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tion suggestedsus ggested by their tone of voice I1
heardbeard nno0 word uttered by narrators or
listeners which accused any one they
dwelt rather on the fact they hadbad dealt
heavy blows on the and that
though the loth division hadbad as an
available organization been demolished
it had sold its life

on wednesday the the wounded
from the preceding day began to pour
into pont a mousson they were
brought in on long grain cartscarta lying
upon hay from my window which
overlooked the main street and com-
manded ai view of the whole place 1Icounted inglugmorere than ninety carts each
holdingding on an average ababoutouttenten men
it was strange to see them as they
passed amid a file of french unable to
concealconceal their joy on the one hand and
theT russian soldiers on the other sideaide
the streets began swarming ath other
wagons witwithhotherother wounded bearerswearers
of the red trousers and now and then
cambacame a batchbatoh ofunwounded1 prisonersat length arrived ad carriage with a
french gengeneralbralbrai it was followed by
vast crowds of trenchfrench and forai little
timeit seemed as if theretherb might be a
collision between the inhabitants and
the prussians so earnest were the de-
monstrationsrations of the people it was now
at last evident that the battle was very
serious at the front at midnight or a
little after on the and on the
all thejhb trumpets for miles began to
sound this was the first time we had
been startled by such wild music
trumtrumpetpet answered to trumpet through
the bivouacs around the littleittle city
for several days previously there
had been troops almost perpetually
marching through the town but
now the tramp through every
street andwid bywayby way made between mid
night and dawn a perpetual roarloarhastily dressing I1 went out into the
dark and managed to get a seat insiin a
wagon going in the direction of the
front which was now understood to be
one or two miles beyond the village ofgorze some miles from pont a mous-
son on our way we met considerable
batcheslatches of french prisoners who were
looked upon with curiosity by the con-
tinuous line of german soldiers with
whom we advanced but only one or
two offensive cries toward the prisoners
were heard the way was so block-
aded with wagons that I1 finally con-
cluded I1 could do the remaining six or
seven miles an foot soi got off the
carriage and began to walk and run
swiftswiftlyy ahead at on the
moselle about halfwayhalf way to metz I1
found vast bodies of cavalry ullarsullars
and hussarshussary crossing the river by a
pontoon bridge and hurrying at the
top of their speed towards gorze
hurrying my own steps I1 heard the
first thunder of cannon seeminglyseemingay
coming from the heart of a range ofor
hills on the right passing through themthe
village and ascending a high place I1
found myself in a battle field strewn as
far as the eye could reach with dead
bodies in one or two parts of the field
companies were still burying the dead
chieehlechieflyy prussians the french being
necessarily buried last were still lying
in vast numbers on the ground A few
of these I1 bawsaw were not dead As I1
hurried on a splendidsplendyd regiment of cav-
alry came on behindbehind and when they
reached the brow of0f the hill they all
broke out with a wild hurrah andarid
dashed forward A fewfelmoremore strides andI1 gaiblgaineded the summit and saw the scene
which had evoked their cry and seemed
to thrill even their horses
it would be difficult to imagine a

grander battle field from the hill to
which I1 had been directed by good au-
thority to come the entire sweep of theprussian and french centre could be
seen and a considerable part of their
wings the spot where I1 stood was
fearful it was amid ghastly corpses
and burdened with the stench of dead
horses of which there were great num-
bers I1 was standing on the battle
field of the the prussian side
thereof on the left stretched like a sil-
ver thread by the road from verdun toparis between the lines of poplar
which stood against the horse on my
left as far as the eye could reach to-
wards metz with military regularity
strung on the roadsroadaroadOlkedoikealkeaikebeads were thepretty villages each with its church
tower which although they have separ-
ate names are really only a hundred
yards apart mars ra tour flavignyFlavigly and
little southbouth of the road Vionnelle here
bonville and Gravellotte which is dldi-
vided into great and littlelittielittlelittie Gravellotteon my right were the thickly wood-
ed hills behind which waswaa the most
important village of the neighborhood
Visegorze on the foreground of the bat-tle field which should one would sasayYbe calledeaucaUedthethe battle field of gravelotteGra e
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here there waswaa a break in the report
which was continued as followfollowsso

bismarck gen van moltke prince
frederick charles prince carl prince
albert and adjutant kurauskiKe and

gen sheridan of the U S A
were also present at this moment the
french were a most db

