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THE IDAHO TEST CASE

fiall report of the procproceedingseddings

THE TESTIMONY AD THE DIC ISTOk

continued frontfrom page

0S4 J basserrbassett
being duly sworn foror the intervener

testifiesflea as follows I1

Q you live here in town A YeYesseirsir
Q have you ever been a mormon

A yesfee sirair
Q have you ever been through

what hasbas been called the endowment
hoyehouse A I1 have

Q and understand the mormon sys-
tem as practiced and taught A yes
sir to some extent I1

Q what are accepted as their doc-
trinal books what books A the
book of mormon the doctrine and
covenants and the bible

Q have you ever within the lastlait
few years beard the subject of plural
marriage discussed publicly by the
teachers of the mormon church A
no sir I1 have not been inside of a
church torfor that time

Q have you discussed itA in private
A yesdessirsir

Q with what parties A with
nibley and bishop redfordbedford at beaver
canon and have talked with taylor
the apostle about stit

Q when did you have a talk with
bidley about it and what were hisbis

0 sentisentimentsmetas in regard to it A the
discusdiscussionpion I1 hadbad with him was about
three years ago and hisbis opinion was
the same as that of all the others that
it was a divine revelation and a ivinedivine
command for a man to enter into thatcommandsystem of marriage on this earth and
that it was the only true thing 1I
asked him how longions he thought they
could stand the pressure and if hebe did
not think a great many otof the people
would follow the example of bishop
sharp of salt lake city who liedhad a
snortshort time before that promised to0o
obey the law and be said they would
not and there would be some who
would fall uyby the way and give up but
that the almighty would carry them
through 0 fQ did hebe siysay anything abentabout their
abandoning the teaching or the
tive of that doctrine A no sir he
said they would go on and the perse-
cutionc would go on and finallyanally the
triumph would be torfor the church

Q did he say anything else 4A he
said they would have to build new
penitentiariesaries undand fill them up but
that the church would finally triumph

Q how long since you talked with
redfordbedford about it A it was some
five or six weeks ago

Q was the substance of that
discussion A he came over to reg-
ister at the office and hebe took up an
electors oath a blank oath and ex-
amined it and I1 said to him well
bishop are you going to come out

objected to as immaterial overruled
and exception taken

Q state what redford said in your
presence about this matter A I1
asked him when he hadbad read the oath

well bishop are you going to reg-
ister and he said 1I will not reg-
ister because I1 belong to an institution
that does practice polygamy I1 asked
him to come out andana leave this insti-
tution he said no and had his name
tint nn th hat

Q what institution was that thatteat he
baa referred to or did you understand
what it stasas arayA my understanding
was that hebe meant the mormon
church

Q did you understand that from
anything he said A it was from my
knowing that he belonged to it and that
hebe was a bishop or a presiding elder
as they call them up there

Q this was five or six weeks ago
A yes sir

Q you stated you talked with apos-
tle taylor A yes sirair

Q when was that A it will be
three weeks tomorrow

Q where was it A it was onOB the
train between oxford and pocatello

Q what was the substance of that
conversation A it came up through
a discussion of the test oath the mat-
ter of talking with him came up first
through my arresting him 1I had ar-
rested him three years ago and finally
it drifted around to the test oath I1
asked himbim itif the mormonscormons were going
to vote and hebe said he could bofnot give
me much information about it and
said we have left that entirely in the
hands of budge to manage it I1 butbat I1
presume they nave made a test case by
this time they have arrested a
man in malad valley by the
name of larsen to test the case I1 be-
lieve I1 understand hebe has taken the
oath and has been arrested on account
of it or for perjury I1 I1 and I1 said will
you people go and take the oath and
take chances on being arrested I1
said now mr taylor ddo you sup-
pose abat if a latter day slutsaint is what
you call ga good member of the church
he can take that oath or will take it
he said no not a conscientious one
and unless they get that law repealed
our people as a people cannot vote

Q was there anything said about
their abandoning this practice A I1
asked himbim if there was any truth in the
report that they were about to aban-
don it that since george Q cannon
has gives himself up it has created the
I1impressionin thata they would abandon
I1itt I1 and liehe said they would do no such
tthinghing I1 said it was the imimpressionpresSon
tabath atitit was to be done at the coming
conference

Q has that conference passed now
A yes sir

Q have you ever attended the semi-
annual conferences of the mormon
church A yes sirair

