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nt Vesuvius and the Modern Neapolitan;

He Is Very Like His Volcano Trusting Ancestor
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within hearing of the almost constant
muttering and bellowing of the moun-
tain,

Many of these habitations have thelr
foumndations lald fn banks of lava
which has come down from the mouns
tain, When they are buried In a fresh
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That danger lurked within the hollow
mountain had become a vain tradition
Nobody believed in it and nobody felt
ingecure, and the fiery inundation came
without a warning,

Not so the eruption of 1908,
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have been selsmic disturbances at in-
tervals suficient to prove that the flery
monster has only been sleeping.

But it has taught the Neapolitan no
especial lesson, He {s the same today
a& ever, and there I8 no promise that
tomorrow will work any change In
him, Naples is in all things superla-
tive and self contradictory, Its people
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are like it, Squalid, easy of consclence
and not averse te sharp practice, they
are kindly and helpful to the stranger
within their gates, going far out of
their way to do him a favor, It is at
once the most unwholegome and repuls
sive of cities and the most fascinating
wnd beautiful, It repels strongly, but
with still greater power, It
attaches itself to the memory forever
by the magic of its great bay, its dome
of cloudless sky above, its mountain
backeround and fts riot of color and
environment,

Nowhere else may found such
characteristic clty life in Naples.
The march of civillzation, the spread
of"industrial and commercinl activities
the refining touch of prosperity
have dane great things for it In mods
ern times, but the glamour of Neapoll-
tan strect life hag not been dissipated,
crowd of New York or Chicago 1s
pushing and vociferous, but it is unl-
form and inteliigible; It Is clearly a
crowd intent on busginess. The crowd
of Naples is a general tide rolling up
el in the middle of it are
a hundred eddies of men Here you
are swept on by the current: there you
are whirled by the vortex,

A diversity of trades disputes
passage. You dre
still by a carpentar's
lost among the wares of a dealer In
kitchen utenzils, you dash behind the
puts of macaroni stall and youn are
v garlie soller garvlanded
hiz fragrant ecibl It

nliracts
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own

your
brought to a stand-

bench, you are

with steings of

Is a reglon of caricature, and every
bargain sounds like a battle, It seems
to you that all the city's inhabitants
are In the open air and that all its
trade I8 carried on In the street. All
sorts of vendors jostle each other on
every side, and the atmosphere {8 rent
wllth their not unmelodious importuni-
tles,

Besldes the dealers in lemonade and
melons and hot sausages and roasted
chestnuts and macaroni In its protean
forms that are common to atl Italian
cities there are professional letter writ-
ers who for an infinitesimal tee will in-
dite a love letter or a dun, street cob-
blers who will mend your shoes while
you walit, barbers who will shave you
or cut your hair on the pavement and
a thousand and one other persons who
are willing, but not overanxious, to
serve you In a8 many ways,

When you see it all and become
somewhat acquainted with the nature
of the Neapolitan you no longer wonder
why It is that even Mount Vesuvius
with its towering menace through all
the centuries has not been able to make
a lasting impression on the happy go
lucky Neapolitan,

EDWARD J. STILES.

POSTMEN ON SNOWSHOES,

Strength and courage are needed by
the men employed In delivering the
malls in the Rocky mountains, In
winter the undertaking 1s difficult and
dangerous, Sometimes the carrier is
swept away by a snowslide, and
months roll by before the brave fellow
and the mall pouch are found, About
fifty of these mountain carriers risk
thelr lives daily on the dangerous trails
in Colorado, carrying the malls on
gnowshoes to the most remote mining
camps,

Only hardy men of resource can do
this work, for twenty-five pounds of
letters, papers and packages become
very heavy and burdensome In climb-
ing the mountains, These carviers
know the peaks, passes and tralls as
wall as the city carriers do the streets
and numbers of thelr districts,

On reaching the summit the carrier
sgtraddles the pole, and placing his
snowshoes close together, beging his
descent, Omne accustomed to the work
will go down the mountains with the
swiftness of the wind—a mile a min-
ute,

But it Is not so with the one who is
inexperienced, for out sglips the guid-
ing pole, up come the snowshoes and
the unfortunate carrvier, mail bag and
all, goes rolling down the mountains in-
stead of sliding down them,

P IICALSORE S ESN——

AN ENORMOUS SEAL.

