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For the Degeret Newa.

Mormon hiulicn Festival at Parowan,

| March 13, 1855.
COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMETS.

John Steele, B, Dolten, H. M. Alexander, for Parowan;
Geo. 8. Clark, for Cedar; and Rufus Allen, for H‘-
mony. ’ | |

The futlv!th:' of the day were ushered In at a quarter

30

i

to 10 o'clock, a.m., by the playing of the assembly cali, !

by the martial music, at which time the members of the
Battalion, at Parowan, and from Cedar and Harmony, |
together with the presidency of the Stake, the high ‘coun-
oll, the bishop and councll, and the ploneers of 1847,
prompily met upon the parade ground, and answered to
“wlleall. All present, or accounted for.

Under the directlon of Sergeant O. B. Adams, marshal
of the day, the company fell Into line in the following
order;—1st, the front guard, commanded by H. M, Alex-
ander; 2nd, the martial music; 3rd, the ploneers, with |
appropriate emblems; 4th, the Mormon Battallon, com-
manded by Lt. W. W. Willls; ﬁl.h, the chaplain; 6th, the
presidency and high counefl; Tth, the bishop and councll;
Bth, and same distance in the rear to bring up the strag-
glers, tho rear guard, commanded by F. T. Whitney.

The Battalion then marched through the streets of the
elty to the Council Hall, which was tastefully and appro-
priately decorated for the occasion, and deposited

At twelve o’clock, the assombled company sat down to
tables covered with the substantials and delicacles requi-
site t0 form an elegant and plentiful repast, which was
bleased by the thlplnln, and soon ylelded to the vigorous
and wa}l-plmnud attack of the Battallon, aha’lated by the
ealth and works of the ladles, 1éd by thetr gallant
oMoera.

The company then adjnurned to other apartments,
while the tables were being removed, and the room pre-
pared for dancing; and soon the floor was occupled by an
orderly and joyous company, all seceming to enjoy the
lively and exhiiarating musie, and the Spirit of God which
mded every breast.

At different times during the evening, refreshments
were handed round to the company, and the enjoyments
of the day were varled by speeches from Lt. Willes and
others of the Battallon and ploneers, taking ;'ratmpcc-
Mve view of thelr trials and sufferings, with many inter-
esting Incldents and anecdotes, toasts, &c.; Ibﬂuw&d by
Prea. J. O. L. Smith In a few appropriate and instructive
remarks in rélation to the past, the present, and the future
avents connected with our progress as npeup!a, amd th.-.:
duties required of us r.n ‘socure our present and future sal-
vation.

Nouthing oceurred to mar the enjoyment of the day, bnt
peace and good order characterized all its proceedings,
and the universal feeling was manifested, that as the
Battalion had formerly gone forth In obedlence to the
authorities of this church for its salvation temporally as
well as spiritnally, that should thelr services be required a
second time by our Jeaders, they would be found reu.d;r
and willing to respond to the call.

Toe much praise cannot be awarded to the committee,
for ‘the perfection of thelr nﬂungamﬁnts, and to the

walters and others who assisted In earrying them out; and |

may those who took their lives In their hands, and suf-
fered the most trying hardships for the salvation of thélr
lnt-hrﬁu, live to enjoy many more such reanions,

. JAMES 1. MARTINEAU, Reporter.

For the Deseret News,

Testimony, Faith, and Confiden ce.

I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ: in the work of re-
demption: In the principles of salvation and eternal llves:
fn the oovenants of the latter day work, the coming forth
of the Bpok of Mormon: In Joseph Smith, jr., a Prophét,
seery and revelator to the Chuarch of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter Day Saints: in the revelations of Heaven through him:
and in the princlyle of eternal lives,

