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WELLS

BY krsmrsirsirbIBS MX JZ
we comecomes brother wells to embrace theethees
to honor thy name la thetho land

while thy enemies seek to disgrace thee
thy honor in zion shall stand

we comecoma in the strength of cur ggoryory
in the pride of our freedom and might

our lips shall repeat thetle glad story
and battle for truth and ithehe right

we come in our gladneaa I0 o greetgroet thee
the champion ot libertys pausecause

in honor and triumph well meet thee
while true to thy god and hibhis lawsjaws

we comocome with our love and good wishes
with songs and rejoicingcinkclog we come

with the rush and the adairoar 0of the engine
and the sound of the trumpet

we come with thetho bannersbanners fottos9 zion
to float their fair striped on the breeze

with a band ottrueof true heartsbeauts tdtot rely ons

and what can bobe dearer than these

and when lain the days mhdthapthat aroore aming
thy name shall bebb honored aadand alfblessediseff

thyromethy home tiledfilled with hearts teusfus and lov
ing

I1

who know theetheo and cherish thee heetboet

when time shailshall re echo the story
and history record the deeddeeds

posterity crown thee with gloryglom
and hearts swoll with pride as they read

lctlibLAlit thotha poet with laurels entwine thee
and gather his bays for thy browbrows

their honors can never enshrine theo
more dear to our bosoms than now
provo may 0 1879
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REPORTED BY GEO F GIBBSGIBES

in the chapter of lanttlAattmatthewhew
our savior uses a figure iuid speaking
to his disciples illustrating the
signs of the times in which we
live

now learn a parable of the fig
true when his branch is yet tender
and forth leaves yoye know
that summer is nigh so likewise
ye when ye hallhali seeseoed allfill these
things know that it iaIs nearheareveneven
at tlethe doors verily I1 say unto you
thisthia generation shall not pass till
all thesatheba things be fulfilled

the rendering of this chap-
ter of matthew la18 somewhat imper-
fect inlu king james translation
thetho events connected with the de-
structionst of Jerusa lemand the dia
lierslon of the jews seem to be
intermingled with the events that
were to precede and accompany
the second advent of the savior in
the new translation orof thisthia chapter
by the prophet joseph smith
which may be found in the pearl
of great price the difference iais
made very plain and the figure of
the fig treetrea and the second coming
of the son of blanman and the genera-
tion refereferredried to therein is made ap-
plicable not to the period of the de-
structionst of jerusalem but to the
time of thothe second coming of the
Sonoson of manfAlau and the new transla-
tion reads jnin speaking of the put-
ting forth of the nigfig ireetree and the
signs that should precede the comcorn
I1ingrig of the son of man verily I1say unto you this generation in
which these things shall be chewn
forth shall not passavay till all I1have told shall be fulfilled from
the reading of the new and correct
rendering it will be seen that in-
stead of the I1thingshinge spoken of being
fulfilled in the generation in which
the prophecy was madede which isjo
thothe inference the application is
transferred at once from the gener-
ation in which the was
speaking torto the generation who
should witness the fanst of the
times therein set forth

it laIs now moremote than 51
years since the platesplatea from whichca
meahe book ofofAmormon was translated
were committed by the angel
moroni to the hands of joseph
smith wha was crafted up to bobe a
prophet seer talt ni revelrevelatorator to the
nineteenth century and to lay the
foundation of this church and
kingdom upon the earth and
since that sacred record which con-
tains the falness of the everlasting
gospel was first revrovrevealeddaled joto him in
the hill cumorahJumorah nearly 56 yesrayeara
have away it is 49 years
since the organization of the church
was effected in conformity with the

laws of god and in accordance
with the laws of new york that Is
tobayto baysay the rule established by the
lawslawa of newkew york governing the
organization of religious bodies
and to comply with the statutes
and to givagive it tangible form the
ath day otot april waswaa selected by
revelation as the day on which
this church should be organized
the questionguestionquestguestlonion Is asked by some
NVaveroekeeie there only six believers who
had received the testimony of thetho
prophet and been baptized for the
remission of their Binssins on that daj
ianswerI answer there were many more
why then was the number six
madekoto figure in the organization
I1 answer in this respect the samebame
as49 under the statutes of utah co-
operative associations must havehave at
least bixsix to uniteteinin the formation

