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discern and comprehiend the things
of God and without it they cannot.
They may reflect upon them, pon-
der upon . them, speculate about
them; they may come fo certain con-
clusions in their own mind by rea-
son and logic, but they cannot ob-
tain a know of these things
unless it is by the power and gift of
the Holy Ghost, which is a spirit of
revelation., How can this gift be
obtained? Ii{e¢an only be obtained
in the way that the Father has
pointed out, The way is plain and
simple, but there is only one way.
The ILord does not confer his gifts
Just as people please. The God who
governs the unlverse has a way of
his own. He does not ask us how
we want seed time and harvest re-
gulated, or how the earth shall re-
volve upon its axis, or how it shall
move around the sun. . He does not
ask us when we want warm weath-
er, or cold weather, nor when we
want the rain or snow to decend, or
the clouds to move away and leave
the sun fo shine forth in all its
splendour, He governsthe universe
by fised laws that cannot be turned
out of their way by the whims of
men. Andsoitis 1n the spiritual
universe, Earthly things are a pat-
tern of heavenly things,and as there
are laws that govern physical things

ern spiritual things. There is a
way by which this gift of the Holy
(Ghost as a spirit of revelation to
make manifest the things of the
Father and of the Son and make
them plain to morial men in the
flesh can be obtained, What is iL?
It is {ninted out very clearly in the
scriptures, but strange to say the
great bulk of the people who profess
to believe in the scriptures, do not
take that way when it is made plain
to their unders In the first
place, aceording to the scriptures,
men must believe in God. They
annot come to Him without they
believe in Him. Faith must. be
quizkened in the human heart, and
all people have power to believe,
When a servant of God, inspired by

*l

Christ had a right to baptize Him,

all. A man may confract a heavy
debt at a store, but his being sorry
for . having contracted the debt
would not pay off the old score.
Faith and repeatance, then, are the
first and second  prineiples of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, the first and
second steps towards the attaining
of that great boon, the Holy Ghost,
the Comforter. What is the next
step? To be buried in water in the

a man holding autherily from God
to administer that ordinance, and to
be raiaeid up from thﬂof w:hll'.:r F?tti]hat
person in the name he Father,
and of the Son; and of the Holy
Ghost. This erdinance is for the re-
mission of s&ins—not that water
cleanses the man spiritually, not
that the water washes away any
sins the man may have comunitted.
The blood of Christ alone cleanseth
from all sin. That blood was shed
for all humanity, but all humanity
will only obtain the benefiis flowin
therefrom by obedience to the

laws that relate to the matter and
pertain to salvation. We must obey
the commandments of the Lord to
obfain the blessings of the Lord.
““Noti every one that saith unto me
Lord, I.ord, Il enter into the
kingdom of ven, but he that
doeth the will of my Father, who is
in heaven.” Jesus Christ set the
pattern. He went down into the
river Jordan; He was baptised of
John; He was raised up from the
water, and then the Father testified
that He was well pleased with Him.
The Holy Ghost . descended 4n the
sign of a dove, and the Father spoke
from the heavens saying that He
was well pleased. Now, here are
the Holy Trinity all bearing witness
to this ordinance—the Son in the
water, the Holy
and the Iather in the heavens ut-
tering His voice saying, ¢‘This is my
Beloved Son,in whom I am well
pleased.” Christ set us an ezam}glebf
that we should follow in His

steps.  The man that baptized Jesus
he had anthority from yand if

the Hcly Spirit, preaches the word
of life, those who are desirous of .the
truth will be s . up into
faith by , the . power ' of . his
testimony and his preaching and
the authority of the. Eriaathuod. he
bears. That natural light that en-
lightens every man that comes into
the world will be awakened. For
light cleaveth unto li. ht, and truth.
cleaveth unto truth; and as the light
of the sun when it streams over the.
mountain tops wakens up the lat-
ent light in the earth, and as the
warm rays pouring down waken u
its Jatent warmth, so the testimony
of the servant of (.iod, by the power
of the Holy (#host and the authority
which he holds wakens up the na-
tural spirit of intelligence borm.in
every man and woman, and the tes.
timony he bears will flad an echo in
their hearts, the truth he sents
will be made plain to their under-
standing and they will see as he
sees, e bears teslimony that God
lives, Why? Because he knowsit,
He knows it by communion with
Him through the power and gift
and light of the Holy Ghost, and
as he bears testimony to the people
that God lives and that he is sent
with a message from Him, they ba-