1
I1 effort to hold on to the lastlist bit of the
verdunverdan road that liesliea between resonbeson
ville and GravelGravellottelotie or that part of
Gravellotteeliotte which in some maps laIs
called st marcel the effort was des-
perate but unavailing for every man

I1 in the french ranks had iwatotwo to cope
with and their line was already begin
ning to waver

soonboon it was plain thab this
the brendlfrench right was withdrawing totoaton al

1

new position this was swiftly taken I1

up under the cover of the continuous
fire of their artillery from the heights
beyond the village the movement
was made in good order andind the posi-
tion reached atit 1I believe nine
military men out of tenfen would have
pronounced it impregnable when
once this movement had been effected
the french retreating from the pressure
of the prussians artillery fire the
prussians as rapidly advancing the
battle field was no longer at
but had been transferred and pushed
forward to Graveliotteellotte the junction of
the two branch roads to deidun the
fields in front of that village were com-
pletely covered by prussian reserve sand
over it interminable lines of soldiers
were marching this part of the battle
field was more extensive than the
first and brought the opposing forcesforces
into fearfully close quarters the pe-
culiarityculi arity of it is that it consists of two
heights intersected by a deep woody
ravine this ravine is over a hundred
feet deep and the top over yards
wide the side of the chasm nextgraveliotteifotte where the prussiansPrusilaus stoodstobd
is much lower than the other side
which gradually ascends to a great
height from theintheir commanding emi-
nence the french held their enemies
fairly beneath them and poured upon
them a scorching fire the french
gunsguna were in position far up by the
metz road hidhiddenen and covered aprongarvon
the trees there was not an instants
cessation of the roar of artillery dis-
tinguishable among all was the curious
grunting roll of the the
prussian artillery wawas posted on the
north side and being necessarily
raised for an awkward half vertical
fire of the french stood their ground
and died by hundreds and I1 had almost
said by thousands this was for an
hour or two that seemed agesageg so con-
stant was the slaughter

the hill where I1 stood commanded
chiefly the conflict behind the village
and to the south of it the prussian re-
inforcements coming up on their right
filed out of the bolsbois d agneas and it
was at that point as they nirmarchedched 06on
to the field that I1 could get the best
idea of the magnitude of this invading
army now in the heart of france there
was no break whatever for four hours
in the march of men out of the wood
it seemed almost as if all the killed and
wounded had revived and come back
and marchemarchedparcheFd forth aagainninain burnam
wood advancingg ane was not
a more ominous sightbight to macbeth than
these mahme x of general goebelsGo ebens army
hidden aaas they were by the woods un-
til they were fairly within range and
reach of their enemies so the french
must havehaive felt for between four and

I1 nivefive they concentrated upon
1 that spot their heaviest fire massingmassine all
their valuable guns and shelling the
woods which covered the prussians
unremittinglyy their shot rehreireachedcliedelied the
PrussiansidnsignJInesiines and tore through them
and though the men beremereere steady no
general cared to long subject his troops
to such a fire they presently swerved
a little from that line of advance andnd
there was no longer a continuouscontin bous col-
umn of infantry pouring out of the
woods the attack of the prussians in
the centre was clearly checked

1 about five however another
brigadebr of fresh infantry was again
foformed in the woods and emerged from
itst9 cover once out from under ththe
trees they advanced at quick time I1watched the movement for the french
guns had not lost range of the wood nor
of the ground in front seen at a dis-
tance through a powerful glass the
brigade was a huge serpent coiling with
the undulation of the field but it left a
dark track behind it and the glass re-
solved the black track into falling and
dying men As thetho horrid significance
of that path so traced came upon melae I1ggazedwyozed on more intently many of those
who had fallen leaped up again and raffranu
forward a little way striving to goongo on
with their comrades of those who ran
backwards instead of forward there

wereverd i- fea few though many fefellfeillihslibsll asas afitilaney0y
painfully endeavored to follow tbth ad-
vance