budhsuchouch association before it
but any number

not lesslesies than six might unite and
organize themselves into a religious
association to enjoy the rightsnightsr andaanfn d
privileges of the law as such relroljft

bodies thisthia number was se-
lected howeverhpwever from among
the believers on this occasionocca
ti0 conform to the requisitions
of the statutes this isriis thethereforereford
the anniversary of thathe day 0on
which the organization took place
eror commenced rather to develop
itself and from that time as thothe
body of the church increased thethipriesthood in its various branches
has developed itself into the arganorgan-
ization as as we now behold it in
the earth there was no twelve
apostles at that date the matermaterialiii
from which vodrawto draw them had not

there were nna
seventy elders the material from
which to make them was not yetyot
on hand therethero were no high coun-
cils no Bi hops cburtscourts nor quo
rums of high priests elders
priests teachers or deacons there
Wwaswag no classification of the organ

of the asus there is
todayto day neither was there any
organization of the stakes of zion
fornor there waswaswaa no material of
which to make them it was in-
deed but the shooting out of the
earth as it wemewerewere of the plant like
the hiubiumustard seed which is a smallpatplant at firsofirs having but a single
stalk and as it rises and receives
strength and bendssends downdo wn its roots
and spreads forth itsita branches
from one branch another grows out
and shoots forth and so from day
to day and from month to month
and from year to year did the lord
reveal throughough the prophet joseph
smith line upon line precept upon
precept here a little and therethele a
little revrevealingeang to the people the
order of the priesthood and the
order of zion and her government
her institutions and thetho classifica-
tion of the priesthood under the
two great heads the Melchisedek
and the or lavialeal priest-
hood with their various sub divi
aiona and quorumsqu it was not till
the year 18351635 in thetha month of
february that the quorum of
the twelve apostles and the
quorums of the seventies were
organized in this church these
were drawn principally from those
tried I1 men who composed zionszionas
camp there was a revelation given
in this lamesame yyealear i showing nowhow ahigh council should bebd organized
in kirtlandkirtland andarid shortly after an-
other was organized in missouri
and it also defined the laws gov-
erning the high council and stake
organizations at first when the
church was organized on the athday of april trietilethe general duties of
the eldersalders J Vriesprieststs teteachersacheral and
deacons werewera dennedbenned in that reve-
lation given inid that day known as
the articlesarticlesandand covencovenantstints of the
church elder seemed to be a gen-
eric name embracing all the bran-
ches of the meichesMelches idecidee priesthood
from theelder proper to the apostle
namely the elders high priests
after the order of melUel

including high counselors sevenbeven
tiestic s apostles and firtfirst presidency

aisoalso corresponds with the lan-guage
an

of the apostle peter in his
exhortation contained in hislils first
general epistle the eiderselders
who are among you I1 ex-
hort who am alsoaiso ailan elderstill he was an apostle andana
was ranked aaas the chief apostle in
his day holding the keysheys andpresidency to bind on theeartathe earth and
loosejoose iuin heaven but he ranked
himself among the elderseidersE iders for thiathisterm seemed to be a general ap-
pellation for all classes of the mel
chiehi edeo priesthood in da similarmanner also the term priest was
used among the jews under theoperation of the law of moses and
subsequently in the christian
churell for those who officiated in
the lepeerlepper or priest

hood and term included the
presiding priest or bishop who was
called under the jewish dispensa-
tion the chief or high but
there were lesser organizations or
divisionssubdivisionssub under the term
priest levite Nethe nimgnims etc

there is one feature through fill
the orgiaorganizationsizactions of the church of
ehriChrichristanachriststandand allali thethis administrations
of the people of god and that ieIs
llly1116nomanman this honor unto
filmahimself

