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sare the Newcastle men will oot join
thisstrike. They have had all that
Eind of husiness they want.”*

Othet coal companies are in the
aapne mind a3 the one named, and the
fight is now on in earnest. The com-
panijes appear determined to stand out,
<l aiming that the strike is wholly
wthout justification, ae there has been
no general reduction in wages for
sevelral years, the men heing employed
under tbhe wagescale of 18893, Tt will
be inteteeting to note the attitude of
the men after their week?’a experlence,
and in the changed nepect of affaire.

——

MAY DAY AT.HOME AND ABHROAD.

For years {t hae been the custom of
jaborers in lotelgn countries to make
Mayday s apecial occasion of demon.
stration. The return of bhenutiful
spring, the ajr fAlled with the flagrance
of the hudding trees aod flowers and
the love-awnkening warhlings of the
sweet, wioged slogers, hea hy a lacit
anderstanding been the time selecten
by tbe sons of Lonest toil to give voice
to theit own pentiments and to
let the world kpow that ihere
are millionse of human beioge lo
whom the reeurrection of nalute
to gupshine, life, love and joy serves
but to intensify their owu feelinge of
discontent and despair. They bave
made Mayday, ahove all other daye, a
tinue in which to reeite loudly and
sing ino goneert the wrongsa, real and
jooaginaly, under which they ara suf-

ing.
fer()n%y a few yerrs ago the hold idea
was concelved to induce every em-
pioye in the civilized world to strike
on Mayday, just to show the world ils
helpleseness without the taborer, and
to dJdemonstrate the Incalcuiahle lors
the latter have it in their power to in-
flict on capiisliste whenever they’
chose o act & a unit. T.h'e
Agitation Was carried on with great dili-
wence led by socialists and auarchists
in Eurofe, and the authorities had Lo
resort to extracrdinary mezagures Lo
prevent the reaiization ofl the ptan. Of
course, it oame to nolhing, or almost
to, hut greai apprehension wae at one
time felt for the resultr, should a con-
‘flict eusue. So far the labor demon-
atratione In Burope have heen cunfined
to more or Jess imposing parades, hot
@peeches and drinking. Io the larger
cities a few hundred laborers would
gather and march through the prinui-
patl streels, displaying their hanners
and characteristioc motioea; they would
ging patrlotic songe in ail sorts of key?,
sharps and flats at once, cheer their
orators, distribute literature, more or
Jess red, aud then resort to a
heer garden oaod epend a Week’s
wages or more until midnight, render-
ing themselves uoahle to provide a liv-
ing for their famiiles for several days
40 come, all the while closely watched
by the police, chjects of pity and con-
tempt, No douht there are exgept jona
among the numerous paraders of re-
spectable laborers in some countries.
byt 8s a rufe the lahor demonstratfons
in Europe have beeu of thia general
.character. Ags thoughtless tocis in the
bhapds of skillul agitators workmen
ha ve suffered themselves to he paraded
in the etreets, only to unstring the
ner ves of society and cauee what an-
snoyaoce there may be in that con-

diiion. No serious harm has been done
to anybody, except such as has been
to the cause of Iahcr itself.

Newspaper correspondents,however,
have slwayos made the most of it, and
the press on this side has mlways had
much to say about the wretched condi-
tion of (he lahorers mhreoad, predicting
u lerrible uprising as the result and ail
the time coutrasting the situation in
this couniry with that ot Europe as
one of Utopian excellence, It is allthe
molre surprising, therefore, to find our-
selves on this Mayday in a situation
more grave than that whick has con-
fronted either France, Bwitzerland,
Belgium or (Jermany for many a yeat.
Al tue very steps of the Capitol today
an advance ghard of unempioyed
laborers are enceavoring lo frame, ac-
cotding to their views, the legislation
of the country, and thousands are
directing their steps to Washington for
the same purpose, while thousande
atd thousands more are expressing
sympathy with the movement. Atthe
same lime the various lahor organiza-
tione contemplate combining for united
action In case of emergency; aud what
the fina! outcome will be, not even the
sages of the country can foretel),

Sutely it I8 the turn of the Eropesn
press now to discuss our trouhles, and
its comments consist chiefly of ex-
pressions of surprise that the govern-
ments of the various states have not
long ago made such & May demonstra-
tion impoesible; that that would have
heen the Europenn way weeks ago.

