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FOR FARMERS lidAND GARDENERSclibeGARDE NERSI

agricultural societies are extending their in-

fluence in almost every state throughout the
union the patent office published
contains aq statistical sketch of the origin num-
ber condition ecee of the various state and
county organizations in existence throughout the
united sates for the promotion of agriculture
by which we are informed that the first agri-

cultural aassociation incorporated in this country
was the society for the promotion ofor agrical
tur 1 estallestablishedlied in carolina in 1785 11

A society for the advancement of agricul-
ture arts ittai M waswag founded in the

city of new york in 1791 which minwin linued in

operation some titrtsi i years the massachusetts
society for promo ing agriculture was incor-
porated in the year 1792 some of the members
of which residing in that county subsequently
organized the middlesex agricultural rocity
this beimbelmbeing the first county agricultural assoriaassoriaas socia
tionlion formed in the united states I1other county
socibocisocietiesties were formed soon afterwards

the first agricultural fair elfr heldfield inla the
baited states wawai proposed by elkanah watwatonwatsonon

rfof berkshire mas and came eltineftin aug 1810

flom that time agricultural societies and enter-
prises to promote agricultural interests received a

new impulse and societies were soon in

most of the older statesstales
in 1828 the american institute of the city

of new york was incorporated four years
york agagricultural society

now in active operation at albany com
m need its career

tile aggregate number of state and county
agricultural societiessociebocie lesies now in existence in the
ulliutiluniteded states li said to be about eight hundred

agricultural education hafthas until recentlyrecerecenlyeniynilynoly been
grossly neglected in 1855 the citicitizens of ovidolid
seneca county N Y procured the passage of

an act by the legislature incorporating the IN
Y state agricultural college A farm of sixeix

hundred and eighty acres hahass been selecta 1I build-
ings are being erected and it is thought the object
of the college will be fully d the I peo

pies college a similar was chartered
bv the new york legislature in 1854 located in

havana schuylerPchuyler county the faim comprises
about two hundred acres and buildings are also

in progress of erection
another agricultural college has more re-

cently been established at laminglansing michigan
ninety thousand dollars in all has been appro-
priated by the state legislature for this purpose
anana the first class of students was admitted in

18371857 seven hundred acres of land are connected
with this institution

in 1855 the itariYarfarmers 11 gh school of penn-
syl

pann
sylvavylvasylvanavamania was incorporated it is located in

center county and comprises a tract of four hun-
dred acres of land with buildings in course of

erection this institution has a capital 0

one half of which was appropriated by
the legislature it will be open for instructim
it is expected thehe present year

an effort is being made in maryland for the
establishment of a kindred institution a farm
of foufour hundredbundred and twenty eight acres having
been purchased recently in prince georges coun-
ty upon which to0 o erect the necessary buildings

agricultural0 professorshipsprofessorships have been appoint-
ed in several of the colleges and literary institu-
tions of the country andard grounds for practi-
calcal experimenting have been set apart but these
are yetjet in inan embryo state ane incalculable
benefit that mint arise from a more general adop-
tion of0 agriculture as a standard department in
the colcoicollegiate course of our young men has yet
to be developed

the practical application of cheebechemistrymitry to agri-
culturecu ure A egin nin to attract attention which
when brought more fully info operation will

I1vileI1
cultivation of the soil upon a scientific

will largely tend to facilitatingI1 the
work Xgolgot increasing the wealth of the farmer

4the scientific agriculturist

scratches on horbeshorses maybemay be effectually cured
acaccordingcording iiolio0 the rural new yorker by washing

tote legs clean and rubbingrigtig dry twice a day say
inniorningninI1 and night and applys g good vinegar
rurustingineing it well into the skin itif cracked and
sore a ply thehe vinegar freely adding a piece 0iacoppecopperascop peresperlss about the sizebize of a hickory nut to a
quart of binegar

inverted posts areanre recommended by the coun-
try Gentgentlemanln 1 I am not able to give the reason
why it is so remarks the writer but it I1is
nevert herlessberless true that posts or strabianeskeskeg will last
lonnerlonger if inverted than otherwise though the top

aw
be smallest yet it will outlast the other

if in alevy jtit ISiii worthwurthft erth try fighig

coop up your hens A correspondent of the
rural new yorker11 who has had long experience
wih poultry and having had like many others
very poor luck in obtaining eggsr from a large
flock of about fifty hens allowed to run at large

killed off all of the old stock bought twelve
Brabramahmahs built a henhousehen house twelve by twenty
feet with an outdoorout door yard in cold weather
lie let them out when not too severe in warm
weather probably hebe could allow them free
access to the open yard if it was fenced to a

