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UI1 there a people in all the west
so greatly blest as we are

la there a nation under heaven
to whom a prophet now laIs givel

not one we can discover
I1

nwhow krateirategratefulfuiful then we ought to be
that we can see and hear

A man whom god hath filled with light
joto take the charge and oversight

of zionsziona might and matter

thyuby spirit lord to him impart
I1 A pure heart do give him
dont let him ever ever stray
do nothing wrong bobe led away
to thee I1 pray protect him

jollnjon parmyparry

syBV eiderelder JOHN TAYLORTA OR delivered
in the bowery great sailsalt lakolake city
july 21 1867

reported by david W evans

I1 have been very much interested in
the remarks made by br bywater this
afternoon and in fact I1 was very much
interested in listening to the remarks
made this morning it is difficult for
anybody to rise herehero and place them-
selves under the influence and dictation
of the spirit of god and not advance
ideas and principles that are calculated
to enlighten the mind expand the ca-
pacitypaclit 1 enlarge the understanding and
enablete uaus to appreciate more fully the
blessings of that light life truth and
intelligence which god hasteenhas been pleased
to manifest to us in these last days for
our salvation and exaltation it was
eaidsaid in former days and may with
iqeequalual propriety be said todayto day haphappypy
is tthathat people whose god is the lord it
and if we fall short of obtaining truth
light and intelligence from him what-
ever our situation may otherwise be it
Is very deplorable for us as rational in-
telligenttelligent eternal beings the princi-
ples that are made known by the lord
and enunciated by his servants are eter-
nal and they are not only calculated to
promote our happiness on the earth
but also our hahappinessp hereafter they
go back to far didistantnt times and show
our associations with and relationship
to god they have a bearing on our
presentrbesent existence and haphappinessness and
tphtheyey look forward to somethingng in the
future that is really certain and tantangi-
ble idwhen we talk about the worwonworld
and the confusion folly and evil of its
inhabitants we look at them as they
are we value them at their present
worth we do not expect to compare
ourselves and our hopes with them
and their hopes we have come out
from among the world guided by the
light of revelation by the spirit of eter-
nal truth by the everlasting gospel
which god has sent among us he has
gathered us from the world wowe are noflongerlongerconger of them and we do not expect to
cormcorncomparepare ourselves with them and what
their ideas views and notions with re-
gard to us may be we care but very lit-
tle it is to us a matter of very little
importance we feel desirous to know
what the will of our heavenly father
is we feel desirous to comprehend what
amare the duties and responsibilitiesties that
devolve upon us and wowe feel an emula-
tion in our own bosoms to overcome
the ignorance evil folly and vanity
with which wowe are surrounded that as
the servants of god who have dedicated
themselves to and made a profession of
faith in him we may participate in the
spirit that d wells in and with god that
we as individuals as cities and as com-
munitiesmunimuril ties in this land of saints may
act as becomes saints of the most high
walking in the paths of truth virtue
holiness and purity

A remark was made by br bywater
to the effect that perhaps one of the
weakest arguments that could be ad-
duced in support of any movement
amongst us as a people was one that
touched our temporal ammaffmairsaffairs or our
pockets if we were all perfect this
would be a very weak argument but
we are not we are very imperfect we
are surroundedsurrounded by all the infirmities of
humanbuman nature and we exhibit them in
the varied actions of life and men have
to be dealt with as they are and not as
if they were angels or the spiritsspirit of thetile
yostjost made phrot tetcettt we are surroundedt

with all our infirmities4 weakweaknesses antiand
folliesfol ilealipa and until they HIblehmH overcome witw
have to be governed more or lesslees onnu
the principle that I1 have heard the pre

he I11I likeexpress saysgays would
tto5 lead MEthisi people a littielittle faster but if
they will not come up to myray speed I1
must make mine correspond with
theirs if he did not do thibthis he would
soon be beyond the reach of the people
but hohe has got to be one with us and
we have got to be one with each other
and we must all seek to be one with the
lord

