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SINCE the great Chicago fire, more at-
tention has been directed to the subject
of fire-proof building, The Washing-
ton correspondent of the Cinclanati
Commercial recently interviewed Mr.
Maullett, the government architect, upon
this subject, and here is the reported
result—

Mr, Mullett says there are very few
fire-proof buildings in the United
States, He ought to know, for he has
had ‘all the Government buildings in
the on his hands for several
years, and has built the best of them,
and it is probable he has devoted as
mueh time, study and investigation to
the scbject as any architect to be
found.

“Why, my friend,”’ said he, ‘‘dont
you know that granite, when subjected
to a strong heat, crumbles like dry
plaster? It is the best building stone in
the world; it will resist time and heat,
and damp, and rain, and everything
else, but it wont resist fire. Marble is not
much better, but it is some; marble will
not burn up as soon as granite. Sand-
sfone is about the same, with some few
exceptional varieties,.’’

“Now a good many blessed idiots
think that if a vault is built of tgjr;nituz»
it is fire and burglar-proof. No g of
the sort. If I wan to make a secure
vault I should not make it of granite.
A skillfal burglar can get into a gran-
ite vault in no time.”

“Hﬂ'?”

“Why with a blow pipe. With a
large blow pipe and a small, sharp
blaze well handled, a burglar can
crack a block of granite’ to pieces
before you'd know it. When lnb;autod
to a severe hoeat it cracks and splits off
in flakes, and you can crush it into
sand with r fingers. Oh, no, a
granite building is not ﬂu-l:uroo "

"1?';';1, whst sort of a building ia fire-

roo
p“A granite building,” he answered,
without apparently noticing the ques-
tion, ‘“‘will stand heat & great while, so
will marble a great while. But a

wooden cupola, or steeple, or tower
must not be put ou top of it like that on
the Chicago court house.”

* % % “QGranite isn’t fire-proof,”” he
continued, ‘“but, as I sald before, it will
stand a good deal. It is probable the
Court house would have stood had it
not been for the wooden cupola and the
open windows, The Tribune office would
probably have stood if it had had iron
shuttersoutsideand insideon all the win-
dows. Yet it is by no means certain, if
the fire nqud with the inteneity that is
described.”

‘““What, then, is to be done,”” I asked,
“if granite, and marble, and sandstone
are not fire-proof? Is not the Capitol,
the Treasury, the Patent Office, the
Post Office Department—are not they
fire-proof 2.

“Why, bleas your soul, no! Not one
of them. But they are probably safe,
for all that, because they stand away
from other buildings—all except the
Pestoffice., If we should have such a
fire in Washington as that in Chicago I
should fear for the Postoffice Building.
Why, my dear sir,”” he continued in a
more snappish tone than ever, ‘‘do you
know there is

BUT ONE FIRE-PROOF GOVERNMENT
BUILDING IN THE COUNTRY ?

That’s the Appraisers’ stores in Phila-
delphia.”

“Is it possible? And that is the only
one 7"’

“It’s the only one I know of.”’

‘““What’s the material ?"’

“Why, ""he answered, ‘‘it's brick.
Briek is the only absolutely fire-proof
building material I know of. They say
the Beneca stone is fire proof, and it has
stood some wonderful tests, but none
of the government buildings have been
built of it. Of course granite and mar-
ble are good enough, if buildings are
a from others. That's the trouble,

rnment baildings ought to have

big grounds around them., Then there

- would be no danger. Hut I have great
faith in 1ron shutters.”’

Upon asimilar subject & Birmingham

correspondent of the Boston Journa!
thus writes— -

One familiar with the fearful con-
flagrations which often ooccur in
America, is impressed with the exe:. p-
tion from fires in England. During a
residence of two years in a tewn of
nearly four hundred thousand inhati-
tants, I have never witnessed the burn-
ing of a building and have seen but
very few notices of such misfortunes in
the papers, Thq are almost always
confined to a single building where the
fires oceur, so the term “‘burned
out' is sabstituted for the American

often &llupidnted homes of the

good one,

idsy DESE

Here the

ex gion ‘“*burped up.”

