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FREDONYER'S PASS.

Sacramexto Ciry, April 5, 1855,

Dear Bir:—The North Fork of Feather river
does not, as is generully supposed, take its rise
in the Sierra Nevada, butin a range of moun-
tains properly denominated the Sacramento
Mountaing, commencing near Pitt river, in lat-
itude 41 degrees north, and thenee bearing in a
south by east course, and parallel with the Sa
cramento river;extends about one hundred miles,
where it terminates at the Table Mountain, near
Ophir. The summit of this ridge in some thir-
ty-five or for y miles distant fromn the Saera-
mento river. The western slope furnishes wa-
ter for the several little streams kpnown as Ra-

id, Cow, Clover, Battle, Antelope, Pine, Dry,

ear, Chico and Butte ereeks, all flowing into
the Sacramento. The flank of the mountan is
brokes nto literal ridges, ranging west, at neur-
ly right angles with the main ridge, and corres-
ponding with the several above mentioned
creeks, whose gurgling waters rush impetudus
through the deep and rocky avenues that bind
them. The tops of the ridges are rocky and
barren, sparingly studded with dwarfl oak and
manseneta bushes, excepting in the higher alti-
tudez, where pine and cedar flourish. This re-
gion, commonly called the Rocky Desert, pres-
ents a dreary and uninviting appearauce o the
traveler who never will forget the power of the
sun's direct and reflected rays, while passing
oyer them in midsnmmer.

The eastern flanks of these mountains furn-
ish a corresponding number of creeks flowing
easiward into the basin of the North Fork, and
their several conjunctions, in combiuation with
a few small streams issuing from the [ron Hills,
form the principal constituents of that river.—
The character of the east side of these moun-
tains is very different from that of the western.
The declivity of its eides is more preecipitous,
and are densely covered with forests of pine
and the different varieties of evergreens. The
temperature of the atmosphere is many degrees
colder in the same season and at equal altitudes
with the west side,

The more elevated peaks in many places on
the east side and north of the west branch of the
North Fork, is covered with snow during the
whole year; advancing westward, it incresses in
quantity until the monntaing abruptly termin-
ate at Lassen’s Batte. This is the fountain
bead from whence innumerable little streams
descend, boanding wildly over the eraggy pre-
cipices, roaring and rushing down through deep
ravines, Lill they reach the romantic valleys be-
I'w, where they meander and play amidst the
wild bowers of grapevine and willow, intermin.
gled together, and form the North Fork of Feath-
er river.

The lron Hills embrare a tract of coutry, ly-
ing between the North Fork of Feather river on
the west, and the Pitt river mountaing an the
east,and extends from the East Branch of the
North Fork on the south to the northward as far
as Pittiiver. .

This district constitntes a series of hills and

valleys, with but little variation in their height, |

and heavily timbered.

The soil is of a red argillaceous eomposition,
mixed with disintegrated quartz, and strongly
impregnuated with oxide of iron. In various
places intervening the hills, are extensive flats
of alluvium, coated with grass and clover, and
in many places an abendance of wild strawber.
ries. Also, embosomed among them are sev-
eral small lakes. The East Branch of the North
Forg derives most of its water from these hills,
and is the onlv stream of importonce which
flows into that Fork from the eas! side.

The Lassen trail which passes over these hills,
commences at his ranch near the mouth of Deer
Creelt in the Sacramento Valley, thence follow
inr eastward on the summit of one of the laterai
ridges a distanee of 35 miles, to a depression at
the tap of the Bacramento Mountains, thence
down the eastern declivily of these mountains
twenty five miles to the North Fork, crossine
that stream at the Big Meadows abont twenty
miles ahove the mouth of the East Branch; it
then continues in & northerly direction, by a
very crooked route, over the lron Hills, ernssing
near the head of Canoe creek, (2 small tributa-
ry of Pitt river,) and boaring slightly east; des-
cends to the Pitt river bottom,a distance of nine-
ty miles; thenee crossing Pilt river valley, and
by the base of Camp Hill, (which is an isolated
mount standing near the middle of the valley on
the south sice of Pitt river.) and up the margin
of that river to the eastern side of the wvalley, n
distance of thirty miles. and st the Nine mile
Gap in the Pitt river Mountains.

