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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

DEADLY CRONSINGS,

There ia little merit In the sagnolty
which jocks the stahle door after the
borse: 18 stolen, or in adopting good
rerolutions ovly sfter meripus 1f pot

fatal injury har bean doce Lo the cauee
or c¢nnselence which neeled them.
Yot the NEWSB lukee tardy occCasion
to cal] attentiop to the death traps ex-
ieting on severn] etreets of this oliy
croesed by rallwaye in resching differ-
ant parts of tbeir yurde, aod ouly re-
grels that the warnin-r should have
been deferred until another horror had
come Lo shook the leelings of the com-
munity.

That in the fatality referred Lo, the
rallway employes « Xercized sli reason-
ahle care, and that the verdict mmy
be, “purely scclienial and withour
blume,”” Joes but emphasize the
proporition thal where such sn acol-
dent can poseibly occur without blame
to the parties concerned, some plan of
prevention radically betler than sny-
thing now in use must he immediately
employed, Buch a verdiot -wiil simply
focresee public alarm, and render im-
perative a compliaoce with ‘Lhe public
demand for hetler protectlon. W here
commeon negligence can be held ac-
counlkahle for an socldent and
Thore who are guilty of it
can be punished, the condition
of public eafety Iin Dot nearly
ro much imperilied as where prople
are malmed and mangled without
anyhody’s being to blame. Without
reflectiog In any way, therefore, upon
the wen who were haodiing the cars
which killed Mr. Burtonr at the oross-
iug last nighi—for from all accounts
they were oeglecting ne precaution
nor no part of thelr stipulated duty
when the aocident ocourred—we ex-
press bere and now the dem nd that
these crosslngs benceforth be guarded
or enclosed insuch a way as Lo make
a recurreoce of that bhorror impoesible.

It bas bewn due no less to the speed
and inteliigence of occupants of vehi-
¢les than to the extreme caution of the
railway employes that the lst of
deathe at ¢rosrings I8 80 small. Both
the great roads in this city are dally
carrylng n risk apnd responsibilliy, of
which the muniocipal fathers should
Ipsiet oo relieving them. Both hase
L0 cross busy and impuartant streets in
thelr yard switching, at some of which
during certaln houire they have flag-
men and =t othbers nol. The two main
approaches to this city from the vii-
lages and the growing country tu the
west of us are North Temple and
Third Bouth streets, cn each ! which
a2 bridge spans the J.rdan., Thess
Lwo streets in the peighborhcod of the
rallway depots are tairly monopolized
by a pel*work of tracks, and engines
apd cars are orossing aod recrossiog
them every few minuter, There two
imporiant arterles of the city’s com-
mercial 1ife should he the fret to re-
ceive ootice and protection, Notonly
abiould there be flavrmen cunstantly op
daty, but there should uilao he gates
completely shutting in tbe tracks when
switohjoy ls in progress or & tralo is
approaching, and then ppeedily reopen-~
jng to permit ordinary traffio to go on

ss usual, The twn nextsireets to re-
celve pimilar protlection should be
South Templeand Becond Bouth; then
prohably East Tempi- at Elghtb South,
and =o on untll every possible safe-
guurd hae been provided. We jusisl
that po lime be lost in attending to
thie matter. 1f the railways feel as
they shouid de, they will he glad to do
their part st once; il they are al all
riduetar t abont it, the City Ccuneil
wilj not escape ceneure §f 1t fails to
bring proper persussion *o bear upon
ithem without another week?s delsy,

ANCIENT SYRIAC DBIBLE.

Qcoarionally, scnolars are  exoited
over Lhe discovery of some aopclent
mabuscript of unusus} Intereat. Par-
ticulaely ip this the care when some

BibiHeal record is found, which sup-
posedly antedates any of the existing
maruseripte, hecause in the ever
ragine contest with ratlionslism, or-
thodox theolngy fears the result of the
bhrioging to ilzbt of + ew readings that
poeseibly may disturb doCtrinal founde-
tlo.#, should their genuineness be
eetablished. Bince the begloning of
thia yesar rumots have heen ahroay of
the discovery in a roonsstery on
Mouot Sioa!, of » parchinent coulain.
ing the Goepelain the Syriac language,
aud the opluien is now eXpres-ed that
the text i# probahly identicsl with the
origioal onpe, of whioh, it is pupposed,
our four Guapels nro oply a Lranslation.

A p acgoount of the dircovery of the
preciour manuscript s given in the
New York World, Twu English
lndies, Mrs, Liewis and Mre. @Gihson,
ronolved to viait the historieal AMount
Binai, Auter au eventiul jourvey they
arrived at the mouastery of Bl
Catherine, where Tischendorf¥ io
1859 fuund his valushle codex. It
is well known that this monestery
is B treasure house of early lierature,
and Mrs, Lewis, who bai armed ber-
solf with a camera and lettera of 10-
troduction from the Greek archhishop,
ohtained p+rmlssion to take piotures of
the anclent writings there preserved.

