indirect cause of the brutal murder, in
Tennessee, of four innocent men and
the serious wounding of one woman,
by a mob who were incited to anti-
“Mormon?’’ blood-thirstiness by the
bogus **Red Hot Address,” which was
read to the people of the distriet where
the wmassacre occurred, by a local
preacher.

When the nature of the atrocious
fabrication of the ‘-Liberal’ organ
was eiposed, it attempted to excuse
its perfidity by formulating an ex-
planation made of the same kind of
fibre—it had heep ‘‘imposed upon,” by
some person who had furnished the
¢ Address.’”” These innocent, guilible
caricatugjste had besb mate the Vie-
tims of Jeception. Being childlike
and bland, they doubtless became an
easy prey to the great unknown areh-
deceiver.

Of course, in the light of indisput-
able facts, the NEWS cannot say it has
ever geen ffan untrethful report in the
Tribune’—the Journalistie speecb-in-
venter, caricaturist apd defamer.

—_—

WAGES IN MEXICO.

IN the January number of the
North American Review, M. Romero,
the Mexicen minister, has an article
eptitled **Wages In Mexico.”” Init he
says that trade restrictions between
hie country and the United States are
justiied by American politicians on
the ground that the ““pauper wage’’ of
the one country would bring the lordly
wage of the other down to a common:
standarxd. .

Senor Romero admits that it is very
dificull to present in correct form the
wage systems of Mexico. In mome
placeg a fixed amount Is paid for one
day’s work; in others a given sum is
paid foran agreed amount of work done;
in some others, besides the wagee, ra-
tions are given, which .copgist of
8 certain quantity of grain. How-
ever, the Department of Public
Worke has made some progrees in
collecting iata of the exact wages
paid to farm Inborers in the various
States. The highest average wage per
day is paid 1o Coabuila, Lelng fifty-
three and one-eigbth cents. 'Thelowest
averages eightéen and three-fourths
cents per day, the rate in Nuero Leon
and Aguas (allentes. No datas of an
official kind exists as to labor in other
departments, but from personal observ-
ation it is found that $1.50 per uay is
the prevailing rate on rallroads and
sueh works.

These figures pecm emuall in compari-
80on with rates in the United Btates,
=But when the labor performed 1s con-
trasted, no such disparity appears. A
Mexican bricklayer will not lay more
thap 500 bricks in eleven hours, while
the American bricklayeglays 2,500 in
nine hours. The peon system, am is
¢ommonly supposed, Is mot akin to
slavery, It is true, rich employers
abuse the pystem. Its worst feature is
that in some distrigts by reason of ad-
vances to workmen a few wealthy
plapters can control the abor of & dis-
trict. No employer can hire a peon
unless the latter’s debt i first paid.
Bus the laws of Mexico provide against
such abuses, which_would pot exist if
the laberers were iMelligent enough to
teek the lnw’s protection.

Mr. Romeru’s main point is to de-

monstrate that the Uunited Btater could
not be injured by complete and absolute
trade reciprocity with Mexico, even iu
the article of silver. * 1t costs more to
%roduce silver in Mexico the{n in the

nited Btates, notwithatanding the
high wages la the latter country. In
the City of Mexico printing paper
costs 15 cenfs a pound, in New York
5 cente. The same disparity prevails
in other articles. Bagarie 21 ceuts a
pound in Mexico, and only 5 cents in
New York. Cotton cosis 19 cents a
pound in Mexlco, and flour 5 ceuts,
while In the United States the figures
respsctively are 10 cents and 14 cents
per pound. .

The imperfect transportation syetein
of Mexico adds immensely to the cost
of production. Bugarin one locality
can be produced at 1 cent a pound, yet
in others it sells as high s 25 cents &

pound. At one time the cost of
moving a ton of freight - from
Vera Cruz to DMlexico, a distance
of 263 miles, was 3$330. There

are about 5,000 miles of railway In
operation, but that mileage is not
suificient to dispiace the old pack muie
method, except in very limited acres.

One feature of Mexican life dis-
couragiug to capital is the practice of
feast-day observances. Af one time

the actual one-third of the working
Jdays of the year, not counting
Babbaths, was gziven to religious
festivals. In 1858 feast days were re-
duced by law to six per year. But so
fixed were the habits of the people that
the reform law became inoperative.
The laborer would not work on the
feast day, and there was po punish.
ment provided for refusing to work;
therefore maiters remained praotically
asofold. It 18 this fact which give
foreigners in Mexlco the idea that
pative labor is unreliable. The priests,
it is paid, encourage the habit rather
than oppote it, Lecause it is productive
of revenue to the chureh.

