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BY MRS. M. J. TANKER.

We come, Brother Wells, to embracs thee, | 6th day of April was selected by

Te honor thy name in the land;
While thy enemies seek to disgrace thee,
Thy hooor in Zion shall stand.

We come in the strength of eur giory,

In the pride of our freedom and might;
Our lipsshall repeat the glad story,

And battle for truth And 1he right.

We come in our gladness 10 greet thee,
The champion of liberty’s tause,

In honor and triumph we'll meet thee,
While true to thy God and His laws.

We come with our love and good wishes,
With songs and rejoicing we come,

With the rush and the roar of the engine,
And the sound of the trumpet and drum.

We come with the banners of Zion,
To float their fair striped on the breeze,
With a band of true hearts to rely on,
And what can bo dearer than these.

And when in the days that are coming
Thy name ghall be honored and blessed,
Thy home filled with hearts, trus and lov-

ing,
Who know thee and cherlsh thee best,

When time shall re-echo the story,
And history record the deed,
Posterity crown thee with glory,
And hearts swell with pride as they read.

L2t the poet with laurels entwine thee,
And gather his bays for thy brow,

Thelr honors can never enshrine thee
More dear to our besoms than now.

Pl‘ﬂ?ﬂ'j Hﬂr 6, 1879.
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In the 24th chapter of Matthew
our Savior uses a figure in speaking
to his disciples, illustrating the
fiigua of the times in which we

ve,

““Now learn a parable of the fig
tree; when his branch is yet tender,
and putteth forth leaves, ye know
that summer is nigh; so likewise
ye, when ye shall see all these
things, Know that it is near, even
at tLe doors, verily I say unto you
this generation shall not pass, till
all thes: things be fulfilled.”

The rendering of this 24th chap-
ter of Matthew is somewhat imper-
fect in King James’ translation;
Lthe events connected with the de-
struction of Jerusalem and the dis-
persion of the Jews seem to be
intermingled with the events that
were to precede and accom
the second advent of the Savi

the new translation of this chapter [the Tweive

by the Prophet Joseph BSmith,

which may be found in the Peari|

of Great Price, the difference is
made very plain, and the figure of
the fig tree and the second coming
of the Son of Man and the genera-
tion refer:ed to therein is made ap-
plicable, not to the period of the de-
struction of Jerusalem, but to the
time of the gecond coming of the
Son of Man. And the new transia-
tion reads, in speaking of the put-
ting forth of the fig-tree and the
signs that should precede the com-
ing of Lthe SBon of man, “Verily, I
say unto you, this generation, in
which these things shall be shewn
forth, shall not pass away till all I
have teld shall be falfilled.”” From
the reading of the new and correct
rendering, it will be seen that, in-
stead of the things spoken of being
fulfilled in the generation in which
the prophecy was made—which is
the inference—the application is
transferred at once from the gener-
ation in which the Bavier was
speaking to the generation who
should witnees the signs of the
times therein sel forth.

It is now more than 51
years since the plates from which
vhe Book of Mormon was translated
were committed by the angel
Moroni, to the hands of Joseph
Smith, whe was raiced up to be a
prophet, seer ¢nd revelator to the
nineteenth century, and to lay the
foundation of this Church and
Kingdom upon the earth, And
since that sacred reccrd which con-
tains the fulness of the everlasting

pel was first revealed (to him in
the Hill Cumorah, nearly 56 yesr:
have fpassed away; it is 49 years
since the organization of the Church

|

|strength and sends, down its roots

and fo comply with the statutes
and to give it tangible form. The

revelation as the day on which |

|

sub-divisions under the term of
Priest, Levite, Nethenims, etc.

