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PREST, JOHN TAYLOR,

At Bountiful, Davis County,Sunday
afternoon, December 1st, 1878.

REPORTED BY GEQ, F, GIBES,

I am pleased to meet with the
Saints in this place; and I have
beén very much interested in the
remarks that have been made by
the brethren who have spoken to
us this morning as well as this
afternoon, I think they have laid
before us many good and precious
principles whieh will result in our
good, if we can only appreciate
them and be governed by them.

We are living in a very eventful
day,in a time that is pregnant with
great events); and it is necessary
that we prepare ourselves so that
we may be able to conform ourselves
to the circumstances with which
we are surrounded, and to fulfil the
various duties that devolve upon us
individually and collectively.

The brethren who have addressed
you have spoken mere particularly
upon temporal things—a subject
which iz very appropriate and im-
portant, because, although we may
believe it is right, properand profit-
able for us to be united in temporal
matters, whatever our faith may be
we do not quite carry it out. We
make a stagger at it, but we do not
seem to appreciate fuliy the position
we occupy; and it is very difficult
for men to eomprehend these
things. We have established or-
ganizatiens in the several Stakes,
which are all very well so far as
they goj they are the frame-work—
the bones, and sinews and arteries
and flesh (comparing them with
the human body); they are very
beautiful and symmetrical in all
their parts. But they need the
BSpirit of God to breathe upon them
to quicken them with its life-giv-
ing vitality, energy and power, that
thev may fulfil their various func-
tions, as living, breathing and in-
telligent powers, that we may truly
comprehend the position which we
occupy in these various stakes, both
officers and people, and we all of us
may be active and alive and ener-
getic in the pursuit of those princi-
ples whieh God has developed as
necessary for our present and eter-
nal happiness,

There is order in all the creations
of God. The planetary system by
which we are surrounded and with
which we are associated isgoverned
by the striectest principles of law,

|l those magnificent bodies move
in their several orbits in the midst
of the power of Geod, sustained and
directed by his Almighty hand.
And everything in nature is also
governed by law.

To-day we can talk of railroads
and steamboats. I remember the
time, and many of you old people
also remember, when there were no
such things in existence. Waell,
but did not steam the same
properties five thousand years nEu
as it does to-day? Yes, it did; the
Ernpertias were precisely the same,

ut we did not understand it, that's
all. The principles were the same,
and there is an eternal law by
which all these things are governed.
The same thing applies to electrici-
ty. You remember very well when
it took several months to send a
message to Washington and receive
an answer; now we can do it in as
many minutes. But did not that
principle always exist? Yes; but
man did not know how to awvail
himself of it. I remember the
time, too, very well when there
was no such thing as gas, when
whale 0il was used, which produced
a light which just about made dark-
ness visiblee We knew nothing
about kerosene, or gasoline, or g AR,
or any of these guperior artificial
lighte; but then the principles ex-
isted then as they do now, but we
did not understand them., We did
not comprehend the gition of
things, and it is only quite recently
that some of these discoveries have
been brought into operation. The
art of photography has not been
long known. When I was a boy
fouplu would have laughed at you
f you had talked of taking a man’s
likeness in a'minute's time; yet it
is dove. Did not light always pos-
~sess_the same properties? Yes, but
man did nol understand it. The
same thing applies to the mineral
world, the vegetable kingdom, the
animal creation, and
of God. They are all governed by
certain laws. The vegetables which
you grow bere, how were they or-
ganized? God organized them and

all the works|b

gave them power to propagate their
speciee; g0 also with regard to the
animal creation, as well as birds,
fishes, inseets, &c.

We talk somelimes about our
temporal things. If we could un-
derstand things as God does, we

