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Itold him I w ing to stay there |I knew I needed assistance, so when | priesthood as when an apostle. 1|men apostatize to-day? Because
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ELDER WILFORD WOODRUF,

In the 15th Ward Meeting House

on Sunday evening, June
13¢h, 1880.

REPORTED BY GEO. F. GIBBS.
e ——

I HAVE spent but very little time in
Salt Lake City on the Sabbath day
since my return from the soutfl; Sat-
urdays and Sundays I have generally
spent the time attending our Quar-
terly Conferences abroad. 1 have
felt as though I would like to visit
the ple in a ward capacity as far
as I have opportunity, and I thought
I would call down and visit our
friends of the 15th Ward this eve-
ning. :

I have been very much edified in
listening to Bro. Morgan, and I con-
sider he has a correet idea of the
state of our country, and also with
regard to the events that awail us,
as a people, and also this generation.
Part of Bro. Morgan’s 1emarks re-
mind wne of my first mission, espe-
cially that part describing tke man-
ner in which the missionaries in the
Southern States travel. The ground
that Bro, Morgan has been traveling
over, I traversed through the winter
of 1834-5 and the year following;
and I could not help contrasting, in
my own mind, while listening to
him, the manner in which he and
his brethren travel, with the man-
ner in which I and others traveled
in the early days. You who have
read the Doctrine and Covenants
understand that some of the revela-
tions therein contained were given
unto us at that time. The first mis-
sionary labor 1T performed in this
Church was done by commandment,
without purse or serip. My first
mission after I went up to Zion’s
Camp was through the Southern
Btates. I called upon Bishop Par-
tridge, who was our first Bishop,
who was then in Missouri, Clay
$ounty. He said he wished some
of the elders to go into the Southern
country. I asked him a few ques-
tions, some of which were these:
““Where do you want me to go?” He
said, ““I would like you to go through
Missouri into Arkansas.” Said I,
“Jackson County lies directly in our
road, is it your advice that we go
through Jackson County?” He re-
plied that he had not faith enough

imself to travel through Jackson
County; but that if we had we
might do so. You, perhaps, will re-
member that we hmﬁ ust n driv-
en -out from tlmre,’ and it was as
much as a Mormon’s life was worth
to be seen in Jackson County. I
said to him: “Bishop Partridge, shall
we go without purse or scrip?” He
said, “I have not got faith enough to
do it myself, if you have you can
try it.” 1 was a boy,and I muast
say—not that I have any fault to
find with Bishop Partridge, for he
was a good man—that he did not
encourage us much. We had the
commandment of God on this point,
Mo go without purse or serip, on the
one side, and the Bishop’s advice on
the other. I said I would not take
purse or scrip, because the law of
gﬂ forbid it. I and my companion
started out. In going through Jack-
won County we dared not call upon
anybody, and being hungry, we went
into a corn-field and took the ears of

“cern and eat the corn like horses,
without grinding, though some of it
we pounded. We continued our
way South, and having no money,
after leaving Jackson County we
begged our bread from door to door;
and when we asked for something
‘we always received it, and we were
never turned out of doors. I refer
to these things because they come
to my mind, and cannot help con-
asting in my own mind how difter-
nt things were forty five years ago
om what they are to-day. Brother
. Morgan has been telling us how they
2.travel in the South, and I can bear
ir. téstimony to what he has said, that
*"when a man forth trusting in
" God he gets along fully as well, feels
< Pbetter, and generally has as good
o Buccess as the man who goes into
& 'the missionary field with his pock-
ets full of money.
L1 traveled through Arkansas, and
quite an experience. I had
ioms and dreams to warn me of
. nger and to encourage me in my
s dabors. In one instance, a man
o Lame towards me, intending to kill
bedDEe; the circumstance was shown
br-1e in & vision the night before. A
*;f pob of thirty men was raised, and
‘ordbey swore they would ride us on a
.E!'.‘rﬁl, and tar and feather us, and
then hang us, My companion was

