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being a quarantine prisoner on board
the austrian steamer thalia lying off
beyrodtbey rout syria I1 have more time to
read and write than I1 care torfor just now
and after persuingpersuing some literature on
egypt I1 feel impressed to cull a few
items for the NEWS in addition to what
I1 have already written I1 will explain
that I1 sailed from port said egypt in
the evening of wednesday june loth
bound for syria and palestine and ar-
rived off beyrodt the following day at
2 p in the ship and all on
board were almost immediately put
under ten days quarantine on account
otof coming from egypt where cholera is
raging at the present time from our
placepace of anchorage we have a beautiful
view of beyrodtBey rout a city of about
inhabitants and the mountains of
lebanon the higher summits of which
are still covered with the snow of last
winter villages are seen on the lower
mountain slopes everywhere on the
morning of our arrival oft beyrodtBey rout we
hadbad a good glimpse of mount Carmelin
palestine as we passed by also the sites
of old tyre and sidon of bible fame
lying on the mediterranean coast and at
the foot of the lebanon range

W H davenport adams in his
egypt past and present opens his

narrative in the following language
of all the countries of the old

roman empire egypt is perhaps the
most attractive both for the student and
the traveler time has clothed it with
a strange and solemn charm has spread
over it so to speak an atmosphere of
mysterious romance and the mind can-
not but be impressed with awe and
wonder which contemplates its sphinxes
and its pyramids its colossal statues
and huge obelisks its monument of a
remote antiquity to which the antiquity
of greece and rome is but a thing of
yesterday long before the
founded athens long long before an
etruscan colony sowedbowed at alba longi
the first seeds of imperial rome and
long before abraham walked with
angels in the plains of mamre egypt
was studded with great cities and had
developed a complete system of civili
bation you may trace back its annals
for some four thousand years before the
birth of christ and many of its docu
ments are undoubtedly the most ancient
memorials of human skill and labor
existing in the world we are ac-
customedcus tomed to think and speak of the
hebrew patriarchs as the worlds gray
forefathers but in truth egypt was a
powerfulpowerful and opulent empire even in the
dayss of joseph and while jacob and
his sons still tended sheep in the grassy
solitudes of the asiatic plains it waswa
in the egyptian schools moses wawas
trained to become the lawgiver of the
jewish people its pyramids were ris-
inging on the bank otof the nile at an epoch
coeval with that of abraham and isaac

we see then that egypt was the
cradle of the worlds civilization
thence greece derived her art her
literature her science and improving
them in the light and falness of her
own exquisite imaginations handed
them down to imperial rome whose mis

sion it was to diffuse them over western
europe

and such as egypt was in the dawn
of human history such is it now in
many important respects no land on the
face of the globe has undergone so
little change true it is that its palaces
are masses of ruin half buried in sand
that of memphis and of thebes and
karnak only the shadow otof their former
glory survives that in the seat of the
pharaohsPhara and the Ptole mys sits the
descendant of an alien race but then
consider that its pyramids survive al-
most uninjured that tsits language re-
mains that the nile still rises and
swells with annual regularity that the
animal life teeming on its banks is the
animal life worshippedworshipped loved or dread-
ed three thousand years ago by the
subjects of rameses that the khamsin
a hot south wind still scorches the

meadowlandmeadow land with hot fierce breath
that beyond the narrow belt of verdure
which the bright river traversed still
spreads the boundless yellow expanse of
the dreary desert that the husbandman
still finds his sustenance and support in
the palm and cultivates his little garden
of leeks and other vegetables that the
creaking water wheel is plied now as it
was plied in the days of Necta
consider these things and own that
monotony is written everywhere on the
face otof the land

egypt occupies the northern corner of
the african continent where it is linked
to that of asia by the isthmus of suez
and separated from that of europe by
the waters of the mediterranean it
stretches inland from that old historic
sea which for ages has been one ofodthethe
principal channels of the worldsworldIs com-
merce to the first cataract of the nile
that of assonantAs the ancient gyene or
from the parallel of latitude 31 31