i

ditolf but he that is call edof god
I1 as was aaron this declaration
of the apostle paul is borne out by
history both ancient and mod-
ern and the bamesame writer says in
another place speaking of those
who are callednailed to preach the gospel
and of the faith thalisthat la begotten in
the hearts of the people through
bearing the word of god faith
cometh by hearinghealing hearing
by the word of god but
in the new translation hatbat
passagenasenage reads faithfilth comes bybeaearing ttheh word of gogodd another
scripture reads how shall theythem
believe inbi him of whom they have
not heard and how bhailshall they hear
without a and how shall
thythey prpreacheach except they be benlbent
thuthe idea X wish to convey is this
that all the various offices assigned
to the servants of god in his
church andaudKingdom areassigned to
them not in and of themselves and
of their own choice brator at their own
instance but at thothe instance of the
holy spirit manifesting itself
through those who are appointed
overomer them in the lordllord as aaron
was called to priesthoodthe receiv-
ing his appointment by the manmaumanimaui
festation of the will of god through
mosesmosea his brother there is ano-
ther principle in connection with
this laid down in thotha revelations
of god namely that all things
hailhalishallhall be done by common consentI1

and theoforetherfoiefore where therothere is a regu
larlisrl iteitodbranch of the church
ordination s to the priesthood shall
not be made without a vote of ap-
proval of said church jacow this
must in the spirit 19id
which it was given to apply not
particularlypart culariyanlyanaudandd to ayery
individual whothomaymayway be admitted
into a quorum ofor priest teachers
or much as to those who
may be called to preside over the
people in the capacity of a presid-
ing elder a bishop or a bishopbishops78

counselor and also priests teach-
ers and deacons whose labors and
duties may be required in that par-
ticular branch of the church min-
isteringlster Dg for the people in that par-
ticular branch of the church they
must be sustained by the votes and
prayer andgand confidence of the peo-
ple as well as by the ampolappointment
ot those who are over them in the
lord and for thetho famecame reason
those who officiate in the more ex-
tended spheres huch aaas presidents
of stakes high councilorscouncillorsCounci lors and all
stake authoritiesB are put before
the people in their several stakes
in conference assembled for their
approval their confidence andabd bupeup
port otherwise their appointment
has not the same force and effect
upon the people in likelilke manner
those who may be kelecselectedted by the
working of the holy spirit through
the proper authorities to preside
over quorumsqu are nominated for
this calling and areate submitted to
the membersfor their sanction and
confidence and then come methe
general authorities who gresdo
over and minister in the affairs ofot

earth these
general quorum aleaie nounol local kro
not limited to any particular stake
0or quoquorum their bubusinessiness laIs teto see
that the gospel isiti preached to the
whole world to impart counsel by
the spibpi revelation a
the bfof their apostleship and
calling as special witnesses and
messengers to theworld ofmankind
these are the first presidency
and thothe twelve apostles and the
seventies whose calling and duty
laIs to labor under the direction of
the twelve and bear the gospel to
all nations and to regulate the af-
fairs of the church in all the world
thesethebe gendral authorities are there-
fore brought before the general con

assembled for their ampro
val and for them to uphold and
sustain by their faith and prayers
and in like manner are they pre-
sented at the several stake confer-
ences so hs toW reach the masses of
the people to insure the confidence
andancl prayers of the whole people
for whom they minister and whose
eyes are upon thethemanfn who are critt
alsing their teachings their walkvalk
and conversation before god andund
man for god proposes to deal with
his church aaas a whole and as83 a
whole to hold them responsible to
work the works of righteousness

to defend the famfaith of the

everlasting gospel committed
to them and to purify and
sanctifysanctity the whole church
and see that evil put away from
our midst whether it be in the
family circle or private walks of
lifbor in its high officialsalsais and those
who minister in public capacities
in like manner he requires of them
to see that allail our
municipalities aieaxe in a wholesome
condition and are administered
with integrity and uprightne i be
fore god and the people and as
mouthpieces of the almightyY ardalidand

ias watchmen upon the walls of
zion god requires of uaus fiasni s seserr
vanta the apostlesApoatlee the elduroEJ thetoe
presidents of stakes and thebinhthe bish-
ops everywhere not ony totd marilminis-
ter in their several callings jn a
church capacity butaut also to in-
struct offmeersofficers of every kind
ed with municipal affairs of life
that they paamay be found faithful in
magnifying the lalaw andd discharg-
ing the trusttru tj gberdserf la them in
secular affairs as well is
cal for kcivil organizations and
powers of elveicivil gogovernmentvernmen k- arek- ardlardlare
also appoldappointedted anda ordained 0
heaven for the welfare qt mankind
for the of allali flesh Aaudand0
those ohichichildrenfilien of men wwho may not
accept the doctrines 0 ghristchrist aandana
the priesthood ita
counsels and decisions inill tiiethe secu-
larjar affairs of ilfelife yyetyelpt ifit they are dis-
posed to obeyotey good wholeswholesomeorno
rules 0off society in their civil