Says one: #(0, I have such testimonies that iny faith is
retablished, yes, I have such confidence in the work of the
Lord, and in the testimony of his servants, that T eould
stand bofore the world to proclaim these prineiples, I
know theso things are true; yea, I could face the cannon’s
mouth, for I would sooner dle than deny these things; yes,
I know br. Brigham is & prophet, and the successor of
Joseph.”” Let me ask, do you know these things through
the testimony of Jesus, or are you relying on the testimo-
ny of men, on the relations and reasonings of the ellers?
1f you have not the testimony of Jesus, seek It withont
dalay, and seek day by day te réetain it, remembdering,
without it you cannot have that falih that is unto eternal
lifey—withont it you cannot have that confidence In the
Tord that will entitle youto an admission into his pre-
senoe, or that will sustain you in the day of trial. I do
mol mean those trials of persccution which we recelve
from our enemlies; for when we are persecuted then are
we strong; in those scenes man i generally invulnerable.
Soldomn we hear of a man leaving the causa of liberty or
truth, when the enemy®s phalanx presses him; but trials
of a more trivial nature generally work the downfall of
the saint; or then the enemy Is more likely to approach us.
We feel that brother o and 80 has not done juss right; or
wa foed that we are better caloulated to direct certain af-
fairs than those to whom the dictation 8 given. Wa th-
gin to complain, we find fault, wegive way to our feelings
and the devil comes in to help us on, and soon we are driv-
en from our post, and ere weo are aware we are entrapped,
and as the spirit of the devil advances, and wo give way
te his Influence, the spiril of the Lord recedes, and soon
wa are enveloped in clond, in darkness, and are left to
w inder, and soon we forget the Lord; thuas hair’s breadth
by hair’s breadth we are led on, until our ruin Is complete.

This has been the course of all who have forsaken the
truth; many who were looked upon as pillars in the
ehurch; many whose faith had become proverbial; many
whose testimonies have astonlshed the world, and whose
teachings have been listened to with admiration and en-
thusiasm; many who have known the power of God, and
through whosaadministration miracles have been wrought,
and the sick have been healed; and even some to whom
angels have administercd have been led astray, and by
giving way {o an evil influence have forsaken the Lord
who bought them, have turned aside and been overcome.
Theretore brethren, let your confidence be in God; let your
faith center in him, being instructed through the rewvela-
tions of Jesns Christ; and let your faith be established by
tho testimony of Jesus, which is the spirif of prophecy,

THE DESERET NEWS.

thhmsmmn! Jesus Christ: amen,
A LATTER DAY HAIHT

romen CORRESPONDENCE.

e & 01?:3 m,lfm. :

ELDER D. McINTOSHI—

Dear President:—I hope that you have some good times
in your meetings, that you increase In faith, and in every
good work, and enjoy n;,uru and more of the Holy Ghost.
It you do net, I do not know who ought to, for 1 am cer-
tain that no people on this earth have such privileges and
blessing as you have, and may enjoy If you choose, And

Just let me say, as If I was right among youy brethiren, |
elders of 1srael, be faithful in the discharge of every duty |

connected with your high and holy calling, act 50 that the
Holy Ghost may be continpally in your bosoms; uphold
ure McIntesh and his brethren over you, obey and carry

« w% the counsel of Brigham, of his counselors, aud of all |

‘the authorities of Zlon; and shall earth or hell hinder
Heaven®s Ulessings from resting upen vou? No, verlly
no! Whose fault s it if Latter Day Salnts are not blessed?
Thelr own. Whose fault if their hearts an!iut full of joy
all the day long? Their own. Whose fault it in their
families they do not enjoy peace and salvation® Thelir own.
Why is the world full of misery and woe, wretcheduess
and bloodshed? Because “h!""” 18 in the hearts of the
children of this wm'ld-——aduluq, fuiﬂnﬁun, murder,
theft, lying, and Ulasphemy! relgn predominant, while
heaven’s blessings are w:llhln thelr reach, It is horrible
to think of it. Oh, how different your position. Do you
realize ity brethren? 1 hope 80w, Thanksgiving and pralse
are in my heart every day for ;hn blessing, the salvation
that I with all the Salnts of qidynjny., _
Dec. 21,

In my former letters I Informed J’M my position in
Taunton, Somersetshire. 1 Jeft there November 21st.; 1
baptized 15 persons, first-rate people; had a prospect of
doing a good work, and of being very comfortable, but
Just then I was sent to another fleld. .

