt
call on them almost the lInt time alter
their arrival

At 9JO am I gave the patting hand
to llrutner Cutler who eipecls to re
main on thin Island for a tIne while and
then proceed to Iailic where Ihe April
conference IIs lo be told unit boarocd
tile little schooner Illitmul which Im-
mediately loll her rnjormgs spread her
suits and went to sea The wind blow
lag briskly from the east we made
I Icidld progrct and by noon ue wcta

tailing close to thin uutheait coAst ol
akapoto Ily the bland the wind died
out nod II commenced to rain moit
violentlyI which move all hands except
the man at tIle helm down Into Ihe small
low unit sickly ttnclhng cabin which
swarmed with cots cockroaches and
other vermin With the Insects crawl-
ing all over me and scarcely getting R

Lreath ol fresh air eictpt when I come
out lo vomit which I did cjulle fre-

quently I upcnt yule of she must misera-
ble nlghlscf my life I had been wall-
Ing for Ihe break ol day lor tome time

ten tho man nt the helm called out
II oclock midnight

Thurrdiy March yth Morninrdiwned
at last but the rim continued to de-

scendIIIn torrentsttwasneurty tooclock-
am when It ceased and thus made it
posilb lor us to emerge from our tin
cornlurtable positions In Ihe cabin I
wat Ihe only passenger boned The
crew consisted nI tour men nil nitives-
lumely Tapu the aLfrcI lull
code and n member of the who
can tpcak a little Kn llsh his luher be-

ing an Liighslmin felho Ihe captain
Men bitt nun and Teumo a youhso Oman

TheI last three were losephilesI hue hat
nun being nnKIltrl In tint erg snima
than tin snitreit most an lully during
the night 101I named him In the morn
tug Ihe champli sooner ol thin Pacific
I rpcntI thin dny learning lahllltn words
Irom theI liliorl abasing them rny
photo rjplt and album ol vlevvt nnd
trying tarn lain to Ihem by signs unit
diagram the dlflirence between the
Hue Church and thin Josephltei At It
a m a good breczo spranx up and
noon afterwardsI we sighted the Island ol-

Aratlka which lies abuiittltlyfive miles
southwest of Takana The IsUnd Is
twenty mullen long by thirteen broid
tut too tens than twenty Inhabitants
mml of whom ore rmrnbirt of the
Chili ch The only III age Is situated on
the northeast ixirlion ot Ihe hluid Ily
I clock p me were sailing nonii-
of tile northeavlernmost nintu 01 the
land and It took us till 5 clock lo
clear the other end lllng on the Ice
ward tide of tho Island we huggedllu
shore very close mid In rounditig vIle
tinint we vteic only toot ysedo oil thin
breakers on Iho coral reef or about loo-
ards Irom the thure Continuing our

southwesterly course we saw tIe Island
of Irakarav1 at tot in n little liter

I dl
we wiled througu wide patMge Inln-
he lagoon and cime lo nnchorjgo oft

Koto iva the main Ullage of the Island
at tt3n

nuay Much 6th We landed nl-

Kotuwa catty in
I
thIn morning and I first

calledI en an Knghsh trader by the name
uf George b bnlUi wIld has a nallve
wile and fimlly anti neat on Iho great
governor of the principal part ol oil tile
ruantolu Isttndi IHis name is IC A
Martin and he Is the tame one who
caused all the Ute troubles lor our
llileu unit forbid them lo trench I

presented my professional card which
perhaps caused him lo treat me itsped-
m ly hough he had no doubt brent In
lormed beiore 1 called that I masts
Muimon Elder lUvhig only Tapu of
the IIlitinui crow lur Inlcrpictur Old he
luostuj hit wonted courage In tue-
preieuce of to great a dlninury at the
governor coulu only tell hucucellcni
where I came from and where I wit
going lie flunked me lor calling on
Him and I withdrew Ho is ruttier a
ttiort and Insigalncant looking null
appeart very cancelled and capable U
aging very antais It hcitcroucd Ilow
I uisncd I could have taikent with him
but IU langtuce was Trcrich and ininu-
In llsh

