THE DESERET WEEKLY.

RELIGIQUS.

Sunday Services.

iluligious services were held in
tite Tnberpacle, Halt Lake City,
Suptlay, Jan. 5, 1890, commencing
at 2 p. m.. President Angus M,
Canoon presiding.

The choir and congregation sang:
Come J&1 us anew our Journey pursue,

Roll round with the year,
And never stand still till the Master appenr,

Prayer by Elder Willium C, Dun

nr,
The choir sang:

How Neet the preclous momants roll!
How soon the harvest will be o'er.
The Priesthood of the Becond
ward officiated iu the adminis.
tration of the SBacrament.

ELDER B. H. ROBER'TS

addressed the congregation. He
commeouced by remarking that his
experipuce bad been suflicient to
couvince him most thoroughly that
the Eiders who occupied the posi-
tloo which Le hud been culled upon
to fill that alternovn certainly need
the sustaining power of God. With
out it they would be altogether un-
oqual to the task of teacling the
Salnts those thiugs 1o which it was
pecessary that they shouid be
ipstructed. When in auswer to the
united [mith snd prayers of thg peo-
ple (vontinuvd klder Roberts) the
Bpirit of the Lord -descends upon n
congregation and the speakers who
address lebg a:ssemblly, then the

ople are Lluught ,indeed, for they
K?ult’,aught.of(}od.

Since coming to this stand anpd
lgoking upon tiwe decoration of this
bullding, I bave thoughtthereisone
point conuected with it that might
bo regarded by strangers as some-
thing very peculiar, owing to Lhe
reputation which the Latter-day
Haints have abrond; and that is, you
are gittlng nud worshspping God un-
der the American flag, which con-
stitutes n part of these decoratiouns.
Because, through misrepresvntution
an: nisstatement, it I8 suppused
that the Latter-day S8aints have listle

‘or po respect for this oatiopal em-
blem. - [t occurred to me that this
fact was one of many,both in theory
und practiee, that would go very fur
wward dispelhug misrepresentations
wideh have gone abroad in relation
to our views concerning the Ameri-
ean Hag nod the principles which 1t
represents.

It is the common belief among us
as a people that our destiny im in-
separably united with that of our
country nod with Lhe principles
which underlie that government.
The Book ¢f Mormou—which we re-
gurd as equally sacred with the
Jewish Scriptures—gives us to un.
deratand that the lapnd in which we
live is a choice land, that the provi-
dences of God have been over it,that
He will guide its destiny and work
‘out His purposes upon it. 1t might
not be amiss to cull your attention
to sume of the passages which touch
thisidea. When the Prophet Lehi,
whbo Jeft Jerusalem with a celony of
people and finally reached thisland,
was nbout to padk uway he called his
sous about hirn nnd blessed them, us

was the manncr of theanclent patii-
ar¢hs. lo blessing twe of his sons
who hml been boru to him during
his travela in thewilderness, nfter
lenving Jerusulem, he sald:

“Nothwithstanding our ufflictions,
we have obiuined a land of promise, a
land whieh is ohoice above ail other
lands; a fand whioh the Lord God hath
coveuanted with me should be a land
for the inherliance of my sead. Yes,
the Lord hath covenanied tais land
unto me, and to my ohildren for ever:
and also all those who should be led
cut of other countries by the hand of
tbe Lord."”

It would appear from this that
Lehi had no exclusive clailn upon
it, but that it was dedicated to him
and his seed and to all other peoples
whom the Lord should bring uato
this land.

W herefore,’” continues the Prophet,
“#1, Lehi, prophecy acvording td the
workings of the Spicit which is in e,
that there shall none come into this
land, save they shall be brought by
the hand of the Lord.

“Wherefore, this land is consecrated
unto him whom he shall bring. And
it it s0 be thatchey shall serve him
acoording tothe commandments which
Le huath “given, it shall be a land of
liberty unto them; wherefors, they
shall never be brought down into cap-
Lvity; If so, it shzll be because of
iniquity; for if iniquity shall abound,
cenrsed shall be the land for their
sake; but unto the righteous it shall
be hlessed for vver.”

