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tion suggested by their tone of voice, I
heard no word uttered by narrators or
listeners which aceused any one, They
dwelt rather on the fact they had dealt
heavy blows on the 14th, and that
though the 10th division kad as an
available organization been demolished
it had sold its life dearly.

On Wednesday the 17th the wounded
from the preceding day ba%an to pour
into Pont a Mousson, hey were
brought in on leng grain carts lying
upuﬁ hay. From my window, wﬁ.loh
overlooked the main s and com-
manded a view of the whole place, I
counted more than ninety carts, each
holding, on an ave about ten men.
It was strange to see them as they
passed, amid a file of French unable to
cnnoeni their joy on the one hand, and
the Prussian soldiers on the other side.
The streets began swarming with other
wagons with other wounded, wearers
of the red trousers, and now and then
came & batch of unwounded prisoners.
At length arrived a cdrriu%a with a
French general. It was followed by
vast crowds of French, and for a little
time it seemed as if there might be a
collision between the inhabitants and
the Prussians, so earnest were the de-
monstrations of the people. It was now
at last evident that the battie was very
serious at the front. At midnight, or a
little after, on the 17th, and on the 18th,
all the frumpets for miles began to
sound., This was the first time we had
been startled by such wild musie.
Trumpet answered to trumpet through
the bivouacs around the little -ecity.
For several days previously there
had been troops almost perpetually
marching through the town, but
now the tramp through every
street and by-way made between mid-
night and dawn a perpetual roar.
Hastily dressing, I went out into the
dark and managed to get a seat in.a
wagon going in the direetion of the
front, which was now understood to be
one or two miles beyond the village of
(Gorze, some miles from Pont a Mous-
son. On our way we met considerable
batches of French prisoners, who were
looked upon with curiosity by the con-
tinuous line of German soldiers with
whom we advanced; but only one or
twe offensive cries toward the prisoners
were heard. The way was so block-
aded with wagons that I finally
cluded I could do the remaining six or
seven miles on foot; so’'I got off the
carriage and began to walk and run
swiftly ahead. At Monvientou, on the
Moselle, about half-way to Metz, I
found wvast bodies of cavalry, uplars
and hussars ﬂl‘ﬂﬂ!ln% the river by a
pontoon bridge, and hurrying at the
top of their speed towards Gorze.
Hurrying my own steps I heard the
first thunder of cannon, seemingly
coming from the heart of a ran of
hills on the right. Passing thro the
village and ascending a high place, I
found myself in a battle field strewn as
far as the eye could reach with dead
bodies. In one or two parts of the field
companies were still burying the dead,
chiefly Prussians. The French being
necessarily buried last were still lying
in vast numbers on the ground. A few
of these I saw were not dead. As I
hurried on a splendid regiment of cav-
alry came on behind, and when the

reached the brow of the hill they all
- broke out with a wild hurrah and
dashed forward, A few more strides and
I gained the summit and saw the scene

which had evoked their ery and seemed
to thrill even their horses.

It would be difficult to imagine a
grander battle field. From the hill to
which I had been directed by good au-
thority to come. the entire sweep of the
Prussian and French centre could be
seen, and a considerable part of their
wmg;. The spot where I stood was
fearful., It was amid ghastly corpses
and burdened with the stench of dead
horses, of which there were great num-
bers, I was standing on the battle
field of the 16th. The Prussian side
thereof on the left stretched like a sil-
ver thread by the road from Verdun to
Paris, Between the lines of poplar,
which stood against the horse on my
left, as far as the eye could reach to-
wards Metz, with military regularity,
strung on the road#like beads, were the
pretty villages, each with its church
tower, which, although they have separ-
ate names are really only a hundred
ards apart: Mars la Tour, Flavigly and
ittle south of the road Viunnefla, Re-
sonville and Gravellotte, which is di-
vided into Great and Little Gravellotte.
On mf right were the thickly wood-
eéd hills, behind which was the moat
important village of the neighborhood,
Visegorze, on the foreground of the bat-
tle field, which should, one would say,
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which was continued as followse
Bismarck, Gen. Van Moltke, Prince
Frederick Charles, Prince C
Albert and Adjutant Kerauski, and
Lieut. Gen. S8heridan, of the U. 8. A.,
were also present. Atthis moment the
French were making a most desperate
effort to hold on fto the last bit of the
'Verdun road that lies between Reson-
ville and Gravellotte, or that part of
Gravellotte which, in some maps, is
called St. Marcel. The effort was des-
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vance.