Having thuscomplied with your request rela-
tive to the North Fork, I will sow call your at-
tention to a section of eountry exnlored by me
last year, and heretolore unknown to the civil-
1zed world: ,

I left St. Joseph, Missouri, in the faly of 1849,
and followed the regnlar emigrant trail to Fort
[.aramie. Approaching winter compelled me to
rexnain at that post until the easuing spring,
when | again resumed my journey with asmall
pirty of emigrants, and cross ng the Rocky
Moantains at the South Pass, conlinned to fol-
low the regalar trail to the west bend of the
ITombeldt river. At this point the road forks;
wsking the right-hand fork, known as the Lassen
trail, we lefl that river, crossing a sage deserl
at nearly a due west course, to a low range of
moun'aing about twelve miles distant; . passing
throngh a division inthe ridge, we bore slightly
northward, crossing a narrow valley to enother
low ridge, over which we passed by a gradaal
ascent through a depression therein, and thence
desgended into Mud Lake Valley, erossiug an

ezt asmve desert, aud betwveen the Upper and |ihe Great Pass, and encamped by 2 small branch

| or coated with wild sa
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Lower Mud Lakes to the boiling spring, which
it situated near the southern extremity of the
Black Rock Mountain, about fifiy-five or sixty
miles west fram the Humboldt river, and in lal

itude 40 degrees 41) minutes north.

From this point, the trail bears in 2 north by
east direction, up the Boiling Spring Valley to
Meadow creek, (a small branch emptying into
Upper Mud Lake at the north extremity of the!
B.ack Rock range,) thence makiug a short de-
flection to the west, passing over a dividing
ridge into Kanyon Vailey, on the north side of
which it enters the mouth of the High Rock

Kanyon. Thisis adeep fissure, passing thro"|
a table ridge to the north, and varies in width

from twenty-five to fifty yards, with perpendie-

ular walls several hundred feet high, esmpored
principally of a dark basaltic formation. A lit-|
tle stream issues from its mouth, flowing into|
Kanyon Lake, which lies on the opposite side
of the valley, and at the northern base of a ridge
of mountains, which commencing at this point,
and ranging in a SSW course, torms the west.
ern boundary of Boiling Spring Valley, Lower
Mud and Pyramid Lakes. The mouth of High
Rock Kanyon is about forty miles distant from
tfie Boiling Spring, and from that point my ob-
servationS may be said to ecommence.

Being weary of nroeesding so far to the north.
ward, pait of the company and myself determin.
ed to tuke a direct west conrse as possible, and
force a passage over the Sierrs Nevada at any
point, rather than make the great circuit by Las

which descends from a little vale lying north. | westward of the piss, near the eastern base of

Having no suspicion of Indians being ab uat, we
lurned onr horses loose, as vsual, to graze all
night.  Inthe morning three of them were mis
sing. T iinmediately started with one of the
men, and went about two hundred yards from
camp and commenced trailling a ecitele. We
had not gone far when we saw the tracks of cur
horses, and also severnsl mocensin tracts, cros-
sing the line of cur circuit. Now satisfied the
horses were stolen, we pursued rapidly up the
little valley to the narth, following their tracks
fir several miles and Lo the snmmit of the divid-
ing ndge at the head of the valley.

From this puint we had an extensive view to
the northward, and as nothing cou'd be seenof
either horses or Indians,
pursue themany farther. Bat we were awply
temunerated for eur trouble in ascending the
ridge, by viewing the d versfied and intere<ting
scenery dyving northward alang the . astern base

ofthe Sierra Nevada.  In front lay a spacious |
fiat, eoated with a white alkalire inerastution,
with here and there clusters of white sage and | I's altitode being so high,

greasewond bushes.

[mmedintely beyond this flat lies a beantiful
lake, about fifieen miles in length by six iu
breadth, which is confined in a narrow wvalley
between the base of the monntain and the basal-
tic ridges heretofore spoken of,

Onthe west side ot the lnke rises the gigan

tic Sierra Nevada, with its broad fank broken !

sen’s Pass.  For this purpose we pursued our
jruruey up the Kanyen Valley, neara SW di-
rection, over a sterile but interrsting distriet,
covered with inaumerable little pieces of obsi-
dian af different eolors; about midway in the val-
ley we passed through a voleanie causeway, va-
rying from one to two hundred feet in width,
and over a mile in leng h, with perpendicular
wulls fifteen feet high. The valley on the north
and western sides is lined by a ridge of basaltic
eliffs, inereasing in height and grandeur nntil
they
von, and sixteen niles distant from the mouth of
Hivh Rock Kanyon-

To the sonth of Ladder Kanyon lies Mount
Ohservation, ricing to an elevation of nearly
{hree thousand feet above the planes ot the in
terior basin, of a conieal shape, the summit and
flanks intirely destitute of vegetation.