Alter visiting the governor was coo

dueled to the home of a native brother
ITelumu where I sp utmosr of tile day
conversing itj well u I could with the
natives who came lo ce mr tried to
use to thin boil advantage the hew lahl
Ian words I had learned antI mode up
the balance willi Mgni gMtiitci and
liclcal expressions I also showed them
my pictures temple rock etc and
managed to tnteresttilensln this manner
I beileve most ol those who coiled were
number 01 tInt Church as there are
too small brandIes on tilts Island one
at Rotoava and the other at Tetamanu
on the other end ol the island also
mm hymns ole chicken and bread
drank coeoanut milk set an Inactive
clock agoing took R walk across the
dub and touch and tidally cijoyed A

good nIghtIe rest sleeping on new clean
mats placed Inn bedstead with my own
blanket lor a covering

Tnkarava Is one tlf IIIn largeit and
most Important of nil the Tiumolu
lands It thirtytwo miles bog and
thirteen wIle 1 he two villages Kilo
ni and Telamanu contain together
about ISO Inhabitant nl whom the
greater number rctl e at Ualoavawhlch
is the capital of the grou unit contains-
the residence the governor Religious
IIy tile people are stints 0011 Catholics
tile latter being in thin nmjutliy Oar
two brinclus have a membership ol
about tiny all told

The Tuamotu islands or the Low
Archipelago It the easternmost group
ol Polynesia tie Islands composing
the group extend front northwest lo-

otitheatl n distance of lieirlv 75 mItes
nod lie bitucen MJ and 149 lungltude
west ol Grewnwlcn wilt a breadth oh

something lisle Coo miles between 14
°

old 35 south latitude There ore eighty
Islands altogether but only filiyiU of
libel belong lo the 1uimolll govern
mont the others are alticheo lo tIle
Uambetr Island or Islands hoc adinlms-
Unlive purposes

The Tuamotu Islands as listed and
deitribed In the Irench olliual year-
book lor 1895 are as follows rath liland-
bein numbered I Malihlva 2 Maki
lent L Tlkahau 4 UitiroaiJ Arulua-

Ktukurah Nmu Abe9 Apalakt-
lo Manihl llToau i > lakarava 13

Atiast 14 Aranka M Iaalle 16 Katie
ItIt 17 Ukjpoto 18 llereherelue 19

lakaroa 20 lUraka ilTalunea
Talaro 23 like i 4 Motutunga 25
Katiu 26 Tepolo ij Tusnakr 38
Hill 99 Alakemo w llaralkl 3r Anu-
Anuriiro 3 > Anu Anurunga jj Marx
tea 31 raega jj Keitoiu 36 Ntikiiil-
plpi i

37 Nlbiru3f Hikueru 39 Tcko-
koto40 KaroUir Marokau4 Ktva
here 43 Takume 41 Negonego 45
Uckartkn 46 Tauer t 47 Tcloiiotoor
Uoho 49 Manuhtingi 49 Napuka 5-
0ragtau5lllao J3Aniaio jj Paraon
54 leiut ngl H Aptinulj 36 laki
lima 571okiaro t jd Pukarunga j-

Aklaki Go Vanavana Kuratakil bl
Mururoi or Vatraatea C Pukapuka
63 4hlUlil 64 Nukutavake 6j Ahu
iml or Itanaiuutai f61tnakl 67 lola
koto 681 urll or IJiwkiuj 69 Tabs
kopoto 70 Motane 71 Pukatuna 72
Tciutatu Maturcvavao 74 Vluu-
gnor IIt1 Keao or Natupri 76-