Not the least Interesting thing in
the recent French presidential election
was the great seal of the republlc—a
geal so grent that its progress to and
from Versallles entalls something like
a processfon, 1t detes from the na-
tional assembly of 1871 and exhibits a
full sized France on her feet. It is so
tremendous an instrument that it is
mounted on a wheel and requlres three
men to maneuver {t. On the day of
the election It was affixed to the three
regulation coples of the officlal record
of the proceedings—one for the new
president and one for each of the
archives of the senate and of the cham-
ber, after which it was solemnly es-
orted back to lts domiclle in Paris,
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- Unique Phases of Life From All
Strange People, Interesting

A RICH BRETON PEASANT,

Mlle, de Gueneo, herewith reproduced

A MACHINE WHICH SUPPLIES AND PRINTS TIOKETS,

from a recent photograph, I8 a4 young
Frenchwoman who has been painted
by many great artists. She is the
daughter of one of the richegt pearant
farmers In Brittany., At her wedding,
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FENCING AS PRACTICEP
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AT A JAPANESE

GROUP OF JAPANESE FENCERS.

The eut shows a group of Tokyo po-
Heomen equipped for Whila
fencing they as if they were in
actual warfare pringing about with
catlike movements and yelllng as the
excitement Increases until one or
other is obliged o acknowledge defeat,
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THE WORLD'S TALLEST
BUILDING IN NEW YORk

No skyscraper that has
erected can compare in |of;
the Binger building, which will to
above Broadway at the ('ul‘!n"r\"r
Liberty street, New York elty. It wit
soar upward to a helght of t;ll
stories, G056 feet from the ground n..\"
to the highest point of the '(:upul;:, “|‘y‘.{
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famous Park Row building, which has
enjoyed the reputation of being
champlon skyscraper, has only thirty.
two stories, and the new siructure wij
be twice the height of the Flutiroy
building, which has been one of the
sights of the metropolls ever since its
erection,
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THE LAZY MAN.

It must be admitted that some of tha
best work that has lived has been done
by indolent men. This is especially
true as regards literature, The flest
description of a sunrise was written hy
the poet Thomson in bed. Colerldge
was one of the most indolent of men,
yet his work Is, of its kind, unap.
proached,

One of the most Important improve.
ments in the steam engine was due 1o
the indolence of James Walt. Many
other examples might be quoted; by,
as a general rule, it is fairly correct to
say that work which is the outcome ot
meditation or prolonged obszervation is
best performed by people whose natural
indolence malkes them careless of the
strife .and bustle in which an activa
temperament would tend to [mmerse
them,

Electric fishes, exposed to the actlon
of radium, have been found
their electrle power completely and to

to lose

suffer in health,

Over the World:

Scenes and Famous

Folk

REBUILDING THE CAMPANILE.

we the pro
famous campanlie

ns nave be

sent condition of the work on the tower of St, Mark,
vhich collapsed suddenly over three years ago,
n lidd and the work of laying the superstructure has

Ample means have been secured to complete the rebuilding,
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A DESPERATE SITUATION.

One of the contestants, as appears in
the picture, has fellsdd to the
ground by a heavy blow from hls op-
ponent’s stick, His only available re-

wree I8 to make a thrust at the lower
part of his adversary's body, and it is
doubtful if he hys the strength,

been

pushed as rapidly as possible,
the great basilica |s going on constantly

Restoration of gome por-

FOLICE STATION

A VALUABLE BIBLE.

The Bible once owned by Ben Jonson
is to be sold at auction in London, It
18 written in Latin and was published
by John Morstus of Antwerp, Belgium,
in 1599, It Is the vulgate of Pope Six-
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PONT MAX
Ivisv
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tus V., and the title page is a beautiful
plece of work. On a fly leaf
great writer's own quaint handw
is the inscription, “Ex dono
Strange, Benjamin
tenet,”
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ARMED WITH TWO SWORDS.

Sometimes a stirring bout with two
swords Iz fought, The short weapon
Is usad for defense and the lohger one
for the attack. This kind of fencing
requires the most skillful and alert
management to steer clear of accident,
evm'lhuush the contest {g a mimic one,

OFF HIS GUARD. ‘

In the pleture one of the g h-"f
raised his weapon in both han s 10 ll
filet a crushing blow, but before he “”.‘
launch it his wily and agile 0P ‘H"‘l':"
will seize the opportunity to pler ”‘-.
unguarded body, This fs one f )
most telling moves in Japanes
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