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nodand chinese can supply their troops
with all sorts of modem munitions of
wararar they have millions of dollars in-
vested in war material and their sol-
diers and marines are armed with the
newest and latest inventions As it is
now it looks as though china would in
such a case have the friendship and
support of the king but there is much
dissatisfaction with the government here
seoul and the japaneseTa would not lack
friends or followers the king in fact
cant help himself as regards china
he has borrowed money from the chi-
nese government and all of his customs
receipts have been mortgaged to pay
the interest on the debt the king is
so much in debt and so hard pressed
for money that whether a war occurs or
not he is bound to open up corea to
foreigners he has a wonderful king-
dom filled with enormous resources
and it will pay american speculators to
keep their eyes on the mininmining and rail-
road lantpossibilities of this land

corea is perhaps the least under
stood land in asia and it is one of the
most wonderful countries on the face of
the globe I1 paid my first visit to it six
yearsrs ago only a short time after it had
beenn opened up to the world about
fifteen years ago no foreigner could land
on its coasts and shipwrecked sailors
were forced to stay in the country for
fear they might carry news of it to the
barbarous people of europe and amer
ica during my stay in it I1 have trav

led many miles over its mountains and
I1valleys and I1 expect to push my way
if possible right through the interior of
the country to the west coast I1 have
visited mandofmany of the countries of the
world but this is the queerest and the
least known there is little information
in the books of travel concerning it
there are no guide books whatever
it is like no other country and every
day I1 hear new and strange things
about it and its people it isas going to
be Aa very important country in the eyes
of the world its people are of their
own kind and gen clarence great
houhousesethethe american adviser of the king
tells me that the land contains between
sixteen and twenty millions this is
about otieone fourth of the population of
the united states it is in factfac more
peopleepple than there are in spain it is
9halfalf again as many as there are in mex-
ico and three times as many peoplele atas
can be counted in the statemaneiroof newdevorkyork
these people are scattered over a terri-
tory of about one hundred thousand
square miles take your map of asia
look at the northeastern part of it and
you will see the peninsula of corearuhanging down like a nose from the
lower corner of siberia and the chinese
pprovincelovince of manchuria this peninsula
is of about the same shape as florida or
italitaly and it hishas something like the area
of taethe latter country it is between four
and five hundred miles long and from
its extreme north to the southeast coast
the distance is about the same as that
between cleveland and new york at
no place is it much wider than between
new york and washington the sea
surrounding it is peppered with rocky
islands and its lower coasts are only a
days sail from japan

THE COREAN GOLD MINES
whatever be the outcome of this

trouble with japan and china it isis
bound to result in the opening up of the
country and the character ofof the land

f
and its resources will be matters 0
interest I1 have traveled over rolick of
corea and I1 have asked questionsquett ions about
all parts of it it is made up of moun-
tains and valleys there are a few
large plainslains but the valleys are as fat
as the lowlow lands of the nile and the
mountains are filled with all sorts of
mineralsmi the gold mines of corea
turn out from two to three million
dollars worth of dust and nuggets every
yepyear and practically nothing but placer
mining isis done all of the gold belongs
to the king and I1 hear it whispered that
hisbis majesty has a great quantity of bul-
lion stored away in his palaces not
long ago it was a necessity that some
money be raised at once to complete
the electric plant which is now being
put into the palace and there was prac-
tically nothing in the treasury