And in truth tbere is much in the
situation that is matter of wonder.
A mericans argue that the right peage-
ably to osssemble apd petition for
redress of grievances is necorded to the
citizens’ of this country., Nobody
questions thix; bul does that rigut in-
clude also the privilege of a free rlde
from oosst to comsst on the raiircads or
the levying of assessinents in theshape
of provisions on the communities
through whicti the march goes? Does
it warrant speeches of an mimost in-
cendiary nalture, like that In which
“(General’’ Carter indulged 1o in this
city yesterday?

All thinge considered, there is much
in this Cozey movement that is not
heesed on constilutiova] rights. It is
an aaomaly foreign to the institutions
of the conntry., It mwoay pass off with-
out any rerious results, hut it may,
abder certain conuitions, prove to he
the Iittle spark from which n great fire
ie kiudled, uncootroilable apu dis-
astrous,

GREAT IS THE MISSISSIPPL,

Tne near approuch of the semson of
floods in the Miasissippi valley, the
ever-recurting discussion of the jetties
at the mouth and the levews along the
banke of the mighty Father of Watets,
and the project of bridging the colossal
stresm above New Orleans—all direct
altention to the river itself, its trinu.
taries, the engineering probhlems it has
presented, the yenerous sums that have
heen and must etili be speut upon iis
improvemenr, aud lastly, to the restless
enterprise of the Ametlcan people
which refuses to be satisfied so long aa
there is stili one obstacle to overcome,
or ons more triumpbiof pkill and dat-
ing to accomplish,

The spring 18 the season for fHoods in

the Misalseippl, whieh io its lower
couree usualiy receiver a culmination
of the -early freshels, coming mostly
from eastern rivers, in March. From
the wesiern rivess come ithe laler
floode in June. Oucasionally there fs
ab intermediate flood resulting from a
late rise from the OQbjo, meeling and
combining with an early freshet from
the western snod northwestern streams,
It is worthy of note, and extremely
important in view of what may at some
time bappen, that within the history of
the white man’scheervation the highest
floodwaters from tha Obio bhasiu have
never yet reached the lower Missis-
Bippl ai the same time ae the other
basins, which act together, were di:-
charging, Buch a upited mazximum
dischatge would amount to more than
3,000,000 cubic fest per second, or
greater hy half then any recorded dis.
charge.

While the western trihutaries of the
great river possess the greatest interest
for citlzeus j/iving on this pide of i1, an
undersiandiog of the suhject may only
bhe brad hy considering aleo the Bources
of contribution from Lhe other side;
tor while the area comprised within
the Ohio watershed measutes only
202,000 square miles, a8 compared with
au area of 541,000 equare miles drained
by the Missour!, the latter does not
contribute as much ue does the tor.aer,
to tbe main river; and the upper
Miesisgippi, dreining an area of cnly
171,500 equare milee, coutiibutes neariy
a8 much ag does the Missouri, witn
more (han three ilmes the area.
Further affl uents of importance come
Irum the west, south of the Missouri,
between which and the Red river the
urajnage is 1m voiume mbout three.
fputths that of the Missouti; so that,
for purpoeee of essy recolloction, the
proporiions of theww contributions may
be g1ven as 100, 76, 668 and 52 for the
Obio, Missouri, Upper Mississippt and
Lloe Liower Weslern rivers respegtive-
Iy; while the proportion of unortheru
aud eastern drainage combloed is 1o
the lotal western drainage as the fig-
ures 4 Lo3 very nearly.

in this counection jt may he men-
tionedthat one explanatiou of the com-
vatatively small voiume of water
iutne. iuto the Missiesippl from tne
Miesourl walershed is thal, accord-
ing to the ohseivation o experl-
enced explorers and recent reporis
ot Unnea Biales engineers, the
upper Miseouri Is going underground,
Actunl mescuremenis show tonat he-
tween Great Falle and Fort Beutpw,
only tweuiy-five miles below, tne loss
iu vulumie ol watel 15 uo less thau 456
cublc feet per secuna. The enginvars
explain that the water euters ihe soi]
anu accounts for the preseuce of the
great Houtu Dakota artesian basing and
tne Huding of eyeless lish in these
artesian waters Iy cobslsient with tpe
explabation.

What gives to all thls consideration
of the Father oi Waters—with hg
sources and volume snd perio of
rige and fali—its preseut interest, is the
fact that tuere has Just heen beguuy the
final survey lor the great hridge wver
the river auove New Orlenus; tue data
ahove given will help the reader to ap
appreciation of the bwluness or the pro-
ject. The bridge is to have » main
chaunel 8pan ol 1,070 feet, » height of
104 feet ahove the mean water line and
a Ueight of 85 teei above the highesg