44j in years past A yes sirair

Q how often have you attended it
A I1 used to attend them twice a
year uup to the time I1 left the church

I10 examine section 48 of theabe book
of doctrine and covenants and tell us
whetheror not that 1la accepted hv the
mormon church thai on page V7 is
that accepted as a doctrine and reve-
lation for the government of the
church A yes sir

the whole book of doctrine and
COvcovenantseDautO was here offered in evi-
dence received

Q you may staticstate what the family
relations of your father were whether
hebe who a poly gamist or not A yes
sirair hebe was a polygamist

Q you say polpolygamy was taught to
the members iof theke church while youyon
were a member A yes sirair it was
taught openly in all the meetings

Q hadad any system 0of rewards been
tautaughtht or punishments for its observ-
anceaid or observancenonobservancenonnob A there
was a system of rewards for its ob-
servance

Q what was that reward A it
wad taught that no one could get the
full bliss of reward in heaven unless hebe
entered into that relation of plural
marriage audand observed that doctrine

Q have you heard the doctrine of
celestial marriage taught A yes
sirair I1

Q have you heardbeard that repudiated
by members of thetae charcachurca A I1 dont
know that I1 have the talk I1 had with
taylor was toin relation to celestial and
plural marriage

Q do you know the formforin of permits
that are given in order to go through
the endowment house to go through
this marriage relation A they are
generally issued by the bishop of therardward and are not directed to anybody
and tbtheyy lreare taken to the temple

Q mthavewe you got one of them A
no sir

Q did you havhave one when youyon went
tthroughh hugh the endowment house A
no sirair I1 went through under the
gaiguidancedance of daniel H wells did not
get avy permission

Q have you eve seen them A no
sirair

motion to strike out all testimony in
regard to permits struck out

Q were there aany1ny temporal offers
of offices sadaad so on promised to those
who would enter this relation of polypolyg-
amy

g-
amy or plural or celestial marriages
A I1 dont know that any promisedcromlie
were made to the people to induce
them to enter into polygamy as re-
gards officesoffice but theythe were all given
to the I1 inowknow and after
they were deprived of the right to hold
office by the edmunds bill their sons
got baem

cross examination by rawlinsliau lins
Q you mean cosayto say that they al-

ways got the offices A yes sirair
about nine outont of ten they diddid

Q do vou mean to stick to that pro-
position A yes sir that is about
right

Q you really mean nine out of tenaten
A yesyea sirair

Q how long has that been the case
A ever since the edmunds oath that
they got the offices torfor their sons

Q did your father ever have any
office A no sir he did not want
any

Q he was a polygamist A yes

Q are there nine out of ten of the
cauna officers whowt are poly amista
A I1 believe they are all of ittem

Q do you testify to your belief or
knowledge A I1 testifybestif to my belief

Q do you know thittaftt you cannot
testify to your belielbelief A you asked
me my belief at least I1 understood it
so I1 dont know that they are

Q having r ference to your knowl-
edge do you mean to say that nine out
of ten of thetherburchurchch officers are poleg
amista A ves sir or they were at
the time this edmunds bill was passed

Q have you any knowledge that
hairat or parkinson are polygamists
A no sir

Q they are presidents of stakes
what proportion of these men do you
know to be in polygamy A the whole
obchurcharch officers

Q I1 mean the highest officerspers and
offices A yes sirair it tois anam accepted
theory that they are

Q I1 understand you first to say that
all theche officers were polygamists then
yoyouU said nine out orof ten now state
with reference to your knowledge and
not your belief A I1 was talking
about the political offices in the coun-
ties

Q I1 mean the churchchurda offices A I1
dout know anything about that ka i

Q you understand there is no0 low1

in the church depriving a man or
rather debarring aamanman from holding
office in the church because he isa

polygamist A yes sir
alaQ I1a reference to political offices

youabu mean to say nine out of ten are
polygamists A I1 dont know any-
thing about that

Q do you mean to say that within
ththe last ten years one halt or one thirdthethe political offices were held by poly
amista A I1 mean to say that par-
kinson here is the only church officer
1 know jhb is not a polygamist

Q youyon do not wish to deny his tes-
timony givah here A I1 did not hear
his testimony

