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I1 naveHAVE spent but very little time in
salt lake city on the sabbath day
since my return from the sat-
urdays and sundays I1 have generally
spentsilent the time attending our quar-
terly conferences abroad I1 have
felt as though I1 would like to visit
the peoplepeople in a ward capacity as far
as I1 havelavelavo opportunity and I1 thought
1I would call down and visit our
friends of the ward this eve-
ning

1I lvehave been very much edified in
listening to bro morgan and I1 con-
sider liehe liashas a correct idea of the
state of our country and also with
regard to the events that await us
ns a people and also this generation
tanttart of bro morgans remarks re-
mind metoo of my first mission espe-
cially that part describing tietiotlethe mau-
ner in which the missionaries in the
southern states travel the ground
that bro morgan has been traveling
overcover I1 traversedtraveraed through the winter

jr 18341831 5 and the year following
andiand I1 could not help contrasting in
my own mind while listening to
him the manner in which he and
his brethrenbretl ureniren travel with the man-
nerfierllen in which I1 and others traveled
in the early days you who have
readd the doctrine and covenants
understand that some of the revela-
tions therein contained were given
untofinto us at that time the first mis-
sionary labor I1 performed in this
church was done byby commandment
without purse or scrip my firsfirst
mission after I1 went up to zions
camp was through the southern
15statestates I1 called upon bishop par-
tridgetr who was our first bishobishoppP
whoho was then in missouri elaclaelayclay
county he said he wished some

jbfU the elders to go into the southern
country I1 asked him a few que-

stions some of which were these
where do you want me to go he

said 1I would like you to go through
missouri into arkansas said I1

jackson county lies directly in our
road isls it your advice that we go
through jackson county heherere
pliedfiledlied that he had not faith enoughseifhimselfself to travel through jackson
county but that if we hadbad we
haight do so you perhapss will re-
member that we had just beenin daiv
benten out from there and it was as
much as a mormonscormonsMormons life was worth
to be seen in jackson county I1
said to him bishop partridge shall
wee go without purse or scripscript he
said 1I have not got faith enough to
db itW myself if you have you can
trytny itat 11 I1 was a boy and I1 mistmast
say not that I1 have any fault to
findnind with bishop partridge for he
rasklivaifas a good man that he did not
encourage us much we had the
commandment of god on this point

jnocro0 o go without purse or scrip on the
one side and thetile bishops advice on
the other I1 said I1 would not take

or scrip because the law of
godG forbid it I1 and my companion
startedcharted out in goingoinolng through jack

rianhonbonson county we daredared not call upon
anybody andaud being hungry we went

anto a cornfieldcorn field and took the ears of
corn and eatcat the corn like horses
without grinding though some of it
we pounded we continued our
way south and having no money
after leaving jackson county we

our breadgread from door to door
tandlandpudbud when we asked for something
we always received it and we were
never turned out of doors I1 refer
to these thiuthinthingsthinsS because they come

arttoto my mind and cannot helpheip co-
ntrastinglurleinI1Trasting in my own mind how differtlent thethings were forty five years ago
aromfrom what they arearo todayto day brotbrotherer

S11morganorgan has been telling us how they
U gravelinin the south andtileanilleanI1 eancan bear
1 ta testimony to whathe has said that
ewhenwhen a manmangoesmanghesgoes forth trusting inT god heile gets along fullsfullyfuir as well feelsc betbetterdetterter and generally has aas good

success as the man who goes into
nieviehe missionary field with his pock-
ets full of money

