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that there is rmom for tems
of thousands of people along
the valley of Grand River, and as
the elevation in the vicinity of
Grand Juuction is about the same as
Salt Lake, fruits, flowers and vege-
tables of every kiud can le raised
by means of irrigation, and as water
ig plentifu] there cun be no limit to
the extent of land cultivable. 1
saw immense peaches for sale,raiged
in Grand Junction, and the potatoe
crops will shut out the Utah tuber
in the future.

As I have reached this point on
the home stretch the reader will ask
“Well, who is going to build this
gap to complete the Hnk. As near
a8 I can find out it looks as though
both the Midland and the Rio
Grande are going to unite on a
junction road—certainly the Rio
Grande Western which was once
the tail of the Rioc Grande dog, is
now the dog that wags the fail on
the Culorado end, This is the way
it looks to me but T am not on the
ingside of facts and figures.

It matters but little who Luilds
the road as long as it is done. There
can be no mistake that it will be a
popular read, and everybhody will
want to ride over it, and if they are
a8 pleased with it as I am they will
be made happy. C. R.Bavaas.

LEBANON TO NAZARETH.

The trip was accomplished
chiefly ou foot, yet an occasional
ride upon a biruss lunged donkey was
not disdained on the worst of roads
or the hottest of stretches. Lebanon
is & ghort mountain range runuing
north and south in what anciently
bore the name of Pheenicia. Tiose
cedars which fornerly graced these
pleasant mouutains, where the mur-
mur of cool fountaing is heard all
over, have nearly disappeared; how-
ever, between Baal-bek and Tyre
there stand less than a dozen very
old Lebunon gedars, which it is
claimed, are remnants of the forest
from which’the axe-men of Hiram
drew wood for the Temple built by
Bolomon. Ounly here and there is a
small grove of cedar saplings foun:l,
planted for inmber fifty or less years
axo by somie Freneh Levantine.
What pature brought forth unas-
sisted was cut dewn. by the Turks
for the tar, rosin and kindling piteh.
These trees furnish, without ever re-
planting, as much as a pinyon.

As Lebannon i8 near the sea, it
receives a heavy nightly dewfall.
Grapes and figs grow and Hourish.
In the best vignobles of Burgundy,
and in the choicest vineyards of the
Roman and Neapolitan Campagna,
or even among the hills of Siecily,
nothing is found to surpass the fe-
cundity of the Mount Lebanon
vines. A single vine, twenty years
old, is cit 8o as to cover a circle of
about five feet diameter. On some
of these the erop is so great that one
almost imagines the vine groaning
under its own weight, as it is found
necessary,as the young grapes swell,
increase and mature, to set up stilts
and supports, many of them under
one vine, to hinder it from breaking
under its sweet and suceulent bur
den, Sometimes the clusters are so
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very thick, heavy and long (ten to
fourteen inches each), and so close
together on the vine—egpecially
if the latter is trinmed close—
that, like the ecluster which the
Israelitish spies carried bhetween
two men from out of the
vineyards of Canaan, it would take
two men today to carry a Lebanon
vine, growing as it does all ina
bunech or eluster,

Lelanon is noted for the great
aumber of ancient sects and religlons
to which its inhabifants profess to
belong. For instance, to show the
ugelessuess of giving their modern
Arabic names to American readers,
guess wlio are the Ziduchie?—the
Hadducees. Therefore I will not
guote names. The Sadduecees, wlho
also live at Antioch, whence I wrote
a litile about them, hold that the
Helirew original says: ¢“The blood
is thesoul of man;”? whereas others
hold that *“The blood is the life of
man.?? Conscquently, a dead man
has no spirit, and resurrection is
impossible; but by some mystical
process, explained with diffieulty,
the blood of man (his soul) is sup-
posed to wend ils way into a dog,
cat, horse, ete., and thus become im-
mortal by a continuous proeess of
metampeychosis or transmigration
of the blood or soul, from one ani-
mal to another: Bo every cat,lizard
or camel a Badducee meets may
chance to be a brother, cousio or
greatgrandfather in disguise; and as
a second conseyuence cruelty to
animals iz tantamount to an in-
fringement of the commandment:
“Thou shalt honor thy father and
thy mother,** ete,

