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the shahshall and his three wives

they are in a scrape just now in
london for which even the most
rabid of mamay well
arrespare somebome pity evenyEveryeverybodybod knowsknows
tthauthataz this highly estimaestimable10 but
somewhat eccentric gentleman
nashednash ed din the king of ringskings
cornucopia of delights command-
er of the faithful and all the rest
of it has arrived in england with
all his diamonds shawls
and feathers and that it is I1import-
ant

ort
to send him baekback homemathein the

bestbeat of humor and spirits in fact
the importance of this as a matter
of national policy can hardly be
overestimatedover estimated evereven bincesince general
Outram gave the persians susuchch a
drubbing at kooshak and
merah sixteen years ago a time
which must have revived disagree 1

able recollections the experience of
xerxes and other wor-
thies of the olden days there has
been an uneasy feeling among the
children of which it is of
infinite moment to great britain to
allay and remove especially at
this moment when the lances of the
czar are piercing the heart of cen-
tral asia and the Korakush
either flies over khiva or is very
seriously meant to fly there is it
essential for england for the sake
of her indian empire to be on the
best terms with the shahbaah and his
people now to assure this would
seem the easiest thing in the
world the sources of pleasure and
concillconciliationatlon are many and they amare
close at hand there is unlimited
honor and hospitality and wind-
sor castle and the crystal palace
and balmoral and the isle of
wight and a feast of turbot in the
city and of whitebait at green-
wich and a dash at deerstalkingdeer stalking
in tlethe highlands and plenty of
nice little armstrong guns and
breech loading rifles to be sent
as presents by way of good hope
to check lethe hordes of
when in the early future they
descend from vanquished khiva
but still is london perplexed and
unhappypv for there is a dark cloud
overhanging all these joysj a cloud
which has no silver lining

the dismal truth is that the
shah having apparently no faith-
ful giffler or aieAle to advise him
to the contrary has brought to
england three wives and the inso-
luble problem the maddening diffi-
culty is to determine which of the
three is to be asaskedKed to court and
treated as his Maje consort A
breach of etiquette would be a mor-
tal affront and to invite all three is
out of the question polygamy of
course cannot be recognized or en-
couragedcou raged at the court of victoria
and to ask the commander of the
faithful to nominate a favorite in
his triple partnership might be mis-
chievous in persia as well asav offen-
sive to his majesty never were
the magnates of the bedchamberbed chamber
or gold sticks in wailing so sosorelyely
put to their trumps as by this un-
foreseen emergency the situation
to this much married potentate
himself has doubtless seemed
a matter of course very likely he
thinks that since the sovereign of
britain is a female he could not
please her better or pay a higher
compliment than by bringing with
him as large a detachment of
feminine royalty as possible the
practical adadvantagevante too of leaving
fewer of his spouses behind him to
squabble at teheran has doubtless
not been of by the shah
who is baldraid to have a good fund of
common sense but whatever the
ideas of his gorgeousgorgeJorgeous Blajemajestyskir on
the subject those of his hosts arere
eclipsed with dismay hardly
anything else for the moment is
talked of the claimant the
campaign in khiva the resigna-
tion of thiers the ditterbitter need of
paying the alabama claims the
new season of opera are all banish-
ed for the nonce in favor of this
knotty question from the orient
the hilarity of the london season
is checked and subdued and even
the mirth of punch has taken a
lachrymose flavor never was a
foreign monarch more eagerly and
curiously expected in england than
was the successor of harounaroun and
Ifmahmoudahmoud and never was the luck-
less recipient of a white eleeieelephantpliant
in slamsiam moremote perplexed than the
english now that with his three
wives they have got him anewgnew
York rimesTimes

spain is meditating the last des-
perate step of a bankrupt nation
the issuing of a forced paper cur-
rency the new ministry will
habehave to assume the obnoxious task
of raising money in this way
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