1 Ii traveled through arkanArUanarkansassm and
iodIOUquite an experience 1

11I had
visionsVsvtsiousis and dreams to warn me ofinger andalid toio encourageencourage inmee in my

mala labors rnin one insinstancece a man
acmee towards me intending to kill
jr aneyno thebijo circumstance was shown
bar e in a vision the night before A
iemoblobjnioblob of thirty men was raised andtheyey they would ride nsus on arjiIrOlrail and tar and feather u and

then hang us my cocompanionspanion was
in favorfavo of leaving the country but

I1 told him I1 was goinggoin to stay there
at the risk of my I1lifeilfee when the
mob approached us the leader came
forward with the intention of killing
me the consequence was precisely
as laddadhad been shown me in my vision

when he got to where I1 was he
fell dead at my feet and it was not
more than ten days when twenty of
this momon took sick and died all
done by the same power and by the
destroying angel who is both power-
ful to save or destroy we remained
there until we saw the literal fulfillfulfil
ment of what had been shown me
inthein the night vision I1 heldheid the office
of a priest while my companion was
an elder and you know how a person
would feel in those days if he rebelled
against a man over him in the priest-
hood I1 did so and it was the only
time in my life that I1 ever attempted
to do such a thing when my part-
ner told me he was going to leave I1
told him that liehe should not do so
neither would 1I and 1I persisted in
holdingli him there for two weeks
during this timethile wewo witnessed the
hand of the lord inin preserving our
livesjives and in slaying our enemies
and now was the time for us to go
to work but which we did not do
in that wo did wrong for after re-
maininga there two weeks my com-
panion said he would not stop any
longer and I1 dared not stay there
alone and tbtherefore we left if we
iradhad remained after the door had
been tbthusus opened I1 have not a doubt
but what we would have raised up
quite a large branch of the church
but my companion did not wish to
stop longer tilethe only ordinance hebe
administered during this mission
was to baptize a man and woman
who received us father and mother
hibber who believed in the divinity
of the book of mormon the man
who was struck dead at my feet was
mr akeman who lived in jackson
county mo during the
eions and buried his wife there
he had several sons six feet high
the old gentleman passed tthroughbrough
much and then apostatized and
went to arkansas and settled there
it would have been better for him to
have kept the faith for he did not
live long after he got there and I1 do
not think he got much glory either
after our two weeks experience in
this place the whole neighborhood
seemed ready to receive the gospel
and if I1 had stopped there I1 am
satisfied that I1 could have built up
quite a church it is true being a
priest I1 could not have confirmed
believersI1levers after baptizing them fer
the remission of their sins but I1
couldcoul dhavehave baptized them and ad-
ministered the sacrament

leaving this place and having no
moneyney to travel we went to arkan-
sas river and there dug out a canoe
from the trunk of a cottonwood tree
and paddled ourselves a distance of
one hundred and twenty five miles
down the rive the first day we
made about forty miles and stopped
over lightnight with a poor woman who
lived in a log cabin without a floor
she gave us supper and breakfast
and alsoaiso a piece of johnnycakejohnny cake and
corxcorkpork which we took along that
dayay we went down to thetho dardat da
nelles and stopped over night in a
big tavern which was unoccupied
there was not a man within twenty
miles and when we inquired what
was the matter we were told the
place was haunted we tied up our
canoe took our lunch asked a bless-
ing

bles-
ing on it and ate it after dark we
went to bed and I1 slept soundly on
one of the best of feather beds in a
dream at my natherfather househoue and it
is hardly necessary for me to sayhay
nobody haunted us or disturbed our
slumber in the least

after a good nights rest we went
on to little rock and tied up our
canoe after visiting hero we went
on to where a manmaa named jones
lived where we left our canoe and
preached the next day wewo thentilen
walked back to little rock and tak-
ing the old military road started to
cross the mississippi swamp which
was the most part of it covered
with water from the place we started
to memphis tennesee a distance
of about one hundred and eighty
miles we had to wade through
mud and water sometimes knee
deep which hadbad the effect of divgivinging
me an attack of rheumatism which
arihcrippledled me my companion was in
90good healthealthhandand w anted to hurry on
soweso we parted he left me resting on
a log I1 was now alone lame and
withoutw food in a swamp some
thirty five miles from the nearest
house in considering the situation
and being all covered with mud I1
could not helphe p laughing at my con-
ditiondiudidionlon my companion leaving me
sitting on a log in a swamp thirty
nivefive miles from any househouge withoutwithout
food I1 did not see my companion
again for two yearyears but withal

