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THE DESERET WEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

SLANDEROUS HISTORY.

Mr. Wilson Odell of Hominy Falls,
Nicholas county, West Virginla, sends
to the “News™ on article written by
one Arthur M'Lean and printed In the
Methodlst Episcopal Advocate of Sut-
ton, in that state, which deals with
Mormonism and {ts founder, the

Prophet Joseph Smlith. Mr. Odell states
that he s not a Mormon but that Mor-
mon misslonarjes have often been at
his house, and that he regards them as
perfect gentlemen, He sugpgests that
the “News" reply to the clipping.

Mr. M'Lean's artlcle begins abruptly
with this sentence: “*Among the great-
est stalns on America‘s hisrtory is Mor-
monism.” This declaration 1s a suth-
-cient fndex of what follows, which
embraces some sarcastic remarks about
the people who become converted to
Mormonism, and the reiterated asser-
tion that the Elders who convert them
are igrorant and illiterate. If Mr.
M'Lean were to make such statements
and misrepresentations as are con-
tained in his article, on his own re-
sponsibllity and alleged Information,
it would be an easy matter to dlspogse
of him and his utterances to the satis-
factlion of candid persons. But he sup-
ports his asgertions, and his character-
jzatlon of the Mormon people, by a
lengthy gquotntionz from the Eclectle
History of the United States,

The work named purports to give
a condensed narrative of the early rise
and progress of the Mormon Chureh,
and a brief biography of {ts prophet-
founder, It is & crime in any hiaterian
to pervert truth and falsify history In
the manner in which these things were
done hy the author of the work
quoted by Mr. M'Lean. He har made
himself a decelver of muititudes te-
specting sacred things. and has placed
upon an innocent people the burden of
proving to the world that thev and
their leaders aré not gullty of the
things with which he charges them.

But such & ¢rime bhringa its own pun-
jshment, In this age of free discus-
slon and an omnisclent and omnipotent
press. the truths of modern and current
histery cannot be suppressed nor per-
verted permanently: and the writer
who, in the semi-sacred character of a
historian, In a record designed for the
inetruction of posterity. deliherately
characterizes n people as lacking the
very virtues that comprise thelr most
prominent traits, will, as certainly as
the sun continues on his course in
the heavens, bhe convicted of the
calumny he has perpetrated; his writ-
ings will be distrusted. his memory will
be detested, and he will be consighed to
the contempt and obllvion he deserves.

The account of Mormonism given by
the work relied upon by Mr. M'Lean
may be brlefly disposed of by simply
remarking that it was written from the
standpolnt of a reckless enemy. rather
than of a painstaking and Impartial in-
vestigntor, and with a view to popu-
larity rather than the presentation of
historical truth. This description, with
more or less modification, will fit a vast
mass of literature, purporting to give
the truth ahout Mormon histery and
doctrine, which has lssued from the
press, particularly In the United Btates,

during the lifetime of the re-
ligious society that has been
the subiect matter. That soclety was

long regarded with almost universzal
prejudice, and 1t was a rare thing for
an author not a member of it to dis-
play eourage enough to tell the truth
about lt. This fact should be remem-
bered In connectlon with the axfom
that A man‘'s friends rather than his

foed should be applied to for correct
information concerning him.

In the early history of Christianity
there were two classes of historians.
one of whom held that Jesus was an
Imposter, a false teacher, a blasphemel
and a traltor to the =state, and that
111a rollowers imitated His crimes:
while the other declared that He was
the embodiment of all that was pure
and good. and the very Son of God,
while His followers taught and praec-
ticed a system of religion far In ad-
vance of anyv other known among men.
The people of that age were left to
choose which records and witnesses
they would belleve.

It is 8o in this age in the case of the
Prophet Joseph Smith and his follow-
ers. Those who care nothing for the
truth, can easlly read and hear about
the Mormons an unlimited quantity
of stuff that is false and slanderous.
much of which purports to be dignified
and authentlec history; while those who
really desire to know the truth, can
easlly ind |t, God has sc arranged the
matter for purpeses dictated by His
own infinite wisdom,

A BENSATIONAL FREACHER.