I do not know whether, after the
vain effort of that brigade, another
movement was attempted from the
wood, but balf an hour afterward a
g&aat:ﬁlm rof troops to march

er the hill where I was standing, and
moved forward toward the field where
8o hard a struggle had been so long
protmacted. There were, I think, a

tion of Gen. Goében’s troops, who
ad been ordered forward on a direct
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the Prussian le
was soon lost to us, but now and then
a thick cloud 'would open a little and
drift away on the wind, and then we

up under the cover of the comtinuous
fire of their artillery from the ts
beyond the wvil The 1 nt

as plain that this wing of
mmﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁmﬂ;'

| better view of this part of the field.

could gee the French. I tried to gal;?
went forward about half a mile, and
from my new stand found myuufr not

was made in order, and posi-
tion reached at 1.30, I believe nine
military men out of ten would have
pronounced it impregnable. When
once this movement had been effected
the French retreating from the pressure
of the Prussians’ artillery fire, the
Prussians as rapidly advancing, the
battle field was no longer at Resonville
but had been transferred.and pushed
forward to Gravellotte, the junction of
the two branch roads to Veidun, The
fields in front of that village were com- |
pletely covered by Prussian reserves,and
over it interminable lines of soldiers
were marching., This part of the battle
field was more extensive than the

far from Almaizon, The French line
was still unbroken, and to-all ap

ances they were having the best of the
battle, but this appearance was due
perhaps to the fact that the French
were mostly visible on their broad
heights, and
acy they plainly silenced a Prussian
battery every now and then, But the
Prussian line was also strengthened by
degrees. On the northern point infan-
try and artillery were brought up, and
from far in the rear, away seemingly in
the direction of Thionville, shot and
shell began reaching the French ranks,
These were the men and guns of Stein-
metz, who formed & junction with the

first, and brought the opposing forces
into fearfully close qusrters. The pe-
culiarity of it is, that it consists of two
heights, intersected by a deep woody
ravine. This ravine is over a hundred
feet deep, and the top over 300 yards
wide. The side of the chasm next
Gravellotte, where the Prussians stood, |
is much lower than the other side,
which gradunally ascends to a great
height. From their commanding emi-
nence the French held their enemies
fairly beneath them, and {:oureri upon
them a scorching fire, The French
ition far up by the

uns were in
c{ﬂn and covered ameng

etz road, hid

the trees. There was not an instant’s
cessation of the roar of artillery. Dis-
tinguishable among all was the curious
runting roll of the mitrailleuse. The
Prussian artillery was posted on the
north side; and, being necessarily
raised for an awkward, half-vertical
fire of the French, stood their ground
and died by hundreds, and I had almost
said by thousands. This was for an
hour or two, that seemed ages, so con-
stant was the slaughter.

The hill where I stood ecommanded
chiefly the conflict behind the village;
and to the south of it, the Prussian re-
inforcements coming up on their right,
filed out of the Bois d’ Agneus, and it
was at that point, as they marched on
to the field, that I could get the best
idea of the magnitude of this invading
army now in the heart of France. There
was no break whatever for four hours
in the march of men out of the wood.
It seemed almost as if all the killed and
wounded had revived and come back,
and ched forth again. Burnam
wood advanecing to’' Dunsinane was not
on ight to Macheth than
these 1 of General Goeben’s army,
hidden as they were by the woods un-
til they were fairly within range and
reach of their enemies. So the French
must have felt, for between four and
five o’clock, they concentrated upon
that spot their heaviest fire, massing all
their valuable guns and shelling the
woods which covered the Prussians
unremiftt . Their shot redched the
Prussian lines -and tore through them,
and theugh the men were steady, no
general cared to long subject his troops
to such a fire. They presently swerved
a littie from that line of advance, end
there was no longer a continuous col-
umn of infantry pouring out of the
woods. The attack of the Prussians in
the centre was clearly checked,

