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THE DESERET WEEEKLY:

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

CHRISTY AS GREETING.

Christmas Day of 1896 1a at band
with ite message of good chbeer to the
inbabitants of the earth, There are
muny bearta elated witbh bope, many
buoyed up with radiant pleasure, and
many bowed down with scrrow amnd
spxlety. Bul to all of thes» the
Chbrieticas Day bringe tidiegs of joy;
for tbere are none whose bappiners te
s0 perfeot or whose gloom isso great
tbhat a brightening ray doer not come
from the glorious event whieb brought
Obrietmase into exlstence, Hence old
sDd young, grave and gay, rich and
poor, strovg and wenk, all Lave oces-
slon to rejoice on the day that ogom-
memoreafes tbhe birtb of mn Bavior who
1a the resurrection and the life to man-
kind. Tbe people of Utah delight in
experienoing their fnll share of the

upiversal rejoiging, and In beling
tpecinlly  bleesed in  meny re-
Bpegta, Tbere mre  poor  and
solrowlug amopg We Whose gonla
Are to be made more cheer-
ful by tbe kEindness and sympsthy

of otberr, and these in lurn hbave
added to them through their own ex-
ercire of love and compassion &
grester meseurse of delight and peace.
Mny tbe bearta of all be Alled to over.
flowing with rediant Joy and brigbtest
bope.

PEACE ON EARTH,

Nineteen centuriee bave rolled
away slnce the celeetial choru
waa heard on the flelde of Bethiebem,
tbe memorable night Jesus was Loro,
“snnonocing peace on earth and good
will smong men. The human race
bad experisuced for thousands of years
Btrife, contenii n, violence, bloodsne 4
at Jast the duy dawn d thet wes 10
briog ralvation nnder its wings,

But the conditlon of the world to-
day, suv lorg tinse after the announce.
ment of the relvn of peace, seems to
be sadly disappointing. Nations stand
WERIDBL natione in boetile array, In
Lhe very cradle of Cbristianity thous-
sodsof orphiane and widows nre weep.-
ibg vvertbe loss of their proteotors,
tlaln by fellowmen before the eyes o
a Obristian world. In_ otber places
Christian devotees are desolating tbe
earth with fire aud sword, adding t
the jsgen of history new berrors, A nu
88 nulions are, 30 are Individnals, I
eeems A« thongh peace bad bheen taken
sway lnetvad of given tp the .esrth,
Liberty breeds crime; eelf-government
fosters tyranoy, or Jawlessness,

In the time immediately following
the mppesrance of the Son of God on
earth, principles were taoght the
resnlis of which would bave been

eace, Men and wWomen wers taught
to turn from the paths of sin and by
Iife 1n righteousness secure tem poral
and eternal beppiness. They were
taught to look upon even the siranger,
or & Blave, ae npon & brother, with all
tbe dutles thar relaticoship implies.
Natlonal apd sectlonal limitations
ware ellminsted in tbe upiversality o
the Guspel thut wae equally Intended

for overy creature, And tbus Ltbe
fonndnations were Inid for a universsal
rale of peace, Bnt tbe bullding on
tbese foundations scon was diecon.
tinued,

An early ss ln the aposiolic age evi-
dences of strife nppear, first coocern-
ing temporal afiaire such as tbe die-
tribotion of gifis to the pnor, and theu
concerning dootrine. KFactions were
born, and tbhe wsiruggle for snpremacy
commenced, And later, when Lne
religion of Jepus Decsme merely &
political implement, fnstead of being

n  message of pesce and love,
it seemed to be the =sonrce of
all evil. Nowhere is this more clearly

demonstrated thao in tbe councils of
tbe Christians, wkere, one wonld snp-
pose, all that was good and mncble
wonld be exhibited belere the world,
The contrary wae the cnse, bnWever,
Al the council of Epbesuas in 431 A D,
the contending fantions met accom pa-
nled by an armed escort and were
followed by = rabble of the lowest
grade of the large cltles. The ndher-
ente of Nestorlus snd those ot Bisbop
Cyril fougbt 1o the etreets, and to stop
the bloodsbed imperial tronps
bad to be ordered out against the
“Christlans.?” Anotber grest covnctl
wan beld Inter in the same place, and
it bas ccme down through bistory as
the ““robbers’ council.,’”” The question
to be decided was whether our Liord
bad “two natures® an'ter His resurrec
tien, And soch was tbe gpirit that
prevaifed tbhat ibe preslding offlerr
bad te oe guarded by soldiers. A
cnmmnolication presented trom Euse-
hius wae recelved with thecery: *“Let
Eusebine be burnt—Ilet bim be burnt
alive.” Tbe dJdelegnles from Rim+
did not dare (0 oresent their letter from
be insbop. Fliavisp, whbo diftere
fr m the majority of the crowds
was comjelled at the point of the
aword to sign the decree of the coungil,
wnd tben tbe presiding offlcer siruck
bim in the Isge, Thbe crowd then bea!
and Ekicked the unfortunpale bisbo:
frin Jerusalem 80 serlously tbat death
resuited, apd this ia by o~ means tbhe
noly council that is stained with blood,
Thbe epirit of persecution, of: violence,
of spavagery, went band In hapnd with
tbe apoatusy, until, as one bistorinn
remarke, benthen Rome has slain her
tbousands, but Cbristlan Rome ber
tens of thoueands, and tboe 1t bne
been up to the prerent Lime,

