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kipkeep off the main streets and preached
inid the streets where there was no traffic
but we were doing too well there so the
ministers had us stopped we are now
holding our metmeetingstings in lots where the
people will let us and also in houses
some of the other denominations com-
menced to hold their meetings on the
streets but they were stopped also
they wanted to know why they were
stopped and the chief of police informed
them that if he stopped one he would
stop all yes said they but we are
christians we are not mormonscormonsMor mons

I1 am very pleased to say we are get-
ting more Iri enOs and the work otof the
lord isis goingc toto prosper here in carbon-
dale

aghthereere are four elders in carbon-
dale now elders D T edwards E T
burton george E asper and thomas
blackburn

on july aist we began our outdoor
meetings inin a town called olyphant
where elders W W crocket and A XA
fuller are laboring and every tuesday
evening since the above date we have
held our meetings there I1 am very
pleased that with the blessings of the
lordlord the eyes of many people are
beginning to be opened to the true plan
of salvation I1 am also glad to state
that since my last writing there have
been six more elders arrive here to
assist in the spreading of the gospel in
this part of the country they are
elpers hyram wight hubbard tuttle
jasas H stevenson thomas blackburn
johnohn H bess and william R derr

I1 have made a little change as you
can see above so that elders asper and
blackburn are appointed to labor in
carbondale elders hyram wight and
hubbard tuttle to labor in peckvillereckvillePeckville
a small town about eieightlit miles from
scranton and elders11J H bassandbess and
william R deer to laborr in taylor
ville which is on the south side of
scrascrantonatoptop and elder jas H stevenson
has been appointed to labor in scranton
with the writer

this makes twelve elders now labor-
ingin in this part of the lords vineyard
anandgl there isis room for twelve more

the little town of olyphant where
we have been holding our meetings in
peace for the past three weeks seems to
bekacemoved a little and it put me in mind
of the parable of the savior of the wo-
man that hid a little leaven in three
measures of meal and it leavened the
whole so it is in the town of olyphant

it is moved from one end to the other
on tuesday evenineveningg august ii elder
stevenson and mysmyselfell went to olyphant
where we met elders W W Croccrockettketil
and A A fuller who are laboring
there also elders hyrum wight and
hubbard tuttle who came down from
peckvillereckvillePeckville and at 7 pm we began a
meeting previously appointed for that
time in front of the housebouse of mr richard
evans who has been so kind to us in
permittinger us to hold meetings therewerethere were from to people as
sem bled and after the opening exercises
elder tuttle spoke for a short time on
faith and works the writer then spoke
on the gengeneralerial principles of the gospel
after our meeting was closed two
ministers called the people to order and
theahe reverend B F hammond spoke in
theahe most abusive language of the moun
tain mfmeadowadow massacre and the blood
atonement and of the people of utah
as being a low degraded blood thirsty
class of people

this was more than I1 could stand and

I1 spoke a short time in defence of the
people of utah and on the admission of
utah into the sisterhood of states as a
state that the nation is proud of

then the reverend JRJ R ellis stepped
forward and said that he was not going
to speak on the character of the mor
mons but would attack their doctrines
he said iam a baptist minister and am
one of the first to defend the principles
otof baptism but I1 say unto I1youou all that
baptism is not essential tuto salvation lf
As proof of it he defered to the promise
of jesus to the thietthief on the cross this
day shall thou be with me in paradise
he said that there were no signs to fol-
low the believers and no need of
apostles and prophets that nothing but
bishops and deacons were necessarynecessnecessaryari to
carry on the church of christ there
are no gifts of tongues or interpretations
of tongues only by learning and no
revelation is needed in this enlightened
age otof the world at the same time he
declared that there was no other gospel
except that which paul preached
he also referred to adding to or taking

from the scriptures
because otof the late hour of the night

I1 announced that we would hold another
meeting in the same place on tuesday
evening august ijtb and that I1 would
answer the points of doctrine referred to
by the reverend ellis

elders 2Wwightlit and tuttle returned to
peckvillereckvillePeckville and elder stevenson and my
self returned to scranton