Anpother Prophet of an earlier day
sajl words of similar import. He
was a ['rophet amonyg the Jaredites,
a people whooriginally came froml
the tower of Babel and preceded the
Nephites in the occupatiou of this
land of America by a number of
ceuturies. Moreni, iu giving an ac-
couut of the words ol this i’ropher,
onu ilther, and speaking of the
travels of this first colony to Ame-
rica, says:

“The Lord would not suffer that they
shiould stop beyond the sea in the
wilderness, but "he would tha. they
should come forth even unto the land
of promise, which was choice above
all othet lunds, wbich the Lord umid
preserved for a righteous people;

And he had sworn in his wrath unto
the brothe; of Jared, that whoso
should possess this land of promise,
from that iime henceforth and forover
should serve him, the true and only
God, orthey should be swept ot when
the fulness of his wrath should come
upon ithem.

And now we can bebold the decrees
of tiod concerninyg this land, that it I8
a lamd ©of promise, and whatsoever
nation shai os8ess it shall serve
God, or they shall be swept off whon
the fulness of his wrath shall come
upon them. And the fulness of his
wrath cometh upon them when they
are ripened in inignity;

*Kor behold, this is 4 land whish is
cholce above all other lands; whers-
fore he that doth possess it shall sorve
God. or shall be gwept off; for it ia the
everlasting decree of God. And it 18
oot until the fulness of iniquity among
the ohildren of the land that they are
swept off.”

*And this cometh uute you, Qh ye
Gentiles, that yo may  know tlvm
decrees of God, that ye may rejent,
apd not continue in your iniguitles
notil the fulness come, that ye muy
not bring down the fnlbess of the
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“Bshold. this is a chkivice Innd,. and
whateoever patlon shall possess it
ahiall be frea from bondage, nnd cap-
tivily, wund from sll other nations
under heaven, if they will but serve
the God of the land, who is Josus
Chirist, who bath been wnunifested by
the things wlich we have writtean. ™

There ure other passages in the
book referring to this same subject,
but I take it that this is sufficient to
prove tousthat this land of Amerien
of which these thingu are said is a
choiee land, is reserved for a right-
vous people, aud is dedicated to
liberty; and the people who inhabit
it have the assurance from God that
they shull be free. There I8 one
more paseage, however, to which [
wish to ¢all your attention, and that
because Jt eomes dowa to the age of
the @Gentlles, the first c¢olony
that inhabited the land having been
led by the Lord (rom the Tower of
Babel until they reachwd Amerien,
mulitiplied, increased, and beeame a
mighty and prospursus nation. So
long as they lived in harmony with
truth, with those principles which
God hail revealed from heaven, they
were prospered, they were blvsse(f,
they were in high favor with the
Lord, and their povernment, insti-
tutions and liberties were preserved
unto them. But when they forgot
the decvrees of God concerninf the
land aud forsvok those pringiples of
righteousness which had been their
buiwark hitherto, then destruction
suddenly canie upon them,they were
swept from the earth, and only one
man was left to represent that
mighty nation. The coloni; which
was jed out of Jerusalem by Lehi
and finally reached this land—that,
too, became a pation; and it is the
ruins of their cities, temples, and
mansjons that are strewn upun the
fnee of the lami to this day.  But so
long as they were true to Ged, de-
voted (o His service, and sought
to  establish righteousners they
Hourighed and  prospered, und
had maay periods of great
happiness, liberty, apnd freedom,;
they were untrameled; the harvest
of righteous men was indeedabund-
ant. After a time, however, they
followed in the footsteps of the
Jaredites, they forget God, they re-
jected the Gospel, they trampled the
principles of righteousness under
their feet, they were forsaken of
(God, and then came their sudden
destruction. They wandered into
Jark pess, and the rempants of that
pation are still koown and seen

—a  warpning to all other ba-
tions that shall inhabit this
sgered land, exclalming aloud,

“Walk not in the footsteps of our
futhers; avoid the errors that they
made; cleave unto the principles of
righteousness if you would retain
your exalted eivilization and the
liberty of which you boast. Thut ia
the message which the Lamanite,
degraded, uncivilized, proclaims un-
to the proud nations that now ovcu-
py the lnnd of Anlerica.

The discovery of this continent,
the coming of the Gentiles.and their
final occupation of it, were all fore-
known and predicted with such
great clearness that we whonow live
after the events have tranapired can-

weath of God npon you, as the inhabi-
tants of the land hath hitherto done.”

not comprehend them more clearly



