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THE DESERET WEEEKLY:

officere are an lenient as peasible with
thoughtless youths who enguge in the
ure of explosives; bnt the jllpetratiou
ip this case indicates where s dilstine-
tive line sbould be drawn, when offi-
w©lal interference becomer fmperative.
“Young Ameriea’ ie entitled to all
reasonable privileges o dieplaying

enthusirem on the Foorth. Al
the Beme time those peopie
who peaceably nssemhle 0 engege

in celebrations bave an ahaclote right
‘Lo lawiul protection. The Balins incl.
doent is not the only one which shows
tbhis, Otber placee bave bsd experi-
-ppces which hbave trught the lessone
that city officials who ailow the firine
of exploeives In close proximity to
~where pecple are assembled, nre recre-
ant of their duty, When that yoboyg
man with the anvils was found pear to
where the audlence was gathiered, he
- should ‘have been directed to change
hie Jocation; failing to cbey the order,
‘he should have been PUMm-
+ mnarlly removed, For the peglect to
+ purpue this latter courae, tbose in
“gharge nt the Balina celebration will
‘nlwnys be held, in the minds of the
people, mensutably responsible for the
:lamentable event of Baturday.

THE CITY’s TAX RATE.

"The cily taxpayers bad a narrow es.
~pape laet evenlng from the calamity of
highber tax rate, {n the epeclal eession

ot the Qity Counecil calied to Ax the
fevy for thie year. The wmatter hae
. been In the hapde nf the finance com-
. mittee for some weeks pasr, but that
- body failed to report at a regular ses.
elon, hence n epecial session of the
Councll bad to be called one day pre.
vicue tn the reguiar Tuesday ¢vening
. eepujon, in urder to get in Aany tax levy
.ab all fur the year. Thls explains the
.sudden action ot last eveunlng,

W ben the matter came up belore the
Counell, an ordinance was intro-
duced hy Councllman Callister fixing
the rate the eame #8 laut Fear. This
was followed by Conncilman Btewart
fotroducing an ordinance ralsing the
rate toeighit mille. Mr, SBtewart pre.
sented figures in sopport of hie claim
that it was & neoeprslty to Increase the
rate. Thils was resisted hy Mr,
(Cajlister, wbo was Uncompromising In
his ¢« pposition to higber taxes, and had
enfAcient backing smong the ofher
members to gain hie point; bence the
2aX rule in the ecity is the eame thie
¥ear as lact,

The firat contest over the gnestion
took place in & caucan ield previpus
t0 the 1weeting, =8t which
was annonnced that tbe Mayor and
oity attorney advieed 8 9 mille levy—
.an jncrease of two mills to bs made.
The oppoeition caused a reduction to
‘the 8-mills propesitlon, wbich wae aleo
loel, ae stated, It Was recognized that
cat tue lower rate the elty would bave
=« pretty close sbave to get tbrough,
eince the former Council ran abouat
$80,000 fnto this year’a funde, It
was aleo recognized tbat the figures
turolshed to Mr. Btewart dad
not accurately represent the situatlon,
beipg made oul In show a grester
neceseity for a high rate than actuaily
exieted; for instance, the estimate of
$300,000 a« being required for the difl-
1erent departients being nearly $100,-
D00 too biigh.

In this action of refneing to increare
the bardens of the lnxpayere nn-

Jees abeolutely ecompelled to, even
at the prcapect of #pinching’ ftor =8
month or twe, the oppopents of

the bigher rate deerrve commendation,
Tne burden I8 ulready sufficlently
heavy ln the additions it has received
from other pourcee, Besldee, the policy
of raleing the cily taxes wonld be dis-
astrouse both from an !pside and out-
slde polnt of view, The Jnelde is ag
stated—the property ownere cannot
aflord to pany more for the benefita they
receive, From the other standpoint—
Investora cannot be expected to come
in nnder &8 gsteadily iDoressing
tax rate, and eflorte o secure outeide
capital would be rendered fatile Ly
such s procednore,

The city le now atits fmil limit for
tbe general fund—five mills; and that
Hwit is pufliclently bigh. 7The levy to
defray the expensce of controiling the
waters of the clty ie more than Ja re-
quired for that department, auod {is
merely one way of covering a larger
amount inlo the geperai tund. Under
exleting condiilons the taxpayers
probably will nnt raise any proteet,
sloce most of thbem will recognize the
need for the amount now nsked, But
the proposed Ineresre would not bave
met with such 8 favorable reception in
the present and prospective [inspcial
ajtuation. The Council acted wlsely in
keeping the clty tax levy duwn,

ABOUT LEPROSY.