we have been brought up in error
we have been born in sin and cradledcradled
in iniquity we have sucked in super-
stitionsti tion folly and vanity with our mo-
thers milk we have scarcely imbibed
one principle that is true and that will
stand the test or scrutiny of eternal
truth and bear to be compared with the
laws of life asis they emanate from god
the lord has to deal with us as he
bebestmanbeststeancanean just as dedoes with the world
we talk sometimes about the world
what could any ruler do with a deprav-
ed corrupt world with men lost to every
sense of propriety honor integrity and
truthfulness men wallowing in vice
licentiousness fraud and corruption of
every kind whatwhat ruler could govern
such a people no one unless he lis-
tened to correct principles the lord
understood this very well when he
commenced gathering people from
among the nations of the earth by the
preaching of the gospel says he my
sheepsheep hear my voicevolee and know me
and followollow me and a 8strangertranger will they
not follow because they know not the
voice of a stranger god sent forth
his servants to the world to declare the
principles of truth his sheep heard
the voice of mercymerey and obeyed chegosthe gos-
pel and the same spirit and influence
that operated upon them there operates
upon them here hence it is that under
the auspices of the spirit of god we
were gathered together not in a poli-
tical capacity but in a religious capa-
city our moral sense was appealed to
our love of honesty truth and integrity
was appealed to the light of the gospel
as it existed in former days was made
manifest to us we admired it believed
in and obeyed it and through obedi-
ence we received a portion of ththe spiriteSpirit
of god and felt a disposition to listen
to his lawsjaws and to be governed by the
principles of truth and yet how weak
that feeling is still within us how fre-
quently those evil propensities and
powers that operated upon us in former
days still operate upon us and our
minds become befogged beclouded and
dimmed by the darkness with which
the enemy of truth seeks to inspire us
how little we can appreciate the light
life truth and intelligence that beam
forth from god through the medium of
the holy priesthood how little we
appreciate our relationship to and stand-
inging before god and the destiny that is
before us it is very difficult for us to
comprehend correct principles and it
is more difficult still to bring ourselves
into subjection to and to be governed
by them hence we have to be treated
not like men but like children yet
notwithstanding the weaknesses and in
firmities of his creatures neither god
nor his servantsauts feel like destroying
them cutting them ossoff and sending
them to perdition the lord has never
dealt with his people in that way he
is full of magnanimity kindness love
andfind regard for the human family we
read that the savior while upon the
earth wasaiwas tempted in all pointspoints like
unto us yet without sin ttherefore he
is a faithful highpriest and knows how
to deliver those who are tempted we
have our weaknesses our infirmities
follies and foibles it is the intentionfoibleof the gospel to delivereliver us from these
it operates upon the mind and intelli-
gence of man that we may be led from
strength to strength from intelligence
to intelligence from knowledge to
knowledge from one degree of faith to
another victory over one evil and then
over another until we shall see as we
are seen and know as we are known
if we make any little stumbles thetile sa-
vior acts not as a foolish vindictive
manttoitoto knock another man down he
is full of kindness long bufferingsuffering and
forbearance and treats everybody with
kindness and courtesyconrtesy these are the
feelings we wish to indulge in and be
governed by these are the principles
and this is the spirit that ought to actu-
ate every elder in israel and by which
he ought to govern his life and actions
having gathered us together in the po
luonbuonI1 tf on wfwe ndownowow ocelloccupypy we are prepared
mormon r lphiff foto lfhe hv cancilca nril

rovrotr otherothor laifflotflottali iftg we auw abathat the awlorl
beforeeforo uju ij 1414 ow of tile brightest that habhas4

ever attiattlattractedanted the attention of the hu-
man mind one in which god calculates

to elevatand exalt us notnat only on the
earth butbutt in the heavens god has
commenced to establish hisbis kingdom
on the earth and ilehe will accomplish
his own purposes in his own time and
bring to pass hishla designdesignss with regard
to a world lying in wickedness

we sometimes reflect on the situation
of the world and feel as though we
would be glad to see them destroyed
now no right feeling man has a wish of
this kind in his heart we should be
glad to see iniquity destroyed but un-
fortunately the workers of iniquity
would have to snare in thatcatastrophe
we should be glad to see evil rooted out
of the earth and we know that if men
will not submit to the law of god by
and by however painful it may be
their destruction will be consummated
and we know as has been referred to
that all governments and kingdoms
having the elements of destruction
within themselves must necessarily

and we know that if we couldcoul
have just laws ajust administration I1if
we could havhavee the revelations of the
great god for our guide and men in-
spired by god foforr our rulers if we could
have what the israelites prayed for and
what the prophets have prophesied
about the lord for our king the lord
for our judge and lawgiverlaw giver and have
him to reign over us there is no right
thinking man on the earth no matter
what his principles may be but what
would apappreciate such a system etof
things as teatthat but they despair of ac-
complishingcomplishing it and they may well des-
pair for with the materials that they
have it would be impossible to bring
about such a result you may take a
graft from any poor tree there is in ex-
istence and graft it once or ten thou-
sand times and it will still bear its
like but if you can get a better graft
and have that implanted there then
you may have a chance ofhaving better
fruit

the lord has commenced on this
principle he has revealed himself
from the heavens and has restored cor-
rect principles whichwhich are calculated to
elevate ennoble and exalt the human
mind and having commenced this it
will be like the little leaven jesus
speaks of it will work and work until
the whole lump is leavenedleavleaveebedfaed and has be-
come indoctrinated or inducted into the
family of god and become heirs ofhim
and joint heirs with jesus christ hav-
ing a relationship to our heavenly fa-
ther that will live and exist while
life and thought and being last or im-
mortality endures it is upon this
trinIrinprincipleprincipleciple and upon no other that the
knowledgenowledge of god will ever cover the
earth as the waters cover the deep