~ There is one feature through il

the organizations of the Church of

Christ and a!1 the administrations
The question is asked by some, |of the people of God, and that is:
Were there only six believers who | N0 man taketh this honor unto
had received the testimony of the | himself, but he that is calledjof God,
Prophet and been baptized for the |88 was Aaron.” This declaration
remission of their gins on that day? | of the A postie Paul is borne out by
[ answer, there were many more |history ,bcth ancient and mod-
Why, then, was the number six|ern. And the same writer says in
made to figure in the organijzation? | another place, speaking of those
[ answer in this respect: the same | Who are called to preach the gospel
as under the statutes of Utah co- ﬂﬂd'uf'thﬂ faith that is begotten in
operative associations must have at [the hearts of the people through
least gix to unite in the formation | bearing the word of God: ‘‘Faith
of ‘any such association before it|comelh by . hearing,  hearing
can incorporate, Butany numbérlby the word of God.” -But
not less than six might unite and |in the new trapslation Lhat
organize themselvesinto a réligious | paseage reads: “Faith comes by
association to enjoy the rights and | bearing the word of God. Another |
privileges of the law as such reli- | Scripture reads: “How shall  thej
gious bodies. This number was ge- | believe in him of whom they have
lected, however, from among|not heard? and how shall they hear
the - believers on this oceasion | without a reacher? and how shall
t> conform to the requicitions|they preach except they be eeunl?”’
of the statutes, This is, therefore, | The idea I wish to convey is this:
the anniversary of the day on|That all the various offices assigned
which the organization took place, [t0 the servanis of God in his
er commenced rather to develop | Church andKingdom areassigned to
itself. And from that time, as the | them not in and of themselves and
body of the Church increased, the |of their own choice, or at their own
Priesthood in its various branches | instance, but at the instance of the
has develeped itsslf into the organ- | Holy = Spirit manifesting itself
ization as as we now behold it in |through those who are appointed
the earth. There was no twelve|over them in the Lord, as Aaron
Apostles at that date; the material | was called to thepriesthoed, receiv-
from which to draw them had not [ipg his appointment by the mani-
been gathered. There were no |festation of the will of God through
seventy Eiders; the material from | Moses his brother. There is ano-
which to make thdm was not yet | ther principle in connection with
on hand.There were no High Coun- | thie, 1aid down in the revelations
cils, no Bishops’ courts, nor quo-|0f God, namely, that all thiongs
rums of High Priests, Elders, |8hall be done by common consent.
Priesls, Teachers or Deacons. There | And therfore, where there is a regu-
was no classification of the organi- | larlyorganized branch of the church,
zation of the Priesthood as there is ] orcdinations to the priesthood shall
to-day. Neither was there any |Dot be made without a vote of ap-

organization of the Btakes of Zion, | proval of said church. Now this
for there was no material of | must be understood in the spirit in
which to make them, If was in.|which it° was given, to apply not
deed but the shooting out of the|particularly and specially to every
earth, as it were, of the plant, like [individual who_may be admitted
the mustard seed, which is a small |into a quorum of Priests, Teachers
plant at first, baving but a single | or Deacons,so much as to those who

stalk; and as it rises and receives |may be called to preside over the
people in the capacity of a Presid-

ing Elder,a Bishop or a Bishop’s
Counselor, and also Priests, Teach-
ers and Deacong, whose labors and
duties may be required in that par-
ticular branch of the e¢hureh, min-
istering for the people in that par-
ticular branch of the church, they
must be sustained Ly the votes and
prayers and confidence of the peo-

and spreads forth its branches,
from one branch another grows out
and shoots ferth. And so from day
to day, and from month to month,
and from year to year did the Lord
reveal through the Prophet Joseph
Smith line upon line, precept upon
precept, here a little and there a
little, revealing to the people the

F

ple, as well as by the appointment
f those who are over them in the
ord.

order of the priesthood sand the
order of Zion and her government,
ber institutions and the ulmiﬂm-J
tion of the priesthood under the [those who ofliciate in the more ex-
two great heads—the Melchisedek | tended spheres, such as Presidents
and the Aaronie or Levitical priest- | of Stakes, High Councilors and all
Eood, with their various sub-divi- |Stake authorities, are put . before

or. In | February, that the

was effected in conformity with the | the

sions and quoruams. - It was not till | the people in their several Stakes

Apostles and the
quorums of the BSeventies were
organized in this church., These
were drawn principally from those
tried men whe eomposed Zien’s
camp. There was s revelation given
in this same year showing how a
High Council should be organized
in Kirtland, and shortly after an-
other was organized in Missouri;
and it also defined the laws gov-
erning the High Council and Stake
organizations, At first, when the
church was anized on the 6th
day of April, the general duties of
the KElders, Priests, Teachers and
Deacons were defined in that reve-
lation given in that day, known as
the articles .and covenants of the
Church. Elder seemed to be a gen-
eric name embracing all the bran-
ches of the Melchesidec priesthood
from theElder proper to the Apostle,
pamely the Elders, High Priests,
(after the order of Melchisedec),
iociuding
ties, Apostles and first presidency.
This also corresponds with the lan-
guage of the Apostle Peter in his
exbortation contained in Kkis first

general epistle: “The  Elders
who are among you I ex-
borf, who am aiso an Elder.”

