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RELIGIOUS

sunday services
services were held in

the tabernacle salt lake city
sunday jan 5 1890 commencing
at 2 p m president angus M
cannoucannon presiding

the choir and congregation sang
cone letiet us anew ouroar journey purpurcilesile

rollboll round with the year
and never stand still till the master appear

prayer by elder william C dun
bar

the choir sang
how fleetbeet the precious moments roll I1

how soon the harvest will be oer
the priesthood of the second

ward officiated luin the adminisad minis-
tration of the sacrament

B 11 ROBERTS

addressed the congregation he
commenced by remarkremarkingin that hishie
experience had been sufficient to
convince him most thoroughly that
the elderseiders who occupied the posi-
tion which liehe had been called upon
to fill thatatiat afternoon certainly need
the sustainingsustain ing power of god with-
out it they would be altogether un-
equal to the task of teaching the
saints those things in which it was
necessary that they should be
instructed when in answer to the
united faith and prayers of th peo-
ple continued elder robertsroberta the
spirit of the lord descends upon a
congregation and the speakers who
address that assembly then the
people are taughtlaught indeed for they
are taught of god

since coming to this stand and
looking Uuponn the decoration of this
building I1 have thought there isone
point connected with it that might
be regarded by strangers asaa some-
thing very peculiar owing to the
reputation which the latter day
saints have abroad and that is you
are sitting and happing god un-
der the american flag which con-
stitutess t utes a part of these decorations
because through misrepresentation
anian misstatement it is supposedsupposed
that the latter day saints have itlacuewe
or no respect for this national em-
blem it occurred to me that this
fact was one of many both in theory
and practice that would go very far
toward dispelling misrepresentations
which have gone abroad in relation
to our views concerning the ameri-
can flag and the principles which it
represents

it is the common belief among us
as a people that our destiny is18 in-
separably united with that of our
country and with the principles
which underlie that government
the book of mormon which wewerere-
gardsard asaa equally sacred with the
jewish scriptures gives us to un-
derstandderstand that the land in which we
live is a choice land that the provi
dences of god havebeen over
he will guide its destiny and work
out his purposes upon it it might
not be amiss to call your attention
to some of the passages which touch
this idea when the prophet lehi
who left jerusalem with a colony of
people audand finally reached
was about to pass away he called his
sonsbona about him and blessed them as

was the manner of the ancient patri-
archs in blessing two of his sons
who had been born to him during
his travels in the wilderness after
leaving jerusalem he said

nothwithstanding our afflicafflictionsafflictiontio us
we have obtained a land of promise a
land which is choice aboabove all other
lands a land which the lord god bath
covenanted with me should be a land
for the inheritance of my seed yea
the lord hathbath covecovenantednamed this lanaland
unto me and to my children for ever
and also all those who should be led
out of other countries by the hand of
the lord

itib would appear from this thatlehi had no exclusive claim upon
it but that it was dedicated to him
and his seed and to all other peoples
whom the lord should bring unto
this land

wherefore continues the prophet
1 I lehi prophecy according totd the
workings of the spirit which is in me
that there shall none come into this
land save they shall be brought by
the hand of the lord

wherefore this land is consecrated
unto him whom he shall bring and
if it so be that they shall serve himaccording to the commandments which
le hathbath given it shall be a land of
libertliberty unto them wherefore they
shall never be brought down into cap
uvito if so it shall be because of
iniquity for if iniquity shall abound
cursed shall be the land for their
sake but unto the righteous it shall
be blessed for ever I1 I1

another prophet of an earlier day
said wordsworda of similar import he
was a prophet among the jared ites
a people who originally came from
the tower of babel aridand preceded the
Nep hites in the occupation of this
laudland of america by a number of
centuries moroni in giving an ac-
count of the words of this prophet
one ether and speaking of the
travels of this first colony to ame-
rica says

the lord would not suffer that they
should stop beyond the sea in the
wilderness but he would tha they
should come forth even untounco the land
of promise which was choice above
all other landsian which the lord nad
preserved fofora righteous people

and he had sworn in his wrath unto
the brothed of jared that whosochoso
should possess this land of promise
from that time henceforth and forever
should serve him the true and onlygod or they should be swept off whenthe falness of his wrath should come
upon them

and now we can behold the decrees
of god concerningneer this land that it is
a land of promise and whatsoever
nation shall possess it shall serve
godiergod or they shaushall be swept off when
the falness of his wrath shall come
upon them and the falness of his
wrath comellcomeil upon them when they
are ripened in iniquity

for behold this is a land which is
choice above all other lands where-
fore he that doth possess it shall serve
god or shall be swept off for it is the
everlasting decree of god and it is
not until the falness of iniquity among
the children of the land that they are
swept off

and this cornethcometh unto you oh yegentiles that ye may know akethee
decrees of god that yoye may relrepentrelentent
and not continue in your iniquities
until the fulness come that ye may
not bring down the falness of the
wrath of god upon you as the inhabi-
tants of the land hathbath hitherto done

behold this is a choice land and
whatsoever nation shall possess it
shall be free from bondage audand cap

and from ellall other nations
under heaven if they will but serve
the god of the land who is jesus
christ who bath been manifested by
the things which we have wrliten 11

there are other passages in the
book referring to this same subject
but I1 take it that this tois sufficient to
prove to us that this land of america
of which these things are said is a
choice land is reserved for a riright-
eous

bt
people and is dedicateddedidedicatedcatel to

liberty and the people who inhabit
it have the assurance from god that
they shall be free there is one
more passage however to which I1
wish to call your attention and that
because it comes down to the age of
the gentiles the first colony
that inhabited the land having been
led by the lord from the tower of
babel untilu antil they reached america
multiplied increased and became a
mighty and prosperous nation so
long asaxttheyey lived in harmony with
truth with those principles which
god hailhad revealed from heaven they
were prospered they were blessed
they were in high favor wih the
lord and their government insti-
tutions and liberties were preserved
unto them but when they forgot
the decrees of god concerning the
land and forsook those principles of
righteousness which bad been their
bulwark hitherto then destruction
suddenly came upon them they were
swept from the earth and only one
man was left to represent that
mighty nation the colony which
was led out of jerusalem by lehllehi
and finally reached this land that
too became a nation and it is the
ruins of their cities temples and
mansions that are strewn upon the
face of the laudland to this day but so
long as they were true to god de-
voted to his service and sought
to establish righteousness they
flourished and prospered and
had many periods of great
happihappinessnem liberty and freedom
they were untrammeleduntra meled the harvest
of righteous men was indeeddeW abund-
ant after a time however they
followed in the footsteps of the
Jared ites they forgotforget god they re-
jected the gospel they trampled the
principles of righteousness under
their feet they were forsaken of
god and then came their sudden
destruction they wandered into
darkness vaidod the remnants of that
nation are still known and seen

a warning to all other na-
tions that shall inhabit this
sacred land exclaiming aloud

walk not in the footsteps of our
fathers avoid the errors that they
made cleave unto the principles of
righteousness if you would retain
your exalted civilization and the
liberty of which you boast that is
the message which the lam nite
degraded uncivilized proclaims un-
to the proud nations that now mccuoccu-
py the land of america

the discovery of this continent
the coming of the gentilesGentilesandand their
final occupation of it were all fore-
known and predicted with such
great clearness that we who now itliveve
after the events have transpired can-
not comprehendoom them more clearly


