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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH
DECEMBER 1843

I1 insert the memorial from the city council
to the congress of the united states for red-
ress of grievances and protection from further
persecution which was signed by them
to the honorable senators and representatives

of the united states of america in congress
assembled
we the undersignedundersignerundersigned members of the city

council of the city of nauvoo citizens of han-
cock county illinois and exiles from the state
of missouri being in council assembled unani-
mously and respectfully for ourselvesoursehes and in
behalf of many thousands of other exiles me-
morializemorialize the honorable senators and repre-
sentativessenta tives of our nation upon the subject otof the
unparalleled persecutions and crueltiescruel ties inflict
ed upon us and upon our constituents by the con-
stituted authorities of the state of missouri
and likewise upon the subject of the present
unfortunate circumstances in which we are
placed in the land of our exile As a history
of the missouri outrageoutrages hamblenbasbaa been extensively
published both in this country and in europe
itisllisit is deemed unnecessary to particularize all
090 the wrongs and grievances inflicted filonnonuon

us in ibisthis memorial As there is an abun-
dance of well ittestedattested documents to which

ueemeeyourour honorable body can at any time refer
hence we only embody the following0 important
items for your consideration

first your memorialists as free born citi-
zensze ns of this great republic relying with the
utmost confidence upon the sacred articles of
the constitution by which the several states
are bound together and considering ourselves
entitled to all the privileges and immunities of
free citizens in what state we desired
to locate ourselves commenced a settlement
in the county of jackson on the western fron-
tiers of the state of missouri in the summer
of 1831

there we purchased lands from government
erected several hundred houses made exten-
sivesive improvements and shortly the wild and
lonely prairies and stately forests were con-
verted into well cultivated and fruitful fields
there we expected to spend our daysclays in the
enjoyment of all the rinightsrightst ats and liberties be-
queathedthed tousto us by the sufferings8 and boolblooI1 of
our noble ancestors but alakl our expect
tion were vain

two years had scarcely elapsed before wewl
were unlawfully aridand unconstitutionally as-
saulted by an organized mob consisting of the
highestbl hest officers in the county both civil and
military who openly and boldly avowed their
determinations in a written circular to drive
us from said county

Ass a specia n of their treasonable and cruel
designs your honorable body are jefreferrederred to
baldeaid circular of which the following is but a
short extract namely we theth undersignedundersignerunder signed
citizens of jackson county believing that an
important crisis is at hand as regards our civil
society inin consequencecoucor sequence of a pretended religiousioulou3
sect orof people that have settled and are still
settling in our county styling themselves mor
mons and intending as we dodotydotitn rid our society
g peaceably if we can forcibly ifit we mustroust and
believing as we do that the arm ofor the civil
lawaw does not afford us a guarantee or at least
a sufficient one against the evils which are
now inflicted upon us and seem to be incincreasingrearing
by the said religious sect deem it expedient
andridr of the hllhilhighesthest importance to form our-
selves into a company for the better and easier
accomplishment of our purpose

this document was closed in the following
words we therefore aagreer ree that after
timely warning and receiving an adeaadequateaate com-
pensationpensation for what little property they cannot

I1

take with them thethatheythay refuse to leleaeleaieaveaie us intiniin
peace as they found us we agree to use such
means as may be sufficient to remove them
arllarilni to that end we each pledgeedge to each other
our bodily powersPo our livesilvesives fortunesfolfoi tunes and
barredsacred honors

to this unconstitutional document welewere at-
la hed the names ofot nearly every officer in the
county together with the namenamess of hundredhundredsst

of ototherslierstiers I1

it was by this band of murderers that your
memoria lists in the year 18331533 werecre plundered 1

of their property and robbed of their peaceable
homes it was bby11 them that their fields were
laid waste their iliiiileousesllohousesuses burned and their men
women and children to the amount of abott
twelve hundred persons banished as exiles
from the county while others were cruelly
murdered by their hands

second after our expulsion from jackson
county we settled in clay county on the oppo-
site sisidesinede of the missouri river where we pur-
chased lands both from the old settlers and
from the land office but soon we welewere awainagainaI1cain
violently threatened by mobsmoba and obliged to
leave our homes and seek out a new location

third our next settlement was in caldwell
county where we purchased the most of the
landaridarld in said county besides a part of the landslands
in daviess and carroll counties these coun-
ties were almost entirely in a wild and uncul-
tivated state but by the persevering industry
of our citizens large and extensive farms were
opened in every direction well stocked with
numerous flocks and herds we also com-
menced settlements in several other counties
of