in the olyphant record of thursday
august irth 1896 was an article entitled

mormonscormonsMor mons in town and signed B F
hammond during the week excite-
ment was very high the ministers work-
ing very diligently doing all in their
power against us inin public meetingsgsandand
in private local papers and papers
of other cities took the matter up and
it seemed as though satan had turned
his whole force loose against us but we
were as diligent as our enemies never
were there more earnest prayers offered
up to the god of than by us
the servants of god asking our
heavenly father to help us in this great
strife with the adversary we asked
him to turn the hearts ofof the people to
wards us and to cause that those
ministers should lose their influence
over the people and our joy and
satisfaction cannot tebe described at see
ing our prayers answered as they after
terforwardswards were to the very letter

on tuesday evening august irth on
account of the excitement of the past
week although it was a wet stormy
evening and raining very hard until a
few minutes before the time appointed
when it cleared onoff and was a fine even-
ing from to people and a num-
ber of ministers gathered together I1
had also sent for all the elders to be
there and they came and we had a few
saints and many friends who came from
afar some six to twelve miles at 7
p m I1 gave out the hymn on page
0ohh my father thou that cellest

page
wel1 lest

etc which was sang with great power
by the sons of zion the hymn and the
powerful prayer that followed seemed to
turn the hearts of the people towards
us I1 then spoke for over an hour by
the gift and power of the holy ghost
proving from the scriptures the different
points defered to by the reverend ellis
one week before the people listened
with profound attention and were in-
terestedte from the beginning to the end
of my discourse

after the meeting was closed the two
reverend gentlemen before mentioned
again called the people to order and
being so full of the spirit of the evil one
that it was noticeable in their counte
nancesbances they spoke again of the
mountain meadows massacre and all
other old worn out stories they could
think of and some they had to be
prompted to by those that were in the
rear some of the people applauded
while the more intelligent people were
disgusted one lady was heard to cry
out shame shame on you p after
they had said all they could think of
against us they left as quickly as possi-
ble the people slowly scattered and
some gathered in groups in the streets
it was a beautiful moonlight night and

talked torfor and against us we aalll1 left
on the kaarsicara that night for our difdifferentterent
fields of labor

after reading the article in the oly-
phant record by the rev B F ham-
mond entitled mormonscormonsMor mons in town I1
wrote a reply to it to the same paper
the editor was very kind to me and my
article was published in the issue ofof
thursday august aoth 1896

the difference in the spirit of our
preaching and writing to that of our op-
ponents is noticed by the people many
of the business men of the town have
stopped me on the streets and some
have called me into their stores and told
me that they were ashamed of the way
their ministers had treated us different
newspapers began to defend us and rid
icele the ministers during the week
the elders were busy delivering tracts
and notifying the people that there
would be another meeting in the same
place sunday august at 4 p IA

before the appointed time had arrived
on sunday the people began to gather
on the little lawn and in the street
where we had been holding our meet
ings and we had the pleasure of speak-
ing to another large and respectable
congregation the people were very
orderly and listened with great atten-
tion some had come from the other
side of the valley to hearbear us all that
has been done against us has turned out
to be for our good for it has been a
great9reat advertisement for us it has
aroused the peoples curiosity and
caused them to come out to hear us
also as one of the articles inin the paper
said it has caused theythe peopleeople to search
the scriptures more inin the past few
weeks than ever before in the sasame
length of time so you see how satan
himself has helped to spread the gos-
pel for god mabeth the wrath of man
to praise him

I1 tried to get another article with the
articles of faith in the papers but thetee
editors of the gazette and record saidisaid
that they had concluded to let the motmat 1

ter drop and have nothing more to do
with it it is evident that the miniministersstem
lifhaveve got whipped at their own game
and have sued torfor peace

I1 am pleased to say that the work is
being pushed with all diligence in all the
cities and towns we can reach both by
holding meetings and delivering tracts
I1 feel to thank my many friends for re-
spondingsp to my request in sending
papers and magazines which have been
used to very good advantage among the
people many have wished me to write
to them I1 hope they will excuse weme
lorfor the present as I1 am very busy just
now D R GILL srr

president pennsylvania conference