i capal
city as mohmch they are enentitledtitied
to protection and it is mormore
especially forfoi the benefit of I1thithis
class of mankind that civil roverngovern
mentmeni isJs ahmenen
and recognizedrecognized in heaven it was
with this vew thabthat paul in11 hij
epistle to the ancient saints tod
them that they should respect and
honor the civil law andllaila goygovgovernoreia
in their places and judges and effir
cers in their condition
duty itisit is to preserve order and
maintain peace and protaprotectact the
rightsgh and of hlfkifallalf
alikeiI1ike religious or Jr
ous believer or ununbelieverbelievers
sainter sinnerbinner forlor religion with
all ita accompaniments and every-
thing pertaining tolt fittisilis ila matter of
consclenca between manmatt and hlahis
akermakerff and foror wethe exercise 0
which he is held alone
to his god and unto his co religion i

ests who place themselves under
its guidance and control but thelthet
civil power extends its protectionprotections
to all alike one of0 the great evilseirlis
that has afflicted rnmankind has bebeenen
the bigotry otof bellgreligious14us priests and
the blind superstition ofdt religious
zealouszealotszealots who seem to have lost
sightbight of this principle16 the govern-
ment of our heavenlynix father over
bisAIs children that in his efforts to
exalt bis childchildrenrerireil he has
never resorted to force or at-
tempted in any wleewise to coerce the
human mind the light of truth
like the glorious lighttight 1

of the stinitinsun
shines unobstructed treefreefee to all
and all arearb at liberty tuto draw a
veil over their faefacfaceafacesA itif they choochloaeie
orsorbor shutut themselves up in a dungeon
and lockoutout the rays odtheof the sun
or they may walk out in the
sunsuusunlightlikhtlight open their win-
dows and letleee ibit into their
dwdwellingsellinge sosd is the free light of
heaven imparted to all the sons of
men the lord has reserved to
himbimhimselfeif however the right to call
into judgment all hlahia children for
the manner in which make
upuseuee6 of tilethe opportunities and privi-
leges afforded them this is the
condemnationnation saysbays the savior

that light is comecove intointo the world
and men love dardarknesskneeskness rather than
light because their deeds are
evilbyll so many people walk in
darkness at noonday when the
light of heaven shines in its glory
effulgenceand they are Uad
ed in darkdarknessnesse when the
light comes to the righteous
they will hailhall it gladly and though
it may bobe at first in the distance
they will mark it aaas they wouldwould the
dawn of the morning
shining in a dark placealace and they
will give diligent heed to it aaas it

they enter into its
effulgenceellulgence and glory such is the
experience otof the mattermaiter day
saintesaints such is the experience of
those who love the light rather
than darkness and who are waiting
for the salvation of israel they re-
ceived the testimony of jesus when
it was first sounded in their ears
hundreds and thousands in differ-
ent parts of the world have witness
ed the dawn of this light have
heardbeard the sound thereof in the distdisi
canoe have gone in search of it
havohave captured the first ray that
penetratednitratednetrated their minds and follow-
edpeit itt until it has led them finally to
ithotheh possession of eternal life these

are they whose deeds are gootgoolthough they may have erred bhmany things because of
doctrine and the traditionot j

of men and the fog tug
becloudedcloudedbe their minds and 01hi

minds of their fathers yet eize
the truth made lisita way to them

hearts they embraced it gladlys
they have loved followed n

still while lonion ibethe other hibihalt
those who loyelove darkness ratie
than light because theirthein deeds aai

evileally are nighttightfightingln against tifertue ila
and wIlLwiilshun it when it approach
es like the thief at the
the officer of the jawlaw ilniand concecooee
hihimselfms