About six years ago I came to Jersey, found a few Indi-
viduals sunk in darkness, and went 0 work, and by the
blessing of the Lord baptized  about200; and just when I
thought to enjoy a little comfort, off | was sent again.

{  Elder Lameraux will leave here with a company for the
YIliﬁ:r In Jluuurj- or February, 1856, )

" Please give my kindest rPgnrd# to the First Presidency,
brother Carrington, Joseph Calny and ali the boys at the
Tithing OMce. I have sent you several newspapers; have
Jyou received them? [No.]' Prl:r for ‘me, la-d!. The
Mmlahtr blm you. G.Jod bye. '

'_IF. C. BUNBML*
I-I.'.Dl“?j Dec. 2, Iﬂﬁ-l

My DeAnr FLHIL?,—I am happy to inform you that
I amcomfortably well, although I have been afflicted with
colds almost ever since I came fo this country. The cli-
mate s so damp and foggy that it is almost Impossible to
keep clear of colds and asthmatic complaints; rﬁt lam
thankful that I havo Leen able to travel and preach con-
tinually.

] am bappy to say mtma- labors m belng blesged in
this country, for many are being hapﬂ:aﬂ into the chm-nh,
and many, who on the account of plurality, left the church
when it tirst came outy are being baptized again lnto the
church; and the Sainis are increasing in faith and good
works.

1 am now comlortably clothed for the winter, and dally

though I am now getting so well acquainted in this part
that Tam almost sorry to go away from here, yet it will
all be for the best.

We have Just been baptizing elght persons In this place,
and I expect that we shall organize a branch herein a
few weeks, Some of the people here heard father preach
In Keyson Street fifteen years ago, and have been belleving
éver since, and some are still out of the church, Tell
father that I have the honor of presching in some of the
same houses, and to the same pecple that he did in com-
pany with brothers Richards and Woodruff; for, indeed, 1
feel It an honory and am trying to represent them the best
I can. 2

'Iﬂnm enjoying myself hm'jhut as well as is possible for
any man under similar circumstances, and the time secms
to bn on wings, for I can hardly see what has become of
it. mm I came here 1 have almost forgotten that Thave |
a family; yet do not be Jeaﬂntu, for 1 will think of you
when I have time; and forgive me, for I am about my
Master’s business, and I have no time to think of any
thing else.

I hope that you will pray for me, that I may do a good
worky and then be permitted to peturn again to youy for
my heart sickens at the abominations of this land, Give
me the home of the Saints. . Remember me kindly to all
friends, and especlally to father and my dear children,

Yours truly,
EDMUND ELLSWORTH.

r HOME CORRESPONDENCE.

SOUTHERN INDIAN MISSION.

Progress of the Mission; Indian merriage cere-
monies ; dam across. ﬂm Santa Clara, &e.
Fort HARMONY, March 6, 1855,
TOo TurE EDITOR OF THE NEWS:

Dear Brother:—At this time, a few detalls of our labers
on the Santa Clara, or as we call it ¢“The Tonaquint Sta-
tlonM—after t.hu Indian name, may be interesting to your
readers,

1 copy from thujnumal of Jacob Hambling president of
that station, who has Just returned hither, alter a short
bul severs fever. Bros. [Hamblin, Hardy, l.ad. Haskell,y
bhave spent the winter thege.