1 to
to that of ae24 af3 north its eastern
boundary is formed by the red sea on
the west it is bordered by the ever
shifting sands of the libyan desert
following the track of the nile we may
compute its length at about 530 mmilesiles
its breadth may be measured by tthathat otof
the nile river valley for the cultivated
territory does not extend beyond the
limits marked by the yearly inundations
of that river three fourths of the
egypt shown upon the maps are a
rocky sterile waste and except the val-
ley already spoken of the only culti-
vated and habitable portion is found in
lower egypt or the delta an area of
between and square miles

the average width of the Ninile valleyleValley
according to mr adams is up to the
aoth parallel about seven miles while
that otof the cultivable land does not ex-
ceed five miles and a half the valley
is simply a strip of alluvial deposit an-
nually fertilized by the sediment
between cairo in lower egypt and
dedton in upper egypt the maximum
breadth may be taken at eleven miles
the minimum at two further south
between and assouad the con-
traction of the valley is so great that it
may more justly be called a ravine as
scarcely any soil exists on either bank
but hom the waters of the nile ththe
rocks spring up like cliffs from the sea
bold abrupt and precipitous

lower and middle egypt are deficient
in wood though not utterly bare as its

scenes are adorned with the tamarisktamaridr
and the palm and on the border land of
the desert bloom bright sweet gardens
of jessaminejesamine and orange whenever
the soil is fairly cultivated and properly
watered it amply repays the toil of the
husbandman yielding luxuriant crops of
tobacco cotton sugar cane indigo etc
among the shallows of lake Manzaleh
lingers the once prized papyrus la-
the beautiful valley of fahoum myriads
of roses burden the air with fragrance
and every peipeasants tiny nook of ground
affords a supply of leeks garlic melons
and cucumbers nature however is
much more genialin upper egypt and
a recent traveler declares it impossible
to paint a more pleasant ideal of a sum
merlandmer land than the egypt above thebes

the soil of egypt is remarkable for
its fertility and it is fertile because it con-
sists of nothing more or less than ther
deposits of its river waters nile mud
as described by st hilaire is a sort of
brown earth emphatically called terre d
egypt it consists of rather stiff clay
but with an extremely fine grain it is
very soft aridand unctuous to the touch dis-
solvessol v es readily in water and possesses
scarcely any odor when dried it be-
comes very hard as maybemay be seen in the
deep cracks which furrow the groundsground
some time after afie waters have retired

the trees of egypt are not only few
in number but of few species first
and foremost must be ranked the date
palmealm which is for the egyptian what the
readbread fruit tree is for the polynesian or
rice for the hindu it susuppliesplies him
withwith food and clothing andant house and
furniture it is his all in all his staysstay hisbis
wealth his very life scarcely interiorinferior
in importance is its congener the doum
or donadom palm the arcada or sot tree
of the arabs is also common it
furnishes the skittie wood of the bible
is the mimosa Nilo tica of botanistsbotanistsanaand
extensively adapted for ship building
and for similar purposes add to them
the sycamore and the tamarisk and our
enumeration of the principle trees vfof
egypt is complete

the animal life of egypt is far more
varied and abundant there are fine
breeds of the horse the ass and the
camecamel I1 the last named being the favorite
beast of burden the giraffe has been
driven into the wilder districts by the

advance of modern civiliza-
tion the hippopotamus is only found
inin the far reaches of the nile but the
hyena the wild dog and the jackal still
prowl at night through the streets of the
large towns the ichneumonthe stork
the heronsheron the purple goose and the
sacred ibis are almost as common now
as in the olden time though the un-
reasoning passion of english travelerstrave lets
for making large bags of game threat
ens to them land

egypt as mr howard hopley in
his under egyptian palms remarks
is wonderfully populous with the feather-
ed tribes their division and sub division
are infinite from the smaller bird lings
that dwell in the mimosa whose plumage
gorgeous with all rainbow hues abso-
lutely bewilders you with its beauty up
through the ranks of wild and water
fowl to those big vultures and august
eagles which perch solemnly on desert
peak or crag or skim lazily aloft in
wid air there are endless gradations
their tameness appears to be extra-
ordinary you may almost walk into a
flock oiof pigeons on a stubble field which
when it rises around you is so dense asaas


