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Spirit, the very moment we start out in
the wrong direction and undertake to
do something that is not pleasing in the
sight of the Lord, we will feel rebuked
by the withdrawal of that Spirit, an.
when itis withdrawn we feel unhappy
and uncomfortable, and we doubt and
hesitate. The Latter-day Saints are not
led blindly. We areled by the 8plrit
of the Lord, and we are eniitled to
know, plainly and distin tly, that every
step we take is proper and right; for the
Spirit of the Lord will bear testimony

concerning this to every faculty
of the soul. The withdrawal ol
that Spirit is a certain indication

that we are starting out fn the wrong
direction—that we have said or done
something that is not right; for the
Spirit of God is never giieved with
anything that is right and proper. It
rather increases and warms the heart
anc the marrow in our bones when we
do that which is right. But when we
take the opposite cuurse and it with-
draws itsell from us, there {cllows a
chilly sensalion. So that we are placed
m a conditlion where we may positively
know whether our course ot lile is right
tn the sight of God and such as we can
be proud of. This is the unction that is
bestowed upon us in answer to our faith
in God, our repentance, our baplism
and the laying on of hands for the re-
ception of the Holy Ghost. We are
also entitled to know, and we do know,
that the Gospel is true. We know that
the angel came to the Prophet Joseph
and conferred vpon him the Aaronic
Priesthood. We know that Peter,
ames and John, the Apostiés ol the
rd Jesus Christ, did come and lay
their bands upon the Prophet Joseph
and Ol ver Cowdery and conlerred up-
on them the Apostleship, with all the
keys and powers ot that Priesthood
This we know as we know that we live,
and we know that others may know it as
we do; and we know 1oo that the light
of heaven, the revelation ot God, the
Holy Ghost, the iruth, attend upon the
souls of men everywhere, if they will
but allow their souls to be open so as lo
receive the light {from heaven. It is
given to every man born of woman to
have power to believe and doright as
well as to do wrong. The Lord has
not sent Us here and so deiermined our
conoitions that we cannot do1ight. We
can do right. That power is within us,
and God expecis us 1o exercise it to do
His will and to accomplish His pur-
poses. And in addiiion to that natural
ower that we enjoy through being the
ﬁg‘himate sons and daughters of God,
He has beslowed upon us the gift of the
Holy Ghoust. He has given to usthe
Holy Ghost to be oLt companion, tu in
spire our heans, that we shall not be
lelt in doubt, or to wander witlL oat some
power to guide us safely to elernal life.

These are the privileges and blessings
that have come to the Latier-day Sains,
and there is no people in the earth that
have the independence ol spirit that
Latter-day Saints have. They must
have that independence to be Latter-day
Sainls, coupled with the help of the
Lord- He comes 1o ouraid ana gives
us strength to comply with His require-
ments by conferring the Holy Ghost
upon us—ihat same Spirit by which
holy men of old wrote and spoke, and
their writings were scripture and the
Yt et e the Spoint vhat well
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_Yesterday I listened to reports n
Davis Stake. I think they were a little

the bestreports that 1 have ever heard;