| priest, I could not have confirmed

at the risk of my life.
mob approached us, the leader came
forward with the intention of killing
mei‘] the consequence was precisely
as had been shown me in my vision
—when he got to where I was he
fell dead at my feet; and it was not
more than ten days when twenty of
this mon took sick and died—all
done by the same power and by the
destroying angel who is both power-
ful to save or destroy. Weremained
there until we saw the literal fulfil-
ment of what had been shown me
in the night vision. 1 held the office
of a priest, while my companion was
an elder, and you know how a person
would feel in those days if he rebelled
against a man over him in the priest-
hood. I did so, and it was the only
time in my life that I ever attempted
to do such a thing. When my part-
ner told me he was going to leave, 1
told him that he should not do so,
neither would I; and i persisted in
holding him there for two weeks.
During this time we witnessed the
hand of the Lord in preserving our
lives and in slaying our enemies,
and now was the time for us to go
to work, but which we did not do;
in that we did wrong, for after re-
maining there two weeks, my com-
panion said he would not stop any
longer, and [ dared not stay there
alone, and therefore we left. If we
had remained, after the door had
been thus opened, I have not a doubt
but what we would have raised up
Guite a large branch of the Church.
But my companion did not wish to
stop longer, the only ordinance he
administered during this mission
was to baptize a man and woman
who received us, Father and Mother
Hibber, who believed in the divinity
of the Book of Mormon, The man
who was struck dead at my feet was
Mr. Akeman, who lived in Jackson
County, Mo., during the persecu-
tions, and buried his wife there,
He had several sons six feet high.
The old gentleman passed through
much, and then apostatized and
went to Arkansas and sefttled there.
It would have been better for him to
have kept the faith, for he did not
live long after he got there, and I do
not think he got much glory either,
After our two weeks’ experience in
this place the whole neighborhood
seemed ready to receive the gospel,
and if I had stopped there, T am
satisfied that I could have builf up
quite a church. It is true, being a |

lievers after baptizing them fer
the remission of their sins, but I
could have baptized them and ad-
ministered the sacrament.

Leaving this place, and having no
money to travel, we went to Arkan-
sas River, and there dug out a canoe
from the trunk of a cottonwood tree,
and paddled ourselves a distance of
one hundred and twenty-five miles
down the river. The first we
made about forty miles, and stopped
over night with a poor woman who
lived in a log cabin without a floor.
She gave us supper and breakfast,
and also a piece of johnny-cake and
pork, which we took along. That
day we went down to the Daida-
nelles, and stopped over night in a|
big tavern, which was unoccupied.
There was not a man within twenty
miles, and when we inguired what
was the mafter, we were told the
place was haunted. We tied up our
canoe, took our lunch, asked a bless-
ing on it and ate it. After dark we
went to bed, and I slept soundly, on
one of the best of feather beds, (in a
dream,) at my father’s house, and it
is hardly necessary for me tw say,
nobody haunted us or disturbed our
slumber in the least,

After a good night’s rest we went
on to Little Rock and tied up our
canoe. Afler visiting hero, we went
on to where a man named Jones
lived, where we left our canoe, and
preached the next day. We then
walked back to Little Rock, and tak-
ing the old military road, started to
cross the Mississippi swamp, which
was, the most part of it, covered
with water from the place we started
to Memphis, Tennesee—a distance
of about one hundred and eighty
miles. We had to wade through
mud and water sometimes knee
deep, which had the effect of giving
me an attack of rheumatism, which
crippled me. My companion was in
goocF health and w-nted to hurry on,
so we parted; he left me resting on
a log. I was now alone, lame and
without food, in a swamp, some
thirty-five miles from the nearest
house. In considering the situation,
and being all covered with mud, I
could not help laughing at my con-
dition—my companion leaving me
sitting on a log in a swamp, thirty-
five miles from any house, without
food. I did not see my companion

