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wayside, Then came a moment that
seemed propitioue for presenting their
claimao for recognition. Utsh was now
United States territory; its settlement
had peesed beyoud the stage of experi-
meni; permanence, growth and uiti-
mate progperity were well-assured.
The pregnant year of 1849 bad come,
and Ite early symptoms were In the
highest degree significant and promie-
ing. Numerically weak but sincereiy
valiant, Utabh was ready to aesume the
.obligations and responsibilities of
statehood. Esrly in March a conven-
tion was held in Great 8alt Linke City;
.a cpnatitution was framed and adopted,
the name Deserel was gelected; and
a petition to Congress, borne by Almon
W, Bebbitt ss delegate, was gent to
Washington asking for admission iuto
the Unlon.

This was long before the days of the
.iron horae, or even the pony expreses.
Days, weeks and montha might elapse
betpre the people heard again {rom
their petitiop; but Amerioan govern-
ment they were determined to have; sp
they forthwith proceeded to elect of-
ficers of the provizipnslstate, and in
.Jualy their repreeentatives convened in
.egislative assembly. Not until Bep-

ember of the following year—Beptem:
ber 9, 1850, apour coat of atma telle us
. —was the petition snswered, and then
Jnstead of statebood, Uiabh was given
& territorial form of government, It
topk time to get the news from the
.pational capital to the distant colony,
but a8 soon a8 praptiozble thereafter,
Governpor Brigbam Young, ocur first
governor, took the oath of office, and
the lawa of the provisionsl state were
adopted aod legalized for the new te:-
ritory.

Ap already ssld, this first statebood
convention met early in 1849—jn the
month of March, The second one also
met in Mareh, but reven yeats later—
1866. Agein wae a constitution framed,
sgain the name of Deseret ghosern; ana
George A. Smito snd Jobn Tayler
were chosen delegates to present the
matter to Congress.

Seven years more elapsed, and the
flames of civil war made the continent
Jurid with their tury. Utah wae etill
.out io the ocold, but still craving ad-
4miselon. The project was agitateu dur-

Ang tbe close of 1861, and the ides of
.agsin seking for statehood met with’
,suph favorthatin January, 1862, the
.third constitutional ceonvention was
+held, The memor!al to Congress was,
,entrusted to George Q. Ceunon and
William H. Hooper as delegates} a few
vweeks Inter these delegates wereelected
_senaiors for the proposed staie; at the
sseme time Jobhn M. Bernhisel was
.glected repreeentative in Congress, and
pending sdmisulon, territorial delegate
alsw; sod in the following June toe
memorial snd eoustitution were pre-
sented in each house of Congress, No
action baving been taken on the petl-
tion, the legislature of the state ol
:Deseret, wbich had formally but hope-
fully kept un thesemblance of ite reg-
ular sessions, met for the last lime in
-1865, and passed put of exlstenoe for-
. eNer.
~ Heven years had been the interval
~between the first snd eecond, and the
secdnd and third of these unavalling
endeavots to outain permission to en-
ter the Unlon of states, A hiatas o)
ten yeunts now Intervened, and wecome
.tp the notable convention of February,

1872—a famous gathering, participated
in by lesding men of afl parties and
various factions in the Territory. Bar-
ring the romewhat incongruous at-
tempt of one delegale to defeat the
movement by immediately moving to
adjourn sine die, tbis able and repre.
sentative gathering was characterized
by tbhoroughness, statesmanship, liber-
allty snd eloquence. [n less than two
weeks jt had formed & state constitu-
tion and memorial to Congrese and
elected s delegates tp present the
ssme, George Q. Canoon, Thos. Fitob
sod Frank Fuller. Foar deys later
thesa delegates started for Wazshington
and a month afterwards the Legislz-
tare, again boping for favorable action
ob the Territory’e petition,elected Wm,
H. Hooper and Thos. Fitch as United
States Fenators.

Agsin a lapse of ten yesis, snd the
Territory fifth conpstitutional conven-
tion wae ¢aelled into existence— April,
1882, During tbst month It framed
and adopted s constitution; in May the
people eatifled the Instrument; in June
tbe convention ressgsembled, prepared
a petition and eelected as dele. ates to
present the same to Congress, John T.
Caine, William H. Hopoper, James
8barp, Willism W, Riter, F. 8. Rich-
jrds, D. H. Peery,and W. D, Johneon,

I.

Thie petition, like its four predeces-
sors, fell upon unwiiling ears; but stlli
another attempt, the sixth, was made,
The convention met in June, 1887; it
completed and adopled a constitution
on July 7tb, and 3u Qotober adopted
the ueual memorisl. Upon the work
of that aesembly, a8 upon Lbose that
had gone before, the sympatbeti¢ his-
totian head had to write, “‘love’s labor
IgaI??