Q you dont know much about it
really A I1 know more about it than
I1 want to

Q how long have you lived in idaho
A about eleven years

Q oneida countycouety hadbad torfor a long
ttimein a majority of mormon voters A
yes sirairYZQ they hadbad the control atre mor
mons did A yes sirair

Q during that time when they had a
majolly can you name a single
aalst who was an officer A yes asiri

Q who was it A W F Fifisherbisiersier
ththe assessor dadand collector

Q how do you know it A it was
common repute

Q can you name any otherether person
who was a polygamist A yes sir

Q who sol hale
Q what office diodid hebe have A rehe

waswaa a county commissioner
Q Is there anybody else A yes

sir bishop williams was another liehe
was a county commissioner too

Q was there anybody else A
bishop stewart was underander sheriff of
the chanty

Q how tonelong did hebe hold that office
A f dont know it is an appointive
obice

Q do youyou know or remember howbow
many offices there were in the county
A I1 think there are 1318

Q in your talk with redfordbedford in rela-
tion to registering thatthai was inia regard
to taking the oath A yes sir

Q did hebe say that hebe was teaching
persons to commit polygamymy or biga-
my A no sir be simplyreply said hebe
could not take the oath

Q didbid hebe say that the mormon
church was preaching that doctrine
A he said 1I11 believe in it as belonging
to such an association

Q he is a presidingiding elder and not a
bishop A I1 understood he was a
presiding elder and we call him bish-
op up there

Q you were a candidate for an office
at one time A yes sir

Q for what office A for mememberaber
of i itiehe legislature

Q you were a candidate torfor that
office before the republican conven-
tion A yes sir

Q the convent Wn of the anti mor
monmen party A I1 was elected on the
democratic ticket

Q I1 mean in these last three weeks
artare you a candidate for any office
were you named for an office A yes
sir

Q for what office A forfor the of
ticflan of sheriffsheriff

Q in ahat party A in the anti
dormor party

Q youyoli are such candidate now A
Yye sirair

Q did you have that in mind during
the bastlast three or four weeks A yes
sir

Q and did when you talked withtylortaylor A no sir I1 dont think
that I1 hadbad raymy mind made up at all
then

Q did you when you talked with
redfordbedford A no sir

Q you did not A when I1 talked
wab redfordbedford and also at the time I1
talked with apostle taylor the prim-
aries bad not taken place

Q do you think your election would
depend upon the tact that the mor
mons would vote or not to your
judgment A I1 dont know about
that

Q do you think it they voted it
would aaffectact your election A I1
dont know that it would or would
not

Q have you any idea that it would
as a candidate of the autisutian ti mormon
party in this county A I1 dont think
the mormonscormons would vote for me

T J ABANDON

being duly sworn testifies as follows
for the intervener

Q where do you reside AAI1 live
at rexburgRex burg

Q are there many mormonscormons up
there A yesyea si 6 quite a few

Q what stake tois thatchat A it is the
bannock stake I1 belibelieveeye

Q what ward do you live in A I1
do not live in town I1 live outside of
the city

Q do youyon know who is the bishop
of the ward where you live A thos
E ricks is reported to be president of
that flake

Q do you know who the locallecal ward
bishop Is A I1 could not say as to
that

Q have you ever been a member of
the mormon church A 1awillwill have
to explain that I1 was born in the
church but never was a6 member I1
was baptized when I1 was bigat years
old t

Q you were raised in a mormon
family A yes sir

Q how long since youou attended anany
of heir churches or publicpublic meetings
A list april I1 think was the last time

Q and did you attend frequently
before that time during your life A
yes sir

Q have you ever beard the 4doctrine
of plural marriage and celecelestial mar-
riage

or
discussed in meetings autand in

public IIplacesaces A I1 have heard it
preached not discussed particularly

Q you have heardbeard it preached andabad
talicen by the people A yesyea sir

objected to as a leading question
overruled

Q in the preaching you have heard
in the mormon church upon that sub-
ject has it beeneen inia favor of or against

A it was in favor of
polygamy

Q what is your first recollection
aboatabout having heard this matter
preached about how long ago A
As far back as I1 can recollect

Q how long egoago would that be A
well I1 may say about ten years P

Q you have beard it preached about
ten years ago A yes sirair

Q and howbow recently have you heardbeard
ltit preached A I1 could not say as to
that because I1 have not attended
church since last april

Q which was the last time A it
was test april I1 hink

Q you heard it preached then
H yes sir

Q what wasl said about it then was
theohp teaching in favor of or against
ppolygamy0 ygamy A it was inia favous of it
aandn d not against it