I1 knew I1 needed assistance so when
my compancompaniongonion hadllad gone out of sight
I1 knelt down in the water and prayed
ferventlyervently to the lord to heal me so
that I1 could continue my journey
I1 felt the operation of the holy spirit
upon me I1I1 arose from my kees the
pain having left me I1 then went
anon bearing testimony to a family
here and there wherever opopportu-
nity

por tu
presented i itself when I1 came

to memphis I1 was there without any
money I1 went to the best tavern
in the city which was kept by a mrsir
jackson I1 told him of my flufinancialancial
tondiconditiontion and asked him if liehe would
keep me over night said he scan-
ning me from head to foot what
is your calling I1 said 1I am a
preacher of thetite gospel he looked
at me agairagain and burst out laughing
and then said you look like one
laughter I1 could not take any

exceptions because the ministers of
the various denominations in travel-
ing over the councountrytrytny were furnished
with a good saddle horse they al-
ways had money and wore good
clothes and the idea of a man
who had waded through mud and
water and partly crippled through
rheumatism claiming to be a
preacher I1 could not blame him for
laughing at me in fact I1 could not
help laughinglaugliing myself mr jackson
rather suspected me I1 believe he
thought I1 was one of MurvilPs clan

a set of men who were stealing
negroes and killing men he asked
me then how shall I1 know that
you are a preacher I1 put my hand
into my pocket took out a paper and
presented it to him telling him at
the same time that that was my
license after reading it over and
still keeping up his laughing spell
lie said but howshallhow shallshail I1 know that
this is a genuine certificate will
you preach for gercys sake
said 1I dont set me a preaching I1

and it had the effect of making
him feel quite curious to hear me
he took my valise out of inmy hand
saying that I1 must preachpreachy I1 was
invited into the house and while I1
was resting and waiting for supper
mr jackson sent all over town and
invited thetile upper ten to come and
hear a mormon preach and while
I1 was eating supper they came
dressed in silks and satinsgatins and broad-
cloth ard before I1 got through the
house was full of people who sat
lookinlooking at me no doubt expecting to
be highly entertained supper overrover
the landlord intimated to me that
they were ready to hear the preach-
ing I1 told him I1 ausv 6 ready to
preach to them he then set me
in a comer where I1 was guarded by
about a dozen men who would have
prevented me from jumping out of
the window in case I1 had made the
attempt to do so I1 had a biblenible nd
a hymnbook on opening the book
I1 asked if some one would kindly
lead in singing that I1 did not possess
the gift of singing A this mypy
congregation burst out laughing
when this subsided I1 antkneitkneltit down
and offered prayerand then preached
to them for one hour pudrud a quarter
I1 had the best attention the spspiritirit
of the lordlford rested mightily upon
me and I1 have always thought that
I1 preached that evening one of the
best sermons I1 ever preached in my
life the people seemed to partake
of the spirit that rested on me and
I1 think I1 revealed to them their pri-
vate life as clear asis it wagwa ever
shown to them and I1 knew this
because I1 could read them as they
sat before me when I1 got through
I1 was left standing alone and in a
short time the house was cleared
and the landladyland lady came and showedshowed
me to bed where I1 slept was an
upper room next to a wholesale store
and in the next room was a compa-
ny of men discussing the merits of
the sermon and the partition being
of board I1 could hear all that was
said amongt other things I1 heardheard
one man sasayingying jim howlow in h 11

did that strangerstronger know what you
were about afterafter talking consid-
erably they began to dispute among
themselves when one of them said
let us have the preacher up to de-

cide it no said the landlord
we have had enough of him for

one night I1 went on to middle
tennessee and labored there one
year and preached and baptized a
great many people before I1 was or-
dained an elder I1 afterwards was
ordained an elder by warren par
rishand a seiselseventyenty by D W patten
I1 ordained brother smsmootoot and ben-
jamin clapp eiderselders all my travel-
ingingraswas done withoutwith purse or scrip
and god was with me although a
young man and revealed unto me
his mind and will

