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will not suffer for lack of money.
About twice the amont asked of the
government will be furnished in other
ways. 'The mianagement Inelude some
of the biggest capltallsts of the Unilted
States. The president is Capt. J. M.
Brinker, the man who bullt the rail-
road In the gorge below Niagara Falls,
and one of the richest men of Buffaio.
The vice presldents are Chauncey M.
Depew, ex-Gov. Roswell P. Flower and
E. B, Thomas, president of the Erie
rallroad; while among the directors are
men like H, Walter Webb of the Van-
derbilt family, Daniei O'Day, presldent
of the United Plpe Lines, and a dozen
other men of note, including the presi-
dents of the big e¢lectrical and other
companies about Niagara Falls. The
secretary of the exposition is Mr. R.
C. Hill, a former newspaper man, who
got hia first eXperiehee with Interna-
tional showa when he was on the Phila-
delphla Press durlng the centennial,
and who has been connected with near-
ly every great exposition since then,
having been the representative of the
Buffalo interests at Atianta and Nash-

Mr. Hill at he exposition
headquarters this afterncon and had
a chat with him about the exposition
and Its prospects. 8ald he:

T think there {8 no doubt that the
exposition wiil in its way be fully the
<qual of, if not superior to, the World's
Falr at Chicago. We will not spend
anything like the money that was
spent at Chicago, but we wil! not need
1o do so. God has done for us what
manh had to do at Chicago. We have
Niagara Falls two miles below us. Tta
enormous water power is now In har-
ness and the falls will run our ma-
chinery and furniash all kinds of nowvel-

ties. 'The exposition, you know, Is to
he loeated on Cayuga Island in the
Niagara river. This island Is just

above Grand Island, about two miles
above the falls. It i8 only a short
distance from the shore and is bound-
ed on one side by the Niagara river
and on the other by the Little Niagara.
The island covers about 200 acres, It
js In the shape of a big fish, and I8
the fdeal pldce for an exposition. We
¢an reach it from Buffalo In thirty
minutes. ' The street cara will take
wou in fAve minutes to Niagara Falls,
and within half an hour You can goO
from It té a dozen towns and villages,
where good accommodations could be
secured. ‘The river admits of ali kinds
of shipping displays. ‘We cah have
lagoons and lakes, and pur river front-
age lg more than 4 mile and a half
long.”

"How about the hulldings, Mr, Hil1?"
1 nasked.

"The plans for them have been made
and we are about ready to give the
contracts. We shall not attempt the
wondertul archltectural dlsplays of
‘Chicago. We are going to put up sub-
stantial structures made of iron and
glass and ro made that the exhibitors
wlll feel perfectly safe, QOur plan Iz to
congcentrate the buildings In a group
s0 that you can see all the exposition
with the least labor, and still have
plenty of room outside for recreation,
*The buildings will be on the low lands
of the juland, fronting the Little Niagra
river. This will be the nearest point
to the electric car lnes and the rall-
road depots, and the buildings will be
w0 arranged that the moment you atep
on the grounds you will be in the ex-
position proper. We had intended at
first to put the 1Inited Btates govern-
ment building In the center. This may
he changed, however, as the officials at
Washington think they would like to
have a building off h~ themselves,
fipace has heen allotted to all of the
great South American  countries.
Mexico hae annlied for a large amount
of ground and the Canadian exhihijt
will probably be very fine. T am now

tn correspondence with Sir Wilford

Laurier. He is anxlous that Canada
should have a good show and it is
probable that the Canadian parliament
will take the matter up very soon.
You know the exposition is not stmply
a Buffalo affalr. We call it the Niagra
Frontier Expositien and we expect
Canada to have a big part in it. In
connection with the Canadian exhlbit
there will be rooms showing life on the
Klondike, All of the methods of gold
washing and mixing will be exhibited.
There will be representations of the
cablins of the miners, of the inhabitants
of the Northweat Territory. and other
things, so that one wil have a chance
to know all about the country without
taking a trip to Alaska."

“I suppose you will have a fine elec-
trical building, Mr, Hill, will you not?”

"No, we will not have an electrical
building,"” was the reply. “The ex-
position will be filled with wonders of
electricity in ita pvery part. Every bit
of machinery wiil be run by electricity.
The most wonderful of the illumina-
tions will be electrical, and there will
be things shown in this‘llne which will
be a revelation to every one. Nlkola
Tesla, who, you know, made the dis-
coveries which led to the harnessing of
Nilagra Falls, has promised to devote
a great deal of hia time to the electrl-
city features of the exposition, He will
not take charge, of course, hut he will
give us his best work in the way of
Ruggestions and plans. A}l of his own
wonderful lscoveries will be shown,
Edison has also promised to help us,
and we ghall show the wonders of the
age of electricity as they have never
been shown before.
A LOOK AT THE MAIN BUILDING,