| walls are usually but slightly injured,

and repairs are easily made, The rea-
son for the difference in reference to
these calamities is found in the s
building. English houses are almost
exclusively built of stone or brick, both
in the city and in the country. The

laced upon the walls without'

f‘l:::er is

, and the partitions are of brick, A
large proportion of the floors areof tile,
(more slate than tlh) and the roofs are
generally covered with a eimilar mate-
rial, inetead of the felt and tar so often
used in America. Shingles are wholly
unknown, and the people do not know
the meaning of the word, Many of the
churches and buildings are entirely of
stone, with the exception of the limited
amountof wood required for furnishing,
and there is but little combustible
material in the structures of the coun-
try. Passing through some of the
narrow, crooked streets of the old
towns, and noticing the ancient and
r, one
can not but think how greatly things
would be improved if a sweeping fire
could clear away the buildings which
bave stood for centuries. But the boon
of exception is priceless,

And here, from another exchange, is
a raph upon the Freneh methed
of building=

The French practice in building is a
Instead of using flimsy lath
or thin partitions, they employ stout
ieces of oak as thick as garden pnlinfu.

hese they nail firmly on each side
of the framing of the partition, and
fill the space between with rubble and
plaster of parie, they coat the whole
with the plaster. The floors are man-
aged in the same way, as well as the
under side of the stair. Houses are
thus rendered almost as near ‘‘fire
roof as if built of stone throughout.
n Nottingham, England, where they
have gypsum in the neighborhood, as
in Paris, they form their floors and
partitions in the same solid manner:
consequently a building i rarely burn-
ed down in that populous manufactur-

ing town.
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THE MORMON OFFENSE.

The law by which Hawkins has been
SH0d DY PolyEmEists Bganet Wikt Chey
v poly nst w
considered adulte to.%.e. It was pas-
sed by their Legislature, and signed by
Brigham Young himself, If it is con-
:Lmad by u;hai mmn?iun diatlurlllriaa of
e countiry, it condemns poyga.mf
which these regard as adulterous., If,
however, polygamy is to be attacked,
why should not the assault be a fair and
open and manly one? Are we really
driven to the trick of imposing our own
construction upon a Mormon law, giv-
ing to it & meaning it never had and
was never intended to have, and put-
ting it to uses which its enactors noto-
:iuunly cufld npt have contemplated?

When this people pitched their tents
on the borders of the Great Balt Lake,
the world felt relieved of them. It was
about as if they had gone to the moon.
Beyond the great cismontane plains,
beyond the Rocky Mountains, and still
on beyond the Wasatch range, they dis-
appeared in the almost unexplored re-
gions of the farthest American desert.

Ren® % K %S They.have
meanwhile wrought wonders for them-
selves and the country—have made the
wilderness to bud and blossom and t:.e
solitary place to sing. They have er-
rected a pew and rich commonwealth
of Industry beyond Colorado, have
joined the civilized world of the Pacific
slope with that of the Mississippi valley,
have become a hundred thousand in
population and created over seventy mil-
lions of wealth,

Polygamy nevertheless is not to be
acquiesced in; yet we should attack it
with our eyes open. There should be
first taken an inventory of the facts,
If we enter upon a relentiess crusade
against that people, to the extent that
they are involved in this wrong, what
sort of success shall we have? Will
they not be compelied to resistance ?
What are their powers for mischie! ?
Will polygamy yield only to so disa--
trous an onset ? % " .

Vigorous prosecutions to break dowa
this system are needless. They wouid
but evoke retaliation, which might even
grow to a destruction of the Utah set-
tiements, and their abandonment for
New Mexico, leaving Utah the dgsert
that it was a quarter of a century ago.
An extensive portion of the railroad to
the Pacific could be destroyed, and In-
dian and Mormon hostilities might be
inauguratedthat would cost the govern-
ment many tens of millions, besides in-

le of

RET NEWS,

definitely interrupting the settlement
tblf the Far Wcz%wfnr all this fhmwaﬂd
€ Nno € compensation in the
improueg or preserved virtue of any
mu‘ woman or child, The expelled
people would but cherish polygamy
more than ever. .

We therefore object to anything like
a vindictive crusade against the Mor-
mons, X = § _The of-

fenses committed under practically dead |

laws in times past should remsain un-
noticed. There is little difference in
eflect between the passage of a law ex
post jacto and the revival of a law Jong
rmitted to lie dead on the statute-
ok. Justice thereforejoins with wise
statesmanship in dictating that the
Mormon offense should be dealt with
in the judicious fhanner we have indi-
rted.— Missouri Democrat,

-

THE BPFOCH OF PUBLIC SCOURGE.