and here let me say to our young
deacons teachers and priests I1 hadbaa
as much of the power of god with
me and was blessed with as much
of his spirit while I1 held the

priesthood as when an apostle I1
had as much of his power to help
me to preach and to deliver me
from the grasp of my enemies as I1
ever hadbad since I1 say this for the
encouragement of our young men
and our boys who are called to the
priesthood and I1 would say to them
fill your position magnify your call-
ingnig in humility before god and seek
after himhim in your youth and aisoaleo
seek to prepare yourselves for future
usefulness in the greatgreaf work which
lies before you and the lord will
work through yousou making you hon-
ored instruments in helping to bring
to pass his great and eternal pur
apsesp ses with regard to the salvation of
mankind and the overthrow of wick-
edness in the earth

whilewhite it occurs to me I1 will relate
one little circumstance which took
place after I1 had been out two years
elders david W patten and warren
parrish had been laboring together
in tenneseetennessee elder patten hadbad re-
turned to kirtland leaving brother
parrish in charge of the branches of
the church throughout
country and while laboring under
brother parrish and still holding
the priesthood I1 received a
letter from joseph smith and oliver
cowdery informing me that they
wished brother to come
home and me to remain in charge
in his stead and amongawong other things
brother joseph said to me q will
promise you in the name of the
lord that by so doing you shall lose
no blessing that would otherwise be
conferred upon you just before
bro parrish left he ordained me an
elder and during that year after
bro parrish left I1 baptized some
thirty persons when 1 received
the letter referred to from the
prophet joseph I1 was in brother
smoots house hebe was there and
had read my letterietterletterietter I1 remember
howow well I1 felt at the promises that
had been made to me and when
bedtime came I1 retired to the small
room which I1 occupied shut the
door and soon received a heavenly
vision here let me say with regard
to seeing visionsis when joseph smith
received the visitation of moroni
peter james and john and others
they came and talked with him as
one man talks with another face to
face in other casesewes men have been
wrape in vision as for instance
paul when describing his state said
that he did not know whether he
was in the body or out of the body
but he saw and heardbeard things not to
be uttered and it was so with mema
I1 could not tell whetherwhetser I1 was in the
body or out of the body but one
thing I1 do know I1 was not asleep
I1 saw a great many things in that
vision which were truly wonderful
I1 paw the resurrection of the dead
T saw the sun turned to darknessdarenes
and the moon to blood and the stars
from heaven fall I1 saw seven golagokl
en lions sit in the heavens as burning
brass and the angel told me that
they were representatives of the
diffiedifferentrent dispensations these are
things I1 hardly ever talk about and
I1 only do so now because it is in the
line of my remarks and because
they come to my mind if I1 had
been a painter the next morning
when I1 awoke or even to this day
as the bcebeeseenescene liasilas a lasting remem-
brance on my mind I1 could have
satkat down and portrayed these glori-
ous things they made a much
stronger impression on my mind
than if I1 had learned them from
books I1 name this to show you
my young brethren that it makes
no dfmerencedifference what office a man
holds or what his condition in life
may be as long as he trusts in the
lord and he magnifies the office he
holds no matter what may be that
calling this was the manner in
which we traveled in early ddays
and we hadbad joy in our labor the
lord blessing us witwithh souls for our
hire I1 traveled all over the coun-
try comprising a circuit of some
three hundred or four hundthundl ed miles
and labored there two yearsyear I1 builtbulit
up a number of branchebranches of the
church and among others I1 bap-
tized a campbellcampbelit preacher and a
good many of his flock when I1
returned to kirtland I1 took brother
smoot with me I1 was there when
the endowments were given in the
winter of 18361838 7 and received many
blessings at the hands of the lord
in thithiss respect I1 certainly rearealizedizod
the fulfillmentfulfilment of theth e promisespromises made
me by the prophet josephjoseph when I1
was requested to remain in the
southern country to take charge off
the branches of the church in that
land

