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years his trilulations increased, aud
he was beaten and bruised, even
some of those who professed Lo be
his frieuds turning against him. He
pagsed through oone continual ex-
perience of mob violence. ln Mis-
souri he was condemned to death,
but was Jdelivered by the power of
God. He was Lhrown into jail, and
his people were driveo to Illiuois.
At last, in the  latter State, in
Carthage jail, he was assassinated.
But by hisdeath the purjoses of Gul
were not compieted. When he foll
by the hand of assassins he affixed
a broad seal upon his testiinory
which made it of foree upon all
the world.

His life was wonderful, and his
character remarkable. A Prophet
of Gud, in frequent communication
with angels, there was no affecta-
tion in his character. OFf him a
noted man sald that he was the
opposite of & Prophet and Priest,
hecause he was sociable, kind and
hospitalle. This man was mistaken
in the attributes of a Prophet of
God. Joseph was a child of nature,
aud an exemplar among men. He
relurned good for evil, as was
shown by the instance when be
was kidoapped to be put to death.
He was liberated, and took his
captors captive.  He treated them
with the greatest hoapitality, and
made them gueats at his own
house. He freely forgave those
who sought to work him the great-
estinjury. Hé wus a friend to in-
nocenre, and detested oppression
in  any form. Though his
body slumbers in the tomb, his =pir-
it lives and associates with the Gods.
He in gtill the friend of the saints,
and is cognizant of the oppression
upon them. He I8 at work, and will
continue to labor till the redemption
of Zion is accomplished. The
young men of Israel de thieni-elves
honor by bringing in the life of Jo-
sepl Smith as a part of their exer-
ciges. It was he who brought the
knowledge of God to the chiluren of
met in this aze. I commend to you
his life and labors,and to putin prac-

tice his teachings that you may re-
ceive the knowledge of God.

PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF |

testified to the kind treatment by
the Prophet Joseph of his raptors
and persecutors, as stated by Ilder
Roberts, As to the character of the
prophet, Brother Woodruft remark-
ed that he was without hypocrisy,
and this drew upon him the adverse
comment of clergymen and profess-
ed ministers of the Gospel.

The glee club sung a selec-
tion, and the closing prayer wis of-
fered by Kilder . F. Bmith, of
Morgan Btake.

2 p.m.

The cholr sauy:

Oome, Holy Ghost, our bearts inspire,
Let ua Thine influence prove.

Prayer was offered by Elder J, H,
Wilcox, of Davis Btake,

L. R. MARTINEAT,

of Cnche Blake, responded to the
sentimenit ““The future of Zion.”” The
speaker said that their interpretation
of the word Ziou wag iodicated in
a revelation given to the Prophet
Joseph HBmith in the year 1833,
which he read. The future of Zion
wng fi theme which should be of
mote than commoun ioterest to Lat-
ter-dsy Baints, for if they could but
penetrate the future they would see
¢losely  interwoven  with  their
everyday lJife the glory and
grentoess of Zion naud  her peo-
ple. IL would be Iimgpossible
for the Lord to have a Zion upon
the earth, as predicted by ali the
Holy Prophets, «dless He had a
vople who desired to be pure in
eart nnd carry out Hie inatrue-
tions and commandments. Hedid
oot know where today they could
look for a people who were ex-
emplars and stapdard-beavers of
those principles which would exalt
and purify the humau family if
they could oot be found in the
young and rising generation of the
Latter-iay Sainte. The speaker
adverted to the trial, and persecu-
tions through whicn the Saints had
passed ever since the organization of
the Chureh, and said the courage
and fortitude which they had dis-
layed throughout had no parallel |
in the annpuls of history, They were
taught that in the future the Saints
would have to endure mauy scourg-
ings, many more trials and persecu-
tione belore the redemption should

draw uear. [7e therefore especially
counseled the young amoeng
the Latter-day Baints to hold

firmly to the principles which they
had espoused, for to renounce them
on account of what the world might
pay would be the greatest moral
cowardice they could exhibit. The
Latter-day Saints were engaged in
a conflict in which truth and error
were the two opposiog forees, but he
himself biad no (slouht. as to the ulti-
mateissue. He had no fear that the
young men of Zion would depart
from the fuith of their fathers, that
they would barter their pripeiples
for political or other privileges
which might be held out ta them.