If I have gone thus bastlly over the
slx Jistinet snd determined endesvors
of the people of Utah to secure for their
commopnwealth & place in the Union,
and for thelr star a cornet on the flag,
it is not that I might now go into detal!
eoncerning the stepe and stagea of pro-
gress during more recent times lead-
ing up to tbe position we this
day oceupy. Rather would I ask
yUu Lo bestow a moment’s attention
upon ceriain comparisons and resulis—
unlgue and noteworthy-that deserve
s passing thought., It has ehown that
fn less thap two years from tbe arrival
of its first settlers, Utah declared her-
self ready for statebood and anXious to
mpeume |ta responsibilitiea—an instance
of precocity for government that, when
all conditions are recalled, hes 0o
parailel in Amerlcan history. Lf this
was not an exumple of a state belng
puilt In & day, it represents as nearly
that phenomenpn as the movement of
mankind and the course of communi-
ties have yet been able to do it. We
have seen that net only once or twice,
but slx times, were pur requests pre-
sented with all attendant form and oir-
cumstance—and as many timee denled
—an incldent that is Almost without a
paralle} in tbe history of Americen
commonwealths. The minutes of the
Congresves before which these several
petitions were brought, reveal that in-
deed few at any time were the cham-
plone of the new state feeble and scat-
tering tbe volces raleed in Its favor—a
circumetance which, taken in conneo-
tion with all the conditione, 18 hardly
less remarkable than tbe other ipnel-
dents noted. But by far the most ex-
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traordinary comparison—as it ie alag the
most Infinitely gratifylng—remainsg tp
be drawn., With a unsnimity that
was scafcely ever witnessed upon s
proposition of any megnitude, much
less upon sp lmportant & question as
the extending of the Federul sisterhapd
by sdmitting anotber member into the
family circle, first the ‘committeesy pf
both houser of Congress, and then the
houses themeelves, gloriously uarrjed
Utah*s enabling aet to its consumma-
tion. Hardly a voice was raiged
against it, either in the receages pf
committee room or 1o the open pub-
loity of congreesional resBion, Indeed
sentiment throughout tbe langd wa’g
turned overwhelmingly In our fawge:
and the movement wae Ep marvellou.r_:
and irresistible that bumsn explana-
tlon oan scarcely be found for it, Brier
Bé my remarkes must neceesari)y pe, I
wonld be gulity of Ingratltude did’ I
fail to mention, a8 would the people pf
Utab did they fail to appreciate, the ur-
remitting offices of prominernt and jp.
fluential friende, bot resident of the
Territory, who felt that the time had
come for ber emancipation, and who
ardently snd untiringly labored ¢p
eflect that end. On sb opceesion pf
general rejoicing like the present, thefr
friendship should bYe remembered ang
their services properly estimated ip the
reatization of our and their endegvors
So that, if on this day of oar gladnes:;
we can tbink without reproaches of the
delays and dissppointments of the
past, with bow much more satisfactipp
and pride can we regard this recprd of
the preseni! Burely the people or Utah
afe to be congratulated that, among
all tbe anomalies snd pecullarities of
their history, none is more remarkable
snd eloguent thun this most hearty in-
vitation, thie universal welcome to an
bonored place at the national board.

Reminlscence may new give way tp
gratelnl consideratipn of the dytjes
and responeibilities sbout tp pe gg.
summed. In the Governor’s proolame-
tion which bas just been fead, we note
the first move toward the realizatipp
of the boon tbat aWails ue. The sye-
ceeding steps Bfe hot mMBDY, but they
are importest to the 1ast degree. We
must enter mpon them with earpest-
ness, with thoughtfulness, with pa-
triotism. I plead for the revival and
manilestation of the spirit of 1776; for
the courage, tbe charity, the exaltatjon
o! characler that marked the fathers’
couree, and whioh have made thease
United Btates of Americs the greatest
pation on the earth, I would rebuke
and banish nafrownees, sestinnalism,
intolerance and trickery in every garb
and form. Upono the shining robe of
the fair new stata there must be pneither
pateh npor staln, Time encugh hes
been given, and enough stil] remaine
for the calm study of 8ll the quuatlom;
that now more closely confropt ues., In
oharity towsrd obe another; in loyalty
to the pattern which is glven in the
Inspired national Constitution; in am-
bition to follow the right, whose path
may eometimes be stony but iy always
etraight; in devotion to our posterity,
our country and our God, let us prepare
& churter whioh shall be 8 oredit th us,
8 oomfort to those who may hereafter
Hve under it, a dellght to all who
skall scan it.

This 18 the duty of the preseni] If
one today might know bhow we shall
fulAll it, the telllpg of our future were