this is the work that lies before the
saints of god but it will not be done
all at once it will be a work of time
and progress and will require a contin-
ual warfare with evil corruption error
and vice in all their varied forms it
is the greatest blessing that can be pos-
sessed by this or any other people on
the face of the earth to have the word
of god among them and then it is a
great blessing when men can up recireel
claceelace that word and honor botandgod and
his servants and obey his laws this
is what we are seeking to attain to
bring our passions thoughts reflections
and feelings and everything pertaining
to us in subjection to the law of god
that as wise children under the guid-
ance of our heavenly father we may
be able to fulfillfulfil our destiny on the earth
whatever that may be and prepare our-
selves for an everlasting inheritance in
the celestial kingdom of our god

the fact is god has commenced to
regenerate the world but the world
does not know it and we sometimes
hardly understand it we become cap-
tivated and carried away by every little
foible and folly that we see around us
we can only understand these things
as we live our religion and sf4 the spirit
of god reveals them to us and if we
want to know more we must seek for
more of the spirit of god which gives
wisdom light and intelligence anand en-
ables us to see things as they are and as
they ought to be if menman are living in
the enjoyment of that spirit there is no
difficulty about false doctrines or errors
of any kind or evil passions for it will
lead them into truth and will enable
them to overcome all that is evil and if
we eenjoy11 oy that spirit we shall feel better
and applerhappier and we shall not see so
many faulbfault in ourcur neighbors or in the
iiprie ibold uror nn with
the Kingdorndoin of godgod for MSaus hieHIP ilehrliehr off
god metile revelations of the moatmgt highjugh
lnaina the hearts of the saints they
willwillbebe oueoile with each other with the

servants of God mithI1with Ggod
J

od our heheaven-
ly

iven
1 father and withmith jesus christ our
lord and savior jegustjesus rayedprayed most
divdevoutlyoutly forfoi this when aboutout leaving
theeartathe earth said he neither pray I1 for
these alone but for them also which shall
believe on me through their word that
they all maybemay be one this is the kind
of feeling we should cherish

with regard to the world I1 know
there is a feeling that president young
Is illiberal in his remarks somebomesometimestimis
and that we ought to feel more like ca-
tering to their prejudices and feelings
I1 do not think so I1 think it is one of
the greatest blessings we can have to
have somebody to tell us when we are
wrong and does president young or do
any men of intelligence in this church
and kingdom have feelings of enmity
towards the world I1 do not think they
have I1 have seen president young
travel thousands and thousands ofmiles
without purse or scrip to preach the
gospel of salvation to the world does
thathat show that he is an enemy to the
world there Is no man of reflection
and good judgment but what would say
to the reverse we havebave come out from
among the world for the express pur-
pose of serving god and keeping his
commandments building up zion and
establishing hishis kingdom upon the
earth are there not men in the world
who seek to do right and try to be just
and equitable in their acts yes and
there are areaare a great many who seekbeek to
do wrong who are full of lascivious-
ness corruption and evil a great many
who would seek to lead us down the
paths of death and destruction and
shall not the shepherd who stands on
the walls of zion lift up his barninwarning
voice what is the good of a shepshepherdberiberg
if he does not do that who does not
know that combinations have been en-
tered into from time to time right
here in our midst for the purpose of un-
derminingdermining the virtue of this deoppeopleI1 e
who does not know that the publiopublic
prints in the eastcast have been very pro-
fuse in their recommendations to send
out fine fast young men to utah what
for to corrupt our virtue and to bring
us down to their own level who does
not know that we have had organiza-
tions in our midst plotting night after
night to effect the political and social
destruction of this people and seeking
to undermine their virtue are wwe
the serBerservants of god to sit still and not
lift a warning voice in14 relation to these
things are we to go handband and glove
with the world no we are not of the
world god has chosen us out of the
world to be his people that we may babe
subject to his laws and bow to his au-
thoritythority do we plot against the virtue
of any man god forbid Is there any
man on the face of the earth who can
bring a charge of this kind against the
elders of israel I1 defy them desuswe sus-
tain all virtuous principles here and
everywhere in the world where our lot
may be cast did we ever go as elders
or as messengers of any kind among the
nations of the earth and interfere with
the rights and privileges of the people
or seek to overturn the government of
any nation never we were always
subject to the law authority rule and
dominion prevailing in the nations in
which we have sojournedsojourned what right
havebave others then to inteinterfere with us
none shall we allow them to do it
no in the name of israels god wwe1b will
not the congregation saideaid amamen1en
we will root out the workers of iniqui-
ty and maintain purity and virtue
when men come among us who are hon-
orable and virtuous we will treat them
accordingly but when men come among
us and seek to destroy our virtue sup-
plant our institutions and try to putputaa
sword to the neck of the good honest
and virtuous in the name of israels
god we will oppose them with all the
might god shall give to us the con-
gregationgregation saisalsaidsalddamenamen these are our
principlesprinciples what good honorable man
inn the world would nonotnov sanction them
there are none but what would every
virtuous man and woman would submit
to principlescaples of this kind and say it isito
raright19 t

there is another point to which I1
would refer here that all men are not
depraved as it is said by some but the
natural instinct of man as president
young has remarked is to do good

may god help us to do right and keep
ilishis commandments that we may be
saved in his kingdom in the name of
jerus amen

five womenwom n arpareare editors of papers in
iowaiown woman has fonie of berher writes
in that statestute