1
the Sstatetatelate and once more confidently hopedhoped

to enjoy th ehard earned fruits of our labor un-
molested

but our hopes were soon blasted the cruel
and murderous spirit which first began to man-
ifest itself in the constituted authorities and
inhabitants of jackson county and afterwards
in clay and the surrounding counties recelreceivingvingping
no check either from the civil or military
power of the state had inin the mean time taken
courage aridand boldly and fearlessly spread its
contaminating aridand treasonable influence into
every department of the government of said
state gov boggs a resident of jack-
son county who acted a conspicuous part in
our expulsion from said county instead of
being tried for treason and rebellion against
the constitution and stifberingsuffering the just penalty
of his crimes was actually elected governorGp vernor
and placed in the executive chair

thus the inhabitants of the state were
greatly encouraged to renew with redoubled
fury their unlawful attacks upon our defence
settlements men women and children were
driven in every direction before their merciless
persecutors robbed of their possessions their
property their provisions and their all cast
forth upon the bleak snowy prairies houseless
and unprotected many sunk down and expired
under their accumulated sulTsulysufferingseKings while
others after enduring hunger and thebe severities
of the season susufferingfrering all but death arrived

I1

in caldwell county to which place they were
driven from all the surrounding counties only
to witness a still more heartrendingheart rending scenesscene

in vain had we appealed to the constituted
authorities of missouri for protection and red-
ress of our former grievanceserrievances in vain we now
stretched out our hands and appealed as thete
citizens of this great republic to the symsympathiesathiesalthies
to the justice and magnanimity of thosetose in
power in vain we implored again aridand again
at the feet of governor fidoggboggogasgs our former per-
secutorsec aid and protection against the ravages
and murders now inflicted upon our defenceless
and unoffending citizenscilizens the cry of ameri-
can citizens already twice driven and deprived
of liberty couldcould not penetrate their adaman-
tine hearts

the governor instead of sending us aid is-
sued a proclamation for our extermina-tion and banishment ordered out the
forces of the state placed them under the
command of general clarkdark who to execute
these exterminating orders marched several
thousand troops intainto our settlements in cald-
well county where unrestrained by fear of
lawlaev or justice aridand urged on by the highesthighest
authority of the state they laid waste our
fields of corn shot dovi our cattle and hogs
for sport burned our dwellings inhumaninhumanlyay
butchered some 18 or 20 debencdefencelesseless citizens
draggeddra ed fromcrom their hiding places little children
andabd placing the muzzles of their guns to their
heads shot them with the most horrid oaths
and imprecations

an aged hero and patriot of thebe revolution
who served under general washington while
inin
i the act of pleading for quarters was cruelly
murdered aridand hewed in pieces with an old corn
cattercutter and in addition coall these savage acts
of barbarity they forcibly dragged virtuous
and inoffensive females from their dwellings
bound them upon benches used for pubic wor-
ship where they in great numbers ravishedlavishedravished
them in the most brutal iritriannermanner

some fifty or sixty of the citizens were thrust
into prisons and dungeons where bound in
chains they were fed oilon human flesh while
thair families and some fifteen thousand others
were at thetieteepoint of the bayonet forcibly ex-
pelled from the state

in the mean time to expense sor
these horrid outrages they confiscated our pro-
perty

ro
and robbedus of all burour possessions 1

before our final expulsion with a fault anand
lingerlingeringfisfig bopehops we petitionpetitioned the state legis j

lature thent en in session unwilling tato believe i

that the virtue and tthe venerable
fathers of the revolution biedbirdha d kdfled from the
bosoms of their un
willimwi lintocinto to kelibelibellenzevieevje that american citizens could
appeal in vain for a restoration of liberty
cruelly wrested from them by cruel tyrants
but iii the language of oar noble ancestors
our repeated petitions were only answereranswer ea by