I1 do not know whether after the
vain effort af that brigade another
movement was attempted from the
wood but half an hour afterward a
great nnumberumbeambe r of troops began to iiimarchach
overover the hill where iwasI wabwas ststandingfinding andalad
moved forward toward the field where
so hard a struggle had been so long
protracted there were I1 think a
portion ofdtgengengeh GooldgoerenaGoebenkbenAuiahIA troops whoh0
hadad been ordered forward on a direct
route the conflict point on

leleft becomebedonie fierce autbahtit
waswag soon lost to us but now and then
a thick cloud would open a little and
drift away on the wind and then we
could eeesee the french I1 tried to get a
better view of this part of the field I1
went forward about half a mile and
from my newnow stand found myselfmyself not
far from Almalzonmalion the french line
was still brokenunbroken and to all appear-
ances they were having the bestifbest of the
battle but this aappearanceppearancenee 1 wabwasyasyag due
perhaps totd the faefactt thatthat the french
were mostly visible on their broad
heights and fighting with such obstin-
acy they plainly silenced a prussian
battery every nownor and then but thepruFruprussianselau line was also strengthened byidegrees on the finorthernortherorthenn point infan-
try and artillery were brought up and
from farfat in the rear away sseemingly in
the direction of thionville shot and
shell began reaching thetha french ranks
these were the men and guns of
metz ta junctionj unction with the
army of prince frederick charles and
completed the investment of metz to
the northwestnorth west with the reinforce-
ments

m
that continually arrived

on both sides the battle grew more
and more obstinate there could be no
doubt the french understoodtood the mean-
ing of the new movement of the pus

and the gradual development of
the line to the north of metz stein-
metz was able to extend his line gradu-
ally further and further until the
french were outflankedoutflanked arddarid began to
be threatened as it appeared with an
attack on the rear of their extreme
right so longiong as the smoke from the
prussian guns hovered only over their
front the french clung to their posi-
tion the distance from the headquar-
ters where the prussian flank attack
stretched forward was great

darkness coming on I1 know not how
long the french held out nor at what
precise moment the prussian onset be-
came irresistible what I1 saw was this
the puffs of smoke from the french
guns with flashes brightening as the
darkness increased receded the very
serious pillar of cloud and gamerameflame from
the north as gradually and steadily ap-
proachedproached and with that advance thethet
tirefire of the enemy became every moment
more slack it was not far from nine

when the ground was yielded
finally to the north the last shots
fired on that terrible evening were
heard in that direction

A correspondent describes the scene
of the battle of the as one seldom
witnessed thirty miles of ground
were covered with the dead and wound-
ed of both sides the cannonade from
the german sidesidd andtind the rattle of the
needieneedle gunsgung warewere terrific and the defeat
of the french was total three long
columns could be seen pushing towards
the north to evade pursuit by brley
the loss on both sides was immense
many french prisoners were taken
the king himself attended to the
french wounded A french peasant
taken while killing a wounded german
was hanged at gorze out of one
thousand inhabitants of the neighbor-
hood scarcelyscarcelyeely any remained
the battle of the described as less

bloody than at in the morning
a party of germans had pushed forward
on the position of the french who re-
tired as they advanced the french
subsequently received strong reinforce-
ments and entrenched themselves be-
hind the city at a distance of two or01
three miles in a circle including
villages of borney labergCa montay
dassevilleNasseville and on the side of the
germans there were encamped in the
immediate neighborhood the sevbevseventhelitheiith
and first army corps which the
eight army corps which was furtherfarther to
the rear along the way from to
metz formed the first army under stein-
metz and the extreme right of the
german combined armies

the number of german troops actual-
ly in battle was the french
had a great deal of artillery and cav-
alry the germans carried all the
breastworks against the murderous fire
odtheof the french I1 who wwereere always com-
pelled tota retirea