in to believe, But If men beliove
n God they must also believe in
Jesus Christ as the Savior of the
world, as the Redeemer of man;they
must believe He is the Son of y
because all men come to God by.
Jesus Christ. . His name is the key
word of salvatllon. By Him we have
access fo the Father, and we cannot
come to the Father but by the Son.
The servant of God al=o rs testi.
mony that he knews that Jesus who
died on Calvery is the Son of God

aud the Redeemer of the world and

that he is ront as a witness of this, |

to bear his testimony -concerning
these things. Then, having exer-
cised faith In God and in Jesus
Christ, a natural desire springs up
too the commandments of God
and of Jesus Christ, These who be-
lieve see that they have transgress-
ed, that they have sinned,and come
short of the glory of God, and desire
to put away Lheir sin and cease to
do evil, This is repentance. What
s the next prineiple? Faith first.
All things must sprigg. from . faith,
for without faith it is impossible to
please God. Faith is the first prin-
ciple, repentance comes next. I do
not mean a wourning, 4 weeping; J
do not miean throwing one’s self into
Earnxyﬂma +f grief and. anxiety of

eart; 1l mean a fixed determination,
by the helpof God,tocease todo what
iIs wrong and try to do what isright,
That is the nexf prineiple. The
next is to get remiasﬂm ol past sins.
» Why,” some will say,if & man re-
peuts is he uot forgiven?” Not at

p|thing buta bath. Why should he

he had not that authority the bap-
tism would have been void, just like
ihe baptisms in the so-called Chris-
tian world te-day. Any man pre-
tending to be an official who is not
a bona fudeofficial, cannot perform a
valid official act,all his acts are vcid,
and any man who ha?tizea another
~—even if he uses the form, the for-
mulsa, all exactly right according to
the pattern—if he has not authority
from the Father, and the Son and
the Holy Ghost to baptize,
the baptism he performs:is no.

use thenameof theFather,and of the
Son and of the Holy Ghost? Does he
not imply that he has authority
from the Trinity? And if he has not
authority
the baptism is without effect; it is
as though it never was. Christ was
baptized by John, a man ecalled of
God, a prophetof God, a man hold-
iug- authority to baptize. Jesus
Christ also received His -authority
from God. We read that He “glo-
riffed not Himself to be made an
High Priesty but He that said unto
Him, Thou art my BSon, to-day

likeness of Jesus Christ’s death by |

Ghost descending, | Holy Ghost, the Spirit of the Lord,

{ had *one

believer and they confirm upon him
the Holy Ghost? Can a man
confer .the. .giit of the Holy
Ghost? No; man is but
the minister; the Holy Ghost comes
| from God; butthisis the plan set and
fixed in the economy of the heavens
whereby people dwelling upon the
earth shall receive this gift. Faith,
repentance and baptism, then the
F t of the Holy Ghost, by the lay-
ng on of hands.

gTuw,H ou will take up the New
Testament you will find that this is
the plan the Apostles followed in
every instance wherever they went
to preach the word of the Lord.
They called upon people to believe
in Jesus whom the Jews crucified,
and to be baptized for a remission of
their sins, .then have hands laid
upcen them for the tion of the
I:f:dy Ghost. They had authority to
baptize, but they did mot always
have authority to confer the gift of
the Holy Ghost. Philip went down
to Samaria and preached the word of
the Lord and a t many were bap-
tized, but they did not receive the|
Holy Ghost, although they believed
in Jesus and were baptized. They
could not receive that gift until some
one came down from Jerusalem hav-
ing authority, but when Peter and
John ecamedown and laid theirhands
upon them, then the Holy Ghost
fell upon them. When people re-
ceived this Holy Spirit in olden
times what were its effects upon
them? We read herein the New
Testament that people had an in-
ward witness that they were accep-
ted of God. That was the blessing
evely man and woman in the
Church énjoyed in olden times. It |
was no longer a matter of specula-
tion; they had the Comforter, the

which revealed the things of the
Father and Son to' them, and they
could say like Peter, ““Thou art the
Christ the Son of . the living God.”