We ascended to the top of this mount for the

purpose of observing the physieal character of
the country, and determine what course it would
be most proper 1o pursue.
. The sarronnding country, when viewed from
this point, presented a barren and rocky surface,
divided into a multitude of low ridges, ranging
frum north to south, where they slope «ff into
a valley of indefinite extent. These ridges are
formed prineipally of basaliie roek, which are
broken intn deep and yawning chasms,

The surfee» above their brinks spread outinfo
inclined planes, covered in many places with
fragments of lava, so compactly imbedded as to
forma solid pavement. ' In other places they
rise up to inaccessible pinnacleg, evidently ele
valed in a state of fusion, In faet, so plainly
are the eff-cls of volcanic nclion exhibited thro'.
out these localities, thai it forcibly impresses the
mind with the idea that the doors of the infern |
regions have here been but recently closed. A
gloomy silence seems to brood over the whole
distriet, which presentsa scene of desolation and
rusn scarcely ever equalled.

Directing. the view beyond this burnt region,
to the west, the Sierra Nevada is seen, ranging
north and south, with its snow capped summit
rising in majestic grandeur as far s the eye can
see.

Linssen’s Pass, in the northwest,and the great
pass, in a west soathwest direction, are distint-

(and immediately procesded to ascend the Great

by successive ridges of granite protruding
thronsh a superitnposed strata of trappean rocks

The surtace of the shelves in many places in-
tervening, the several protrusions have a gradu-
al slope and are covered with an alluvial dep s

it of snflicient thickness to support a vigorous
growih of timber.

es Lhe valley at the base of the mountain, where

ach the head of the valley at Ladder Kan jit empties into the southern end of Hilloway !

Lake, w9 called, in honor of the gentieman that
was with me.

On the east side of tha. valley is a dark basal
tie ridge, the top of a tabular form, wiih rugged
and precipitous sides. The brink forming a
perpendicular wall, from fifty to one hundred
vet high, which we named the Palisade rocks.
Having noted the featnres of that distriet, and
rested ours lves, we then returned to our eamp.,

Pags, which is very similar to the South Pass
in the Rocky Mouantaine, but not as broad, the
ascent to the eulminating point iy very gra’ual,
the gprade not exceeding a hundred feet to
the mile at the steepest pluces, whi'e the aver
nge height wonld probably not be over seventy.
T he distance through this, the main ridge of the
Rierra Nevada, is aboat thirteen miles, and en-
tirely free from any obstroction in passing either
way. DBat the sides of the mpuntsins lying
north and south of the pass, rise grudual and to
an inmense height, pressnting a formidable bar-
rier the whole length of the pissage; there is no
tinber on the eastern slope, and but very little
throngh the passage, except high up on the
flank of the mountain, where it becomes very
abundant, especiailly on the western declivi
Lies.

After crossing the pass, w2 encamped near
the margin of a little ereek, that issues from a
ridge of mountains lying north of a valley that
here opened o view, and extended westward;
the ridge is a spar of the Sierra Nevada, and
bearinzin a westerly course till they come in
contact with the Pitt river range, and forms the
dividing ridge which separate the waters that
flow north inte Pitt river mountains, from thos=e |
that fl \w south into a valley lying between the

ly seen; likewise, a derp depression lying be
tween these two passes, nearly due wost from
this point.

Pereeiving the impracticability of passing directly
west, we d stended the mount, aud pursued our
journey down another little valley lying south
of Kanyon Lake Valleyto the distance of twe!ve
iniles, when te our sorpiise, we found ourselves
al a great.opening that lies through the moun
tains which bound the Boiling Spring Vailey
on the west, nearly opposite the Builine Spring
and immediately at the northren end of Lower
Mud Lake. Th's pissage presents one of the
grandest ruptures of Nature, one side of the cliff
rising 1> the giddy height of a thousand feet,
with nearly a perpeniicalar deelivity, while the
other inclines, off in gradual retiring strata to
double fhat distance. Through the bottom of
the passage (which is on a le=vel with the ad-
joining plain) &8 small stream fiads vent, and
discharges itself into Mad 1 ake.