Let them mnot be discouraged
because of the unpopular-
ity of the work im which they

were engaged, but rather look to
the fulfilment of the promises of
@od which awaite:] His people and
to the glorious future of Zion.

R. R. FARNSWORTH,

of Sevier Stake, responded to the
next sentiment, “Testimony.>? He
remarked that all who had confi-
dence in the promises of our Lord
oxercised faith, and_those who did
Hin will could testify that this was
not the gospel of man but of. Jesus
Christ. It was 8 wonder to the
world wby the young men and
women among the Latter any

] Baints «ling so closely to the gospel

taught them by their parewsts, o

The choir sang the hymn eoml- | that which the world was pleased

mendgiug:

0, my Fatier, Thoua that dwellest,
In the high nnd glorjons pince.

The FPriesthood of the Becomi

Ward officinted in the adwminpistra-|our

tion of the Bacrament.

to call *Mormonism.”’ It was not
because of the wisdiom of their

rents, however, but because of the
E:;irit cobnecled with the gospel of
Lord Jesus Chrlst. revealed
1800 years ago and restored to Lhe

783

earth in this day and generation.
He, for ooe, knew that neither
Jogeph Bmith, President Brigham
Youny, President John Taylor, nor
President Woodruft' hhad the power
to vonfer the Spirit upon mankind
that eould be enjoyed in the Church
and Kingdom of God at the pregent
time unless God had acknowledged
their acts, unless they held His
Priesthiood and authority. It was
within the power of all Latier-day
Saints to secure a testimony from
the Lord, if they but sought for it
humbly and faithfully. The Church
of (God would yet triumph, and not
all the forces which man might
seek to bring ngainst it could stay
its progress.

N. G. SOWARDS,

of Ban T,uis 8take, in responding to
the third and last sentiment, “Per-
secution and ite reaults,”’ said the
people of God in all ages of the
world had had to suffer perseeution.
Whenever a ray of truth dawned
upon the face of the earth it had
tween the mission of Batan to oppose
it. This had been so from the time
of Christ down to the present. The
speaker referred especially to the
ersecutionsand trialsof the Prophet

oseph 8mith and to his subsequent
martyrdom. He also drew a Dhicture
of the suffering endured Ly his eo-
laborers and followers for the Gos-
pel’spake. Notwithstanding all this,
however, thev stood firm to their
faith, and the trials which they bad
undergous only made the ﬁeOple
more united than before. Though
persecution still followed the Baints
it bound them still closer topgether,
and this would continue to be the
case until God’ work had been ac-
complished here below. 'That work
would go on despite all the oppositiou
that could he brought to bear against
it.

PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF

then addressed thie conference. He
said insubgtance: No mau occupy-
tog the place that I do at this time,
addressing a bouy of Latter-day
Baints, could answer his own mind
or the minds of those who hear ex-
cept by the inspiration of Almighty
God and the assistance of the Holy
Ghost. If1 were to tell this congregn.
tion which has assembied together
as a Mutual Improvement Associa-
tion of the young men and maidens
of Zion that T was not deeply fu-
terested im your welfare, T should
deny t e falth. Indeed thecircum-
stapees im which we are placed
cauee 1ne as well as my brethren
to huve the Jdeepest Interest in the
rising generation who dwell here
In the mountaine of Israel. T will
tell you why: [ realize the fact
that this world with =all its
kingdoms, thiroues, prineipalities,
and powers, with all ita wealth,
seas, rivers, lakes, it shipping, tete-
graphs, railroads, its mines, ite gold,
and silver, the whole of it hus to go
iuto the bunds of the young men
and maldeps who dwell upon this
earth, who stand in the miJst of
some fourteen hundred millions of
the human family.

Hud I the power to wll by the

visions of heaven, by the revela-
tioos of Jesus Cflrlst. what will