in any #Fuch thing. Thereis fio rev-
elation now-a-days. There is no ad-
ministration of angels; that is all
visionary, allnonsense, There is no
pmphaayfn g now-a-days by the gift
of the Holy Ghost; there is
no ecommunicn with the Eter-
nal Father now. Jesus Christ
has' ‘been shut out from the
gaze of men for centuries and they
‘will not see His face again? Why
do people talk in that way? Because
the Holy Ghost has ceased to work
among the children of men. Hun-
dreds of sects and thousands of
preachers, but no Holy Ghost. Hosts
‘of men claiming to be sent, but not
one of them with authority from the
Almighty. Trained to be r{:ea.chm,
paid to be ers, desiring to be
preachers, but no communion with
the heavens, and therefore noautho-
rity from God. In fact they have repu-
diated the very idea of such a thing,
and a man who declares that he has
communion with the heavens
and authority from God simply gets
laughed at, and the cry is “Away
with him, he 1s au imposter, let him

the old Prophets.

Now in our own time, in the gen-
eration in which we live, a young
man came forth bea testimon

that he had bhad a vision in which

be put te death,” just as they did in |
the days of Jesus and in the days of |

that the gospel in all its ancient
fourity and power had been’restored

the earth? What did they do
with him? They hunted him from
place to place, from city to city, per-
secuting him on the right hand and
on the left. So-called ministers of
the gospel preached all manner of
falsehioods against him. They stir-
red up the populace agalnst him,
and time and time again he was
taken by wicked hands and ecast inta
prison. Some forty-nine times he”
was accused of wvarious crimes, but
no conviction eould be had. At
last they got him into Carthage jail.
A guard was placed around the pri.
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son. to muke his friends be-
lieve that he was safe, and
just . as soon 'as this idea

was established, the mob with their
faces blackened burst into the prison
and slew the prophet and his brother
Hyrum, who died for the truth and
| for the testimony of Jesus, the last
words the Prophet was heard to say
Were, “O Lord, my God.”
Joseph Smith, a prophet of God,
was rejected of men like unto the
ancient prophets. He came to a
wicked and perverse generation., He
came to a people who had turmed
away from ed and followed
after the ways of men. He

y{came. to a people who worshipped

he beheld the Father and the Son:

world had gone astray and that the
time was near at hand when the
gospel should be'restored in all its
fullness, attended by all its ancient
power, gifts and blessings,
wards he testified that divine beings
had come down from on high and
ordained him to the authority which-
they held when they were men in
the flesh, He testified that John
the Baptist, the same who baptised
Jesus, came and ordained him to the
same Priesthood that he held, and
gent him as second farerunner to

“‘God has revealed it to me, and I
know it. I am no longer in doubt,
My faith hasgrown to knowledge,
I know that thou Hvest, I know
that Christ is thy Son, and I know
that I am on the path ‘which leads
to thy presence.” What else? All
those who received thisspirit re-
ceived the aamuﬂirit. They were
no longer Sec , Pharisees, Sa-
ducees, Essencs, Herodians or of any
other mtjnthay were ‘‘all baptized by |
one spiritinto one body,whether Jew
or Gentile, bond or free,” and they
i.ord, one faith, one bap-
tism and one hope of their calling.”
Hence you see one of its eflects was to
make all see eye to eye, They
‘were no longer divided in their opin-
ions in to these matters, but
were united, seeing alike and un-
derstanding alike. Now, some will
say-it is impossible for people of dif-

from the Trinity, then|ferently econstructed minds to gee|on them for thereceptionof the Holy

and know'alike. Why? If they will
only reflect a little, they will see
that ‘this is not the case. How
many" people will dispute that five
times four make twenty? Is there |
anybedy that disputes that? In that

case all people understand alike.
And =o0'in regard to any of the prin- ‘
ciples of mathematics when under-