About five o’clock, however, another
brigade of fresh infantry was again
formed in the woods, and emerged from
ita cover. Once eut from under the
trees, they advanced at quick time. I
watched the movement, for the French
guns had not lost range of the wood nor

army of Prince Frederick Charles and
completed the investment of Metz to
the north-west, with .the reinforze-
ments that enntinuallgﬂarriwd.

On both sides the battle grew more
and more obstinate. There could be no
doubt the French understood the mean-
ing of the new movement of the Pras-
sians, and the gradual development of
the line to the north of Metz.
metz was able to extend his line gradu-
ally farther and further until the
French were outflanked, and began to
be threatened as it appeared with an
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Here there was a break in the report, | were a few, though many fell as they | the engagement, lost many more than
painfully endeavored to follow the ad- | the French. It was the superior courage

of the Germans which compelled the
enemy to retire; they did this slowly,
contesting every inch of the ground
until they were driven almost against
the walls of Metz.

Every account is agreed that this bat-

hting with suach obstin- |

tle was more sanguinary than any dur-
ing the campaign of 1866. No un-
wounded prisoners were taken on either
side. A reconnoisance made the day
revious, the 17th, showed that the
rench army was. ratrminf on Ver-
dun, The column was eut in two b
the advance of the Germans, and tHe
last part driven back between Gravel-
lotte and Metz. It was resolved to at-
tack there at the retreat of the French

“Verdun, ‘which was cat off. The
Germans were posted in a northeast di-
.r;utiun f;nm Bravallc&teﬁmmmanding
_ logl rom briery etz. The Tth
Pém n corps formed the right of their
line; next eame the 8th; posted on the
road to Gravellotte; then the 9th and
12th ecorps. The guardswereon the ex-
treme left. The 3d, 1st and 10th army
corps were held in reserve.

A fire was kKept up- along the whole
line from eleven o’¢lock. The Prussian
artillery seemed overpowering and ihe
French batteries were gradually driven
back on a second line. I pushed for-
ward to test the French line, thinking
their position was abandoned, but to
my surprise found the enemy still there
and myself a prisoner. |

Of what happened afterwards I can
give but little aceount. The cannonade
was renewed on both sides lasting till
nearly one o’clock, when the French
appeared to be retiring and the Prus-
sian guns alone maintained a fire. I
was treated kindly by my eaptors who
went off through the woods and lost
their way in the darkness, While they
slept I edcaped and reached St. Marie,
which! was in possession  of the Ger-

Stein- | mans,

In this village many houses were
battered down, and every available
spot was erowded with wounded. Even

e streets were covered with straw, and

attack on the rear of their extreme
right. So long as the smoke from the
Prussian guns hovered only over their
front, the French clung to their posi-
tion. The distance from the headquar-
ters, where the Prussian flank attack
stretched forward, was great.

Darkness coming on, 1 know not how
long the French held out, nor at what
precise moment the Prussian onset be-
came irresistible. What Isaw was this:
the puffs of smoke from the French

uns, with flashes brightening as the
ﬁﬂ!"knEEﬂ increased, receded; the very
serious pillar of cloud and flame from
the north as gradually and steadily ap-
proached, and with that advance the
fire of the enemy became ﬂ?ﬂl}v moment
more slack. It was not far from nine |
o’clock when the ground was yielded
finally to the north. The last shots
fired on that terrible evening were
heard in that direction.

A correspondent describes the scene
of the battle of the 16th as one seldom
witnessed.
were covered with the dead and wound-
ed of both sides. The cannonade from
the German side and the rattle of the
neédle guns were terrific and the defeat
of the French was total. Three long

Thirty. miles of g]:*«z:m:uzl1

the French and German wounded were
lying there in cfrnupa together for the
night. Beyond Resonville the country
is stripped bare, and no conveyance or
food is to be had. Metz is completely
surrounded by the Prussian forces, the
4th army corps having moved round
from the east to the north, The Saxon
corps of pioneers has been senft to the
front. Four Prussian corps will be left
also at Metz to carry on the siege. The
remainder of the army is to advance
towards Verdun.