Lsuitablea liable height GOso that they could not get out on
to the gardens he fed them some corn some
oats or buckwheat and shorts or bran wet with

warinwarm sour milk itif it was to be had if not with
warm water making it quite wet and putting in

a large spoonful of black pepper he gave them
all the green grass cabbage leaves and other
greens they wanted

since hhe has adopted this cours hebe sayssaya behe
has plenty orniceof nice fresh eggs from twenty hensbens
even in the coldest weather he has from ten to
fifteen eggs daily

every fall hebe kills off the old hens saves the
I1 earliest chickens and changes0 his rooster every
spring

the liprihenhenhousehouse should be whitewashedwhite washed once

a year to keep it free from ice

in regard to feeding ilenshens he remarks that
I1 many labor under a mistake they feed too
Mmuchuchurh to keep hensbens through the viwinterinter give
say six ears corn and two quartsquarta oats or buck-
wheatwheatbeat per day about twice a week besides a
little shorts or bran prepared as above

grafting may be done by thosease who have se-
cured their acin during the present month
and 1 while the balkbaik will peel readily
grafts should be put only into healthy vigorous
branchesblanches an experienced and sagacious cultiva-
tor in duchess county N Y writes

brur removing too many branchbrancheseq from a tree injury
may be done careful attention houldshould be girengiven to this
pointt in lopping the branches preparatory to grafting in
order thatt the upsap may pass into the remaining branches
and keppkeep the tree healthy and browingrow ln I1 rive you these
idea knowing that fruit treetrees birelire often injured by thiseahse
who go about the country making it their business to set
grafts in april and maymat seting as many scionsmelons as they
cantcan and getting pay for those that live thus doing great
damage to the trees

this writer also corrects a mistaken idea pre-
valent that it iiH of little consequence whenwilen apple
trees are prunarun d ilehe ewayssays the first or second
week in june 13 the only fit season for pruning
the apple tree then he argileargue nhehe sap is in

full flow and the wound made by cutting off a
bough bebingbegins to heal and grow over immediately

where pruning is necessary methe above is quite
logical but on the other hand a healthy limb
should not be cut from a healthy tree for the
sole purpose of conforming to the natural 1law
prescribing the time for pruning keep your
trees clear of all dead wood and now and then it
may be advisable to remove a cross branch but
use the pruning shears wilhwith care

prespreservingervIng butterbatter the farmers of unda
aberdeen county scotland adopt the felfei lowing
method for curincuring their butterbuttery which has ohlobtain-
ed

an
for it great superiority

takechitaketale two quarts of the best commoncammoncoincano nyonnion saltysaltssaltgall one ounce of
sugarrugar and one ounce of saltpetresalt petre take one ounce of this
composition loronefor one pound of butter worwoi kit wellweil into the
massmassy and close it up for userise

cured in this way the butter acquires a rich
and marrowymarrows consistence never attains a brittle

I1 hardness nor tastes salty but it should stand
three weeks or a month before it is used dr
anderson says 1 I have ate butter cured with the
above composition that had been kept three
years and it was as sweet as at firstafirst

pork is objected to by certain people because
its use was prohibited by moses but a writer in

the ifohomesteadinestrad has discovered that moses did not
refer to the grain fed hogsbogg of america in this
prohibition but to the flesh of the loathsome
swine of syria which fed on ottaoffal and ddeaddeaiead car-
casses

thetho benefit of offering premiums for crops
has been fullyfally tested in massachusetts thus
while inciting a heavier average yield per acre
and larger profits when men contend for a pre-
mium they are well repaid for any extra exertion
whether the award 13i in their favor rr not

lies on cattle or colts may be remedied says
the norhnorth western parmerfarmer by washingI1 the back

I1 and sides of the animal with a strong decoction of
white oak tan liquid boiled in twenty four
hours the lice will betbe completely tantannedneol

hayiray may bebee measured in the following manner
when desired multiMullimultiplymultiplyply the length breadth
and height into each otherolber 12 if the bay Isi some-
what solid ten cubic or solid yards make a ton

cracked heels mayinay be cured in horses by ap-
plying zinc ointment mixed with oneoce eighth
part of ointment ofnitrate of mercury and keep

i the heels veryiery dry

agricultural department at wash
ington

WHAT IT BE OUGHT TO BE BUT
IS INOTKOT

we commend to our readers the perusal of the
accompanying truthful article from the ameri-
can agriculturist