stood.  Now If we can agree in re-

bavel begotteen Thee. *  * .
Thou art o

order. of Melehisedek,”” Christ re-

{ceived His prissthood from the Fa-|why

ther. €hrist bestowed that same
authority.upon His apostles, saying
to them; ““As my Father hath sent
e, even so send I you.” Now here
is the.patiern: Those who believe
Land répent m :st be taken down into
the water and be buried from their
old livesyamust put off the old man
with his deeds, must be buried in
the likeness of Christ’s burlal and
raised up again in the likeness of
Christ’s resurrection.  Then, when
they come forth from the water, if
they have believed, repented, and
been baplized by a mansent of God
to baptize—then, “though their sins
be a scarlet; they shall be as white
as snowj though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool.”
They are cleansed, they come forth
to a new birth, they are born of the
water, and every time they partake
of the holy sacrament they witness
{-to God that they will econtinue in
His ways, walk in his paths, that
they have put on Christ, and that
they will remember Him to keep
His commandments in all things.
Now when people are thus properly
cleansed, and purifled and made
white, jike unto newborn biabes on
enlering into the world,” without
blemish or spet, then their taberna-
cles are fit io receivetho Holy Ghost,
How does it come? Like the remis-
sion of sins, it comes aceording to
fixed laws; it comes through the lay-
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priest forever after the | gard

gard to these things, why not in re-
to spiritual things?  If we are
all influenced by the same spirit
should we not see eye to eye
Thereis a day to come when “the
earth shall be full of the knowledge'
and of the Lord as the waters cover
the sea, and when no one shall need
say to his neighbor, ‘Know ye the
Lord,” for all shall know Him from
the least to the greatest.” All shall

baptized t and bavin

by one 'spiri
the Comgnrlei‘, which reveals the
things of God and ‘ makes them
plain to the human mind. The gifis
of the spirit are enumerated b{ St.
Paul in the 12th chapter of Corin-
thians. “To one,” he says, “is given
the 'word of wisdom; to another the
word'of knowledge: to another faith;
to another the gifta of healing; to
another ‘the working of miracles,”
etc.—different gifts to difTerent per-
sons, all by the same spirit.  What
else?  “Why,” rays the. Apostle
Paul, “the frait of the spirit is love,
-joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meek‘ﬁm, temper-.
ance” These aresome of the fruits

see and comprehend alike, being|tile, bond or free, Scandinavian. or
the glorious boon of the Holy Ghost, | lish, Scoteh, Welsh or Irish,all re-

wrought
der]t# wh

prepare the way before the second
coming of the Redeemer. Affer-
wards he testified that Peter, James
and John, who held ttie keys of the
:rgmmh t:Lin early times,came and

ained him to the same Apostle-
ship whieh they held, and sent him
forth to administer in the same way

and the Lord told him that thelto a

After- |

God with their lips, while their
hearts were far from Him. He came
people who loved darkness
rather than light, and therefore they
did the deeds of others who were in
the same position in previons ages—
they slew the prophetof (God. His
blood stains the soil of Illinois and of
the United Slates. His blood
smokes up to God with the blood of
Abel and wilh the blood of  all the
martyrs, and will be Jaid at the door
of a wicked and cormpt generations
for  although all did: net imbrue
their hands in - his  bleod, yet they
cousented to the deed and were
ready to say, ‘“served him right, we
are glad he Is out of the way.” The
same spirit is manifested towardour
leaders to-day, The  world would
like to see them slaughtered too.
What harm did Joseph Smith ever
do the world, - Hebore testimony of
these things to those who  professed
to believe in this. beok (the Bible)

that they were authorized to admin-
ister when they were in the flesh.
What was the consequenee? All the
world was turned against him, and
particularly- men professing to be
ministers of the Gospel. “All such
things,”” they =aid, e done away |

vile imposter.” Butin spiteof this
he hore his testimony, and people
who had been looking for the resto-
ration of the everlasting Gospel re-
ceived his ministry, His words pen-
etrated their hearts; they repented,

werebaptized, and had hands laid u

Ghost. But did they get the Holy
Ghost? ‘So theysay. They testified
to having reeeived the various gifts
—the gift of tongues, the interpre-
tation of tongues, prophecy, etc.; the
lame were made to walk; the ‘ears
of the deaf were unstopped; the
eyes of the blind were o
say, “I know that Jesus is the

with’, do not listen to him, he is a |

ned., They l

and who hug it to their bosoms and>
sing: 33

“Holy Bible, book divine,
Precious treasure thou art mine,”

And they rejected the very truths
contained in that book, that this
man, a prophet of the Lordﬁ)m-
claimed by the power of the Holy
Ghost.