Ianarungi t 77 Maria 78 Maruiea 79
Manjcnrcva ito litton

IIne ill mils numtxrcd respectIvely i
In 53 ad jj 56 and Cj belong to the
liiiinoium governorihip whllu those
TuiiDcrcil 5t 57 to 61 and 6J la 8a be-
long to the Uambcer or Mnnarcvan-
governmenl Ihe mot Important Is
tend li Ana or Chain UUml which
con arts m rein tall ttnis thin any other
member 01 tne luaniotu group tint Ihte
teat of go ernment Is at Kotoava oil the
liland ol Inkami which It more

centrally located titan Alas All the
Tuinvitu hhncia except Makntra Tibet
and Kekatcka are low and lilt lagoon
Islands consisting ol ring or bowshapet
coral reels ol which the widest range
from lam to 1500 feet across nnd Ithe
lagoons titus formed On tho Inside ul
these reels abound with peatl oysters
The largest lagoons are those ol Ran
clroi too miles In circumferenceand-
lakarava 93 miles Most of the
lands have passes or openings through
thin coral reels from the ocean Into the
lagoons Inside but only In n few ol
these Is the water deep enough for large
ships to Ibides through Some are even
too narrow Dud halow for ordinary
schooners and only passable for ems I

boats TIle land put of Ihe Islands
consists of patches whore the coral reels
ate a little ccvaied above tha ocean on
which dccacd coral hone formed a very
thin crust of earth which In sonic places
are quite fertile and suitable for tIle
cocoapalm anti a variety ol buh
growth to take root In hut there Is no
real soil such as forms the foundation
01 more elevated Island Each Island
consists a number ol motus or Icicle
Sfpuatcd front each other by barren
coral reefs and In a lew Instances by
deeper water passes Some of tie
mobs ore several miles long but sel-

dom over a quarter 01 a mile wide quite
a number Cuntain only a few acres of
land The elevation of the highest
points on most of tile Islands seldom
exceeds ten rot over high water marl
This btlng the case the coco trcti-
on the Islands seem to grow from the
ocean Itself when seen at a distance of
evtril I miles ns their bushy tops and
trunks appear lo view on Ing to tile
culture of thin earth appearing long
belore the land on which they stun
Seen at n lest distance the aspect one
of surpassing beauty II tile dry putt of
the island or belt Is sufliclently covered
with trees hut much of this beauty Is
dispelled on a nearer approach ns Ihe
vegetation IIs usually found to be scanty
nnd wiry This vast collection ol coral
Islands Is certainly one of the wonders
of tIle Pacific Ocean

The urea of tInt entIre group accord-
ing lo the official year book of 11191 Is
about Mooo hcktares or 111514 acres
und the population 1891 was 5087 in
the Tuamotu part and suit In the Gam
bier part ol the Archipelago The in-

habitants belong In Ihe Polynesian race
and are must civil ltd on Ihe western-
most Islands where most of tie people
have bees converted to Christianity
On the eastern Islands there are still
traces of cannibalism Thin Catholics
are particularlyI strong on Anna and
Mangarevj or Gambccr The Joseph
lies ore next In numbtr and about eight
hundred are members of the true Church
of Jesus Christ of UtterI day bilnis-

Sjme of the natives are darkskinned
and resemble thin Ililans In their figure
and lerocliy Others have the more
gentle character of the Tahitlins but it
Is acknowledged that they have a mutate

warlike disposition than otlell and
for this reason n body-
guard ol them In prelcrvnco to Im own
bulj cls hey speak n different dialect
ol the gr at Polynesian language lo that
of Im III rile talaooeruotvigaho
among tile diflcrert groups partly In
native diuble canoes and pitHy In
irhoonert and oher modern esseli
Thus native canoes ol which however
only a lew are now used are about 35
feet long and 4j feet wide and two ul
these are connected by n Irame work
on which Is placed u sleek antI tonin
limes a temporary hut they are built
ol wood asian together and hoist two
large mat tails on separate masts They

are strong and have no difficulty In
navigating but sometimes they are
blown away In storms and Ihe oyagtrt
ore obliged to take Icluge on strange
Islands

In most of Ihe entrances lo liarbin In
the lagoon Mantis there Is a strong
torrent or tide which lei In and out
alternately about six hours each way
Numerous instances are upon record 0f
canoes being shrilled out ol their course
even several hundred mile by currents
and westerly w Indo The easterly trade
winds generally prevail the Tuamolus
though not with strict regularity