Still he was an Apostle and
was ranked as the chier Apostle in
his day, holding the keys and
presidency to bind on theearth and
loose in heaven; but he ranked
himeelf among the Elders, for this
term seemed to be & general ap.
pellation for all classes of the Mel-
chisedec priesthood, in a similar
manner also the term ““priest” was |
used among the Jews under the
operation of the law of Moses, and

'aubﬂequenﬂy in the Christian

church for those who officiated in

| whole world; to impart counsel by

High Counselors, Seven- |

family circle or private walks of
life,or in its high officials and those
who minister in public capacities;
in like manner he requires of them
to see that all our organizationsand
municipalities are in a wholesome
iR, 2ad 2, Al
with integrity and uprightness t

fore God and the people. And as
mouthpieces of the Almighty and
as watchmen upon the walls of
Zion, God requires of us his ser-
vanta, the Apostleg, the Eldérs,the
Presidents of Stakes, and the Bish-
ops every where, uot only to minis-
ter in their several callings in a
church ecapacity, but also te in-
struct officers of every kind intrust-
ed with municipal aflaira of life,
that they may be found faithful in
magnifying tgu_law and discharg-
ing the trust reposed in them in

gecular affairs as well as ecclesiasti-

cal; for civil organizations and
powers of civil  government are
also appointed and ordained o

heaven for the welfare of mankind,
for the protection of all flesh. And
those children of men who may not
accept the doctriues of Christ and
the priesthood, its administrations,
coupsels and decisions in the secu-
lar affairs of life; yet if they are dis-
posed to obey good, wholesome
rules of society in their civil capa-
city, as such they are entitled
to pretection. And it is more
especially for the benefif of this
class of mankind that civil govern-
ment is established amobg men
and recognized in heaven. It was

epistle to the ancient Bairts, told
them that they should respect and
honor the civil law, and governors
in their places, and judges and offi-
cers in their condition of life,whose
duty itis to preserve order and

maintain peace and protect the

rights and privileges. of all
alike, religious or irreligi<
ous, believer or unbeliever,

saint or sinner; for religion with
all its accompaniments and every-
thing pertaining toit is a matter of
conscience between man and. his
Maker, and for tbe exercise of
which he is held alone responsible
fo his God and unto his co religion-
ists, who place themselves under
its guidance and control, But the
civil power extends its protection
to all alike. One of the great evils
that has afflicted mankind has been
the bigotry of religious priests, and
the blind saperstition of religious
zealots, who seem to have lost
gight of this principle, the govern-
ment of our Heavenly Father over

And for the same reason | bischildren, that in his efforts to |y

exalt his children he has
pever resorted to force or at-
tempted in any wise to coerce the
human mind: The light of truth,
like the glorious- light of the sun,

pany | the year 1835, in the month of |in conferenee assembled, for their |shines unobetructed, free§ to all;
quorum of | approval, their confidence abd sup

and all are at liberty tu draw a

Burt; otherwise their appointment | veil over their faces if they choose,

as not the same force and effect | or
upon the people, In like manner, | an
those who may be telected by the|or they
working of the Holy Spirit through | sun - light,
preside | dows

the proper authorities, to
over quorums, are nominated for
this calling and are submitted to
the members for their eanction and
confidence. And then come the
general authorities, who pres de
over and minister in the aflalrs of
the Chureh in all the earth. These |
general quorums a:e not local, are
not limited to any particular Stake |
or quorum. Their business is te see
that the gospel is preached to the

the spirit of revelation sccording to
the fspirit of their apostleship and
calling, as special witnesees and
messengers to theworld of mankind,
These are the First Presidency,
and the Twelve Apostles and the
Seventlies whose calling and duty
is to labor under the direction of
the Twelve and bear the gospel to
all nations and to regulate the af-
fairs of the Church in all the world.
These general authorities are there-
fore brought before the general con-
rerence assembled for their appro.
val and fer them to uphold and
sustain by their faith and prayers;
and in like manner are they pre-|
sented at the several Stake confer-
eénces 50 as t0 reach the masses of
the people, to insure the confidence
and prayers of the whole people,
for whem they mipister, and whose
eyes are upon them, who are eriti-
cising their teachings, their walk
and conversation before God and
man. For God proposes to deal with
His Church as a whole,and as a
whole to hold them responsible to
work the works of righteousness

pei

ut themselves up in a dungeon
lock out the rays of the sun,
may walk out in the

open  their wia-
and - let it into their
dwellings; 8o is the free light of
heaven imparted to all the sons of
men. The Lord has reserved to
himself, however, the right to call
into Judgment all his children for
the manper in which they make
use of the opportunities and privi-
leges afforded them. **This is the
condemnation” says the BSavior,
‘that light is come into the world,
and men love darkEness rather than
light, because their deeds are
evil.” BSo many people walk in
darkness at noonday, when the
light of heaven shines in its glory
and effulgence they are surround-
ed in darkness. When the
light comes to the righteous