Never, perhaps, before in the history
of the world, have s0o many terrible ca~
lamities happened within a short period
of time,as during the last six weeks. The
tremendous conflagration in Chieago,
which destroyed over $300,000,000 worth
of property, and ‘made over 100,000 per-
sons homeless; the Michi and Wis-
consin fires, which burned farms, vil-
iages and towns, with their inhabitants;
the destruction of the American whale
fleet by icebergs; the late extrao
tide in Boston and severe gale in the
East, causing a severe loss; the terrible
earthquakes in Chile and Peru, coms
pletely destroying the towns uf Pica
and Matilla; the cholera in Constanti-
nople and other parts of Europe, which
is rapidly spreading and has already
touched this continent; the famine in
Persia, that has decimated the people
and drives the famishing crowd ever
morning to the reeidence of the Eng
Embassy, erying for food; the flood in
China whereby 1,000 people were
drowned in Newchwang alone; the
small-pox in the west coast of Africa,
whereby the people are dying at the
rate of twenty per cent. Are they not
a terrible array of calamities within a
short time? Yet the summary is incom-

lete. This fall {has reaily been the
est time of death—the epoch of
publie scourge.— Alta Cal.
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, LET HIM BE PUT UPON TRIAL,

Polygamy is not en regle. Its practice
does not accord with the civilization of the
age. Polygamy and radicalism are twin
B AR Siagwieria dn & pocil dach B

win, very s y, is a older
than its brother., Polygamy was practiced
by the Patriarchs, and, according to the
modern idea, was an entirely inexcusable
practice, especially among patriarchs. We
den’t believe 'that even a young man has
need of two or more wives; at any rate the
world bas more than maintained its quota
of population, and secured a fair share of
onal happiness to men and women
without its practice. We agree with the
sentiment of the age that pol y is con-
demned by Chris ty, inconsist-
ent with an advanced order of civilization,
We do not desire that it shall be practiced
in Utah, or that Theodore Tilton’s method
of marriage on trial shall be adopted there
or anywhere else., This condemnation of
polygamy and the whole brood of kindred
vices we desire to make as explicit as our
Egl:mnnd of plain English will enable us

0.

When we have said thus much we feel at
liberty to add that there iz something else
to be done in the preservation of a high

rade of civilization besides rooting out the

tter-day Saints. The administration of
ustice in accordance with the forms of law
equally essential to the preservation of
the country, with the destruction of polyg-
amy. Hence, when a Saint of the Uta
stripe is put upon his trial for being too
much wived, we don’t belieyve that Mr,
Justice McKean, sitting as a court, and un-
der the obligation of an oath to & just
and impartial judge, should put himself in
the place of the prosecutor and harangue
the jury into a conviction by i:lﬂwarina% in
hustings style the arguments of the defen-
dant’s counsel, That is precisely what Mr,
Justice McKean, of Utah, has done, unless
heis greatly belied. In his ambition to be the
leading crusader against an admitted wrong,
he commits a crime so t as ‘o dwarf the
dimensions of the social evil he wars
st. The judicial ermine should he
spotless; the judge on the bench should
hold the scales of justice as evenly as the
bronze im ons of the Goddess of
Justice. e power for of all the
machinery for the administration of law
is lost when the judge allows himself to
become the partizan of either side. Me-
Kean is aocused of this, and his erime ap-
patent to the eyes of the world. Let

im be put on trial ore the bar of
public l@llﬂmitmn,, and may he receive that
im (jnnﬁm which he denies to others,
lo (Colorado) People,

g

WaiTEER Bounp?-—The Cleveland (0.)
‘‘Herald” thinks that the ‘““Mormons’ are
not unlikely to enter npon another exodus,
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aod that there is mo more likely place for
their destination than the Navigator Is-
h:tfla. Well, the “Mormons’” are not gone
¥y .

THE “I.le Y PROBLEM.