"Here, for Instance, ls a picture of
the main bullding.” said Mr. Hill, a=
he picked up a large photograph, re-
presenting an enormous building, with
steps leading up out of the water on to
an esplanade, ornamented by statuary.
The top of the bulliding terminated at
the center in a great dome, and this
in a tower, upon which was an enor-
mous globe, from all sides of whieh
clectric rays seemed to dart forth,
“You mee that globe,’”” said he: “that
will eontain the most powerful electrie
Hght ever made by man. That is an
electric tower, and the globe on fta
top 1s 360 feet above the ground, The
globe will be fifty feet n diameter,
#0 big that vou ceould net put it Inside
the walls of the:average house, When
the light §8 turned on that great ball
will blaze with a dazzling fire. You
will be ahle to see it for fifty miles,
and It will be a beacon light for the
ships on Lake Erle and Lake Ontario,
Niagra Falls will run it,and the greunds
of the exhibition will be flooded with ita
illumination. The tower will be big
enough for an elevator, but that will
not be the means by which visltors
will be carried to the top. No, they
wlil be taken up around and arcund
the tower in an electric ear, which wil]
run on a trolley, nad which will, with-
in a few minutes, lift a erowd from the
gronnd more than three-fiftha thc
helght of the Washington monument.

*The building below thls will be de-
voted largely to industries and inven-
tions. At the right and left will be
great halls given up to art and educa-
tlon, and at the back there will be
other hulidings of large 8ize, Alto-
gether T think we will have about ten
great buildings covering more than
fifty acres of floor space. The present
idea is not to make second stories to
any of the buildings.”

*“How about the state bulldings?”

“We expect to give each state some
apace, and a number of the states have
already signified their Intention of
erecting bulldings. We are getting ap-
plications In large numbers from the
different citics. We have many appli-
eations from the blg manufacturing
egtabiishments and nearly all of the
great interests of the country have

glgnified their intention to make ex-
hibits."

“How about the Midway Plaisance?
Will you have any of those horrikle
naughty shows that were exhibited at
Chilcago?” T asked.

"We will not have a Midway Plais-
ance,” replied Mr. Hlll. *“As for me I
don’t want anything that will be
naughty, but we will have all sorts of
ortental shows. This feature will be
in a department of the isiand Kknown
as the Byzyry. The word really means
a row of stars, and in this case the
stars witll be of the first magnitude.
We have already had a big offer from
a syndicate to lease this part of the
expogition. ‘They propose all sorts of
novel oriental features. There will be
representations of Constantineple and
Venice and other citlez. Then Imre
Kiralfy and others have made applica-
tion for space. Kirally was hera the
other day looking over the ground. He
would llke to get up a spectacular ex-
travaganza, and use in connection
with tt the wonderful electrical forces
which we have here, He thinks he
could surpass the Black Crook, Amer-
ica, or any other thing of the kind
which has ever been produced. Buf-
falo Bill has applied for quarters for
his Wild Weast Show, and we have one
man who wants a place to exhibit a
series of railway pyrotechnics showing
all features of life and~death on the
rall. This will be composed of rall-
rond wrecks, train rohberies, collisions
and all the comedies and tragedies of

the rail,”
“How about the Ferris wheel?" T
asked,

“We have been offered the Ferris
wheel, but T do not think we want it,”
replled Mr. Hill. “The Ferris wheel is
an old thing now, and the watchword
of thia exposlition will be the word
new. We want nothing that is not
decldedly novel, We may have the
Sherman umbrella. Thia has been In-
vented by a Chicago man. He plans
to lift cars of people attached to the
ribs of a great umbrella, up in the alr,
a distance of 250 feet ahove the ground.
‘When they have risen to that point the
umbrella beging to whirt and they are
carried about with a veloeity which is
frighttul, to say the least. These
things are but incidents of the exposi-
tion. What we expect to do is to show
the progress of this hemtaphere along
all the great llnes, and we wlll have a
wonderful exhibition of Industry and
art. Tt I8 not, you knew, a world's
fajr, and it i8 international only in
that it ia to be confined to this hemis-
phere, We think it will not only bene-
fit us a# to trade matters, hut that it
will also bring about a better feeling
hetween the different countriea.”

*It will be a kind of an eduecation
along the line of the Mbnroe doetrine,
will it not?”

“Yes, it will,” replled the secretary
of the exposition. “Tt will show that
there 18 fn America for Americans, and
why Amerleans should hang together.
T see that the Pan-American congress
has been announced to meet in Wash-
ington in 1900. This, T believe, will be
changed and the meeting will be here
in 1899, at the time of our exposition,
This was the idea that the Pan- Ameri-
can delegates had when we conferred
here about the exposition last year.
I helieve President MeXKinley has this
idea. When he was here at the Grand
Army reunion he and Gen. Alger and
the other membera of the party went
out to the island and drove the stake
whllch marked the beglnning of the
real work of the exposition. He then
aajd that he hoped that the next Pan-
| American congress would be held at
this time, I hope that the date of 1300
will be changed to 1898

The ponversation here turned to
other features of the exposgition. Mr,
HiN sald that he believed they would




