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ACCUSATIONS —-THEIR CHARACTER
IN CHRIST'S DAY AND IN THESE
DAYS,

“We found this fellow perverting the
nation, and fnrhiddjng to ﬁlva tribute to
Ceogar, saying that be self is C a
king,”’ **He stirreth up the people, g
throughout all Jewry, beginning from
Galilee to this place.”

SvcH were the sccusations brought
against Jesus by the Scribes and Phari-
sees when they took him before Pilate,
In the above accusation there is not
one word about the religions doctrines
that Jesus taught, though from ‘the
account of His trial given us by the
Evangelists, there can be no doubt but
that the principles of the everlasting
gospel, the glad message of salvation
that he bore, was the true cause of their
hatred to hbimself and his disciples.
Yet, if we may believe the words of
these self righteous teachers of Israel,
the offences of Jesus were entirely of
a political nature: He was seditious,
His teachings were treasonable, He
stirred up the people, He defrauded the
internal revenue department by for-
bidding to give tribute to Cmsar, He
attempted to establish an independ-
ent monarchy within the limits of the
Roman em}i{im, h?r declaring himself
“‘Christ, a King;"” and from Dan to
Eeerahe’ba, from Galilee to Jerusalem,
throughout the length and breadth of
all Jewry, He journeyed, filling the
minds of the peeple with His seditious
fgachings and treasonzble idess. The
worthy scribes and their co-laborers
who were so zealous in defense of
(Cewesar and his tribute, would no doubt
have repelled with scorn the imputa-
tion, that they were gett!n% up a re-
ligious persecution against Jesus and
his associates; and would loudly assert
that their loyalty to the great man
empire, and their love for its institu-
tions were the all important causes of
their hostility to His teachings and
practices, and the outraged feelings of
the thousamds of Judah and Galilee
which could not be ignored nor
passed by, were their only incen-
tives to action. Aceordingly,Jesus was
tried and condemned for his supposed
political erimes, and over his head was
nailed, as he hung on the cross, the
inscription ‘‘Jesus of Nazareth, the
King of the Jews."” J
To-day, the same Gospel of Jesus is
taught, the same spirit of persecution
follows, and the same sublerfuge is had
recourse to, Itis not to your religion
we object, cry the opponents of the
Priesthood, not to your faith, nor your
zeal, nor good works, but our enmity
has arisen and is ever and anon in-
¢reased by yonkopposition to the laws
and institution#fof our glorious land of
freedom. You may talk of religious
persecutions, but itis absurd; you may
refer to your history, but it is vanity;
the genius of the nineteenth century is
opposed to all persecutions for cons-
cience’ sake,and in this cherished home
of liberty, beneath the broad folds of
the Constitution,it can have never been,
is not now, nor in the nature of things
can be, that a people are called to suffor
exile, expatriation and death, for the
cause of religion. Then wherein have
we offended? As did Jesus and those
who obeyed His words nearly two hun-
dred years ago. If was treason then,
and it is treason now to maintain the
right of Jehovah to rule in the world
he has so wondrously organized and so
marvelously sustains. *“‘This is the
head and front’’ of our offending, This
is the quintessence of our crime. Jesus
was charged with sedition and treason.
How often has the same been charged
against the Latter-day Saints. He was
d with defrauding Cewesar of his
tribute, we know how falsely. How
often has the like false charge been
thrown in the face of the people of Utah,
He was accused of striving to establish
an independent monarehy in the midst
of the Roman Empire; how often have
we been charged with striving to build
up a separate government in the centre
ng the United States, of disobeying its
laws, and dishonoring its officers. The
historical el is so apparent that
even the Herods, Pilates and Judases
of tt]t;-dsjr must fain acknowledge the
tm & :
The record of all the persecutions suf-
fered by the Saints in these days, de-
monstrates, beyond all cavil,that it was
the organization of the Church, with
its Apostles and inspired priesthood, its
claims to direet communication with
the heavens, its hﬁ:{haﬂng of the people
together,ete.,w were the true causes
of the hatred and opposition of those
who persecuted the people of God. In
the early days of the history of the
Chureb, her enemies did not urge the
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openly avowed that their op
arose from the religious :
Joseph and his followers. It has re-
mained for those who now fight agalnst
the truth, to make the discovery, that
the troubles of the Church in New
York, Ohio, Missouri and Illinois arose |
from our nfp sition to the execution of
the laws of the land. But some excuse,
palatable to the pride of the le,has
been required to ease their consciences,
and nothing could possibly go down so
well, in these times of po{itiﬂal excite-
ment, as charging the Saints with dis-
loyalty, sedition and kindred sins.
From time to time the Prophet Jo-
seph and his brethren were charged
almost every crime, fromy petty larceny
to treason, that it was possible for the
malice of their enemies to invent or for
men to commit. Yet their record is
clear., Again and again did the courts
declare them not guilty, when, if they
had had the slightest shadow of & chance,
they would have been only too pleased
to conviet themr. And sueh has gone
on until to-day,with every action of the
Saints demonstrating their fidelity to
the Constitution of their country and
their love for its institutions, and the
ery has been raised of disloyalty and