A yemfeu copies of the public documents corhouseor House
diggdigsD digs as they are familiarly termed by those
who have received them have reached this iso-
lated locality among them the patent office
report mechanicalanical and agricultural we
have examined those documents to discover if
possiblepo sible the object of so vast an annual expendi-
ture of public money as is required to gather and

prepare the copy print bind and distribute the
works thinkingthinkirckirg that all this amount of capital
could not have been disbursed by the general
government without a hopebone and even an assur-
ance of securing some great benefit to the people
but after patient research we confess chatin our

expectationswe were most signally disappointed

the contentscontends were about as pertinent to ththee
practical agriculturist of utah aaa were the som-
bre labyrinth of tables comprising the commerce
and navigation statistics also emanating from
the national capital or as logarithms would be
to0 o the novice in arithmetic bat aside from the
indifferent character of the general information
furnished in the report agricultural the unin-
terestingte manner in which it is presented con-
summatessum mates the climax and randersrenders thetile work so

far as practical utility is19 concerned most effectual-
ly worthless

who ever thinks of looking into a patent off-
ice

orf-
ice agricultural ReportreporterReportorfor reliable information

three hundred thousand dollars from the public
treasury should furnish the country with a vast
amount of practical reliable information on the
all important subject of agriculture with the
agriculturist we trust this department will bpbe

what it should be or be entireentirelyy abolished but
hear the agriculturist

after sending ouroun lastlart number to press we
spent ten days on a visit to our national capital
partly to gain health and vigor by release from
busbusinesssines care and partly to witness the con-
gressional proceedings during the last week of
the session another object in view was to look
into the operations of the so called agricultural
department connected with the patent office
and supported by the public treasury to
prevent any embarrassment or interference
with our investigations we elyelycly avoided
direct contact with the chief agricultural clerk
who though not nominally yet really holds un-
der his exclusive surveillance coicorcontrolaroiArol and direc-
tion the entire operations of the agricultural de-
partmentpartartmontart ment we passed much time however with
sundrysundry gentlemen in washington who are well
informed as to the way things are managed in-
cluding sundry fenbers of ConoonCongregrefFtc members
of the congressional committee on agriculture
etc and we also had lengthy personal inter-
view with commissicommissionernenner holt who is or was
then the nominal head of the agricultural de-
partmentpart ment from thehe information thus gained in
addition to what we had previously known and
from several sources of future intelligence open-
ed uptip to us we purpose from time to time to set
before the public the defects and wants of thehe
department with the hope of enlightening our
readers and so far as mayinay be contributing to imim-
provementpro in the management of one of the
most important departments connected with our
general government

As now managed thehe agricultural operations
at washington are a shamaham a shame to us as an
agricultural people our government might
well and ought to spend at least a million dollars
annually in promoting thetiie agricultural and horti-
cultural improvement of the concountry but without
a change in the present organization it would be
far better to save the sixty or seventy thousand
dollars in salaries in seeds sandnd in gettingpetting
up thehe annual reports and also the hundred
and fifty or two hundred thousand dollars more
for prinprintingtineitings binding and distributing these re-
portsor seeee next papaepageI1e for notes on the lalatbatq t pub
fishedi h edsubjectR port this view is already taken of
theb e subject by many members of congress
this year the appropriation is cut down to the
pittance of forty thousand dollars and several
members stated to that even this sum would
have been withheld had it not been for the hur-
ried legislation1 of the closing hoursbours when it pass-
ed without discussion as antin appendageappen daga to the
general appropriation bill we were in the gal-
lery of the house at the timeytime and noted hatthat it
received but a small votevole though enough to concort

a maiomalo ity of hosethose present giving atten-
tion and voting when this particular appropriation
chanced to be passed alonaionalong with many others
As a member of the househous remarked to us sevbevsev-
eral

sev-
erabeveralera representatives who give no attention to the
matter of agriculture and know little or nothing
on the subject were afraid to vote against any
measure of this kind lest it should bbe construed
by their constituents in the rural districts asa

an evidence of want of sympathy and Intinteresterett in
thehe bone and sinew we were assuredassiasaiired by

members of he next Cong regneg that thatheth entire ag-
riculturalri department would be abolished nextnett
winter unless a decided change be made in its
organization efficiency and usefulness appear
ledded to the appropriation was this significant
cclauseid u se

provided that no part offaththe appropriation shail betie
mnnedtreded or exrenexpendeddeddod in defraying theth of a wybody of
menmn aemmer in W or iseih to

1

as anin agricultural collecollegegeoror liadvisory board otof agrical

ture convened under tilethe authority of the secretary of
the or any other person under any name torforor
any object whatever

this was designed as a direct censure upon th
recent enterprie of the agricultural clerk no-
ticed by us in februaryfebruary p 33 viz the secret
calling together of a seselectedactede paid coterie of per-
sons to whitewash the doings of the department
in this connection we would inquire why the

report of that advisory board of agriculturists
has never been permitted to seethe light though
called for by coulcongressgress rumor says the agri-
cultural clerk caught a tartar in the report it-
self as prepared by them we call for its publi-
cation as originally made by the committee of that
body