i
eloelt in darkness bp89 with ebon

love evil who have alandarabandaca
i themselves totd wickedness tibvibii
have gigivenven themselves up to hyoshyps
cresy and to tiietile lust of the flesherb
and who sellheil themselvesvvstvs to meihumhuuhim
my otof all righteousness to vtwd
wickedness torlor zainstan deake
reigns in their hearts and they in

come the children
hatingbating the 11lllightght becausea the
deeds are evil truth needs ja
constraint it exercises its
and domidominionaionalon over the chiba
of men by virtue of its jltx
lence itsils beaubeautiestiesliea its attract 0U
itsita good ilihll

flow from froits observance thet e akim

and happiness that attend 14it tiotho

fruit of truthth lindand
delicious abiva allnil other fruit
strength and power of jehovah tofin

witwilbatherathe good and virtuous bl isi
his children his power aniami lbbli

lovea ie mado mauimahifestlest through liilit
truth order auitand peace abreh
fruits bt jhb li ya and regulation
thitthat he prescribes and which reto

commend themselves ioto the lafel
genfgent or thoughtful children of meimen

andadd the results thereof are ballbali
peace union fellowship anifanil joetWeyeneven the penal tid thaul aruare hafsa

ed to the lawslawa ontoftofheaveneaven
in the gospel of the son of gw00 at
not instruments of vedvenreaugean
wrath and indignation with aaj
aoto the littertitter destruction of thetimtienthen omen but rather the

mentsmenta of restraint upon
evil deedsdeeda of0 theteho wwicked andandt
godlygooly to deter themaikem fromirom
ment upon the righteous in thettheil

evil course of helfheit defratac
tion even thetre
threatened in the
q p an tilothosese whwho0 co n tiD ue I1in their
unbelief and is but

the natural fruit of their un bellelbeliet
and neglect of the blessings thit
were held out and designeddesisned to be

upon them the bametame
may be said of the indolentindIddmientplent addand the
Alohloslothfulthrill odtheof iho children of jm

4 menen in

almaUm point bfb view ivind
ththeb saysbays to bbishisIs peoplepeople herbhere is iA

beautiful earth I1 have formed forlor

youvou andaud be are fheibehe clementieleeie menti
kitainwithin soar reachfeath the t

streams of water which flawflow purest
thuthe breezes of heavenshe fleehub coall
here are the animals I1 place them
under your controlscontrol and here are

the trees bearing fruit andtand tlethebe

grain and vegetables contalacontain ls
seed in themthemselvesselva go forth doiinoircoir
and occupy the land cultivate i-mprove embellbb ornament rdnilmil

gratify your eye sourjour tastedtaste bidand

satisfy your wants eat drink of
bobe merry plow thetile groundmounil ca
thetho beed and I1 will send YAaw
rainsrans to water the earth and nisnidharkbark
fruitful to reward your toitol idi
thibthia covenant I1 make with you

BOso as you see mycay bow initt
the heavens beedseed timetimo aadand barvelarve4
shallshail never falifail you butbutbat pi baj1 11

the sloth I1 will not doltdoytdo it I1I1
to go andanadlaylay me ddawnown under the
shade of the trees in thethi hope that
some kind soulsoui will bring me a li-
ttle water to quench my thirst adilanil

then bring me somebome truitfruitt and pdtput

itinit intotomymy mouth and then mgg
my jaws or ilayliayI1 lay me down Wan
die our father saye thenThendiU
like a foolfoo the penalty lais voutyour

own and the eternal mandate of

heaven shall not be revokedrevoke to i-
ndulge your ldidlenesslenes 4 11 and thitin
same may be said of all thosathese wha
disbelieve in christ and who reject
the words of life when heyheybey araree pr-
oclaimed in their ears without
money and without price and lhthe

ordinances of heaven made free 0t

all those who disbelieve they
perish and what is the co-
ndemnationdemnation they bring upon
themselves the condemnation of

the sloth he perishes in his idle

nees they in their ignorance kniindss
their utter disregard of the beani
of grace losing allail the
things that others enjoy who putpi i

forth their hands and partake of abet
tree of life andaud when 18

i

and go hence they will wake up isJD

the spirit world finding themthen
aselveselvey as darkclark as they were in DO

natural world he who Is nilfilfilthytty
thenthea willwui boto filthy atillandllandliand he afla

a