Q can you repeat the substance of

what was said on that occasion A
N it I1 supposeaigQ JV the substance of it A
the e preaching about the perse
cutcuticautionsions they were receiving at the
handsouROT the gentiles and advised the
brethren and sisters not to get weak
in the faith and that they would not
give uptip plural and celestial barriagee

Q was there anything said aboutabou
the ultimate triumph deachinteachingg
A they said if they were tried audand
convicted they would go to the peni

arvrv
Q you did not understand me

what was said about the ultimate tri
of that cause if anything at all

was said upon that subject A I1 did
not make any definite statement of
what was said

Q was there any difference be-
tween what you heard last april and
the teachings you heard ten years ago

objection because the witness has
not yet stated what he heard ten years
ago overruled and exceptions taken

A no sir there was no difference as
near as I1 could remember

Q where did youtou hear this preach-
ing A it was ISL miles north of salt
lake city

Q have you heardbeard this matter
talked about by mormonscormons privately
duringdaring the last year A notkot by mor
mons particularly but I1 have heard
mormonscormons and outsiders discuss the
subject

Q Wwhathat mormonscormons have you beard
spspeak I1aboutlbout it in particular if you r-ik re-
member any A I1 bad a conversation
with alva nicholsNicbols

Q what position does he occupy
A he is an elder in the church I1
think

Q where does he live A in bing-
ham county

Q when was it that you had a con-
versation with himbin A it was about
two months ago a41

Q what wasas the purport of that
conversation A I1 think it came up
in relation to this test oath he said
he could not take this catli and that tiebe
could not register because he had
reachedpreached sermons on polygamy with-
inflaa year aldaid was a polygamist himself

Q he could not take the oath him
sekiseft because he hadbad taught it within a
year A yes sir

Q have yoyou heard any conversation
arnad any with any other person in
regard to itait A no sir not in this
part of the country

grosscross exam by rawlinsKazolins
Q Is alva nichols a young or an old

man A he is a young man
Q do you know whether he is an

elder of the fvmormon church or not
A he is reputed to be daeone and lie is a
member of the mormon church and
claims to be one

Q where does he live A he lives
inUIks urton ward as it is called

Q where is thatthai A it is in rex
burg precinct

Q does he hold any position in the
i church A he is a teacher I1 believe

Q do you know that A only what
I1 have heard dv say

Q everybody A yes sir every
body it is generally known be is a
teacher

Q where did you have this conver-
sationbatt n with him A at my place

Q does he visit A yes tir
Q how often does he visit you A

we are
not particularly on the visit when liehe
is out there in that country after cat-
tle he generally comes to naymy house

Q how often does he stop there A
he has been there some five or six
times during the last three months

Q which of these times was it you
balbad this conversationconver A I1 think it
was during haying time

Q you are a brothw in law of dye
A yesfes sir

Q how far does he live from you
A about twelve miles

Q you and dye and nichols are
gulquaele friendly with one another A
yes we are usually

Q and visit one another quite often
A sometimes

Q he makes it a point and comes to
visit a lewfew times every five or six
months A he comes in whenever he
comes in riding torfor stock

Q how often does hebe visit dye A
I1 dont know that he evevererdoesdoes

Q have youyon bean looking up ovi-
de

evi-
de

evi-
dencede ae on these questions affecting the
members of the mormon church A
yes sirair

Q have you ever made it a point to
get into conversation with them and
bring them out 0on the subject anoA no
sirair it is none of my business what-
ever

Q did nichols advise you to go into
polygamypolygamy A no sir

Q DIdid he say to you that you oughtht
to practice Wt A no sir

Q was hebe advocating the mormon
doctrine at all to you A not to me
particularly he was talkingtalking about it

Q was hebe proclaiming hisis faith to
houiyou A he said hebe believed in the
doctrines of the mormon church

Q to what extent A he did not
maie any objections to any of them

Q was he talking friendly to you
upun the subject A yes sir

Q did he intimate to you that he
believed about the same as you hadbad be-
lieved about the doctrines of the mor-
mon church that hebe was right and
that the mormon church was right
A ha thought the church was right
and that I1 was wrong