In the person of Rev. Sherman HIilL
Butte has a preacher who seems to be
somewhat given to sensationallsm. On
Sunday evening last he preached a ser-
mon on “Manhood or Mammon?" and

undertook to show that in Amerlca
mammon was getting away with man-
hood. He cited many {llustrations of
this idea - by showing that greed for
gold was becoming the chief character-
{stlc of Americans, and that they would
engage in many vocations and lines of
business that were sinful, for the sake
of the money to be made out of them.
He cited particularly the saleon. the
sensatlenal newspaper and the lobby-
tst. In the course of hls sermon, as
printed in the Butte M!ner, appears
this paragraph:

*When Important legislation agalnst
Mormonism—a standing 8shame
American decency—was pending. cer-
tain merchants in New York—Amer-
fca’s example of Mammonism—tele-
graphed certulp members of Congress:
‘New TYork sold 313,000,000 worth of
goods to Utah last year. Hands off!" ™

So anti-Mormon Jeglslation pending destroy non-partisanism

in Congress was opposed by New York
merchants who claimed to have sold
thirteen million dollars® worth of goeds
In Utah in one year. This s news to the
parties that were chiefly interested at
the time. It is doubtful If that much
merchandlese was ever jmported Iinto
Ttah in any single year prior to the end
of the "raid,” from all cutside points
put together, to say nothing of the
single city of New York,

There were merchanta in New York
whe favored the anti-Mormon legisla-

tion that was passed by Congress, and

there were other ‘merchants in that
city who opposed it. But the opposi-
tion to it couldn’t swing In Utah a
thirteen militon dollar annual trade,

York have ever rendered to the deceit-
ful god, their lot in a future state will
be much more agreeable than n great
many people expect that it wil] be,

THE CAUCUS RULES,

The Democratic organ this morndng
hag thé following announcement in re-
lation te the City Council's proceedings
last evening:

“In harmony with the plan adopted in
caucus by the majority of the City
Council, the committee on sewerage de-
cided last evening to defer reporting
upon the appointment of Frank C, Kel-
sey to succeed himself as clty engineer.
Councilman Wallace wanted a faveor-
able report agreed to. but Howe, Rob-
ertson and Margetts feit in duty bound
to hold up the appointment for a time,
at least. Buckle did not vote either

way.

"Like Fire Chief Devine., whoesge ap-
pointment is still in midair, Engineer
Kelsey will have to await the rjsing
of a lucky star or the acceding by the
Mayor of some of the just demands of
the Councii majority before he can say
that he has crossed the quicksands.™

The cltizens and taxpayers thus have
placed before them an offensively
frank avowal-—with whatever force It
may have coming from such a source—
of the tixed and deliberate purpese of
that portion of the City Counci) which

constitutes the working parts of what
fs fast assuming the nature of a care-
fully constructed political machine. The
Mayor has sent to the Council nomina-
tions for the heade of three clty de-
partments, namely, police. fire and en-
gineer's; and he has also named a
lady for the position of police matron.
Pursuant to the determination of the
caucus, these appointments are to be
hung up until the Maver accedes 10
“some of the just demands of the Coun-

cil majority.” It has been pointedly
intimated by the Demeocratic organ
that the Mayor's alleged choice for

head of the waterworks department
will be treated in the same way as soon
as sent In,

In other words a deadiock is on un-
less the Mayor. who represents non-
partisanism, surrenders to the caucus.
which comprises the working parts of
the,_machine. It is not of much con-
sequence who manlpulates the wires
and levers that control this machine:
the issue Is one of law and principle
rather than of men. The purpose of the
machine and its manipulators {8 to
in this city.
and to enthrone, securely and per-
manently, the polltical boss apd his
satellite, the ward heeler, Political con-
spiracies and mnot business principles
are to prevall in the management of
municipal affairs.

The problem of Thetter, purer and
cheaper government for 1Ttah’s eapital
Is heing worked out  beautifuliy.
Every session of the City Councit con-
veys to the overburdened taxpayers
and all sensible and patriotic citizens
the most vivid object lessons that show
the necessity of creating, at the next
election, a City Councll from , which
every vestige of partisan politics shall
ba eliminnted. and choosing men for
official nositfon who owe their power

nor more than a small fruction of that.and their highest allexiance to the peo-

amount: nor was it strong enough In
any place or direction to prevent Con-
rress from passing harsh and eruel
laws, notably the act cenflscating and
eacheating private property. which the
sober judgment of that
wards condemned and repealed,

for the enforcement of which it mnderﬂﬁ"miﬂK his appointments

partial restitution.

If the service of mammon to the ex-
tent of shielding the Mormon people
‘from adverse legislation i8 the most
devoted mervice the merchants of New

body after-!Mayor, are utterly dishonest
and ' ¢ritieal, and that the real objection to

ple and not to the party. Every ses-
glon of the city solons makes it plain.
er and plainer that the objectiona
urged against one after another of the
heads of department: chosep by the
nd hypo-

fa that
they will. if confirmed. stren=then the
non-partiran cause and corresponding-
ly weaken that of the political boss
and heeler.

The caucus proposes to compel the