repeated injuries na
1

the legislature instead of hearing the cries
of sufferingbuffering bleeding unoffending ati
zens sanctioned and sealed the unconstitu-
tional acts of the governor and his troops by
appropriating dollars t defray the
expenses of exterminating us from the state
no friendlyfrienda1 aldrarm was stretched out to protect
fislis19 the last ray of hope for redress in that
state was now entirely extinguished we saw
no other alternative but to bow down our
necks and wear thetile cruel yoke of oppression
andarid quietly and submissively suffer ourselves
to be banished as exiles from our possessions
our property and our sacredsacred homes or other-
wise see our wives and children coldly butch-
ered and murdered by tyrants in power

fourth our next permanent settlement was
in the land of our exile the state of illinois
in the spring of 1839 but even here we are not
secure from our relentless persecutor the state
of missouri not satisfied in having drenched
her soil in the blood of innocenceinnocence aridand expel-
ling us from her borders she pursuespursties her unfor-
tunate victims into banishment seizing upon
and kidnapping them in their defdefencelessfencelessde enceless mo-
ments dragging them across the mississippiMissi sippi
river upon kneir inhospitable shores where
ahey are tortured hippedwhippedm immured in dun-
geons and finally hung by the neck without
any legal process whatever

we have memorialized the former executive
of this state governor carimcarlm upon these law-
less outrages committed upon our citizens but
behe rendered us no protection missouri re-
ceiving no check in her murderous career con-
tinues her depredations again and again
kidnapping our citizens and robbing us of our
property while others who fortunately sur

the execution of her bloody edicts are
again and again demanded by the executive of
that state oilon pretencepredencepre tence of some crime said to
have been committed by them during the exter-
minatingmina ting expedition againstt our people

As an instance gen joseph smith one of
your memoria lists has been three timtimeses de-
mandedin tried and acquitted by the courtcourts of
thisibis state upon investigation guncler writs of
habeas corpus once by the united states court
for the district of illinois again by the circuit
court of the state of illinois and lastlastlyY by the
municipal court of the city of nauvoo when
at the same time ai voile prosequipro had been en-
tered by the courts of missouri upon all the
cases of that state against joseph smith arldand
others

thus the said joseph smith has been several
times tried for the same alleged offence put in
jeopardy of life and limb contrary to the fifth
article of the amendments to tilethe constitutioncons ti aution
of these united states and thus we havhaihaee been
continually harrasserharrassed and robbed of our money
to defray the expenses of these vexatious pro-
secutions and what at the present time
seems to be still more alarming is the hosti-
lityit manifestedanifested by some ofor the authorities andarid I1

citizens of this state conventions have been
calledcalle ininflammatorya matory speeches made and many
unlawful and unconstitutional resolutions ad-
opted to deprive usits of our rights our bertieslibertiesli
andalid the peaceable enjoyment of our posses-
sions

from the present hostile aspect andanti from
bitter experience in thetile state of oilsAlismissouri it is
greatly fearfeareded lest the barbarous scenes acted
in that state will be reactedre acted in this itif mis-
souriouri goes unpunished others will be greatly
encouraged to follofolloww her murderous examples

the afflictions of your memoria lists have
already been overwhelming too much for hu-
manity too much for american citizens to en-
dure without complaint we have groaned
under the iron hand of tyranny and oppression
these many years we have been robbed of
our property to the amount of two millions of
dollars we have been hunted as wild beasts
of the forest we have seen our aged fathers
whonho fought in tilethe revolution andarid our innocent
children alike slaughtered by our persecutors
we have seen the fair daughters pfaf american
citizens insulted and abused in tuthe mostroost inhu-
man manner and finally we hasehave seen fifteen
thousand souls men women and children
driven by force of arms during the severities of
winter from their sacred homes aridarld birerfirer sides
to a land of strangers penniless and unpro-
tected

urunderudderder all thesethelo afflicting circum bancsanc es we
imploringly stretchgretch forth our hands towards
the hihighestliest councils of our nation and humbly
appeal to the illustrious senators andarid roperepe

a great and free people fonforf udrelreiress and protection I1
hear 0 hear the petitioning voice et miny

thousands of american citizens whwho now I1

groan in exile on columbianColumblasbias free soil hear f

0 hearbear theve and bitter laiuiainlamentations of j

widows and orphans whose lilishusbandsbands and fa- ifaifal 1

have been cruelly martyredmartyred in thothe landl
where the proud eagle exulting floats let it
not be recorded in the archivesarchive kotlofof the nations
that Columcolumbianblasbias exiles sought protection audaandaf

redress at your hands but sought it inIII VZvain i
I1it is in your power us our wives allaliandd 4

our children from a repetition of the blood i

thirsty scenes of missouri and greatlygreat relieve I1

the fears of ia buted andawl injureinjured people
by ordaining for their protectionlection the follofollowinglyingiving I1i

ordinance namely I1

AN ORDINANCE
for jhcthctectee protection 0of the people styled the church

of jesuteso christ of latter day saints residing
on the western borders of the state of Illiillinoisnoisvois