NEW YORK, 24,—A cable special to the
Herald, dated London 24, says there is
a general movement of Italian troops to
the Pontificial frontier, under Gen.
Cozenes; it is the belief that Victor
Emanuel is unable to control the feel-
ing in Italy for the possession of Rome,

A cable special to the Sun, dated
Brussels 24, says: “I did not succeed in
reaching Bazaine; the Prussians are
everywhere and marching at every IE“H'
At McKauge, Grandevay and Richs
mond the railroad is cut; and the wa
from Montemedy to Thionville is equal- -
ly out of order. Bazaine is notat Ver-
dun; he is shut up in a Prussian net be-
tween Grandevay, the river Orme
and the road from Metz to Elam. Mc-

columns could be seen pushing towards
the North to evade pursuit, by Briey.
The loss on both sides was immense.
Many French prisoners were taken.
The King himself attended to the
French wounded. A French peasant
taken while killing a wounded German
was hanged. At Gorze, out of one
thousand inhabitants of the neighbor-
hood scareely any remained.

The battleof the 14this described as less
bloody than at Sadowa. Inthe morning

i

Mahon has left Chalons, burning the
camp, for Rheims; there he left the
Emperor and part of the troops, and
went in a northeast direction; but I
cannot yet ascertain if it is & movement
or reconnoisance. As faras I can see,
thespirit of the troops is excellent, but
I never saw before so much incompe-
tency and disorder in maneuvering. - I
feel perfectly sure that the leaders
do not say anything because they do
not know better. Gen. Lebrun as-

aparty of Germans had pushed forward

on the position of the French, who re- | Trochu.

tired as they advanced. The French

sumes command of the 12th corps, vice
The Belgian boundary is not
violated by the Prussians, as reported.

subsequently received strong reinforce- | The Duchess Tascor de la Plagerece is

ments and entrenched themselves be-
hind the city at a distance of two or
three miles in a circle including the
villages of Borney, Calaberg, Montay,
' Nassevilleand Noiler. On theside ofthe

| Germans there were encamped in the

immediate neighborhood the sevehth
and first army corps, which witd the

exiled for bhaving given information
from the Tulleries fo Bismarck,”’

A special to the World, dated IL.on-
don, 24th, says: ‘‘We have a story of a
conflict near Noveart, nine miles from
Metz, on Monday, with advantage to
the French, but I can’t vouch for it.
Military opinion here is that McMahon

eight army corps, which was further to

of the ground in front. Seen at a dis-
tance through a powerful glass, the

brigade was a huge serpent coiling with
the undulation of the field; but it left a

dark track behind it, and the glass re-
solved the black track into falling and
dying men., As the horrid significance
of that path so traced came upon me, I
gazed on more intently. Many of those
who had fallen leaped upagain and ran
forward a little way, striving to go on

the rear aiong the way from Stavold to
Metz, formed thefirst armyunder Stein-
metz, and the extreme right of the
German combined armies.

The number of German troops actuai-
ly in battle was 450,000. The French
had a great deal of artillery and cav-
alry. The Germans carried all the
breastworks against the murderous fire
of the French, who were always com-
pelled to retire before them; but the

with their comrades, Ofthose who ran

be called the battle field of Gravelotte.

murderous fire of the chassepots told

backwards instead of forward there | very severely on the Germans, who, in

and the Crown Prince are guing on
parallel lines, and maneuvering for a
position, and that Bazaine is in com-
munication with MeMahon and maneu-
vering to combine with him in any at-
tack on the Crown Prince. As to recent
battles, one fact tells sufficiently their
result; the French captured Prussian
cannon at Longueville and Mars le
Tour: the Prussians have taken neo
| French guns since Worth.

| Bwitzerland has sent ten thousand
troops to the frontier to protect her in-
| dependence,