We have received and published several
letters from BSalt Lake, combatting our
views on the action of Judge McKean re-

the Hawkins case, All our corres-
pondents admit that if our view is right,
then McKean is wrong, but they undertake
to dispute the accuracy of our position.
We are not apologists for pol in any
sense, but we are staunch sticklers for yus-
tice, and we have held that in the Hﬂr{lna
case justice was not administered, We see
no reason to alter our opinion in that
regard, nor does the reference to Justice
Marshall a¢ all weaken our convictions,
Nothing can be more certain than that in

framing & law providing penalties for
adultery, the Mormons did not intend to
prohibit or to punish polygamy. It is not
even pretended that any such intent exist-
ed, but a 1 of shallow-pated fellows
and we do not al-

goj ced scribblers
lude to our own correspendents) appear to
think that the United Government
has done a very smartthing in turning the
table upon the Saints. We cannot join in
this opinien. To us it l}gpﬂn that the
honor and dignity of the ¥Federal Govern-
ment bave been d.n.ﬂ:d in the dirtb

J “df: McKean, who disgraced the Ad-
ministration by saddling it with an action
worthy only of some small, conscienceless

peddler. It was the duty of the Govern-
ment to attack polygamy, but it should
have been done in & manly and equitable

fashion. This pettifogging way of splittin
straws and mo%lva: is m%ra be!-
gﬁtﬁ'};‘, mt:m Hﬂa shyster-ridden Jus?ﬁn

an great machin of the
Federal Government, and we, agking in
behalf of every clear-sighted and honest
man in the counfry, denounce and reprove
il as an insultand a reproach to the Ameri-
can people.—Sacramento Record.
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BAD Work.,—The Davenport Democrat
thus describes the Grosvenor homicide—
‘A government rifle, with a fool at one end
and a dead citizen at the other,”

To Bk PERsEOUTED.—The Shipton-Mal-
let (Eng.) Journal says sarcastically—

‘“The Mormons are to be ]Peruoutad In
a State that boasts of its religious equality,
those who hold, as a matter of consacience,
cerfain opinions are to be put down,”

Ifthe United States permits such incon-
sistertelg, the country will be despised by
all lovers of rsligious liberty every-

where,
AXOTHER SoLUTION. — Bishop Tuttle
according to the New York ndard

asserts that the completion of the Northern
Pacific Railroad do more than any-
thing else to put down ‘“Mormonism,’’ by
encouraging e tion. The Montana
New North- West ‘‘to see the connec-
tion.” put the railroad
through,whether *“Mormonism” is thereby
Eut down or not, If nng huthis wanted to

uild the road, send to Salt e. FPeople

here have got the railread building
spirit.

No UrAxE IN THE MESSAGE.—If is inti-
mated that the President will make no re-
commendation in his forthcoming message
with to Utah. He will nfm%}y set
forth what has been dome by the United
States Judiciary, and then leave the whole

uestion ngn for Congressional action.

ﬁnum rs of ple are here now, in

the inferest of the and also ap-

to them,who are endeavoring to foroce

the PauldanUt t:..in. tak; some decidecf step in

regard to — Washington Correspon-
dence St, Louis Demacrat, -

BRIGHAM YOUNG ON STEEL.—We wish
to inform the brethren hereabouts that we
have just received from Mr. C. R. Savage,
& very capable photographiec artist of Salt
Lake, a splendid steel engraving of Brige
ham Young, which now occupies a conspies
uous place on the sanctified walls of the
inner sanctum of the Herald. Mr. Savage
could not possibly bhave paid us a greater
compliment. The picture is remarkably
lifeslike and accurate of the extraordinary
man who has ruled so long and well over
the peopleof Utah, and is much prized by
us for that reason.

Neighboring editors of the radical pers
suasion can have the privilege of makin
Brigham 7Young's acquaintance throuE
this “‘counterfeit presentment” by taking
Off their hats in its presence, but upoa no
other condition.—~Omaha Herald.

Di1sTINGUISHED MORMON,—Bishop Huna
ter arrived in the city yesterday from Salt
Lake, and is stopping over a day of two
for rest, as also to visit his Bephews,
Messrs, M. D, and Wm, Hunler, ot this
city, whom he has not seea for a score and
a half of years. He is an ® man, and
one of the early professors of the Mormen
faith; went into the Utah Valley with the
rest in 1847, and with a single exception
has not recrossed the plains since. He
took the first gold to the U. 8, Mint that
ruhkmwmithﬂretgoigh:mthﬁ
wenty years age; is repu a man o
Fﬁﬂgﬂd ﬁbuity. He has rooms at
the Burtis leaves for the East to«
Rm#.-—ﬂwaqam (Jowa) Democral, Nov,

Never mind,

ormons,



