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wayside then came a moment that
deemed propitious for presenting their

claims for recognition utah was now
united states territory its settlement
had passed beyond the stage of experi-
ment permanence growth and ulti-
mate prosperity were well assured
the pregnant year of 1849 had come
and its early symptoms were in jhb
highest degree significant and promis-
ing numerically weak but sincerely
valiant utah was ready to assume the
obligations and responsibilities olof
statehoodtate hood early in march a conven-

tion was held in great salt lake city
a constitution was framed and adopted
the name deseret was selected and
a petition to congress borne by almon
W babbitt as delegate was sent to
washington asking for admission into
the union

thisibis was long before the days of the
iron horse or even the pony express
days weeks and months might elapse
before the people heardboard agalaagain from
their petitionpetit ioDoi but american govern-
ment they were determined to bavero
they forthwith proceeded to elect of-
ficers of the provisionalprovit ional state and toin
july their representatives convened in
legislative assembly not until sep
ember of the following year septem

herbar 9 1850 as our coat of arms tells us
was the petition answered and then

instead of statehood utah was given
a territorial form of government it
took time to get the news from the
national capital to the distant colony
but as soon as practicable thereafter
governor brigham young our first
governor took the oath of office and
the lawslawn of the provisional state were
adopted and legalized for the new terler
eltoryrl tory

As already said this first statehood
convention met early in 1849 in the
month of march the second one also
abet in march but seven years later
1856 again was a constitution framed
again the name of deseret choser and
george A smith and john tayltayler1
were chosen delegates to present the
matter to congress

seven years more elapsed and the
flames of civil war made the continent
eurid with their fury utah was still
out in the cold but still craving ad-
mission the project was agitatedagitateti ourdur
luging the close of 1861 and thebe idea of
again asking for statehood met with
such favor that in january 1862 the
third constitutional GODTconventionOntOn was
bold the memorial to congress was
entrusted to george Q cannon and
william H hooper as delegatesdelegate a lowfew
weeks later 9thesebase delegates were elected

senatorskenaAwntors for the proposed statestale at the
M bernhiselBern biselameme time john was

lootedelected representative in Congcongressresep and
pending admission territorial delegate

lgIs and in the following june too
memorial and constitution were pre
dented in each house of congress no
action having been taken on the peti-
tion the legislature of the state of01

deseret which hadbad formally but hope
tullyjully kept up the semblance of its reg-
ular sessions met for the last time in
1865 and pawedpassed out of existence for
beverver

seven years had been the interval
between the first and second and the
second and third of these unavailing

endeavors to obtain permission to en-
ter

an-
ter the union of states A hiatus olof

ten years now intervened and we come
to the notable convention of february

1872 a famous gathering participated
in by leading men of altall parties and
various factions in the territory bar-
ring the somewhat incongruous at-
tempt of one delegate to defeat the
movement by immediately moving to
adjourn sine die this able and repre-
sentativesenta tive gathering was characterized
by thoroughness statesmanship liber-
ality and eloquence in lopsleva than two
weeks it bad formed a state constitu-
tion and memorial to congress and
elected as delegates to preventpresent the
same george Q cannon thos fitch
and frank fuller four days later
these delegates started for washington
and a month afterwards the
ture again hoping for favorable action
on the Terri torys petition elected wm
H hooper andana thos fitch as united
states senatorsfena tors

again a lapse otor ten yeats and the
territory fifth constitutional conven-
tion was called into exlexistencestance april
1882 during that month it framed
and adopted a constitution in may the
people ratified the instrument in june
the convention reassembled prepared
a petition and selected as dele ates to
present the same to Conicongressgress john T
calnecaine william H hooper james
sharp william W riterbiter F 8 rich-
ards D BH peery and W D johnson
Jjrr

this petition like its four predeces-
sors fell upon unwilling ears but still
another attempt the sixth was made
the convention met in june 1887 it
completed and adopted a constitution
on july eth and luiu october adopted
the usual memorial upon the work
of that assembly as upon those that
had gone before the sympathetic his-
torian hadbad had to write lovelovesa labor