ition

flimsy tical offences
against the Latter-day BSaints; thlrr.,b}'

of

with | g

summonses being pl in the hands
~of Constable Baum for their arrest. Then,
these gentlemen discovered that they could
not disturb a publiec meeting with impu-
gig lndtht:mywara mdd v kﬁiﬂ
tors, and nowise |

in "El:;{lmg'm greenbacks for the
purpose of staying proceedings.”

tierJl!n.:l:ltat.lzmaar paper,in allading to the mat-

r, S8ays:

“If those men did not like his remarks,
(which were not in the least out of place)
ngr his doctrine, they had no business to
be present.”

It them quotes from the law in refer-
ence to disturbing meetings, and says
that it will be vigorously en forced.
For the sake of old Chester we are
iad to hear of the prompt getion which
has been taken in this instance., The
law-abiding citizens "are determined,
apparently, to crush cut the tendency
to mobocracy which has manifested it-
gself there; and they have taken the
only proper and sensible course which
they could take under the circumstan-
ces. Mobs, cannons, guns, pistols,
swords and other violent arguments
and measures have failed to prevent the
gpread of truth and the increase of its
adherents thus far in this age; and they
who think they will succeed any better
in'the future have failed to profit by the

treazon. -

It i8 true that the spiritand genius of
the nineteenth eentury, is vastly lib-
eral to all except the Holy Priesthood.
But the spirit and genius of every age,
from the beginning until now, has been
opposed to the work of God, and itis
none the less so to-day. That spirit of
opposition to God and truth, that reiges
in the hearts of the disobedient, is
stronger than the passing sentiment of
ayiy age, our own notexcepted, and the
enmity between truth and error, right
and wrong, vice and virtue, light and
darkness, will remain, until the work
of Jehovah is accomplished and all His
enemies are bound. Until then weshall
expect to suffer persecution, no matter
to what cause our enemies may =assign
it; we Enow full well that it is but the

essons of historv,

It is worthy of remark that the man
who was most noisy agthe meeting re
ferred to above, in his ®alls about ‘‘po-
lygamy,”! was, if we may credit the
report in the papers, a person whose own
life was so notoriously impure, as to call
forth the retort ffom those in the audi-
ence that ‘“‘men who live in glass houses
should never throw stones.” Whenever
a man is very denunciatory of patriarch-
al marriage, and indulges in loud-
mouthed comments upon its heinous-
ness, it is a sign that he, himself, is
corrupt—a sign which time and expe-
rience demonstrate to be thoroughly
reliable. He needs watching.

-~

evidences of the never cea=ing hatred
of those who love darkness because
their deeds are evil, to those who bring
the light to bear on their sins and ex-
pose their corruptions to the eyes of all
the world,
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.PREA({HING IN CHESTER COUNIY
PENNSYLVANIA.