We Latter-day Saints have

gather<
ed from all

ts of the - world fo
these valleys of the mountains, oe«
cupying a country north, south,east
and west, for about 500 miles.
Christ said that one of the ﬁllfﬂ of
His coming would be that ¢ -
Br] of the kingdom shall be ed
all the world for a witness unto
all nations; and then shall the end
come,” This gospel is being preach«
ed as a witness unto all jnations and
the end is approaching, What else
did he say in connection with this?
““And he sball send his angels with

Christ; I know that Peter’s testi
mony is true, and I know that this
mau, who is castout as an im r
is prul?het of God; the Hely Ghos
so testifies to me. Iam not depend-
ent upon his festimony., God, my

agreal sound of atrumpet, and they
ahaﬁgathﬂr together his elect from
the four winds, froma one end of
heaven to the other.,” Isaiah saw
them coming ““as a cloud and as the
doves to their windows;” and

Father, has revealed this to me, and
I koow it.”” The work wenl on.
Men were eridained with the same
authority and went to the diflerent
nations and wherever they went the
same eflects followed—JeW or Gen:

German, Itallan or French, Iing-

ceived this testimony; were baptized

tbrough hina the Leord has said,
4] will say to the norih, give u

and to the south, keep not back:
ing my . sons from afar,and my
aughters from the ends of the
earth.” We. have come from the
nations of the earth to the tops of
the mountains to erect a house to
the Gorl of Jacob, that we may learn
of His ways and walk in his paths.

into the same spirit, and received

coived the same

‘know that Jesus is the Son of

of our sing; we know that.the Lord
has brﬂ_:tgf}t us up out .of the miry
clay and placed our feet upon a rock
and puf a new song in our mouths

of the ppirit, and according to the
amount of the outpouring of that
spirit upon the different individuals,
so will be their postession of these
| various gifts internally and exter.
nally. If aman having the Holy
Ghost f;'):rﬂ._vm that he might have
the gift of tongues, and sets his
heart upon it, he will Tﬂt it,  What!
in this age of the world? Why, cer-

iﬂ% on of hﬁnda of menappointed b
the Almighty to administer. The
léy thelr hands upon the baptized

tainly, if the Holy Ghost has not
¢hanged. *
*Oh,” says one, *I do not believe

Lamb. Weare all looking forward
to the second coming of Jesus, aud
{he time is not far distant when He
shall come and relgn from pole to
pole and from shore to shore. He
will come 1o take wvengeance on
thoge that know not God, and .ebe
not the gospel; to cleanse the wﬂg R
as with the besom of destruction,
and tosubdue all things to Himself.
Well, what did they do with this
young man who bore this testimony

"
-

(God once more speaks.to men on the

the same gifts. This is why we are | earth; Jesus Christ bhas revealed
here dwelling together in - these | Himself, and the Holy Ghost, the
mounlain valleys. . We have all re«| Comforter, the spirit of truth,makes
gospel, the.same |manifest the things of the
testimony. Our testimony toall the |and of the Son, ‘“I'he Lord shall
‘world is we know that God Jives; we | suddenly come to His temple,” and
ody| we partake of fhis saerament to
we know that the atonement was|keep us in remembrance of this and
out for us and all the/{to prepare ourselves, for the day is
o will receive it; we know|near at hand.

that we have received a remission |

.,Fﬂ.tllﬂl.'

I bear my “testimony to you, my
brethren, sisters and: friemis, in all
sincerity and soberness, before God
and the augels, the heavens and
theearth, that I’ know  this work is

of everlasting praise to Ged and the{true. I am not dependent upon an~

other person for this knowledge. T
Enow for myself I have received
this Gospel in my heart; I have
tobeyed its ordinances; 1 have receiv-
ed of its epirit, I know that God
lives. I Emow that this work will
roll on., I know that the Gospel will
be preached to every creatvre. I
know that the honest and truth-
loving, who dare meet the frownps of
men, who dare face popular opinion,

wlll come out from thé gecis arud