“0On the 1st Dec., 1851, meb Hamhlln, Thales Haskell,
and A. P. Hardy, started for the Santa Clara; we encamped
that night on the Rio Virgin, when we met some of the
Palintes out on a hunting expedition, among whom was
their chiel, Tatsorgorits, They were much pleased to sce
usy aud more 80. when we told them we had come to live
amoug them, and teach them fo build houwses and raise
grain. They returned with us to their lodges on the sec-
ond day, and the chief desired us to camp near his ledge:
we did g0, On the third day they were much alarmed,
having heard that some Utah Indlans were on thelr way
to steal their children that might. The chief asked if we
would help them to ight: I counselied with my two breth-
ren, and replied that we would I thay attempted to steal

lnﬂmwwmﬂdrﬁmmmlwlwhr

éxpecting to get an appointment in some other place;

= .

their children, or it it were necessary. I then let them

~{ have ten rounds of ammunition for each gun they had.
Sples were sent outy and every thing made ready for the

reception of these anticipated thieves. The old chief went
aside, and began to preach to the Utahs, as if they were
within hearing; he saldy, they must not come now to steal

| their children; their white brothers—the Mormons—had

come here, and would fight for them. He then came and
told me Igmight lle downy but I must not sleep too hard;
and he would wake me before the Utahs came. The night
passed, and no Utahs came. The next day we went down
the river Santa Clara eight miles, to where we purpneﬂ
building houses for them and ourselves. o

‘On the 14th December, President R. C. Allen and H.
Burgess arrlved from Fort Harmony, and on the following
day we commenced entting house logs. We chopped
them, and the Indians carried them to the site of bullding.
There I8 an abundance of cottonwood here, from 6 inches
to 3 feet in diameter. We soon had one comfortable cabin
for ourselves, and two for the Indlans.”

| ARRIVAL OF THE UTARS! .
On the 17th December, ¢“Sanpitch,” a Utah chief, bro-
ther to Walker, and some others, arrived. Their business

was to trade for chlldren. He rather ahmpﬂ;’ asked

what we wanted to do there? We told him. «He said
that Walker, the big chief, wanted we should keep away
from there, that the Snakes had been killing the Utahs at
Provo, and that the Mormons were glad,” We told him
that our chief had semt us, and we should stay untll he
told us to leave; and as for the Mormons at Provo, they
had been kind and good to the Utahs, and the Utalis in
return had been mean, threatening to shoot, &c.; and If
some of the Utahis were killed, it would teach the uﬂmu
to do better. We asked Tatsagorits, the Pahute chief,

‘whether they wished us to stay, or leave, He said that

the water and land are ‘ours, and we wish you to stay.

Bnnpltch then said, %I was blind at firat, go ahead; it’s
all right. T wanted to know if you were braves!”” T had
some good talk with Sanplitch on the work among the
Lamanites In the last days, and of the Son of God. He
sald “‘that he (Savior) was not wise enonugh, when he was
here before, to do what his Father wanted him to doj he
took him home with him, and he would become very wise,
and would come again and destroy everything that was
not good on the face of the whole earth, the musquitoes,
snakes, wolves, kc",’ He stayed elght or ten days, bought
three glrh, giving one horse and two guns for them, and
many bﬂdl The father and mother of one of them cried
much on seeing their danghter go, but they had nothing to
give her to eat, and the gun, her price, would help them
to get food. From the oldest girl, aged about 12, as she
was carrled offy T beheld the tears falling fast and silently,
and my heart was pained to think that she might become
a slave to the Mexicans,

December 24, we started for Harmony, and with Ira
Hatch T again refurted to the Tonaguint Station on the
11th January, 18566, After visiting the different encamp-
meuts, on the 17th January we were invited to

AN INDIAN WEDDING,
bnt the bride, having dreaded the ceremony, had made
her escape; and until the tZ«I.th, we were not permitted to
behold this novel spectacle, even for the first time, and
then by other partles than those named above. This
squaw, with her present husband, had come to visit her
family and friendsj but the Indian she now lived with
had stolen her from another a year before, Her former
husband came, and claimed her. The chlef said that they
must fight for her. About fitty Indians arranged them-
go.ves on the sides of the cmﬁhntantu, the contending
suitors, according to thelr feelings, and were about equally
divided, They stripped themselyes, except about the loins,
and tled their hair back. The husbands commenced the
fight, brulsing each other’s faces, and causing the blood
to flow, like the more civilized (?) duellists and prize
fighters. At length one of them fell, when one of his
friends took his place. Thus they continued till all had a
share in the melee, and most had their faces badly brulsed.,
Oaly at times did they appear angry during this brutal
ceremony. They occaslonally stopped and wiped their
faces, and rubbed and pulled their fingers. Before this
tbe sgquaw had eaten a good meal, and sat down among
the other squaws to witness, and await their feats of