in a Stake of Zion. In faci, they were
so encouraging that l almost tremhbled
for fear they would not remain as good
as they seemed to be at the present
time. Butl did rejoice exceedingly in
listening to the very flattering and
promising reports from every corner of
Davis Stake. It seemed to me as though
the Presidency of that Stake had taken
in hand every Bishopric, the High
Council, and the presidents of quorums,
and every department of the Stake, and
had given them careful and personal
attention; that they had labored with
them and brought them to a spirit of
improvement and advancement such as
they had not reached before. 1 lelt that
1 must urge them to continue and to
keep the ground that they had gained.
When we have gained a little ground by
dolng well for a while, we should be
secure thereon and not lose the advan-
tage thus gained; for every successiul
step we take helps us to another. We
expect to gain L.y degrees, step by step,
until we come into the presence of our
Heavenly Father. It takes persistence,
deteymination and constancy for usto
succeed in our efforts as Latter-day
Sairts, and it is important that we
should possess these qualities. We
should not only be firm enough to
stand out against the whole world, but
we should have that devotion that will
enable us to stand firm to our con-
victions and to our determination lo do
the will ot God. Qur repentance should
be genuine, and genuine repentance is
eternal repentance. Itis not repentance
for a man o bea good man for thirty
years only. What 15 repentance? ltia
to be good always. From the time that
a man 15 convinced ol his sins and sees
the importance of reformation, his re-
pentance to be genume must be from
that ime henceforth and forever. That
reformation is not genuine that needs 10
e relormed every little while; for when
a man who has been forgiven returns to
his wickedness the jormer sin comes
upon him aguin, and he becomes ke
the Sow that is wasbed reiurning to her
wallowing in the mire, or ke the dog
to his vumir. To bave exaltation and
eternal Iite it is important that we shoulu
not only commence being Saints, but
we should end being Saints. There is
no power on earth that can deprive us
of this glory only that which is within
us. A man's salvation does not depend
upon his neighbor or his kindred. The
Lourd has given to every individual soul
power, it he will but exercise it and do
the will of the Lord, to eurn eternal lile;
and he has power also to go to destruc-
tion U he wants to doso. If a man has
power to do wrong, he has power to do
good. But we are of the earth earthy,
and we are iuclined to lean toward the
things of the earth. We are rather in-
chned 10 take the downhill road. ltis
difficult to travel upbill. But itis the
uptult grade that we undertook to travel
when we embraced the Guospel, Tising
higher, doing better, advancing upward
toward our Heavenly Iather. The
downhill road leads to destruction and
to death. But the spirit ol loyaity to
the Kingdom and the King, and to the
principles of salvation that have been
revea ed, will brng us out successfully
at the end, For that reagon I would

that spirit of loyalty to all that thea:;ni!s'
around nsin our everyday walk ot Iife
and to every requirement of the Gospei
that we may make our calling and
election sure and be exalted jn th
presence of our Father. Amen, 5
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Japan, China and Russia, and our mjg.
ister there will be an important charac-
ter. There is a large American colgp
now in Seowl. The Americans ari
doing most of the mission work of the
countfy, and there are a number of
Ammerican pfficials connected with the
government. The climate is a good
one, and the place is bv no meaps 50
black as it has been palnted. Yoy re-
member what Gen. Haldeman, the ja1e
American minister 10 Siam, raid abgut
it. He was asked whether he wished a
re-appoimiment to Siam, or whether he
would not prefer togo to Corea. He
replied:

“1f 1 were told that I must go 10 Siam
or to Hades, 1 would, I suppose, answer
that 1 would go to Siam; but it the com-
mand was that I must go to Hades of
Corea, 1 certainly would not choose
Corea.”

AN ASIATIC SOFT SNAP,

Gen. Haldeman had evidently not been
to Curea. The minister there hasa
much better position than our minister
at Bangkok. He has betier quarters
and Corea is one of the countries in
which Uncle Sam owns his own house
‘The king, 1 think, donated the langd am;l
the home of the American minister is a
commodious, one-story tuilding, cover-
ing considerable ground, and decidedly
comfortable, though I was told (hag it
was slightly unbealthy,and that the secre-
tary of the legation who had last lived in
it had nearly died ol fever in conse-
quence. Thi-is nothing, however for
a consul or a diplomat, as to which
wilness the number of consuls who die
every administration at Vera Crur from
yellow lever, and the others who are
taken off by miasma in other countries
of the world. A few repairs would
make the legation buil ing in Seoul all
right, and our minister has something
like five acres inside the brick walls
whica surround his home. He bas
a one story building which forms his
office. The king has given him a guard
of soldiers, and he has five umes as
many servants as he ever had in Amer-
ica. When he goes about the city he is
“toted" along in a sedan chair by four
men, and his officials stand at the gale
and are ready to open it whenever he
comes into his vard. The place pays
$#7,500 a year, and this on a siiver basis
15 equal to $15000. Tuere is a readin
room. which 15 kept by missionaries an
other foreigners, within a stone’s throw