PREAMBLE

whereas the state of missouri at sundry
times has unconstitutionally deprived a cer-
tain portion of her citizens called mormonscormonsMormons
of their rights property lands and even otof
their lives

and whereas in the years 1838 and 1839 be
saidbaid state of missouri did illegally and inhu-
manlyman exile and banish for ever from her limits
and jurisdiction all the said citizens called
mormonscormonsMor mons that remained alive with impunity

and whwb areas after being hospitably received
by the citizens of illinois the said state of
illinois did grant bractenact and charter for the
benefit and convenientconvenconvenienceienlen C e of ththee 8aidsaid exexiledilelled
mormonscormonsMor mons as follows

see deseret news vol 4 page no 35
nov 9 1854

and whereas by the tenth article of the
constitution of the united states as amended
art 10 the powers not delegated to the

united states by the constitution nor prohi-
bited by it to the states are reserved to the
states respectively or to the people and
whereas according to the fourth article and
section second the citizens of each statsstate
shall be entitled to all privileges and immuni-
ties of citizens in the several states and
whereas according to the second paragraph of
the third section of said constitution the
congress shall have power to dispose of and
inakemake the needful rules and regulations respect-
ing territory and whereas the said congress
has the power totot protect each state against
itinvasion and insurrection aridand whereas most
of thetile inhabitants of the city of nauvoo are
exiles fromcrom the state of missouri and where-
asa 8 ththeC mmost0st 0off the lands owned in the state of
missouri were burchpurchasedased from the united
states and patented by the united states to
the amount of more than 2 worth and
whereas the united states are bound to clear
the title and protect it and whereas the said
exiles or expelled Moinmoir loris have lost in pro-
perty andiidild damage about two millions of dollars
and whereas the said state of missouri con-
tinues her ravages perpersecutions and plunder
ggsi gs by kidnapping said exiles from illinois i

and byby other depredations
now ththerefore to shew the fatherly care of

the united statestates to ratify the said charter
angto protect the said exiles from mob violviolenceengenu
and shield them in their rights

section 1 be it ordained by the senate aneancand
house of representatives of tiiethe United States
of america IIIin Concongressconglesgrepgres assembled that all the
rights powers privileges aridand immunities be
longing to territories and not repugnant to
the constitution of the united states are here-
byb granted and secured to the inhabitantsinhabitant oftathe city of nauvoo in addition to the spirit
letter meaning and provisions of thetile afore
mentioned charter or act of incorporation from
the state of I1illinoisIlilii nois until the state of missouri
restores to those exiled citizens the lands
rights privileges property and damage forforanalli
losses

section 2 alidandarid be it further ordained in or
der to effect the object and further intention of
this ordinance and for the peace secirsecurityrity
happiness convenience benefit aridand prosperity
of the said city of Natinauvoo andarid for the com-
mon weal anhand honor of our country that thothe
mayor of nauvoo be and he is hereby empow-
ered by this consent of the presidentDres ident of the
united states whenever the actual necessity
of the case and the public safety shall require
it to call to his aid a sufficient number of
united forces in connection with the
nalinati to repel the invasion of mobs
keep the public peace aridand protect the innocent
momrom the anhunhallowedallow ed ravages of lawless

that escape justice on the frontkr
and also to preserve the power and dignity otof
thetho union

section 3 and be it further ordained that
the officers of the united states
by required to obey the requisitions of this
ordinance

section 4 and be it further ordaordainedhed that
for all services rendered in quelling mobs and
preservinging thetile public peace thetile said nauvoo

endlegion shall be undertinder the same regulations
ruiearulea and lawuslaweslav of pay agas the troops of the
united statesstales

city af nauvoo illinois december 21 1843
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