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persons, in their own Jlanguage,
where they were going, they would
have told you they were going to
Zion; they were going to the House
of God that was being reared in the
tops of the mountains., If you had
asked them what they were going
there for, they would have replied,
exch in hils own lapguage: “I am
going to be taught in the ways of
God, and walk in his pathe”—just
a8 the Prophet declared thousands
of yearsago. And this has been
going o in sight of all Christen-
dom. Here is this great people in
the tops of these mountains—differ-
ent from any other people that are
now on the fuce of the earth. And
who has not heard, among the vari-
ou? nations, concerning out perse-
cutions aud the strangeness of our
union? Isthere any educated man
in Christendom that has not read
about this? And if he has had the
Bpirit of God at all—and all
men do have a portion of it—
and hss been honest, he must
have fclt in his heart that
there was something more about
this than usual. The persecutions
that we have endured for the last
five or six years have been published
throughtout the entire civilized
world. There ia scarcely an ear that
has not heard something concerning
us and the attacks that have been
made upon us. We havejpeen adver-
tized us oo other peoplé have been,
and every reading mau in the coun-
try has known something about us.
Inthis way I believe the civilized na-
‘tionsof the earth have heen warned,
and they will be judged according
to the knowledge that they have had
concerning these events which have
been of so striking a character.

But in addition to this, there is
this remarkable union to which I
have referred. How wonderfully
God has manifested this  spirit
among the Latter-day Saints. As
soon as nien and women have heen
baptized in water and had hands
luid upon them for the reception of
the Holy Ghost a new spirit has de-
acended upon them. They left their
parenis, their brothers and sisters;
they left their -children; they left
their frlends with whom they had
associated; they left those whom
they loved with an intense love;
and I have knowu men and women
wlo, before joining this Church,
would as soon have thought of gom-
mitting suicide as of leaving their
homes and gathering with the Baints
of God, the very thought being
exceedingly repugnant to them,
eapecially togo to a distant land and
among strange pesple; but no sooner
bave they been baptized and had
hands laid upon them for the recep-
tion of the Holy Ghost than a
change has taken place. A new
spirit has taken possession of them.
Instead of that overpowering love
for kindred which they formerly
possessed, another love took its
place-—a love for those who were for-
merly strangers to them. Men and
women who had entered into cov-
enant with Gud then became to
them the dearest friends on earth.
And if their fathers and their moth-
ers, and their brothers and s'sters
would not receive the Gospel, in-
stead of that huving the effect

THE DESERET WEEKLYZ

to wean them from the Gos-
pel  and  destroy their love
for it, it ouly had the effect to inten-
gify their affection for the truth and
for those who had entered into cove-
nant with Gud. When men receive
the everlasting Gospel and the
Priesthood, there is a love begotten
in their hearts for their fellowmen
asuch as they never have felt before.
Like the love of Jonathfa for David,
it is “‘passing .the love of women.”’
Ii is stronger than the love of
women. It overpowers it. Not
that it quenches the love of women
or makes it ioproper; but it is a
greater love, it purpaeses it. This is
the love that enters into the hearts
of women who embrace the Gospel,
and causes them to Jove the Elders
of this Church as they never loved
any one before. And it is a pure
love, They love them as they
would angels from heaven. It is
not an unvirtuous love. It is a love
that comes from God. It is the love
of the Holy QGhost, the love of
wurily, the love of truth, the love
that we would have for holy beings
—a part of the love that we have
for God Himself, and for our Lord
and ~“avior Jesus. This love unites
them together with a bond and
gtrength of affection that was never
known bhefore. The restoration of
this Gospel to the earth has begetten
a new love among mabkind. Itis
a Jove that comes from God Himself,
and it is poured out upon His child-
ren, and it makes us one, when we
cherish it as we should do. It
makes us love one another as no
other beings upon the face of the
earth can love, because, as I say, it
is the love of God.