THE HOPKINS' MILLIONS.

By the death of Moses Hopkins,
brother of Mark, the famous California
millionaire, the affalrs of that pluto-
eratic family are once more hrought
before the public eye. When Mark
died he left his widow sole owner and
manager of his many millions. In
time she married a Mr. Searles and
bequeatbed to him at her death all har
vast wealth. An adopted son named
Timothy Hopkins was not mentioned
in her wiil. This led to the notorious
lawsuiton the part of ‘Timothy which
is still in the courte. )

Moses Hopkins, who died recently,
wag Very Indignant at the condust of
his brother’s widow towards her
adopted son, and often expressed him-
eelf very forcibly at the manner in
which Searles influenced the doting
old woman. Moses left weaith to the
extent of $4,000,000. His widow in-
herits $2,000,000 of this sum, Among
the bequests are §200,000 to Timothy
Hopkins, $100,600 to Mary Bopkins,
wife of Timothy, and $10,000 to Lydia,
their little daughter.

This shows that the Hopkins family
regarded Timothy 1n the light of 'a
blood relative, though he was only'an
adopted child. The family burial lot
in Bacramento is srid to be beautifully
lajd out, Mark Hopkivs s buried there.
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Moses often desired to rest the:re also,
but it {s now the property of Buarles,
and no member of the family would
demenn himeelf to ask Searles for per-
mission to uge it. Mosees will be buried
in Vermont.

“LIBERAL" LAWMAKERS.

The following report was submitted
and ndopted at thp neeting of the
Federated Trades Councii last night:

To Utah Federated Trades and Lahor
Council: P

Delegates.—Your committes on legipla-
tion respecttully report:

That there is now hefore both branchos
of the Territorial Legislature bills for the
amelioration and protection of labor, to
wii:

First—Mechanica* lien law.

Second—An act appelnting mining in-
spectora,defining their duties and provid-
ing penalties for neglect of proper safe
guards to employes of mines.

Third—Labor Day a legal holiday.

IYourth— Establishing free employment
offices, -

Fifth—AnD nct to recure to operatives
and lahorers engaged in and about cosal
mines, manufactories of tron and stesl,
and all other mauufactories or buildings
the payment of iheir wages at regular
intervals and in lawfui wmoney of the
United States. ;

So far indications point unfavorably to
the success of those measures which are
Lot needful forthe protection and progress
of organized labor in the Territory. The
mechanics’ lien bill comes from' the
uppor House with two sections relating
to claims of miners strieken out, tbough
no good reason has been aasigned why
the miners should be excluded from the
benefits of the act. In what shape it may
be reconstructed in the lower Houss
remains to be seen. The bill creating a
bhureau of labor statistics was relecied in
commitice. A bill iniroduced by Mr.
Montgomery to fix the liability of rail-
way corporations in case of accident to
employos failed of passage, It was sub-
assquently roconsidercd and the bill
amended by inserting the word *'person'’
after the word “corporation.” Insuch a
torm it would bring the liability to the
doors of every employer hiring men in
dangernus and bazardous pursunits, and
in this simple form meet with the over-
whelming approval of organized labor,
The bill as Amended was defeated by a
vote ot 13 to 9, those wvoting for and
apainst it being:

Ayes—Allen, Arnett, Irvine S\V. H.),
Irvine (J. D.), Montgomery, Moritz, Muc- .
kay, Spow, Tuttie—9.

Noes—Adams, Colton, Cunningbam,
Kimball, Lawr nce, Murshall, NelLeker,
Qlson, Pierce, Pike, Sargent, Stoker,
Wright—13.

The bill introduced by Mr. Moritz for
“An act making elght hours a day's
labor on all public works’” shared a sim-
iTar fate. Wo copy from the House jour-
nal, Thursday, F?ebrunry 1th:

“H. F. No. 23, a bill for an act making
eight hours a day’a labor on all publie
works, '

‘‘Read third time.

“Mr. Kimball moved to strike out the
enacting clause.

‘‘Motion adopted.

“Ayos—Cunningham, Irvine (J. D),
Kimball, Lawrence, Mackay, Marshall,
Neheker, Olson, Snow, Swoker, Tuttle,
Wrrifht-—-IZ.

*Noes—Adams, Allen, Colton, Irvine

W. H.), Montgomery, Moritz, Pierce,
ike, Sargent—*. -

“Absent— A rnott, Ferry—2. "

When it is recollectod that an eight-
hoar law was recommended in the Gov-
ernor’s message; that it was emphasized
in the platforms of all the political parties