:

|

in favor of leaving the country; but

again for two years, But, withal,

dng.

my com
I kneltdown in the water and prayed
fervently to the Lord to heal me, so
that I could continue my journey.
I felt the operation of the Holy Spirit
upon me; [ arose from my kees, the
pain having Jleft me. I then went
on, bearing testimony to a family
here and there wherever opportu-
nity presented itself. When I came
to Memphis I was there without any
money. I went to the best tavern
in the city, which was kept by a Mr.
Jackson. [ told him of my financial
condition, and asked him if he would
keep me over night. Said he, scan-
ning me from head to foot, “What
is your calling?” 1 said, *“I am a
preacher of the gospel.”” He looked
at me again and burst out laughing,
and then said: “You look like one.”
[Laughter.] I could not take any
exceplions, because the ministers of
the various denominations, in travel-
ing over the ecountry, were furnished
with a good saddle horse, they al-
ways had money and wore good
clothes. And the idea of a man
who had waded through mud and
water, and partly crippled through
rheumatism, claiming to be a
preacher, I could not blame him for
laughing at me; in fact, I could not
help laughing mys=elf. Mr. Jackson
rather suspected me; I believe he
thought I was one of Murvill’s Clan
—a set of men who were stealing
negroes and killing men. He asked
me then: “How shall T know that
you are a preacher?” I put my hand
into my pocket, took out a paper and
presented it to him, telling him at
the same time that that was my
license. After reading it over, and
still keeping up his laughing spell,
he said: ““But how shall I know that
this is a genuine certificate? Will
you preach?” “For mercy’s sake,”
=aid 1, “don’t set me a preaching.”
And it had the effect of making
him feel quite curious to hear me.
He took my valise out of my hand,
saying that I must preach. I was
invited into the house, and while 1
was resting and waiting for supper,
Mr. Jackson sent all over town and
invited the “upper ten” to come and
hear a “Mormon” preach; and while
I was eating supper they came,
dressed in silks and satins and broad-
cloth, ard before I got through the
house was full of peop's who sat
looking at me, no doubt expecting to
be highly entertained. Supper over,
the landlord intimated to me that
they were ready to hear the preach-
I told him I vius ready to
preach to them. He then set me
in a corner, where 1 was guarded by

| about a dozen men, who would have

prevented me from jumping out of
the window, in case I had made the
attempt to do zo. I had a Bible and
a hymn book. On opening the book,
I asked if some one would kindly
lead in singing, that I did not possess
the gift of singing. A* this my
congregation burst out laughing.
When this subsided, I knelt down
and offered prayer,and then preached
to them for one hour #nd a quarter;

I had the best attention, the Spirit

{of the Lord rested mightily upon

me, and I have always thought that
I preached that evening one of the
best sermons I ever preached in my
life. The people seemed to partake
of the spirit that rested on me, and
I think I revealed to them their pri-
vate life as clear as it was ever
shown to themj; and I knew this,
because I could read them as they
sat before me. When I got through
I was left standing alone; and in a
short time the house was cleared

and the landlady came and showed
me to bed. Where I slept was an
upper room next to a wholesale store;
and in the next room was a compa-
ny of men discussing the merits of
the sermon, and the partition being |
of board, I could hear all that was
said. Among other things, I heard
one man saying: “Jim, how in h—1l
did that stranger know what you
were about?” After talking consid-
erably they began to dispute among
themselves, when one of them said,
“Let us have the preacher up to de-
cide it.” “No,” said the landlord,
““we have had enough of him for
one night.” [ went on to Middle
Tennessee and labored there one
year, and preached and baptized a
great many people before 1 was or-

dained an elder. I afterwards was
ordained an_elder by Warren Par-
rish,and a seventy by D. W, Patten.

I ordained Brother Smoot and Ben-
Jamin Clapp elders. All my travel-

ing was done without purse or scrip;

and God was with me, although a

young man, and revealed unto me

his mind and will.

