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from the productsz of the soll, go to

Kaysville, once one of the most barren

ﬂnces within the whole valley of Ball
ake.

Bo we mlght continue to enumernte
lpstances of thla character, in which
the Liord has blessed the earth
and the people who have inhabited
theso valleya—these once barren lands
—have received the good things of
theearth. They have not made it by
speculation, nor by merchandising,
por by banking; but they have got it
by tilllng the soil, and they have
reaped abundant rewards for their la-
bors. They are possessiog thelr homes
in peace, just as the Liord eaid they
phould, and they are eating the good
things of the earth, which is rieldlng
In its strength for thelr austean-
ance, And why is this? Because,
although there may he many among
us who are not living ss they should,
and who are not magnifying the law of
God; while there may be many who
are derslict in their duty, who are
thoughtless and faithlees,»nd who may
even be unworthy of the blesslngs of
God, there are certainly enough, asit
appears, Among us who are liviug
thelr religion, acd wbo bhave gome
here with an sye single to the glory of
God, according to His commandments,
that they are entitled to the fulfliment
of the promise that (God has made, that
the earth should be blessud for thelr
sake, and that they should eat the good
things of the earth, whil-h should
yleld du ita wurength for them. I testify
Lo you that this istrue. 'The Lord hoe
blessed us thr ushout the lenythe anl
hreadths of the land, wherever our peo-
ple have nettled,

Well, hut, gayes one, supposing {hese
samw lands pn§ hren. oecupled by un-
bellevers, would they not have heen
blessed :8 much A8 we have been
blexse 7 Woul: pot the sanie reanlts
have followed thatl we see now? Why
sbiould we cinim tuut any diflerant re-
Fults have folluwed the inbors and the
faith ot the Latter-day Bainta then
would have followed the unbeliever?

Now, us [ do not know whether
thie same re:ulte would have followed
the uubeliever ag haes followed the be,
It ver, urver having seen ft tried or
s tuven, [ wlll not pretend bers to suy
Lthat the ame results would not hav
Iptlowo 1 thelt actioua if they had
vome here aud done the work that we
Jouve duney vbut this I willeap: I ac-
kuowledgs the hand of God In making
this varren waastes fruitful. I give to
iny H avenly Father the credit, the
uonnr und the glory for my prosperity
In this | ou, temporally as well as
spirituslly, Weo olaim that the Liord
Almighty nas blessed these mountain
valieye for thesake of His pecple, and
4 defy any man in the world to prove Lo
the contrary. Itisin thia regurd just
a8 Paul expressed with respect to
preaching the Gospel: Paul may plant,
und Apnlios may water, hut verlly
God giveth the increase. It 1z God
who giveth the jncreage after all, I
believe further that when the children
nf Isrrel were obedlent to the com-

mandments of God and were pubject to,
His law, then tne land was hlessed j
I believe that they en- | that no king sha!l rule in this land, ex-

for their enke.

Joyed the early and the Jatter raius, |cepting God and Christ,
in lisithis 18 verified.

and that thoe earth ylelded
strength for their sustenance. I also
believe the Beziptures which testlfy to
up that when the pebple ot Tdrael pnid

their tibhings andthelr offeringe, und!

were faithful i. bhenoring the law of
(God, they had abundance for all their
necessities,and they bad great accumu-
lations of wealth besides, Then the
Liord prospered them, and when they
went up before their snemies, their
enemies fled before them, and they
were o)oguerors. But how changed
thls was when they began (o depart
from the way of lite and to desert
God, who had befriended them and
led them out of Kgypt and planted
them In the promised !and! Then the
rains were wiibhheld; then the soil
begame ashes, ns it were, under their
feet; then the fruitful fleld became
barren, apd the people began 1o
mourn 8n4 to suffer, beoause of the
chastening hand of God that was upon
them. No longer did He bless the soll
that it ahould yield in ite strength fer
them, and no longer did they reap in
abundance the good thinge of the earth,
beciuse the wrath of God was upon
them, and it contlnued upon them un-
til they were carried away oaptive by
their enemties, When they went out
one way before their enemies, they fled
before them seven. The vine e¢ast iis
fruit befere its time, and they were
smitten with the mlldew, with the
rust, with the dryuth, and with a de-
vouring Ineect, until the Liord wasted
them away. And all this becauee
they ceased to exerclee faith in God, or
to ive with an eye single to Hie glory.
“Now, I believe that the same G.d
rules today that ruled then; and I be-
lieve that He has called this people for
the same purposethat Hecalled the seed
of Abraham bLefore—that he might
name His nAme upon us, and that He
might gather togetuer a peculiar pev-
plu, 8 righteous people, B peopie whose
oyes nre gingle Lo the glory of Gud, a
people who love the Liord with all
their might,miud audstrength,and who
love their nefghbur as themselves.
For this ia whut the Lord commanded
us fu the revelation which 1 have read
to you today. And [ believe that the
man of the woman thut would deny
the hani of God in blessiag these
valleys for the suke of the people
that dwell in them would he gullty
of blasphemy, and would withhold
from (God the oredit that is due to him
for his marcies to the children of men.
Are not the Gentilea blessed? Yes,
they are, upon all thla great land,
Why? Because notonly is this Torri-
tory of Utsh apd the oiber surround-
Ing wrritorles which ure ocoupled more
or less by the Latter-duy SBaints, the
land nf Zion, but thls whole csutinent
of Awerlea is the laud of Zwa. It ts
a chofce lund above all others on the
fuce of the earth. You cannot find its
equai, 1n all respentg, upon the face of
the globe. I have traveled a little in
the trepics apd in the easteru worl |
but I have sven uo lapnd that can crym-
pare with this. It is a cholee land. The
Liord suye s0 in His blessing, through
His servant Jacob,upon the sons of Jo-
seph, to whom thisland wae promieed
ag a0 inheritance—an Inheritance that
should excel that of their brethren. It
is aluo declared in the Book of Mormon
that 1t I a choice land alove all other
lands, Furthermore, the Lord has said