forty seven thousand dollars had to
bbee gottenotten or the work could not go on
the king was especially anxious that
that there should be no delay and he
sent to mr power the american who
has charge of the electric lighting two
boxes of gold dust and nuggets these
came iromfrom the palace to mr powers
house the distance of at least a mile
without a guard and it is a question
whether the porters who carried them
knew what they were bringing the
gold was packed in pine boxes and
thesethese were hung upon a pole which
rested on the shoshoulders of the two men
who carried them the only man who
went with them was the corean internet
er of mr power they were opened
when they reached the house and were
found packeded full of gold dust
gets the nnug getts were of all shapes
and sizes from goettsthatat of the head of a pin
to lumps as big as your fist there
were two lumps of solid gold of this
size and another was as thick as the
palm of a mans hand and of about the
same shape it waswag of such a natureamature
that it could not have been rolled
the water and it must have been found
vevery near the side of the original lode
Tthish gold was sent by mr power to the
mint at osaka japan there was
pounds of it andan it assayed eighty seven
per cent foldgold and about ten per cent
silver itt was sold to the hong kong
and shanghai bank for and the
money was applied to the part papaymentyment
of the electrical machinery which is now
supplying his majesty with light there
is littleittle doubt but that the mountains of
north corea are full of gold and a great
deal more is probably gotten than is
generallyenerally supposed the corean citizen
hasfas no secsecurityarity of property and the
possession of money always brings the
officials down upon him and they suck
at his vitals till the money is squeezed
out of him every now and then a
native will come into the establishment
of the the american firm at
and will pay for what he wants with
gold dast which he takes out of a pipe
stem or from a belt which he has bound
about his body under his clothes often
men want to turn the gold into corean
cash and it is by no means safe for them
to have it found upon them the mines
are worked under a superintendent who
probablyy getsets a big slice of the output
by the ailetaid of modem mining machinery
there is no telling what they will pro
duceduceattat present not even blasting powder
isis used to get at the quartz and the
rock is broken by building a fire against
it and then when it has become hot
water is thrown upon it and this cracks

the quartz such bits as can be gotten
out are laid on a flat stone and burbig
round rocks are rolled oyerover them aagain
and again to crush thenthem and at I1least
fifty per cent of the gold is lclost therehezeare no pumps no quicksilver and no
chemicals such of the gold as isis got-
ten comes from washing thehe sand imdand
crushed rock with water in hand ppans
and in the winter the rock is Ccrushedauls
and boiled to free it otof gold

there are large copper mines in differ-
ent parts of corea and a great deal of
this isis dug out smeltedsmelter and used in the
manufacture of brass ware brass isis
more used perhaps than any other
metal the eating utensils including
dishes spoons and chop sticks ate
made of it and all ot tthehe washbasinswashbasinwash basinssu
the country are of this material
quality of the brass is superior to that
which I1 have seseenen inini any part of the
world it takes a polish like gold and
it is wonderfully bright and pure none
of the copper is I1 believe exported and
the same is true of the coal theMWcorean coal mines which lie near thebigbi city of ping yan about milesbilm
north of seoul so dr appenzeller one
of the best posted missionaries of thecountry tells meare rather coal ququarriesvera
than shafts the coal is dug from dihe4
top of the ground and it is taken 1

the minimum of expense it is aam i
anthracite and it would bring rirightht cef I1

i in the capital from xo10 to 12 a ton A
big trade could be carried on in aittoit to tiii
different partsarts of china and the mefi
asAs iit iis fardaljapanan sells millions of dolltworthor h of1 coal every year aoand the win
which I1 visited last mouthmonth in
china were disposing of from i I tpto1

2000 tons of coatcoal a day the coall
comes to seoul howeverhowever goes chichiefly I1

to the palace and the mines aawait
practical men to turn their dusky 1 rrinto veritable black diamonds

agriculturally considered the coucountry
is very rich gotnot one twentieth ofoftI1trigteacultivated and the fact that the officials
take the greater part of the crapse
moves all incentive to work and thiethe
people farm only enough to keep than
alive almost anything that cabbe
raised in the united states can jah
raised here and rice is grown side bl
side with wheat and barley there iii
plenty of good grazing land and theabe
cattle are very fine and formform the beasts
of burden of the country I1 dont think
the people are naturally lazy they axave
strongstong and well meaning they bayehaW a
fair idea ofof justice and right andandlee
civilization is by no means a barbabarbareebarbarerewCB
one with security of property and in-
centivecenti vetoto work they could easilybe
taught to accumulate money and if the
foreigners are allowed to take hold of
the mines and build railroads coreacom
will in a short time approximate japtha
in its progress it has been severeseveral
times on the verge of giving concessionsconcessiconces aas
to foreigners and only a short time mpago
the king had agreed to such a propropose
tion an american mr james R
morse who had spent yearsvears in corea
and who is the chief partner of the
american firm now doing business henhem
was called from new york to seoul to
see the king about the matter he was
a thoroughly responsible man in every
respect and he had at his back some
millions of american capital he cameca
to seoul and after a time got the prprom-
ise

i m
of such concessions as would havohave