4 bafobeforere themthem baethebutbat the
murderous fire of the classechassepots told
very severely on the germans who in

thehe enengagementgagemenigement lostloa many moremor egeanegganthan
theeFrenchth french it was the superior courage
of the germans which compelled the
enemy to retire they did this slowly
contesting every inch of the ground
until they were driven almost against
the wallswalla of metz

every account Is agreed that this bat-
tle was more sanguinary than any dur-
ing the campaign of 1866 no un-
wounded prisoners were taken on eitherelther
side A made the day
previous the showed that the
french army was retreating odiveonnori ver-
dun the column was cut in twoybyibyby
the advance of the germans and the
last part driven back between gravel
lottelotto and metzmetzi it was resolved to at-
tack there at the retreat of the french
toitu verdun which was cut off thegermans were posted in a northeast di-
rection from Gravellotte commanding
the road from briery to metzpruasian corps formed the of
line next came the esth posted on the
road to Gravellotte then the ath and

corps the guards Nweretereongereonon thetheesex
tremeleftift the ad
corps were held in rereserveseiveselve

afireA nirefire was kept up alonsalong the whole
line from eleven the Prussprussianlanlau
artillery seemed overpowering and the
french batteries were gradually driven
back on a second line I1 pushed for-
ward cotestto test the french line thinking
their position was abandoned butobubo
my surprise found the enemy still there
and myself a prisoner 1

1

of what happened afterwards I1 can
give but little account the cannoncannonadeade
was renewed on both sides lasting till
nearly one when the french
appeared to bobe retiring and ththeePiusprus-
sian gunsjuns alone maintained a fire I1
was treated kindly by my captors who
went off through thetha woods and lost
their way in the darkness while they
slept I1 eAescapedcapel and reached st marie
which was in possession of the ger-
mans

in this village many houses weremerewere
battered down and everyovery available
spot was crowded with wounded even
the streets were covered with straw and
the french andana german wounded were
lying there in groups together for the
night beyond BeResonville the country
is stripped bare and no conveyance or
food is to be had metz is completely
surrounded by the prussian forces the
ath army corps having moved round
from the east to the north the saxonbaxon
corps of pioneers has been sent to the
front four prussian corps will be left
also alat metz to carry on the siege the
remainder of the army is to advance
towards verdun

new boric 24 A cable special to the
herald I1

bateadated london 24 says there Asis
a general movement of italian troops totb
the iclal frontier under gen
cohenesCo zenes it is the belief that victorvicton
emanuel is unable to control the feel-
ing in italy for the possession of rome

A cable special to the sun dated
brussels 24 says 1I did not succeed in
reaching bazaine the prussians amaro
everywhere and marching at everyever passass
at mckaigeMcKauge Grandevay and eichelch
mond the railroad is cut and the way
from to thionvilleis equal-
ly out of order bazaine is not at ver-
dun he is in a prussian net be-
tween Grandevay the river orme
and the road from metz to elam me
mahon has left chalons burning the
camp for rheims there he left the
emperor and part of the troops addalfa
went in a northeast direction but

11I
cannot yet ascertain if it is a movement
or As far as I1 can see
ththe spiritespirit of the troops is excellent but
I1 never saw before so much incompe-
tency and disorder in maneuvering 1I
feel perfectlyperfecty sure that the leaders
do not say adythanythingdureg because they do
not know better gen lebrun as-
sumes command of the corps vice
trochu the belgian boundary is not
violated by the prerusprussiansusrussiansblans as reported
the duchess jascor de laa erece is
exiled for having given information
from the Tulleries to bismarck 11

A special to the
says we have a story of a

conflict near coveartNoveart nine miles from
metz on monday with advantage to
the french but I1 cant vouch for it
military opinion here is that MemcmahonMalionmailon
and the crown prince are going on
parallel lines and maneuvering for a
position and that Bazaine is in com-
municationmunication with mcmahon and maneu-
vering to combine with him in any at-
tack on the crown prince As to recent
battles one fact tells sufficiently their
result the french captured prussian
cannon at longueville and mars iele
tour the prussiansblans have taken no40
french gunsguna since worth

switzerland has sent ten thouanidarid
troops to the fronfrontierdrontletletie to protect her in-
dependence t