From letters which reached this city
2 short time since, we learned that
Bishep E. F. SBheets and Elder Byron
Groo had been disturbed in holding.a
meeting inPheenixville,Chester Connty,
Pennsylvania, which had been appeint-
ed at the request of friends and relatives
of the Bishop's who resided in that
rown. We were somewhat surprised at
tbe news, for Chester County has an
established charaeter among our elders
and people for good order, toleration
and alove of fair-play —our elders al ways
baving epjoyed there the liberty of
speech and action which every Ameri-
can citizen, who does not transeendt he
gﬂuuda of law, has guaranteed to him
tl{is broad land. Many of our best citi-
zens hail from Chester County, Pennsyl-
vania, and they naturally take econsid-
erable interest in the news from that
quarter, -

Fromthe papers published in Phoenix-
ville we get an account of the disturb-
ance. The crowd, according to the pa-
pers, was a vast one; and Bigshop Sheets
was making an excegedingly interesting
address when he was interrupted. Af-
ter appealing to the disturbers to keep
quiet without atail, he declared the
meeting adjourned, The following ex-
tract is from an article in one of the
local papers on the subject of the dis-

turbance:
“Theevents just narrated transpired so
pected

uickly, and were so entirely X

at the law-abiding portion of those pre-
sent had not time to collect their thoughts
before the whole affair was a matter of the
past; but when the excitement had passed
away, and, on the following day,the matter
being calmly talked over,it was diseovered
that this was a premeditated attempt, ar-
ranged boforehand, to break up a publie
meeting; and when it was er consid-
ered that those men, therein engaged, were
not of the scum of society, but men of posi-
tion—would-be leaders of our people, men
of years and of wives, of children and even

of grand

la creme of our eommuuity, people, were
astonished; but one expression of out-
ety A
n W . .
Elght be arrested and ptininhedl;nﬁ:ﬁ
use there was any sympathy with
‘Mormonism, but the character of our town
forgood order had been seriously afféets
by men who should have been the consery-

ators of her honor. -i

the Copstitution in every part of

-children—in fact the very eremede |

aod the [ L

Covvespondence,

HoLDEN, Dec., 25, 1869,

Editor Deseret News:—Dear Biri—i
thonght that perhaps it would not be al-
together uninteresting to your numer-
ous readers to hear a few items from
Holden, orasit is more commonly term-
ed, Cedar Springs, or Battermilk Fort,
A few years ago it was thought advisa-
ble to make a ranche here, as there was
not water sufficient to justify the forma-
tion of a settlement; but through the
blessings of the Almighty the water
has increased and with the discovery of
other facilities ,we now have a settle-
ment of upwards of forty families and
room and accommodation for more. We
haveupwardsof ninety seholars, which
are of the proper age to go toschool and
we have a good school-house but at pre-
gsent no teacher, and as we are very de-
girous of having a school in a live con-
dition, one or two teachers would do
well to come here: they could get a
small farm and a city lot and bave steady
employment, If any of your readers
being competent to teach, should desire
to change their location, they would do
well to apply immediately.

We have good water, plenty of wood

andy and one of the Sinest grazing die-
tricts in the Territory, and every facility
calculated to make a good home desira-
ble.. We are not troubled with any
apostates or regenerators from outside
civilization, but are all trying to do
about as near right as we can.

Weare a little behind in our t-
ative store, but are going to start one
right away. o

Vehavea Sunday School which
is well attended, and have the promise
of hnvinE a Female Relief Society or-
ganized hereshortly, *

The health of the people is generally
excellent, there having been but five
deaths here within the last four years,
all of which were under three years of
age,

Yours respectfully,
M. R. TEEPLES.
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GOOD NIGHT TO 1569,

By Eriza R, SxOW.

Good night, old year—on Time’s swift train you
EO
To aw_ell t!:m mighty velume of the past,
While bidding you good night, I takethe hint
That your whole length is added to my years,
And age is moving onward in your wake.