Concerning the bhhrary in the monas-
tery and the work o! coupying manu-
scripts by means of the kodak, Mra,
Lewis says:

We worked for seven bours in the
library, beginning at 9a.m. The manu-
woripts were vory much scattered, some
Greek oDes belog in the show l’ibrary
and Lhe Arabic partly there and partly in
a Jittle room haifway up a dark stair,

The Syriac ones and those subposed 1o
be the most aucienl are partly in thie
little room abd parily in a dark eloset
approached Lthroucgh a room almost as
dark. There they repose D two closed
boxes and cannot be seen withour a
lighted candle.

Galekteon gave us every facility for
photographing. He apent hours holding
books open for us, or decipherin;: pages
of the Septuagint. The fact that the
Eoglish shouid be so anxious for a coi-
recl version of the sacred wriltlngs as o
have sheets of paper printed on purpose
for ucholars to collate them with all the
ox.ant manDunscripts fAlled the monke
with a profouud respect.

We had photographed 110 pages of the

Syriac Codex, hook 16,4he sgme in which

= —

Mr. Rendel Harrie found the Apology of
Aristides. We had also taken the whole
of a Syriac palimpsest ol 3558 pages, into
which no eyes but our own bad ior cen-
turies looked. Its leaves werc mostly all
zlued together, and the least force used to
separale them made them crumble.
Some balf-dozen of them we held over
the steam of a kettle.

The writing beneath is red, parily Syr-
tac and partly Greek. The upper wrlt-
Ing of this palimpsest bears its own dale,
A D.698. It is all the lives of women
sainte. The under writing muat bhe somo
centuries earlier. It is Syriac Gospsls,
and something In Greek, not vet dect-
phered. A Pulestinian Aramsic MS., of
which we pbotograpbed lour pages, is
the second example ot its kind known to
exist—ihat in the Vaticao library having
been hitherto considered unique.

BSome time after the ladies® relurn to
Epgilapu, some ol the photograghs
were inspected by Mr. Burktit, and he
pronounced them to be n copy of the
Cureton Syriaec, Learned scholars ut
once hecame futerested, and a recond
party was formed to go to Mount Binai,
and through the good uitices of tha eg-
clesiagtical suthorities, they were epa-
Dled to copy the premigus doocumeot.

Rev. Camden N. Coherr, of Ann
Arvor, Mics,, epeekiug of the manu-
script, says no one cao tell exactly
when it wos written. it Is varloueiy
estlmated Irom 350 to 500 A, I}. But
tl:¢ nge of tne manuwscript doea nol
gettle the age of the text.

A Byriac veraion of the Uospels dig
not exiat jater than the middie ol the
woond century, apd probably much
aarkier, and the very greatest Greek
and Byriag schoiare are agreed thal
our MBS, is eitber thit primitive
3yriae (Gospel with some alight modifi-
cations or else it fs a child, a legltimate
auoccessor Of thut earliest anu soost fm-
portant version, which even 1f it could
not he tracsd bhack any [urther that 150
A, D.,, would yet dnle within tifty
years of the death ol Jobn, i. ., as
noar to Lhe crucifixioo as we are to
George Washingtoo and the revoiu-
tionAry war,

Further than this, the protessor
contioues, long befors the Gospels
were written, the Guepel wag spoken;
that was the metnod of teaghing 1n
tliose dsys, aod there cannot be 8
shaduw of doulit that the burden of
the tirst teachers of Christianity—the
Glospe! which they preached hefore
the Gospel was writlen—was the s0-
caunts of the Acte and & ords of Jesus.

He concludes that 1t this Binai
manuscript is Dol the earliest version
of the New Testament, it s at least &
dercendant of il, aod 18 valuable be-
cause it s written in Lhe very land
and in the very launguage in whlch our
Lord aod the Apostles talked,

From the acoounts 80 tar puhlished
it does not appear perfectiy clear why
the dircovery of this manuscript in
Byrisc ebould cause soy more stik than
it it sad been in Greek and equally
suclent. Beveral Byriac versionw sre
aireaty known 16 sacholare. The
Peshito is euppused to bave besn made
by translators eent by the Apostie
Jude and Abgarue, king of Edessa, to
Palestine, This contaioe all the oa-
ponical) hooka of the Oid Testament,
aad al) of th» New, except 2 Pel.; 2
anif 3 Juhn} Judeanuy the Revelalion.
The teat diflers ffom all the chiet fam-
ilies of manuwscripts snd hoth traditioo
and internal evideoce golw prove that
It helonges to the firet century, Lo
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