And here let me say to our youn
deacons, teachers and priests, I ha
as much of the power of God with
me, and was blessed with as much
of his spirit, while I held "1 Aaronic

apostatized. [ would ask, why dy

of this world, which in time alien-
ate them from God and from the
duties of the holy priesthood; and
this was the case with them. The
| key to this matter may be had by
reading the letter written by the
Prophet Joseph when confined in
Liberty Jail; it plainly states wh
men apoftatize. Many are call
but few are chosen. And why are
they not chosen? Because they set
their hearts too much upon the
things of this world; and aspire to
the honors of men. That was the
case with some of the first quorum
of the Twelve. I hold in my hand
a copy ol the Book of Mormon, the
truthfulness and divinity of which
While it occurs to me I will relate | is altested to by the signatures of
one little circumstance which took | eleven men, and yet there was not
lace after I had been out two years.|one of these witnesses, excepting
lders David W. Patten and Warren | the three Smiths and Hiram ga.ge,
Parrish had been laboring together | but what turned inst Joseph,
in Tennessee. Elder Patten had re | They did not deny their testimony
turned to Kirtland, leaving Brother | to the truth of the Book of Mormon:
Parrish in charge of the branches of |on the contrary, they maint.aineti
the Church throughout the Soutliern | their position in that respect to the
country. And while Jaboring under | last moment of their life; but
Brother Parrish, and still holding | they rebelled against and opposed the
the Aaronic priesthood, I received a | Prophet Joseph, and consequently
letter from Joseph Smith and Oliver | they fell, and will be found under
Cowdery, informing me that they | condemnation. When men under-
wished ~ Brother Parrsh to come | take to wuse their priesthood aside
home, and me to remain in charge|from its Jlegitimate purposes—the
in hisstead; and amrong other things, | building up of the kingdom of God
Brother Joseph said to me, ‘I will | —the Spirit of God is grieved, and
promise you, in the name of the|the reavens withdraw themselves,
Lord, that by so doing you shall Jose | and then ‘““amen” to the priesthood
no blessing that would otherwise be | and authority of such men. It mat-
conferred upon you.” Just before | ters not who the man may be,or how
Bro. Parrish left he ordained me an | great his influence in the commu-
elder, and during that year after|nity, he must sooner or later fall a
Bro. Parrish left 1 baptized some [ prey to the devourer of souls. And
thirty persons. When 1 received |on the other hand, when men hold-
the letter referred to from the)ing this holy priesthood magnify#
Prophet Joseph, 1 was in Brother|it becomes a power and a key\
Smoot’s house; he was there and |them, and they have power before
had read my letter. I remember | God and the heavens.
how well I felt at the promises that| I was in Kirtland during that dark
had been made to me; and when | hour through which the Church
bedtime came I retired to the small | passed. Brother Joseph hardly knew
room which I occupied, shut the|who his friends were when he met
door, and soon received a heavenly | them, whether they were members
vision. Here let me say with of the quorum of the Twelve, high
tfo seeing visions; when Joseph Smith | priests, seventies, the witnesses to
received the visitation Moroni, | the Book of Mormon, or any one

me to preach and to deliver me
from the grasp of my enemies as I
ever had since. I say this for the
encouragement of our young men
and our boys who are called to the
priesthooc; and I would tothem,
fill your position, magnify your call-
ing in humility before God, and seek
after him in your youth, and also
seek to prepare yourselves for future
usefulness in the £ work which
lies before you, and the Iord will
work through you, making you hon-
ored instruments in helping to bring
to pass his great and eternal pur-
pc ses with regard to the salvation of
mankind and the overthrow of wick-
edness in the earth.