Is age unwelcome? Never, when it comes
Enriched with stores of Godlike wisdom, yet
I fain would dodge its imbecilities,

Years in their passage bear me to the grave.
The grave? No: In the grave, the mortal part
The part which clothes my spirit now, shall rest;
But my own real self will still exist »

In life and being in a brighter sphere,
And triumph o'er the fatal grasp of death.

Then, while my tabernacle moulders in

The grave, and while decomposition’s true
A:tlistiu proeess shall eradicate
The veolatile, gross elements, as earth. i

Fire, water, and whatever particles

Belong unto the vegetable and

The min’ral kingdoms, and when dizengaged,

Each to its own, shall fully be restored;

The germ, the pure eternal pertion, that

Which is invisible to mortal eyes,

Yet now combined with gross material,

Is part and portion of the human form—

The incorruptible, enduring part,

Which, at the great archasgel’s trumpet call,

Will reawaken in its perfeet form, :

Enrob'd in glorious immortality;

This will in mother Earth’s kind bosom sleep.
Not one iota--not one particle

Of this chaste germ will be tr ansfer’d or lost,

Or through transmission pass {9 other forms,

But will remain the same, when all allog<<
All earthly substances have been dissolved
In the cold chemie erucible of deaths

And this is what the resurrection’s power
Re-animates and calls forth from the tomb;
When with the spirit it shall reunite,
"Twill be a perfeet, glorious being~free
From the whole catalogue of human ills
That blood inherits, and will then portray
A type of manhood of the finest mould,
And fitted toassdeiate with the Gods,

Nature, in all her laws is sternly juat,
*Tis true, che loans on trust, but, in due time,
Exacts full payment. On this principle,
Our bodies lave incorporated from
The earth, of what pertains to it, to hold,
By foree of natural, eternal laws—
Laws of attraction and aflinity,
Onur spirits here: or else, they would return
Instinetivel ¥ to their.primeval home,
Without fulfilling the grand purpose which
Th’Almighty Father had dezigned for man.

To every law, both kuman and divine,
Rewards and punishments have been affix’d.
God has reveal'd to us & law whereby
We may eome forth and hail the motning of
The earliest resurrection, and by which
We may attain unto the richest, best
Of every gift, the gift of Endless Lives—
Tolive where man will honor wedded life,
In household form, and propagate his kind—
United here by the great sealing power
By which the holy marriage tie on earth,
Is recognized and legal in the heavens,

And through obedience to every low
Which God reveals, men become kings and priests,
And women queens and priestesszes, to reign,
Aund to-officiate in holy things,

Y ears come and go, a= doors on hinges turn, -
With little seeming consequence to thoze
Who know not God—that He is speaking—that
His priesthood with its powers, is on the earth—
That/knowledge of the future is reveal’d,
And the true path fo lead man up to God.

To such, 'the heavens are closed —the BDible

sealed;

And they reject the truthful moniteor,
The holy Spirit, thebright telescope
Which points the vision to eternity,
And shows, with never failing certainty,
The present and the past: that aceurate
Eleetrie wire--the telegraphie line
Communiecating *twixt the earth and heaven,
Revealing life and immortalite:
Yes, life and immortality! What words
Of sacred import to the human heart!
An import that ontweighs the greatest weight
Of this world’s greatness—fills the soul of man
With joy that’s inexpressible, and nerves
His arms with more than mortal energy—
Fans in hiz breast a beam of heavenly light
That reaches upward to the throne of God---
Makes him impervions to wrong, and steels
His will as flint to do what duty bids,
E’en tho" vile falsehood’s very dregs are pour'd

From Pluto's nether caldron’s hissing mouth,
Good night, old year—you’re going—go in peace
On Time’'s grand register, file your report;
You’'ll not misrepresent us. All we ask
Of Time—of Press—of tongue and pen is Tevra,
Balt Lake City, Dec. 31st, 1869,
-

Ox New Year's Day thé Post Dﬁc_a“ﬂl
be open for the delivery of letters from 8
a. m, to 9 a. m,, and from 4.30 p. m, to 5.30

. m, The outside doors will be closed

om 11 a. m, to 4.30 p. m.

Jxo. M, Moorg, P, M,