Q how old is he A I1 should
junge hebe was about 35 years old

Q did you ever hear him preach in
A yes sir

Q when A ever since I1 was sinenine
years old

Q where gavenave you him
reach A I1 have heard him ardigeam
lam city utah

Q have you heard him preach since
tthenhe A no sir

Q AallI1 I1 that you know particularly is
tthehe friendly talk yoa had A it is all
I1 know particularly

Q how ionlong have you beenenbeen in ida
ho A 1 tave been here three yearsyeam
last sirn

Q have youi ou been out of idaho any
pot tiou of that time A I1 have beau
out onceoace or twice

Q were you5 ou out the first time
A last summer a year ago this

summer or spring rather
Q when were you out again A I1

waswaa out again this last spring
Q howflow long were you out I1 was

ou- a month
Q where were you during that time

A in salt lake city
Q what time did you go what

I1ITdonthanth A it was iuin the litterlatter part ol01of
Dcomber I1 think

Q YouYouA werevere out about a month A
Y sir

Q what time did you return to ida-
ho A I1 dont know exactly

Q think abou A I1 think it was
in april L

Q you went out in asembermcemberlcember andl
camecaine back in april and were gene
about a triomonthnth A I1 left in the latter
part otof deacdecemberanber and came back in the
first partpars of april

Q why do you say you were out
about a month A I1 dont want to be
positive about it

Q do you have any douht that you
were out more than a month A I1 am
not positive

Q where did you go A I1 went to
I1 went to see my folksfolka

Q did you remain there au winter
A yes

I1 sir
Q how did you go on the train

or by team A I1 went on the
train

Q what is your business A I1 amiam
a Y anc tier

Q you remained down there all win
tei tillthi the latter plitpait otof april A

ir
Q youlou are certain of thiothat A yes

sir
Q did yon attend servicessei vices at church

tb reare A yes sirsrJ aheu AA some time in april
Q at what place A at the ward

mmr house
Q in what lowrj A centrevilleCen treville
Q who was and preached

ddo0 you recorecoiledelect A Ttherehere waswaa a man
by the name of N J porterJPorter J W
woolley and george 0 chase and
others

Q did they all preach A I1 think
so

Q do you recollect about it A I1
dout recollect positively whether akey
dirtdid or not

Q did you attend services more
than once A yes sir

Q how many times A twice I1
thi rik

Q who preached the second cimeitime
A I1 dont remember now who did
preach

Q what did porter say A liehe said
they would never give up plural or ce-
lestial marriage

Q Is that all hebe saidsaia A no sir
Q what else did be say A I1 could

notnor preach you anyacy sermons
Q can youyoa give anything else he

saidsad what was his language as near
as you can recollect he did not simply
get up and say they would not give up
polygamy and sit again A
no sir he said they ought to do
their duty and be prepared domeetto meet
their reward winchwhich was to be given
hereafter f

Q did he say itif they did not do their
duty they would not be able tote meet
their rewardsreward yes sir

Q what reward was that A the
reward offered them

Q what reward did he speak oiof
A I1 araam not good enough mormon togowknow any such meameaningsdings oror such thinthings
as those

Q it does not require a mormon to
what he beard I1 marittowant to

know what you heard A he was
telling the difference between celestial
and plural marriages

Q what did be say was the distinc-
tion A I1 dont rfrt member it

Q give us your idea he was point
ine out the difference between the
two tell us what was said A I1 dont
think I1 could do it

Q can you give us the substance of
what uehe said about it A sono
sir

Q he said there was a difference
A yesyea sir

Q you cannot give the differencedifferene
A no sir and I1 cannot give it
either

Q you dont know the difference
Is that the reason you cannot give it
A yes sir

Q you cannot testify because you
do not know the difference and do
not rememberember what he said about it
A I1 cannot testify as to the language
h d
stisek I1 am asking you as to the sub-
stancece of what liehe said aulland not what
you know A I1 dont remember
what he said he went on to explain
the glory they would attain if they
would enter into this relation of plural
marriage

Q he said they would have a high
glory or something to that effect A
yes sir

Q then there was a dist abion be-
tween the celestial law and antal mar-
riage or polygamy A that is not the
way I1 understood it

Q Is that what he assaidid in substance
A dont think it is

Q ilehe was making a distinction be-
tween celestial and plural marriage
and it was necessary to obey the law
to attain the hihighestgest salvation what
did he say abouAFhe other matter if
you recollect aai dont recollect
liebe was making a distinction between


