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president young at the time the
prophet was killed was in the state 0new hampshire in company with

they received the news
of the prophetProp hetaIs death at peterboroPeter boro
the first thing I1 thought of wyesays

president you was whether josephjoceph
had taken the keyskeye of the kingdom
with him from the earth brother
orsonoreon pratt matat on my left we were
leaning back in our chairs bringing
my hand down on my knee I1 saidbald
the keya of the kingdom are right

herewith the church 2 s

to the game great truth we have a
living witness present one whose
word is held in high esteem by the
latter day saints and justly so for
he has been in our midst for iverover half
a century a faithful witness for goldgod
and we know that his word tois true and
may be relied upon 1I refer to presi-
dent wilford woodruff

president brigham young writing
to orson spencer who had charge of
the british mission in giving him an
account of the organization of the first
presidency at winter QuarteQuartreinersin 1884
said

about a year before josephs death
hebe told the twelve there Is not one
keybey or power to be bestowedbestow ed upon this
church to lead the people into thecelestial gate but I1 have given you
showed you and talked it over withyou the kingdom is set up and you
have the perfect pattern and you cancae
go and build up the kingdom and go
in at the celestial gutegate taking your
train with you ANIwac star vol 10page

only a few days ago in conversation
with brother woodruff upon this sub-
ject he made practically the same
statement to me and it occurs to me
now I1 do not know how brother
woodruff feels about it but it occurs
to me that with so many of the youth
of israel before us here tonightto night if heshould so choose it would be an ex-
cellent opportunity to bear that testi-
mony in the presence of us allpresident woodruff I1 will at the
close of your remarks

when the twelve all arrived a con-
ference of the saints at nauvoo waswall
called and sidney rigdonbigdon was given
full opportunity to lay his claims be-
fore the church there was no limit
set to the timelime that be should mccuoccupypyhe was there for the purpose of laying
hisbig claims before the people hebe hadfull opportunity and his reputation for
eloquence and logic would lead us tobelieve that he presented his casecaselain
the gest possible light but it
fell lifeless upon the assembled multi-tude

this was in the forenoon as I1 re-
member it in the afternoon the
meeting was continued and president
brigham young addressed the con-
gregationgregation in the course of bisbig re
marks he gave the saints to under-stand that if they wanted sidneyrigdonbigdon to be their leader they could
have him I1 read to you from his
speech

the first position I1 take in behalfof the twelve and the people Isaiatoiatoto askash
a few questions I1 ask the latter daysaints do you as individuals at thistime want to choose a prophet or aguardian inasmuch as our prophet
and patriarch are taken from our
midst do you want some one to guard

to guide and lead you through thisthin
world into the kingdom of god ornot all who want some person to bea guardian or a prophet a spokesman
or else signify it by raising
the right hand

botone hand was raiseh furtheron in his remarks hebe said
if the people want brother rigdonto lead them they waymay have him butI1 payay unto you the twelve have thekeys of the kingdom of god in all wethe

world
they stand next to joseph and are aathe first presidency of the church

in making that statement to thechurch president young was JUin
strict harmony with the revelations torto
which I1 have alluded here wherein itis stated that the quorum of thothetwelve apostlesAlosties constitute a quorum
equal in authority and in power to thefirst presidency of the church and
as further stated in the testimony ofbrigham young when joseph smith
had about a year before his death con-
ferred upon them all the keys all the

all the powers that hee him-self possessed and they had full rightand power to lead the church andtake their train with them into the
celestial kingdom

furthermore the spirit of god bore
record to the church on that occasion
that the mantle of the prophet joseph

the power and authority that he was
possessed of were resting upon brig-
ham young the deceased prophetsprophetin
spirit was clearly reflected upon hisutterances A remarkable circum-stance occurred on that occasion
brigham young was transfiguredtrans figured be-
fore the people not only in voice but
in appearance president george Q
cannon who was present on thatoccasion sayssaye

if joseph had risen from the dead
and again spoken in their hearing the
effect could not have been more startl-ing than it was to many present at that
meeting it was the voice of joseph
himself and not only was it the voiceof joseph which was heardbeard but itseemed in the eyes odthe people as if
it wereweis the very person of joseph
which stood before them A more
wonderful and miraculous event thanwas wrought that day in the presence
of that congregation we never heard
of life of B spage

from the journal of a man who
wrote it down at ththe13 ttime1 me I1 rereadad tthehefollowing

brigham young said 111I will tell
you who your leaders or guardians
will be the twelve I1 at their head
this was with a voice like the voice of
the prophet joseph I1 thought it was
hipbic and so did thousands who heard itthis was very satisfactory to the peo-
ple and a vote was taken to sustain
the twelve in their office which with
a few dissenting voices was passed ja
JoujournalJouw ial of william 0 staines
sidney rigdonbagdonsBigdonss claims to the presi-

dency were disposed of then by thechurch rejecting him and here letme call your attention to a statement
of the things necessary to constitutea man a president of the church itIs not sufficient for him to be nomin-ated for that office no not even thoughthe voice of god shouldshou ld indicate who
the man is to be although that were
done something else is necessary in
order to make that man the president
of the church it isin stated heredos