This is bne of the evidences that
the world has of the divinity of this
work, because go where you will
throughout the world, you will find
nothing equal to it, nothing like it.
It is only to le found among the
Latter—day Saints; and it has come
into existence through obedience to
the Gospel of the SBon of God, and
through the outpouring of the Spirit
of God upon us. President Wood-
ruff eaid this morning that when
away from the body of the Saiuts he
felt as though he would have been
glad to have seen a dog that had
been in Utah. I suppose we have
all felt more or Jess of this feeling.
There Is no Elder that has gone
forth that has not felt as though he
could travel hundreds of miles to
gee a Latter-day daint, or an Elder,
or & man that had been in Zion, and
he might be at thesame time nmony
his own kindred.

Bretiiren and gisters, God has
given unlo us this precious gift. Let
us cherish it; and let us bury every-
thing that is eontrary to it so deep
that it wlil Bever have a resurrec
tion. If wehave got any feelings
against our hrethren, let us confess
our feelings to them. If we have
done wrong to any of our hrethren,
let us go aud humble ourselves be-
fore them. If we have wronged our
God, let us go and confesy our sius
to cur God and obtain forgiveness.
Let us dwell together ip love. Do
nol be afraid, in doing so, that we
are humgilinting ourselves; for when
I ask t.“ forgiveness of my brother,
I ask the forgiveness of a man who

is a sinweids well as T am. I there-

fore do not humili.te myself by ask-

ing forgiveness of my fellowmen.

They are all sinners, as I am; ang

if I say that I have sinned, if they

tell the truth, they have sinned also

in their turn. Therefore, 1t is no

humiliation for us to confess our

sins one toanother, and to do every-

thing in our power fo retain this

precious heavenly gift that God

has so liberally bestowed upon us.

Let us have no feelings in our heart
against our brethren or eur sisters.

And when we have committed sin

or done wrong, go to our God in

secret, and pour out our souls before
Him in humility, and confess our
wrongdoings and our siog in His
sight, that He may cleanse us by
Hie power, and sanelify us and
purify us by the power of the Holy

Ghost that He will pour out upon
us. It"we do this, and live in this
manner day by day, God will be
with ug, atl no power ean prevail
against us. If shiould be our aim to
thus liveday by day, so that we
shall he at peace with God and with
each other, that we ean meet our
prethren and sisters and have .no
feeling. except one of love, towarlds
them. Before we leave our bed-
rooms in the morning, we should
take time to commune with God,
and go forth from cur chambers re-
freshed and cleansed, and baptized,
as it were, in the power and Spirit
of God, and begin the day with this
feeling, and carry it with us through
the day in all our associations; if we
are husbands, in cur associations
with our wives and children; if we
afe wives, in our associationg with
our husbands and children; if we
are children, in our =associations
with our parents and with our
brothers and sisters and triends,
This isthe privilege of Latter-jay
Saints. OlL! brethren and sisters,
I would to God that we could al]
feel after our religion, and dive te
its depths and ascertain its powers,
and realize the blessinga that God
has in storefor us. I pray God that
we may do 8o, and that we may be
aseisted by Him in conlending ear-
nestly for these blessiogs. that we
may be kepi free from sin until the
end, and be received into Hig celea-
tial kingdom. Amen.
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TO SELL OR FEED THE GRAIN.

That eereals of all kinds are ap-
preciably higher than a year ago,
and live stock as well isshowing an
increased value, it s a serious ques-
tion with very 1many farmers
whether to feed their gralu to stock
or to sell it direct in the market. Tt
is not always easy to tell at this
season of the year just what is best
in arranging one’s plaus for the
future, but in the average scason
where one 18 in donbt which of the
two courses 1nicated to pursue,
feeding will be found to be the bet-
ter. 'This is true for obvious resgons
whick we need not discuss here; but
the ad vantages of eeliing direct on
the market must be very great to
counterbalance the loss of ferlility
which the constant practice of sell-

ing in this way entaile upon the
farm.— fx.