Fiom this pass our conrse lay nearly west
tirough an extensive valley, bounded by & sue-
cegsion of ridges sloping down iato it, {rom the
northren and sonthern sides, causing a vartation
in its width from ten to twenty wiles. The
stream above mentioned takes its rise on the
easiern flanks of the Sierrr Nevada, and winds
its way through the middle of this valley, its
margin ia many places coated with a luxuriant
growth of grass, and showed signs of periodi-
cal floadings.

In passing np the bottom we crossed the chan-
nels of several little ereeks, descending from be-
tween the ridges, some of which were dry, and
otliers having water in. The intervening spa.
ces between these channels are generally barren,
g& brushes. Tae adjoin- |
ing ridges are destitute of limber, and the gen-
eral appearance of the country is sterile and |
parched with heat.

4

Aflter two days journeying up the valley, we
reached the east base of the Sierra Nevada at

Great Pass and the southern continuation of the
Pitt river range. |

On the following day, when in the act of
crossing this valley, our progress was suddenly
interrupted by a large party of Indians, who
showed unmistakenrble signs of hostility. We
inmediately retnraed to our eamp, and pro-eed-
ed np the margin of the creek before alluded to,
and by gnod manuvering suceeeded in avoid-
ing a confliictuntil we had ascended the ridgs,
and taken a position on the top of lﬁe preci- |
pice where we made sll the demonstrations for
battle that our feeble eircumstances would admit
of. Fortonately, they did not charge upon us,
otherwise we would have been easily eaptured,
as we were in a helpless condition, being nearly
exhausted with fatigae and privation, and hav-
ing only one gun in the company. [ut seeing
us thus fortified, the Indians withdrew, return.
ing to the valley, and we fearing 0 resume our
foraier course, continued to proceed northward
over the ridge from the summit of which we had
a fine view of the surronnding country; over-
looking the Pitt river monntains to the west, as
far as Shasta Butte. and the Sacramento Range,
the summits of which were covered with snow
The Pitt river mountains are a low ridge of
igneous origin, presenting a black and rangged
appearance, having no snow on their summits in
midsummer. They lie about midway between
the Sierra Nevada and the Sacramento range,
and range northward at an angle offorty degrees
west. The district lying south appeared of a
triangular shape, bounded on the north by the
transverse ridge on which we stood, east by the
Sierra Nevada, and westby the Pitt river range,
the two last named, approximatiug nearly 1o-
gether as they advance southwaid, with their
fianks eovered with a dense forest of pine and
cedar,and the valley lying between coated with
n luxuriant growth of grass and clover. In
elosed within (his district are several small
lakes, one lying south of the Great Pass, near

—

the Piit river range. G =
The great Pass, as viewed from our high pe-
sition, presented a prand and sublime aspect.

| The snimmils on either side were elevated inany

thousand feer, and crowned with snow, which,

 as they dazz'ed in the sunbeams, formed a beay-

chade that aver-
green forest of the surroondirg

tful eontrast with the deep
spread  the
localities.

S surveving ils wvarions parts the mind be-

comes overwhelmed with awe in contempialing
the infinite power of God, as displayed in the
stupendous magnitude of this passage, where

we demed it useless to i low,* and

The summit and npper portions of the flink ‘

nature, in her tetrifie convulsions, has cleaved
the mountaing asunder, making the high p!u ceg
the erooked straight, whereby his
pevple may pnss through in safety. Leaving
this beantiful disirict we jrurneyed northward,
deseending rapidly over a rough and thickly
wosded couniry, observing as we passed, a lit |e
lake, lying high up, on the west flank of the
Sierra Nevada, and close by the middle gap.
we named it Snow -
Water Lake. Thence bearing slightly west we
snon reached the valley of the South Fork of
Pitt river, whieh -ranges nearly north and south,
varying ia its width from one to two miles,
bounded on the west gide by a ridge of precipit.
ous blutfs, which commence at the head of the
villey, running northward to the Castle Bluff
Point, near the great bend of the river.