Peter, James and John and others, | else. It was the darkest day this
they came and talked with him as|Church has ever known, as far as
one man talks with another, face to [ the power of apostacy is concerned;
face. In other cases men have been |and I hope and trust it will never
wrapt in vision, as, for instance, |again be repeated to the same extent,
Paul, when describing his state, said | although men may continue to
that he did not know whether he | apostatize, when they forsake God
was in the bedy or out of the body,|and his cause. And while things
but he saw and heard things not to | were in this state, the Spirit of God
be uttered. And it was so with me;said to me, leave this place, go to
I eould not tell whether I was in the | the islands of the sea and preach
body or out of the body; but one|the everlasting gospel, and let - the
thing I do know, I was not asleep. | scenes in Kirtland take care of them-
I saw a great many things in that|selves. I had not tuken counsel
vision which were truly wonderful. | with anybody, but I went to -
I rfaw the resurrection of the dead;| ham Young and Brother Kim

I saw the sun turned to darkness,|and stated to them my feelings.
and the moon to blood, and the stars | Brothers Rigdon and Kimball said
from heaven fall. 1 saw seven golu- And afterwards Brother Kim-
en lions sitin the heavens as burning | ball desired me 10 remain with »,
brass, and the angel told me that(and help him turn his heuse sround.
they were representatives of the|l stayed with him two days, and
different dispensations. These are| then started off on my mission, the
things I hardly ever talk about, and [ results of which I have very briefly
I only do so now because it is in the | alluded to.

line of my remarks, and because| 1 also traveled through Canada in
they come to my mind. If I had |company with John Allen Hale and
been a painter, the next morning | Milton Holmes, whom I chose as

when I awoke, or even to this day— | my associates. Bro. Hale was not
as the scene has a lasting remem-| what was called a great preacher,
brance on my mind—I could have | but was a good man, who ceuld bear
sat down and tgn'f.ﬂl.yﬁmd these glori- | testimony to the divinity of the
ous things; ey made a much | gospel we preach. I hed and
stronger impression on my mind | baptized some in Canada. Bro. John
than if I had learned them from | E. Page was there at the time; he
books. I name this to show you, | was afterwards chosen a member of
my young brethren, that it makes| the quorum of the T'welve, but was
no difference what office a man |among those who afterwards aposta-
holds, or what his condition in life | tized. Traveling through Canada,
may be, as long as he trusts in the |l went through Oswego, took the
Lord and he magnifies the office he | canal and went to Connecticut to
holds, no matter what may be t.hatr my father’s house. 1 had not seen
calling. This was the manner in | my parents from the time I em-
which we traveled in early days, | braced the gospel, a period of some
and we had joy in our labor, the | five years. Before starting out on my
Lord blessing us with souls for our | mission, however, I went to see Fa-
hire. I traveled all over the coun-|ther Smith, the patriarch, who
try, comprising a circuit of some | blessed me and he gave me the
three hundred or four hund:ed miles, | promise that I should successful
and labored there two years. I built|in bringing my father’s house into
up a number of branches of the|the church. When I called upon
Church, and among others I bap-| him I preached to him and baptized
tized a Campbellite preacher and a| him and my stepmother an
good many of his flock. When I|unecle, Ozam Woodruff and wife and
returned to Kirtland I took Brother |son and my step-sister, together
Smoot with me; I was there when | with others who lived in my father’s
the endowments were given in the | house,
winter of 1836-7, and received msany| 1 then went to Fox Island, where
blessings at the hands of the Lord. | organized a branch of the church.
In this respect 1 certainly realized | When we landed there at midnight
the fulfilment of the promises made | we were entire strangers without a
me by the Prophet Joseph when I |single penny. The first house we
was requested to remain in the|approached we found wvacant; we
Southern country to take charge of | went on to the next, where we
the branches of the Church in that | were accommodated with a bed.
land. | The next morning I said to the lady,
I was in Kirtland at the time of | “Will you tell me if there is any re-
the great apostacy, which some of | ligion on this island, and if so,
you have read of in the history, | what?” She answered, “the Bap-
Men have asked me why men whe | tist religion.” “Have you a church?”
have borne the apostleship have|“Yes, a Baptist church.” <“Have
you a minister?” “Yes, & Bap-