8tiil, tbe principles of Christinnity
are jndestruciible, and the nononnce-
ment of pesce upon earth was no mis-
take, Even through these long ages,
when apparently tbe opp slng power
has reigned supremse, tbe work of sal.
vation bas been under preparation tor

luil remlization in the Iatter days,
The Eingdem of God 18 coming,
Propbels and insplred men bave

sgeln spoken, Communioation with
beaven has been reestablished, anu
be time ia npear when He whose
riebt 1L is to reign sbell Bgain come to
His people, and with Him the time
or the restoration of all tbings, If we
note the turn of affairs upoun thie earth
slnee tbe French revolution, it is essy
to perceive tbat we stand at tbe en-
trance to An entirely mew era,
Kuoowling, then, tbhat Jesus ghall

come sgaln, we lleten with joy to the
angelle chorpe, “Glory to Qod nno
bigh; and peace omn earth,” for the
Prince of Peace shall rule, worlds
witbont end,

THE CITY AND LIGHTING.

The franchbise granted to the Utab
Power company by the City Connell
atits last session is most liberal Lo the
power company, and may be taken ms
an indication tbat the Council will
weicome to tbe oty auch enterprises
where a large sem of money s spent,
for the Council would notdisoriminate
between corporstions or cltizens pro.
ceeding upon similar lines, There are
two conditlons upon which the olty in
to recelve a service from the company,

one of which might be regarded
in tbe way of consideration
for tbe [rapohise, provided it fin

takem advantage of within one year;
but if 1897 In allowed to pass witbout
\be notloe reqoiring service, then tbe
company gets its fraochlse practically
n8 B free gift from the city. The
Counell bas concluded that thie le the
better policy to encourage such Iarge
enterprises,

Reygarding the service by which,
under a flve montbs’ netice given
witbin n year,the municipality can get
power at & given Agurethis Is not to he
marked down as a coosideration for
the fraucbise, even If mude available,
sioee, while it mey be advaniageous
lo the ©ltYy 1n some respects, 1t en-
taila no burden on the company;
rather, a contract of 300 boree-power ni
$256, or a municipal patronage ot $7,500
# year, may be looked upon a® n pretty
falr business propositioun,

Thbe otber conditinn presents a some-
what different aspect. It s thut, on
four mouths® potice given in 1897, the
powercompany willerect enough poles
with or ss-arms t0 admit of ligbtlog
the ity with 400 sro jamps; of
conrse, if tbhe company furnishes the
current for the lamps it will be paid
tr . If the requirement be made
wirthiu tbe year, however, It will
cauee tbe company to make s Conelder-
able oullay for poles, ete.; tut thile ia
nol wholly au expeuse to it, since the
company uees the pvlea wherever they
are within it own area of eervice, and
it this covers the whole district where
poles ute erecied, there s no extra
burden.

But the most important feature in
tbe rranchise, to the publle, i oot the
direct dealiog with the Utab Power
com any, whiob the people generally
welcome 83 they do aoy otber enter.
priee in which a Iarge sum of mopey is
invested, Thbe slgnlfivant p ot is the
intimation tbhat the city contemplates
golog into the business of munteipal
lightiog of streets. That is the point
of botb the service coonditions Im-,
poged in the franchise; for the city haa
use for neitber boree-power nor hare
poles exceptl In the adoption of snch
Jepsriare (fom its present and former

policy.

Thbe question of 8 municipsl electric
lighting plant theref.re becomes
a matter for cateful contemplation.
Is the olty Bnancially able to make the
ipvestmeut durlng tbe next year? And
if it is, do the present condlticns
justity the councluesion that the street
lightlug can be done gheaper by the