bravery.
At this stage of the wedding ber part became more pro-

minent. Some one more daring than the others takes her
by the arm, and leads ber through the crowd until another
| oppenent dares to offer fizht again. This is a signal for
another fighty and thus they continued till an hour after
sundewn, having commenced shortly after noon. At one
time they tried to haul her over the river, she escaped
from them, and running towards me put out her hand
that I might help her up the bank, and because 1 stretched
forth my hand to her aid I was counted in the ceremony,
and fight was offered, but I escaped in consequence of not
knowing their rules,

Eventually thev dragged her through the water to
where were five or six lodges. The two claimants again
fought there, and one of them seized the other by the
hair. This, being considered foul play, was the signal for
a scene such as I cannot describe, They all commenced
fighting 1ike so many dogs, children and women shouting
and halloning, The bride was trampled under their feet,
and fire was thrown into the dense crowd by the women.

Atlength, having beat one another till tired, they quit.
The squaw had falnted, blood issued from her mouth, and
she seemed lifeless. Two of them haunled her back of one
of the lodges, where they again quarrelled some time:
they then tore off her buckskin shirt, fought over this till
they were tired, and one of the clalmants having got the
remainder of it bravely slept on it. This marriage, or the
successful wooer, was not deelded that night.

The néxt morning I counted 100 Tndians, who had col-
lected for the fight on a convenient place near thelr lodges,
where were two fires. They again took sides, and after
they had teased and talked sometime they made a general
rush at each other, beating one another till their faces
were again bruised and covered with blood. After a while
they again rubbed their faces and fingers, pulling the
latter, and commenced pulling the same squaw about, and
fizhting as before, which they kept up till 3 p.m. of
this day.

The day following there was to be another fight for
another squaw, eight miles farther down, I was asked to
go with them, and went. Al 9, a.m., they began as

before beating each other; at noon began dragging the |

Equaw; at 3 p.m., they dragged her to the lodges, and I
could #ee no signs of life In her.

The following day - commenced again to Aight for
the one o long con for at firsty becanse she did net
want to live with the one that had gained her. He won
her again, and she still refused. They tore her clothes
off In dragging her through the brush, and started to drag
her down the bank of the river. Then I ran between
them and ity telling them, as well as T conld, how unwisel
how unkind! T was happily disappointed at the result, for
they stopped, and carried her almost lifeless to the campy
but were somewhat mad because she would not live with
the ‘.IIIIII who hld won her.

I then went to the chiefy and tﬂd him that I wuuld not
stop with his people it they persisted in such conduct.
He replied. ¢that was the way they got their women,”
I told him there was a better way, that if an Indian
wanted a wife, and could find one that would live with
him, that he should marry them, and they should love
their women. You want I should write good to the Mop-
mon chief? Yes.,” 1 write truth to him, and it wonld
be bad to write all I have seen done here, unless you try
to stop it now.

He and his chief men counselled that night, and in the
morning he came to me and said, *‘he did not want me
to say any thing about what had been done, for ther WeTs
ashamed of it, Throw away all yon have seen, and we
shall stop such fights.” That night, Jan. 28, 1 preached
to them from the house top.

Bros. Knights and Thornton having arrived from Cedar
City with a donation of picks, spad=e, axes, &c., we com-
menced bullding a stone dam across the Santa Clara for
emigrating purposes, 80 feet long, 14 feet high, and 3 feet
thick, the Indians helping. We had suffered some little
for want of flour, &c., but a donation from the Parowaa
Saints came In good season.”

T. D. BROWN, Recorder.

P.8.—Our mission does as well as may be expected, moto
than two-thirds of our time being occupied In “bullding vp
Harmony 1” fﬂﬂiﬂlﬂﬂ;. farming, hlj that we may live.