H.w truiy
This land 1s Dot the
birthplacs of monarehs or of tyranny.
It is the birthplace of freodom, the
iand of liberty, the land of peage, the
land of plenty, a land flbwing with

mllk and honey. It 8 B God.-blegpey
land unto all men who dwell an it, apnq
eapeuiallgto all that will honor the
pame of God upon i1, and it is more
blessed unto those that acknowledge
the hand of od m qy
things. Burely then thuse that
do not honor the name of God ang dq
not acknowledge His hand in 4
things wiil share, at least Io parg jia
hleesings. The Liord says in this réve.
lation: ‘“‘And In nothing doth mapp
offend God, or against Done lg hig
wrath kindled, save those who confeng
not his hapnd in all things, and obey
not his commandments.’”’ If, thap
the unheliever s blessed upon thjs
choice land, how much more blegged
will the bellever he {f he will only he
!aithful, honor the name of Gog, and
acknowiedge his hand cheerfully ip )}
things.

Thie I8 the object for which the Loryg
hag raised up a Prophet in thig dlspen-
sation, This s the object for whigp
He has orgapized His Church jp the
midst of the children of men, It 1a gy
thie reason that the Holy Priesthoog
has been restored to the earth, God
has opened the windows of heavep
and agmn appeared in person ynpg
man in this age in order thag the
world might not go Into ahgolute
darkness in relation to Himse)t, yy
that infidelity might he stayed, ‘thay
uut elief might be checked, that faith
might again spring up in the heartg of
the children.of men, and that there
might be a people gathered from eve
nation aud from every tongue a;ﬁ
people whu would acknowledge the
hand of God In all things, who
would lywve Him with all  theyr
might, mind and strength, who wonulg
avck tn love thelr neighbor ss theyp,
selves, wbo would swek 10 do uppg
others as they would have otherg do
uuto them, who would seek righ:egyg,
nees rather thau inlquity, who wouig
bless God 1o their hearle and hoppy
Him in their lives, and who wouly
bless the earth, and ask God to blesg gt
atd sanctify It by their gnod worky umi
by their falthfulne®s unto the nume of
theNMoat g:ligh God.

ow, if you want the land 10
more blessed, if you want .(,h":[‘,’f(',‘§
la  greater wbundance the ygo4
things of the earth, do better, be
more righteous, be more honest be.
fure the Lord, hosor Hie laws ang keep
His ¢ommandments mote falthfully
than you have done in the past, nny
the Liord will pour out mora,nmj
greater blesstnge; fur it 1s aaid herp tp
the revelations that He designg to
make ui the richest of all pesple.” Phe
riches of the mines, tbe riches of the
so0il, the riches of our flocks and herJg
18 well as the riches 0’ eternul life.
which is the greatest gifi of God, He
has designed (o bestow upon ’H}g
children that wlll keep His oom.

mundments and hooor Hls pame
But whosoever will not do this.
there will a time oome whel;

the justice of God will reach that per.
a00 or peuple, and they will receive
thelr reward,

Let us pause right here for s mo.
ment. We do not preach the goapel of
fear. We do not seek to terrorizs (he
souls of men. We do notask a man
to berighteons bechuse of the terrors of
the damned, We do Dot want yoy to
be good begaudg you fear the punish.
meaqt of the wicked, We do not want
yuif to do right beeauve of (he penalty



