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to what the people have the privilege
ot dolog if they wleb, the whole truth
may be conveyed.

—

RAILWAY DISASTERS,

Bunday, July 12, has added two
more to tbe ilet of rellway horrore—
the acoident on the Visconeln Central

at Obhleago, Ills,, and on the Chicago
and Northwestern at Logar, Iowa.
In both cases Sunday excutslon tralne
‘wers the victlms, and In bolth (hete
was carelesaness or forgetfulness on tbe
part of railway ewmployer. By ihe
fallure of irainmen 0 obey orders,
gcenes of joy were speedily trane.
formed 1D occapions of deepest sorrow,
and a terrible griel was carried into
many & home.

It 18 vain lo offer .any suggestion
al this time a8 to the adoption of means
to prevent lhe recurrence of such hot-
rore. ‘The rallway companiea do all
they can to avert acoldents, so far ae
can be done in the making and enforc
ing of regulations, and when those
regulations are dlsregarded or forgoiten,
there seems bo way Lo meel the exi-
gency but to punish the careless indi-
viuual who manifests forgetiulness, in

the bope of maklogy otber em-
ployes mote ocareful and thoughl.
ful, By the rigld discipline which

raljways enforce to preserve their prop-
erty from destruction, we can hope
that the nomber of accldenle may be
reduced to a minimum, bat yet there
remains much of risk on the failinge
and ehertelgbted ness of humanity.

There ie one feature of the Logan
accldent, however, whioh will not
briog o the road oo which it oceurred
that coneideratlon which olherwilee
might be expected for an efllciently
opersted rallway system. This teature
i Lhe bootlebness dléplayed by the
raliway offloiale after the noei-
dent. Basing thelr action the
expressed Ltheory thst lhe' accl-
dent was a8 ruilway affair, and
did o«k belong to the publle,
the rajlway refused to nliow the use ot
ite telegrsph lipee in the ordinaty man-
per to transmit information of the dis.
aster to the publlc through the megi-
gm of the press, oF to permit reporters
to ride oo & train to the ecene of the
accident. The theory set forth by the
rallway people ls itself wholly unten-
able. The rallwaye ate pubilo carriers,
receiviug veet benefits as quasi-publio
corporattooe, and wben there occurs
an event by whilob the property of
others than the railways 1s deetroyed,
of numau beings wre lojured or killed,
the afair becomes public businese. It
fa pu longer s malter that belonge Lo
the railway, bul to the public whuse
intetests ate dircotly aflected,

This matter if something that inter-
ests the general public {ar more than
the newspupere. The latter give the
pews as edrly ae it 18 obtainable; and
ino the caee of such accidents It shoulg
he oblainable to tbe publio immediately
on their occurrence. In buth laetances
on Bondey the rallway companies
were sorlously at fault. Lo one cave
there was a iong delay in Dotifylog
officers of What had oocurred, snd In
the othet thers wWas an unjustifiable
discoartesy in attempting to preveut
the publio from learning just what
bad happeced.

The procedure in theee cazes ia by no

on

means ocemmon. [o fact, upon some
roade 3t i more than s ratlway em-
ploye’s eituation Js worth to give in-
formation concerning an accldent on
tbe line where he |s engsged, excepl
upon judicial lnguiry. In some places
tbls procedure hae led to leglalation
wbich compels reilway companies to
poet notices of apcidents and make im-
medists reporte to pubiio officers of
evety mishap that brings iojury to life,
litcb, or propetty. In the distressidg
oclrcumetances of Bunday the efforte lo
withhold information of the accidents
were notbing less than s cold-blooded
disregard of the needs of those who
were viotime and of their Irlends, as
well a8 of the rights of the people
generally. Buch awful disaslers are
too bad of themeelvea without the
added feature of unfeeling diecoutrtesy.

THIR1Y THOUSAND PERISH,

Almoet B month ago the telegraph
brought newe of a fearful dlssster in
Japan, by which 80,000 people lost
thelr lives, 12,000 houses wete swepl
away, whole towns wiped out of exist-
ence, and an wotold amount of prop-
erty destroyed. Detalled nows of the
catastrophe, so far as such may be
available, pow comes to band,
It wase on Jupe I35, and the
people of npumercus towns along
the coast were celebrating Lthe
S'boy fleatival,”” Buddenly thete was
an eatthquonke shock, fuliowed by three
or four othere, not eevere, This was
abont 7:30 a.m, Haifan hour later
booming scund became audible from
the direction of the sea, HBume thought
It wae the nolee of 3 coming gale,
others that It was & huge wave In the
offing, and etlll others that it was a
schoot of whales, In each ol'the Jitlle
townsd the nolee was attriboted to varl-
ous oaueer. But the tomull iocreased,