with this view that Paul, in his|g

| die,”

beeclouded their minds

minds of their fathers, yet sin,
the truth made its way to th
hearts they embraced it glhq
they have loved and foll llnli,

still. Whiley on the other
those who love darkness
than light, because their deedsy,
evil, are fighting against the ligy
and will shun it when it approag
es, Jike the thief at the approachy
the officer of the law, and conesy
himself in darkness. 8o with the
who love evil,who bave abaundop
themselves to wickedness, y)
have given themselves up to by
crisy and te the lust of the ‘
and who sell themselves to thew.
my of all righteousness to wg
wickedness for gain; darkm
reigns in their hearts, and they |
come the children ef disobedieng
hating the light because the
deeds are evil. Truth needsp
constraint] it exercises its
and dominion over the
of men by virtue of its
lence, ils veaulies, its attractip
its lovelinees,the good fruitsiy
flow from its observance, the pe
and happiness that attend it; i
fruit of truth and righteousnesi
delicious above all ether fruit, T
strength and power of Jehovah s
with the good and virtuousof g
His children; His power and Hi
love ate mademanifest through il
truth; order and peace are (s
fraits of the ldws and regulation
that He prescribes and which n
c>mmend themselves to the intell
ent or thoughtful children of ms
aond the results thereof are ony
peace, union, fellowehip and Jou
Even the pena'ties that are stis)
ed to the laws of heaven preseribe
in the gospel of the Son of Gu, ar
not instruments of vengeanws,
wrath and indignation witn Y
to the utter destruction of the
dren of men, - But rather the
strumeunts of restraint upon §
evil deeds of the wicked and »
godly to deter them from en
ment upon the righteous, in the
evil course of self  destrue
tion, Even the dammnation of bell,
threatened in the Beriptuies
upon those who continue in their
unbelief and disobedience, is bul
the natural fruit of their unbeli
aed neglect of the blessings ths
were held out and designed to be
betowed upon them. The mme
may be said of the indolent andthe
slothfal of the ehildren of ‘men iu
a temporal point of view, When
the Lord says to bis people here iss
beautiful earth I have formed for
ou, and beie are the elements
Within your reach—the grasses,the
streams of water whieh flow pures
the breezes of heaven, fiee to all
here are the animals, [ place them
under your control; and here ar
the trees bearing fruit, and th
grain ‘and vegetables containisg
gseed in themselves; go forth nov
and occupy the land, cultivate, in-
prove, embellish, crnament s
gratify yoar eye, your taste, s
satisfy your wants, eat, drink #
be merry, plow the ground, cﬂ
the seed and I will send, yd
rains to water the earth and mai)
fruitful to reward your toil; aul
this covenant I make with you
that so long as you see my bow in
the heavens, seed time and bharveil
shall never fail you. *“But,” saj
the sloth,” I will not do it, I wid
to go and lay me dewn under the
shade of the trees in the hope tha!
some kKind soul will bring me a it
tle water to quench my thirst, and
then bring me some fruit and pu
it into my mouth, and then wa
my jaws or I lay me down and
Our father saye; “Then d
like a fool: the penalty is yof
own, and the eternal mandate

they will hail it gladly, and though
it may be at first in the distance,
they will mark it as they would the
dawn of the morning star,or a light
shining in a dark place, and they
will give diligent, heed to it as it
roaches,until they enter into its

lgence and glory. Buch is the
experience of the latter-day

Saints; such is the experience of
those who love the light rather
than darkness and who are waiting
for the salvation of Israel; they re-
ceived the testimony of Jesus when
it was first sounded in their ears,
Hundreds and thousands in differ-
ent parts of the world have witness-
ed the dawn ef this light, have:

heaven shall not be revoked to ir
dulge your idleness.”” And th
same may be said of all thcss wh
disbelieve in Christ and who rejed
the words of life when they are pe
claimed im their ears. withoul
money and without price, and the
ordinances of heaven made free ¥
all. Those who disbelieve, thef
perish, and what is the con
demnpation they bring wupa
themselves? The condemnation?
the sloth, He perishes in his idle
nees; they in their ignorance aud
their utter disregard of the mean
of grace, losing all the precios
things that others enjoy who pul
forth their hands and gﬂ.rtskn of the

heard the sound thereof in the diss
tange, have gone in search of it,
bave captured the first ray that
penetrated their minds and follow-
ed it until it has led them finally to

lesser or Ievitical priest-{and to defend the faith of the | the possession of eternal life. These

treeof life. And when theydi
and go hence they will wake upi2
I:hf spirit world, finding them'
selves as dark as they were in the
natural world. He who Is filthys
then will be filthy still,and he Wi