itif I1 have gone thus hastily over the
six distinct and determined endeavors
of the people of utah to secure forforttheirbeir
commonwealth a place in the union
and for their star a corner on the flag
it is notdot that I1 might now go into detail
concerning the steps and stages of pro-
gress during more recent times lead-
ing up to the position we this
day occupy ratherbather would I1 ask
you to bestow a momentsmomentis attention
upon certain comparisons and results
unique and noteworthy that deserve
a passing thought it has shown that
in lession than two years from the arrival
of its first settlers utah declared her-
self ready for statehood and anxious to
assume its responsibilities anad instance
of precocity for government that when
all conditions are recalled nasass no
laralparallellel in american history if this
was not an example of a state being
built in a day it represents as nearly
that phenomenon as the movement olof
mankind and the course of communi-
ties havebare yet been able to do it we
have seenmen that notnet only once or twice
but six times were our requests pre-
sented with all attendant form and cir
comstancecumstance and as many times denied

an incident that tois almost without a
parallel in the history of american
commonwealths the minutes of the
congresses before which thesetheme several
petitions were brought reveal that in-
deed few at any time were the cham-
pions of the new state feeble and scat-
tering the voices raised in its favor a
circumstance which taken lain connec-
tion with all the conditionsconditiongs is hardly
lessleft remarkable than the other inci-
dents noted but by far thebe most ex

comparison as it is also the
most infinitely gratifying remainsno to
30 drawn with a unanimity that

scarcely ever witnessed Uuponpon Isa
proposition of any magnitude much
lesslesi upon so important a queequestiontion asac
the extending of the federal sisterhood
by admitting another member into thefamily circle first the committees of
both houses of congress and then the
housesbouses gloriously carriedutaha enabling act to its consconsummat-
ion

uram
hardly a voice was raised

against it either in the of
committee room or in the open pub
lucity of congressional session indeed
sentiment throughout the land waswaa
turned overwhelmingly in our favor
and the movement was so marvellousmarvmarellousvenous
and irresistible that human explana-
tion can scarcely be found for it brief
as my remarks must necessarily be I1would be guilty of ingratitude did 1Ifail to mention asan would the people ofat
utah did they fail to appreciate the un-
remitting offices of prominent and influentlalial friends not resident of theterritory who felt that the time hadbed
come for herbar emancipation and whoardently and untiringly labored to
effect that endand on an occasion of
general rejoicing like the present their
friendship should be remembered and
their services properly estimated in the
realization of our and their endeavordeavonen
so that if on thlethis day of our gladnessglad neca
we can think without reproaches of the
delays and disappointments of wethe
Ppastset with bow much more satisfaction
and pride cincan we regard this record of
the presentpresetillI1 barely the people of utah
are to be congratulated that among
all the anomalies and
their history none is more remarkable
and eloquent than this most hearty in-
vitationvi this universal welcome to an
honored place at the national board

reminiscence may nownew give WwayRY to
grateful consideration of the duties
and responsibilitiesdill ties about to be aft
fumed in the governors proclama-
tion which has just been read we note
the first move toward the realization

the boon that awaitsof us the ansuc-
ceeding steps are not many but they
are importantt to the last degree we
must enter upon them with egiearnest-
ness

ruest
with thoughtfulness with pa-

triotism I1 plead for the revival and
manifestation of the spirit of 1776 for
the courage the charity the exaltation
of character that marked the father
course and which have made them
united states of america the greatest
nation on the earth I1 would rebuke
and banish narrownessnarrowneu sectionalismsectionalim
intolerance and trickery in every garb
and form upon the shining robe of
the fair nownew state therehere must be neither
patch nor stain time enough haabus
been given and enoughOUgh tillstill reinaremailinN
for the calm study of all the lo
that nowBOW more closely confront usas incharity toward one another in loyalty
to the pattern which Is givenbiven in UWthe
inspired national constitution in am

to follow the right whose path
may sometimes be stony but in always
straight in devotion to our posterity
our country and our god let us prepare
a charter which shall be a credit tb vuus
a comfort to those who may hereafter
live under itsit a delight to all who
shall scan it

this isin the duty of the presenil itif
one today know how we shall
fulfill it the tollingtelling of outour future werewem

3