As ait further indication of thellie feeling in con-
gress we may add that the senate refused to
print the usual copies of the agricultural report
the house at first also refused to print them
but after the loss of the bill to abolish the frank-
ingin privilege several members who wish to have
a supply of electioneeringelectioneering1 documents to frank ai
a 11 sop or compliment to their rural constituents
contrived to get a hasty vote in the houserouse for
printing copiecopies of some kind of an agri-
culturalcalchi tural reportReports they knew not what for they
only voted upon the title page and for aught
theythes or we know it will be 6as poor a thing as its
immediimmediateite predecessor

nowHOW THE department IS19 ORGAN-

IZED

As every one perhaps understandsthe execu-
tive government is divided into departDepattdepartmentsments 7

as the department of the interior the depart-
ment of war of the navy of the treasury and
of the post office the head or chief officer of
each department is called the secretary of that
department except the P 0 secretary who is
called pot master general these several chief
officers are appointed by the president and they
together form ilghishig cabinet

the secretary of the interior has charge of
several sub departments such as the patent of-
fice indian affairs etc under him is the
commissionerCommis ionerloner of patents whowiio employs a so call
ed agricultural clerk allal business matters
done and documents issued relating to0 o agricul-
ture are in the name of the commissioner of
patents who is himself a secondary officer hisills
attention is howeverhoweTer mostly given to subjects
connected with patents and hhhis agricultural
clerk really mailmarimanagesages andard controls all matters con-
nected with agriculture

mr thomthompsonP 11iss the present secretary of the
interior mr holthoit1 t was until recently the com-
missioner of patents but hebe haahas just been ap-
pointed P M general and the meeoffice0 of0f corn of
patents is vacant at the time of thiathis writingW

this tacking agriculture as a departmentsub depa rement
ontoon to still another sub department is not only

I1 placing it below its proper position in point of
importance but this veryvely fact so depreciates its
dignity that little attention is given to placing at
Psis head a man of acknowledged superior abilities
this is abundantly proved cyby the fact bailor ten
yearayears past the really important station of bagriagri-
cultural clerk or chief manager of agricultural
affairs has been occupied by a man of only ordin-
ary ability D jay browne who is the present
incumbent of the office

when we say ordinary ability we only re-
peatpeat what is the general opinion ofor the great mass
of intelligent men jn the country that is of those
who take interest in the subject of agriculture
in all agricultural transactions connected with
the patent office while under hishia control there
hasbar been shown a lack of system of valuable re
searchbearchse archandand of broad comprehensive views which
has brought the department to its present low
standard in the estimation of the people at large

said commissioner holt to us 1 I do not un-
derstandderdetstand this apparent opposition or at leastlast thi
want of sympathy with a department so deserv-
ing of the cordial support of all classes as that of
agriculture 1 the real cause of it we endeavor-
ed to set forth to him viz the want of allan eff-
icient man at its head to conduct and guide its
affairs in such a manner as to command the re-
spect and confidence of the country

we folind that the commissioner has birrihimselfsilt
known very little of the criticisms of at least
three fourths of the agricultural press and of the
more influential agricultural individuals and so-
cietiesciecleties his information in this respect has comb
to him through his agricultural clerk and of
course he has been permitted to know only thetha
favorable side

we suggest to our agricultural
that hereafter when they have occasion to cen-
sure the agilagriculturalcultural operations at washington
they send a marked copy sealed up and directed
personally to the commissioner of patents

so far as we could learn whenever anything un-
favorable to the agricultural clerk has chancedii teto
come to the commissioners notice it has been

1 promptly attributed by hishia clerk to thehe influence
of interested seeds men or to peronal aspirations
or personal enmity ofoff editors while at washing-
ton we heard for the first fine that the last named
motive had been attributed to this journal we
hegbeg to say to the commissioner and to mr
browne himself that there is not thetha slightest
ground for thisthia supposition we heardbeard at washi-
ngton for the first time and at only second hand
from mr browne himself that he hadbad at some
former period a personal difficulty with one of
the hormerhormenformmer publishershersbers of this journal with that
wew e have nothing to dodoandand care nothing until
be published his famous autobiography and
sentbent it over the country under the government
frank we didd d not even know that liehe had so

aas set foot in the office of this paper
the troth IQI1 wdwe sdda not know mr browne

personally i but fr ari I1thehe daydak we read hisI1 book on
manure and highishis booktook on trees wevoe set him down
as a man of very moderalmoderaederale ahiahlabilitylity nativenativo or ac-
quired and when we heard of hlinblin it a agricalagricul
luraltural cleak at washington weire couldconid not but
egnetegretregret that that important station had not been
bettersetter filled still we hoped ffortoror the best and dudill