T. D. B.

From the Boston Journalk

SIEGE OPERATIONS.

The nature of the works undertaken by a besieging
army, and the means of offence and resistance exerted in
the siege of a fortified placey are probably not as well une
derstood by the public as they would be if sieges wers
every-day affairs, The operations against Sebastopol
having drawn attention to this subject, un explanation of
some of the more important engineering operations of a
slege may not be without Interest.

In a regular slege, every part of the fortress or fortiflad
place ought, if possible, to be invested at the outset, and
the communications of the enemy cut off, so as to prevent
the ingress of supplies, which would enable the besieged
to prolong thelr resistance. Starving out of the garrison
was formerly one of the most potent means of obtaining
possession of a placey but In our day besleging armies rely
more upon the weight of their batteries and the skill and
success of their engineering operations, the cutting off of
supplies being regarded as of secondary Importance. In
the siege of Sebastopol, which now excltes so much in-
terest, the communications of the Russians are opens
ample supplies can be obtained, and the garrison relleved
at will; but the heavy fire of the allles has undoubtedly
greatly distressed the Russlans.

Having strongly posted the main body of their army in
& position where It cannot be annoyed by the guns of the
basieged fortress, the first movement of the beslegers Is to
ascertain the weakest part of the works of the enemy. A
thoroughly fortified place ought to be able to bring a gum
to bear upon every foot of ground where an enemy would
be llkely to effect a lodgment. The first object of the be-
glegers 1s to silence as many of these guns as possible and
to make a breach in the walls to admit of an assault.
Having ascertained the weakest portion of the fortrees,
the besiegers proceed to open trenches for batterles at a
distance of from flve to nine hundred paces from the walls
of the fortress. These trenches are usually three feet deep
and from nine to twelve feet wide, and generally run
parallel with the outlines of the fortress. Ilence they are
called parallels. They are dug in the night time by the
tiploneers,® who are liable to be interrupted by sorties and
are guarded by a detachment of troops. The plone:rs
carry with themn to the place of their labors, besides thelr
gpades and picks, a large number of fascines or gablens.
The former are bundles of fagots, and the latter are wioker
baskets which are filled with earth, and which serve in
some degree to protect the sappers from any random shols
of the enemy, as well as for a foundation for their breast-
works. These fascines and gablons are placed on the side
of the trench towards the enemy, and the earth is heaped
over them, thus are formed breastworks to shelter the
gunners from the fire of the ensmy. 'ﬁ‘o these trenches
the heavy guns are transported, embrasures belng mads
through the breastworks after the guns are muunhd and
ready for service.

Having established the first parallel, and perhape si-
lenced some of the guns of the fortress, the beslegers
procead to apen a second and a third parallel, each nearer
to the fortregs than the other, thus gradually encircling
the place as in the folds of a huge anaconda, causing W
to be

“Girdled with a waist of fron,
And hemmed about with grim destruction.”?

The parallels are connected by ditches. By means of
these works the Lesiegers are in a great measure protected
from the fire of the besieged place; and unl:ss their works
are interrupted by sallles, and their guns captured and
spiked, they can Inflict a serious injury on the foriress
without being greatly exposed to the enemy’s fire. It ja

sald that this mode of approaching a fortress was firss

made use of in 1673, at the siege of Maestricht. Cannon
were first used In a siege at Cressy in 1346, and at Calais
in 1347. The largest cannon then known in Europe was
used by the Turks at the siege of Candia in 1667,

Having brought these parallels as near to the besleged
place as prudence will admit, an attempt is made to effect
a breach In the walls through which to make an assault.
Here it may be remarked, that the batteries of the begie-
gers are of three kinds, breaching batteries, ricochet batter-
les, and mortar batteries, The first are brought to bear
directly upou the walls, which the gunners endeavor to
batter down by point blank shots. Some of these batteries
are erected en escharpe, or at an angle with the main bat-
teries, in order to batter down the breach obliquely. The
guns of some are adapted to firing red-hot shot, which set
fire to anything inflammable upon which they lodge. The