and in a few minutes became aw
the deafening din of & park
of artillery. People were terri

fied and rushed Inlany; but tbey did
not go far, In less than heif sn hour
from the tlme the firet nolees were
heard, hlgh moantainsuf water hurled
themselvesover the Jand with terrific
force, Three vast waves swept inland,
and then retired. Five minutes was
sufficlent for the aotual work, but o
thut time the living population of tbe
nottheest coast of the main Ieland had
been reduced by the numher stated,
A lew people escaped in most of the
lowne, bat the majority were taken,
For instance, at the town of Kamalshi,
out of & posulation of 8,567 denth had
overtaken 4,700 and 500 were wound :u;
1,080 dwelilngs were swept awsy, In
the vilisge of Futalshi, oniy 100 per-
sons escaped dealh oul of & population
ot 780, and only two bousee out of as
many hundred remained standing.
At Vamadi, 700 boasee out of 900 werk
destroyed and 3,000 persons oul of
4,200. At Toni, 250 housea were ewept
away out of 289, and 1,103 persone
were killed and 82 wounded out of a
total of 1,206. In the Kissen district,
one fown and eleven villages attached
by the wave had 6,880 persons kiiled
and 1,660 bouees washed away or
wrenked. At Hobgo, the whole hamlet
of 150 houses was annihilated and the
sole gurvivers were m party of men that
happened to be playlng ““Go? o a

temple wituated on high ground: In

the perfecture of Iwate, where 86
towne and villages on tbe coast were
visited by the wave, 25,413 persons
were killed aod 6,799 wounded out of
u total popuiation of 104,771, The flg.
uree given up to the date of the offi-
clal report show 28,073 dead and 7,.
787 wounded, many ol the latler -be-
yond recovery.

If thisawful event had oenurred o
ourown lang it prtobably wollld have
situck the stouteet heart with terror.
As it fs, it may be passed over lightly
by many people; but tuken in Comnec-
tion with the catastrophes that are
oceurriog in thie country, it ehould
bring to mind the andeniable fact that
propbeolea concerning the judgments of
the last daya are being ralfilled. There
are earthguakes in divers places, great
and disastrous storme, the esea heaving
itself beyoud its bounds, desolations by
fAre and flood, by land and by sea, un-
til *“‘men’s hearts are failing them for
feur of that whiob ie ooming upon the

estth,”’
.

LONDON AND SaLT LAKE.

o —

Blaok and White Is the name of oue
of the best lilustrated weekly papers in
Europe, It e publlebhed in the Brlilsh
capital, and is the great rival of the
London Illustrated News., In lts
issue of Baturday, July 4, Black and
White devoled a page of fins illustra-
tiona to Balt Lake City and vlcluity,
evidently taken from s bock of viewa
irgued by an enlerprising Balt Laker,
The illustrations include u genernl view
of the oity, also plctires of the Eagle
Gate, the Temple Block, the Taber-

.oacle, Muuictpal Buildings (city and

county building), and other places of
note, including The Bathe, by which
is meanl the great pavillon ut Baiiair.
The paper bas mo attempt at descrip-
tion, except the following paragraph:

On the next pagoe will be found varlous
views of 9alt Lake City, the home of the
Mormons, which was recenlly admitted
into the American Unfon. The history of
the place and its peouliat community is
famiijar to many who Kknow nothing
at all of the disirict. From (hese ple-
tures it will be scen that the city itsel! 1s
magnificent, saud that many of its sur-
roundings are as interesting as the pus=-
tome of its foundera,

Bluck and White's etutement of the
admleslon of Balt Leke City into the
American Unlon ie not s wilp of the
types, bat an {llustration of 1be tmpet.
feot knowledge concerning thie iocal-
ily, even on Lbe part of a grest papet,
Toere seems Lo be no conception of the
fact that Balt lake City 18 but the
capital of the Btate of Utahh which was
admttled to the Union, and which Is
larger In nres than Eogisnd, bas hun.
dredn of citles and towos, and Is in-
habited by those who in civilization,
inlelligence nny the virtues of & Chtis-
tian people are the peer of aey com-
munily on earth, Bluckand White Is
& good place to gel some work in,shows
iog, in 8 pon-sectionai spirlt, the mag-
nificence of Ogden, Prove, Logan
and other ocitles In common with
Balt Liake, It thla were done,
with information pertaining thereto
given 1o conclee form such as the
psper cvnid allow space for, In time
there would he less resl truth 1o Black
and Whlne’a “hull’? that the bistory ef
this place apd ite pecople **is famillar Lo
many who kuow nothing at ali*’ about