01 the cgetable kingdom on the
Tuamolus the most Important Is Ihe
cocoanut palm the fruit ol which serves
as the principal food of many ol the
native while lie surplus Is transformed
Into cobra and shipped abroad

The animal kincilom on the group IIs
represented In rats twine dogs cats
goats howls etc besides numerous In

sect On the cnt there Is an oboist
once of tortoises or turtles and on Ihe
coral reel leant oysters

IIhe Tuamotus were formerly desig-
nated on the 5 as 1aumotu whlcll ill
the languagemar thin Tahlllans meant

island cloud but in He Ilanguage ol
the group IUsed It mriit the subduedt

Islands1 At thin ItrHbltantt protculed
against this appellation the otlichat name
Is stow anJ has been since the Trench
tool possession In 1851 Tuamotu or Ihe
bar oIl Islands

Irom the extent ol thin Archipelago
and the character ol thc bonds they
It Inc been discovered by various invi
galore whoso voyages have tended
over very long tenet of years The
first who gave any notice of their nub
lence was Pedro ternandcx de Onlros a
Spaniard who In 1606 sow scvcril is-

lands on the south and north sides of
the group Schontcn a llollanderwho
together with le Maine navigated the
great ocean II 1616 discovered several
islands In tIm north ran ol what Is now
known ns thelunnotu group which he
called thel dangitoits a
name by which nicy areslU adistinguishI

cd by many navigators Koggeweln
mother noted explorer passed through
the group In 1731 Subsequently 1765

Commodore Ily run des ualCied to the
Pacific by King George lIt ol UntlanJ
visited here He was follow ed by Cap-
tains hbahuIs andl drier also British
governmenl explorers In 1767 then
Captain James Cook In 5769 1773 and
1774 made Important discoveries in the
Tuamotus He was followed by lionI

ganvdle a Trench government explorer
in 176 lioenechco captain of the
Spanish frigate SIt Miria Macdalena
In 177110 1791 Lieutenant Udw rdi
commander otI the Hrlllth Irlgalc IPan-
dora In 1791 Captain Illlgh of tha-
llounty In 1791 Captain Wilton ol tIle
mlistonaryihlii bull In 1797 and Turn
Lull ol the Margaret In iruj All these
navhtatort gave tliacmliuuI world some
additions lo Ihe history of luamuttt
discoveries Mote exact observations
were alteiwardt made by Otto Von
KUitbur a Uutslan explorer iSio-
lelhnghaustn IHI91 Duperry isijjC-

iplam Fred W llecchey Hi It sicrI-
SIO Captain Kohert Itlla KoyllnlUn
t8jslI and Lieutenant Chants Ullkts-
umnui der of thin only Uullid Slates

aclflc cxploilng expedition evir tint
out 1341 All llioo gavo Ihe old
very valuibloand Inlemllnr details ol
he Tuamotu Islands Since tint lime
he trends have made many obtcrva
lions as to their end position and
character The westernmost members
of the group were firtt minutily sur-
veyed In 1850 by Captains lit Ia-
Marche and OuoUne A later examina

lion woo made by Lieutenant Cnlllft I
under tile order of Contnamlral bag

I In iS j ANDRUW JRNSON
POINT VENl Tahiti Society Island

March 3jrd 1896 I

Jntl vvli r > rc lrl-
Ixclnlm ihoumiudi if people who I

have taken HooUa Harrararllla at lull
ntiKin of the jsar iud win Invt
noted the incciM ot the medicine In-
Klvltiit thrni relief Iras that Urea i
lug waning nppellto slId slaIn 01 ex
Item ezbssos tilts after the close con
flnimpntot a long winter lemon lItl
lacy time attendant iion o larK ani-
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mouths and wllh vacatIon tInts idsome weeks distant I II IIs thin that
tin bulldlDgil towers of Hoods Star
stparllla am fully appreciated UI
eons tent oily idsIted to arm reon

that prostration cauieil by Chili
muni climate cr tIle stIllI while It
I tine antI tutlitlni the iTtlrm It tart
It ant vihillaee blood
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