According to a French newspaper
the loathsome dlsease known 88 laprosy
is far more common in the world thap

is geverally supposed. Emipent
specialiste fear tbat it may become ap
common in Enrope aa it was during
the middle ages apd aa It stlll s 1o
sonie Aelatic countriese. There are in
Paris at least 150 perenps ¢ filicied with
the dieease, They are under no rc-
straint whatever. Twelve are In one
hospilal among the other pallents, or
even tmployed ln the hospital eervice.
In other paris of France, notably near
Nice and Mnreeillee, tbere are nomer-
ous CaBen.

Lieprory ls found in Bpaip and Por-
tugal, In Italy it i eo frequent that a
special boepital bas been erected at
B8an Remo. It 1s exiremely common
in Turkey snd in the Greek lsiande. [u
Crete alone there are 500 lefere. Near-
ly everywhere in  Palestine, Dear the
oitier, the unfortunates can be seen
sitting by tbe rondstde selioiting alms
of passers-by., Norway has po less
thaop 300 Japere. Here, bowever, they
are onred for by the communities and
kept In seps«rate hospitale. They
miugle to s certaln estent with the
pubiic and even receive vlsile
from frlends nud relatives, but not.
withatandiug thls, the disesse does uot
seem to be epresding, and It is smp-
posed to bave reached its bigbh water
mark o that esuntry. Ib Bweden,
where leprosy wuz almost unknownp
ROMI® Feara ago, 462 cares were reported
fast Year, cauring great alarm,

The conntries most serjously aflected
in Asia are Hiudostan, India, Chiuu
ana Japan. The lepers in Hiodostan
are estliuated at 100,000. On this con-
tinent lepers are found in the West In.
dian falande, Mexico, Guiana, Venezu.
ela, Braziland Paraguay. A great num-

ber go to France inorder toseek & reme-
dv forthe rfiliction,and the Parle pbysi-
clane apprehend that hefore long s
condition wlll prevaeil eimilar to that
of 500 yeara ango, when the whole of
Brittany was s vast bospital for lepers,

Concerniog the cause and nature of
the dieease, oplnipne nre much di-
vided. Syme authorities held that its
origio may he traced to the conepmp-
tion of unwholesome food, ment, tish
snd other substanoes in a atate of putre-
faction, ‘1his suppositlon would seem
to be supported by the fact that the
Jdisense generally aflecis the poorer
clasees ¢of the people wbe cannot al.
ways select their food with special
regard to its wholesomenese. That
leprosy ia beredilary is tolerably wver-
talp. But the new-born Iinfant does
not aiways phow elzne of belng tainted
with it. The cbild may grow up ap-
parently beslthy, ouly to find some
day st & matare age the white-blua
spote in the sklp thut reveal 1he pres-
ence of death in the symtem, From
then on the progress 1s comparatively
rapid., Tubercles of varlous elaes ap-
pear, especially ou lthe face; tbe hair
falla ofl; the velce becomes hoaree; ul-
cerations appear and the 1imhbs fall off,
one by one, Tbe palient often lingers
for years helore death puls an end Lo
bi= sufterioge.

It is extremely doubiful whether the
dresdfuj sfflictinn I8 contagious except
perbaps tirough enntaet with the uloer-
ated matterof the patient, Physjcians
who have etudied it elosely do not so
regard it. As for any remedy, none
bas as yet been sumggested. The only
treatment is the solation of the pa-
tients, for the purpose of preventing
tlLe propagatlon of the direase, The
leprosy for the treatment of which
ceriain provisions were muade by the
Mosalc law eeems to bove included
severanl varietles of skin Jdipense, some
of which were curable and conlagtous,
while olbers were not. But the gen.
uine lepruey scems to he s mystery io
every respect. It »till remaioe for
pome ambitivoe phyeicisn to discover
the microte ibhai causes the esicknees
and the poiscn that kilis the mlcrobe,

ALUM AND TEECH.

The subject of care of the teeth haa
been freely dlecussed for years, and
medical authorities bave come to the

concluelon thar much of the tronble
with this importent part »#f the buman
body e in the belted fl ur wveed by
mapy peopie. VWhile ibere 1a no doubt
tbat unbolted flrur or meal ie far
puperior to supeioe while flour in sus-
tmiuing the strocture of the teeth, Yol
[ty nse is not a complete preventative
of decay, bence efforte are continued
to find vut something that will pre.
serve the teeth in fnir condition to old
age.

gThe recent investigstion ol s writer
1o Popular Sclence gives some rerults
thet are interesting at least. The 1n-
vestigator was struck by aetatement
that Horace Walpole, though living
to an extreme old age, had a perfect
setwf teeth at the time of bls dealh.
He attributed thie to tbhe bablt be hed
of diseolving a very small pirce of
alum fu bis mouth three times a day,
The recipe wae given him by u Mre.
(@rosvenor, jJu ber day a celebrated

beauty, wuo blao retained a flawlass get