I1 was in kirtland at the time of
the great apostasyapostacy which some of
you have read of in the history
men have asked me why men who
have borne the apostleship have
apostatized I1 would ask whywily dydu

men apostatize todayto day becabecauseuse
they setbet their hearts upon the things
of this world which in time alien
ate them from god and from the
duties of the holy priesthood and
this was the case with them the
key to this matter may be had by
reading the letter written by the j

prophet joseph when confined in I1

liberty jail it plainly states why
men apostatize many are called
but few are chosen and why are
they not chosen because theyseltheytheysetset
their hearts too much upon the j

things of this world and aspire to I1i

the honorsdonors of men that was the
case with some of the first quorum
of the twelve I1 hold in my hand
a copy ol010 the book of mormon tilethe
truthfulness and divinity of which
is attested to by the slsignaturesgnatures of
eleven men and yet there was not
one of theethese witnesses excepting
the three smiths and hiram page
but what turned against josephthey did not deny their testimony
to the truth of the book of mormon
on the contrary they maintainedmaintains
their position ina that respect to the
last moment of their life but
they rebelled against and opposed the
prophet joseph and consequently
they fell and will be found under
condemnation when men under-
take to use their priesthood aside
from its legitimate purposes the
building up of the kingdom of god I1

the spirit of god 1is14 grieved and
the heavens withdraw themselves
and then amen to the priesthood
and authority of such men htmatit mat-
ters

1

not who the man may beor howbow
great his influence in thetile commu-
nity he must sooner or later failall a
prey to the devourer of souls andon the other hand when merlmefimen hold-
ing this holy priesthood magnify1414

it becomes a power and a keefkeyo
them and they have power before
god and the heavens

I1 was in kirtland during that darkdart
hour through which the church
passed Brothebrother josephrJoseph hardly knew
who his friends were when hebe met
them whether they were members
of the quorum of the twelve high
priests seventies the witnesses to
the book of mormon or any one
else it was the darkest day this
church has ever known as far as
the power of apostasyapostacy is concerned i

and I1 hope and trust it will never
again be repeated to the same extent
although men may continue to
apostatize when they forsake god
and his cause and while things 1

were in this state the spirit of godGod i

said to me leave this place go to
the islands of the sea and preach
the everlasting gospel and letiet the
scenes in kirtland take care of them-
selves I1 had not taken counsel
with anybody but I1 went to brig-
ham young and brother kimball
and stated to them my feelings
brothers bigdon and kimball said
go and afterwards brother kim-
ball desired me to remain thaowiwitthauhkand heiphelp h im turn his househeuse annnA
I1 stayed with him two days and
then started off on mavmy missiononsslonsyonsion the
results of which I1 have very briefly
alluded to

I1 also traveled through canada in
company with john alienallen hale and
milton holmes whom I1 chose as
my associates bro hale was not
what was called a great preacher
but was a good man who could bear
testimony to the divinity of the
gospelgospelwewe preach I1 preachedreached and
baptized some in iandacanada bro john
E page was there at the time he
was afterwards chosen a member of
the quorum of the twelve but was
among those who afterwards acosta
sized traveling through camadacanada
I1 went through oswego took the
canal and went to connecticut to
my fathers boosehouse I1 had not seen
my parents from the time I1 em-
braced the gospel a period of some
nivefive years before starting out on my
mission however I1 went to see fa-
ther smith the patriarch who
blessed me and he gave me the
promise that I1 should be successful
in infringingbringing my fathersfather houseshouse into
the church when I1 called upon
him I1 preached to him and baptized
him and my stepmother and my
uncle ozam woodruff and wife and
son and my stepsisterstep sister together
with others who lived in my fathers
house

I1 then went to fox island where
I1 organized a branch of the church
wheni n we landed there at midnight
we were entire strangers without a
single penny the first house we
approached we found vacant we
went on to the next where we
were accommodated with a bed
the next morning I1 said to the lady

will you tell me if there is any re-
ligion on this island and if so
what she answered the bap-
tist relirellreligionionlon 11 ravehaveyoueyou a churchyes Wa baptist church have
you a minister desweses a bap