’harisees are feund among the
Moslems, who, besides holding to
all of Mohammed’s injunctions, ob-
gerve the “law?? or five-fifthis (¥ est,
Pentateuch) as laid down Ly Moscs,
keeping the Mohammedan Sabbath
{Friday)and the Jewish (SBaturday).
These carefully attend to ablutions
o wnaghings and prayers on the
squares, highways or markets, wear
long flowing robes and make a great
show of charity on holidays or at
funerals for instance, changing 10
cents into 40 or more ‘““mites®’ of
copper, and with the greatest Orien-
tal pomp and moek piety he puts
this vert-de-grigstained haif-farthing
into the palm of the beggar’s han .l
closing the poor man’s fingers upon
it, so that no one, not eveu the beg-
gar,  should see how insig-
nificant the coln is, and to receive
more honor of passers by, he blesses
the beggar aloud, saying: ¢May
Allah gave thy soul alive; comfort
thy heart; take this gift; go to thine
houee ancifeed thy little ones!*? And
the beggar accustomed to the hypoc-
risy and trained to the business.
knowing thatrit he does not extol
his miserly benefactor, he will never
again receive a coppet, shouts hless-
ings aloud upon our long robetl, itk
girdled Pharisee with  gold and
silver embroidered sandals. “Thy
soWl live forever, and may light

ever be unto thine eyes, thou gener-
ous and savant Effendi”’ (from the
Greelk Authentis—that is scrile or
schelar), “may the Lord return it
unto thee many fold and more,’’
The beggar keeps up a stream of
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“Peace to thy tongue! and sil
thy words! Who asketh thee t?:}'
compliments, thou dog? GOt ny
way and be happy, harass 100, g
bowels with th ne empty wot,o(;d
But secretly itis well undefi.ﬂue
that if the beggar does not coD ;na
to vociferate his culogium, he dust
welter in the sunshine aﬂdbene_
inany a day before his pseudo-P€ag
factor gives another mite: 768
Lelanon are the Druses, & 3P0
of heathens partly counvert clh,
Islam. Thereare many other e
too, some worshiplog i‘lre—-—l’a“”onle
sonie the sun, otlicrs the mO_Oﬂ:Ethh
only the stars, others serving Lo,
sun and moon. Another seck the
ship about a great stone M.
mountaing, which came from 1es
ven [a meteor). The Gad—ﬂy‘w {he
in as & protecting deity—perh.lp:veﬂ
Fly-God of I’hoenecia, and oy
Dagon, the DPhilistine god, ”r
few votaries. Some brutisit ©
remaing among a few—rem
perhaps of the ritesof Moloch. it
know no written seripture of "
and their only idols are represeT
tions of the generative organs. Lebi:
majority, however, in Moun? e
non, are Maronites, acku‘o“’_"ziang,
by the Pope as true ChUisUE,
Their priests or fathers are de”puu
iguorant, yet occasionally s
1 tooth, eurea headache by ma:‘cn:f'
or disenchant a bewitched
cholic”? and relieve a heatv};‘l*, fer
Christiau of disease (generd JlnY'
ver) by singing, dapeing an< f;cru-
ing the drum or strimged 1
ments in his presence. oot
O this trip T stopped four d”‘}’ew-
Rosh-I"inah, one of the eleveﬂd -
ish agricultural colonies settlS: Ty,
der the auspices of Baron Cais the
de Rothschild, of Paris. I3 .m
smallest amd least importantof b,
all, yet to me it seemed r_ﬂol'Bhep des-
ant than a cool fountain in t e
ert. Under the patronagé % .o
Baron if was settled six J'Ealslilies,
ag a trial, by 40 Jewish fml])e!'j"g
chiefly from Rulgaria, nui gt re-
nearly 300 persons. Each celO"S bi-
ceives wheat, schooling, druguii 10
weelkly medieal attendance, 8 jn
franes a month—a very neabP ffee,
this country—for tobaccd, , o ggn-
clothes and table relishes. T g 00l
ditions upon which a persol lts work
onisgt are: He or she mus faem-
personally at  gardening:  “and
ing .or indoor dalry few
similar  employment, Biﬂf the
hours every day. The rest. o e
day can be devoted to an st e
or she likes. The Sahbatht 1 tte OF
kept strictly; not even a Cigar:unsel;
pipe should be lighted frﬂmturdg.y,
on Friday to sunset on si;he 1w
or else the offender breaks teh) On
by “kindling a fire [a M3V ;g of
the Sabbath.» T attended 8 %A
the services at fhe synngog aon
marriage was celebrated, 405
Babbath the feast was made: " At
wine flowed during the dalight’ed
sunset tobacco pipes wer® ul-
and more wine distributed- ation-
garian musicians snru_ck UPC
al and Russian melodies.
dances, with a few waltzth Fiere
tisches and polkas intersper® in
indulged in. The men \f’el’eno
roora and the women it &

compliments while the donor shouts;

dapeing separately.