The South Fork takes its rise in the dividing
ridge near the great pass, thence ruaning north
along the western hase of the Sierra Nevada to
Castle Bluff Point, thence west through the Big
Bend Moadowe«, thence north again loils junction
with the Nor h Fork of that river.

Leaving the river at the Big Bond we ascend-

are covered with a heavy body of snow, the
melting of which gives govrce to a little creek, | river maonninins,
that dashes over the steep declivities till it reach |of the Sierra Nevada.

ed atable ridge to the west, vassing over a
barren plain to the Nine Mile Gap in the Pitt
which is about fiity miles west
Tne Pt river passes
through this gap; likewise Lassen's trail, whie!,
we then followed to the Pt river Mead  we,
where we m-t Capt Lyons, with a company of
dragoons, reconnoitering the country. As we
were in a destitute condition, the eaptain kindly
lurnished us with provisions sufficient for our
feonsumption until we could reach Lassen's
t Ransh, in the Sacramento Valley, where we
arrived on the Oth of July, 1850,

From the above nargative you will perceive
that we were diverted from our proper eourse
atter leaving the great Pass by the difficnlties
which we enciutered with the Indians. Thece
circumstances deprived ns of an opportunity to
explore the mountain regions to the westward
and lying hetween the great Pass and the Sacra-
mento mountaing, and south of the dividing ridge
that lies beiween the Feather and Pitt rivers
But the appearanee of the conntry, as view:d
by us from the summit of the divide, has left no
{donbt in my mind bat that a direct and practical
route could be found over the southern spurs of
the Pitt river range and the iron Hills to the
Sacramento Valley, gither by Capt. Liyons? route
by the northern base of Lassen’s Bl.lltﬂ, or by
the M ddie Fork of Feather river. 1 this shonld
prove to be the ense;, we may, at some future
d1y, have the pleasure of sesing a great pational
ratiroad passing the Sierra Nevada at the above
Puse, and join, with an iron band, the interests
of the Pacific coast with that of the Missigsippi
Valley; . But these sangninry hopes may le
eonsidered as premature and uncertain of ful§!1-

Lment, except Congress should take a eo apera-

five aetion in the premises relative to her inter-
mediate territories.

The location and character of the great Pacs.
| have deseribed to many persons who intend
prospecting the Pitl river eountry this summer,
from whom, 1 hope, von will receive additional
testimony w0 the truthfuluess of these state-
ments.

With mach respect, I remain yours, &e.
A. Freponyer

Engineer.

TerEGRAPH  WIRES CcUT TO PREVENT
Drovra—DeprrLorasre D spiay or [erson.
ANcE.—For the second time this season manv
miles of the telegraphic wires in Franklin and
Lauderdale counties, in this State, have heen
torn down by some persons unknown, who it ig
said believe the telegraph is responsible for and
the cause of the dry weather which has pre-niled
for the past twelve months. Tell it not in Gt
publish it notin the streets of Askelon that such
‘gnorance and such superstition exists in Alaba.
ma, in the wealthy counties of Franklin and
Lauderdale, in the immediate vicinity of Tus.
cumbia and Florence, under the shadiw of tle
two Lagrange colleges! and where three news.
papers are published. Oh, where is the school.
master, that he is not at work among the people?
Missionaries for such heathens are needed.—-
| Hontsville (Ala.) Advocate.
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Manvoy Minnrsoyw, Civil

Ax Exoraous Roost.—The largest reom in
the world under a single roof, and nunbroken by
pitlars or other obstruetions, is at 8t. Peters.
bargh, Russia, and is 650 feet in length, and 150
feetin breadth. By daylicht it is used for milj-
l.llrjf disphyﬂ, and a battalion can econveniently
maneavre in it. In the evening it is oflen
converted into a vast ball room, when it is
warmed by sixteen prodigions stoves, and 20.000

wax tapers are required to Light it properly. The

roof ol this structure isa single arch of iron,

the bars alone on which il rests weighing 12,830

pounds.
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05" To prevent sueezing, press the finger on
the upper lip just below the nose. To stopa ft

of conghing, close the nostrils with the thn.nd

the base of the Sierra Nevada, the other lying

and finger when the breadth is let on!, but leavs
them free when the breath is drawn in.




