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President Young, at the time the
Prophet was kllled, was in the Biate of
New Hampshite in company with
Orson Pratt. They received the news
of the Prophet’s death at Peterboro?,
““The firat thing I thought of,’’ says
President Young,“was whether Joseph
had taken the keye of the Kingdom
with him from the earth. Brother
Orson Pratt eat on my lefi} we were
leaning back in cur chalrs. Bringing
my hand down on my knee, I sald,
‘The keys of the Kingdom are right
here with the Church,’?” (Tullidge®
life oif B, Young.)

To the same great truth we have a
living witness .present, one whose
word is held in high esteem hy the
Liatter-day Baints—and justly so, for
he has heen in our midst for over half
& century, a faithfu! witness for God,
and we know that his word is true and
may be relied upon—{ refer toc Presi-
dent Wilford Woodruff.

President Brigham Young, writing
to Orson Bpencer, who had charge of
the British misslon, in giving him an
account of the organization of the First
Presidenoy at Winter Quarters,in 1884,
said:

‘‘About s year before Joseph’s death
he told the Twelve: ‘There i not one
key or power Lo be bestow ed upon this
Church to Jead the penple into the
Celestinl Gate, but I have given you,
showed you and falked It over with
you; the Kingdom is set up, and you
have the perfcct pattern, and you can”
go and huild up the Kingdom, and go
in at the Celestinl Gate, taking your
train with you.”— ANl Star Vol. 10,
page 115.)

Only s few days ago, in conversation
with Brother Woodruff upon this sub-
ject, he made practically the same
statement to me, and it occurs to me
now. I do not kuow how Brothet
Woodruff feels about it, but it orours
to me that with so imany of the youth
of Israel before us here to-night, if he
should so choose it would be an ex-
cellent opportunity to benr that testi-
mony in the presence of ue all.

President Woodruff—I will at the
close of your remarks.

When the Twelve all arrived, a con-
ference of the Saints at Neuvoo was
called, and Bidney Rigdon was given

Pt full opportunity to lay his claims be-

fore the Church. There was no limit
set to the time that he shouli! occuy.y.
He was there for the purposeof laying
his claims before the people, he had
full opportunity, and his reputation for
eloquence and logic would lead us to
believe that he presented his gase in
the staongest possible light. But it
fell lifelean upon the assembled multi-
tude.

This wss in the forencon, as I re-
member it. In the afternocon, the
meeting was continued and President
Brigham Young addressed the con-
gregation. In the course of his re-
marks he gave the 8aints to under-
stand that if they wanted Sidney
Rigdon to be thelr leader, they couli
have him. I read to you from his
apeech:

“The first position I take in behalf
of the Twelve and the people Is.to ask
a few questions. I ask the Latter-day
Saints, do you, ms individuals, at this
time, want to choose a prophet or a
guardian? Inasmuch as our Prophet
and Patriarch are taken from our
midet, doyou want =ome one to guard,

to gulde and lead you through this
world into the Kingdom of God, or
not? All who want some person to be
a guardian, or a prophet, a spokesman,
or somethieg else, signify it by raising
the right hand,’”

Notone hand was raise |,
on in his remarks he said:

‘‘If the people want Brother Rigdon
to lead them, they may have him; but,
I say unto you, the Tweive have the
keys of the Kingdom of Ged in sil the
world, w5 4 i L b
They stand next to Joseph, nnd are as
the First Presidenoy of the Church,??

o maklog that statement to the
Church President Young was in
strict harmony with the revelations to
whigh | have alluded here, wherein it
is  stated tbat the quorum of the
Twelve Ajostles gonstitute a quorum
equal ln authority and in power to the
First Presidency of the Jhurch; and
an further stated in the testimoeny of

Further

‘Brigham Young when Joseph Smith

had about n year before his death con-
ferred upon them all the keys, all the
autfiority, all the powers lhat‘he him-
self possessed, und they had full right
and power tolead the Church and
take their traln with them into the
Celestinl Kingdom. i

Furtherniore, the Spirit of God bore
record to the Church on that occasion
that the mantle of the Prophet Joeeph
—the power and authority that he was
vossessed of were resting upon Brig-
ham Youog. The deceased Prophet’s
spirit was clearly reflected upon his
utterancea. A remarkable g¢ircum-
stance occurred on that occasion.
Erigham Young waa transfigured be-
fore the people, not only in VYoice but
in appearance. President George Q.
Cannon, who was present on that
occasion, saye:

‘It Joseph had ricen from the dead
and again spoken In their hearing, the
effect could not have been more startl-
ing than it was to many present at tbat
meetiag; it was the volee of Joseph
himsell; and not enly was it the voice
of Joseph which was heard, but {t
stemed in the eyes of.the people as if
it were the very person of Joseph
which stood before them, A more
wonderful and miraculous event than
was wrought thatday in the presence .
of that congregation we never heard
of ?{Tuliidge’s Life of B. Y., page 116.)

From the joursal of a man who
wrote it down at the time I read the
followiny:

“Brigham Young eaid: ‘I wil! tell
you who yout Jeaders or guardians
willbe. The Twelve—I at their head.”
This was with a voice lke the voice of
the Prophet Joseph, I thought it was
bis, and so did thousands wino heard it.
This was very satisfactory to the peo-
ple, and a vete was tnken to sustain
the T'welve in thelr office, which, with
s few dissenting volces, wan peased.?’ .
(Journal of William C. Staines.)

Bidoey Rigdon’s claims to the presi-
denoy were disposed of then, by the
Church rejecting him; and here let
me oall your attentlon to s statement
of the thinge necessary to constitute
4 man a President of the Church. It
Is not pufficient for him to be nomin-
ated for that office; no,not even though
the voice of God should indicate who
the man is (o be. Although that were
done, something elme is necessary in
order to make that man the President
of the Church. It isatated hrere{Doc-