should not be much ftroubled about
them,
upon all creation that live upon

If fors moment we reflect

this little globe—~those that move
in the air, the waters and on the
land, we find there is a wisdom, an
intelligence that provides for all.
There is a presclent and an omnipo-
tent power that governs, controls
and shapes the affairs of this world
according to the counsel of his will,
and especially 8o in all matters per-
taining to the human family. As
one nation riees up and another
falls, it is by his power that it is
done, Nafions and peoples may be
in prosperity for.a short time, but
one touch of,the finger of the Al-
mighty and they wwither, crumble
and decay. Chapge succeeds change
in human affairs, but the lawas of
God in everything are correct and
true, in every stage and phase of
nature, everything on the earth, in
the waters and in the atmosphere
is governed by unchangeable, eter-
nal Jaws, There are some bodies
that will unite; there are others
that will not unite. You cannot,
for instance, mix oil and water; you
Inay shake them up together, but
soon each one adheres to his own
element. The sisters sometimes
say they kLave good or bad luck, as
the case may be, in the making of
goap; but in reality there is no luck
about it, for you would find that if
you have the same properties’equal
1o strengthy and quantity; using the
same process, that the ' same results
would be reached ninty-nine times
out’ of '‘every hundred, and you
would find that yeu eould afford to
throw the other ome in teo—the
corditions being the same, And
80,it is with the various minerals
in all their organizations and ‘con-
ditions, Théy assume certain forms,
and they are Kknown by geologists
by their shapes, etc., and they are
always true to them. And so it is
with all the elemeuts with swhich
we are surrounnded in fhe atmos-
phere, in the earth and in the wa-
ter. We think we have learned a
great deal, but if we did but know
it we are only at the foot of the hill;
and when we are able to compre-
hend things as God does we shall
comprehend a great many princi-
ples that have never entered into
our hearts to conceive of, although
we are surrounded with those ma-
terials and are even treading them
under our feet. To speak of these
laws, God himself is governed by
law, and the Priesthood in the eter-
nal world are governed by law, just
as much as his works are.
earth rolls upon its axis and we
have day and night, summer and
winter, seedtime and harvest.
When men comprehend the laws
by which the planets are governed,
they can tell you to a quarter of a
second when an eclipse will take
place, and when our earth will be
in conjunction with other planets.
Why? Because they are governed
by eternal laws. There are a great
many things by which we are gov-
erned of which we know very little
and with which we have very little
to do. For instance, I will men-
tion the flowing of the blood; What
has man to do with that? Nothing;
still it flows and courses throug

the body. I have noticed an aged
person, and seen his pulse begin to
falter, as though the machinery of
life were about to stand still, after
having been in motion for perhaps
sixty or one hundred years, during
which time that pulse had con-
tinued to” beat without any action
on his part, day and night, asleep
or awake. 'There is another princi-
ple that God has planted within us,
which we call breathing, We con-
tinue to breathe, and what effort
of the will does it require? No more
than it does to cause the blood to
flow. We are machines; God has
made us and he is our Father. He
has planted within us the breath of
life and we continue to inhale and
breathe day after day, month after
month, and year after year. And
when that stops, what then? Just
the same as when the blood ceages
to circulate in our veinte—we pass
away. And yet these emanate
from God, and they are planted
within us, and we have nothing
much to do with them. We have
organs, and it seems as if the Lord
plays in them; in his hands is the
reath of life, and in him we live
and move from day to day and from
year to year, because he suffers us
to. He once said to his disciples: |

body, what you shall put on. - The
life is more than meat, and the
body is more than raiment, Con-

|sider the ravens: for they mneither

sow nor reap; which neither have
storehouse nor barn; and God feed-
eth them: how much more are _ye

| better than the fowls?”” He watches | posi

over all, he cares for all, he is inter-

““Take no thought for your life,

ested in all; and in him we live,
move and have our being.
“What next? Are we mortal? Yes,
Are weimmortal? Yes., Have we
to do with time? Yes, We have
also to do with eternity. We are
the offspiing of God; and God in
these last days has seen fit to place
us in communication with bimself.
He has, through the revelations of
himeelf and of his Son Jesus Christ,
by the ministry of holy angels and
by the restoration of the hely priest-
hood which emanates from God,
and by which he himself is gov-
erned, placed us i.tzn position where-
by we can fulfil the object of our
creation, The world generally are
not situated as we are; they do not
comprehend things as we do, and
hence in many instances they feel
very bitter and acrimonious to-
wards us, . What is the matter?
They o not understand our
tien; and we did not understand
these things until they were com-
municated to us by the Spirit of the
living God, and we could net, nor
can any man obtain a knowledge
of these things only by the laws
which God has laid down. There
may be lightning in abundance,
but it eanpot beused for the con-
veying of intelligence, from  place
to place only as it-is gowverned by
Jaw. If you communizate to an
part of the world through th
means, you must have the wires
laid and the instruments properly
copnected and adjusted, and then
yYou maust know how to operate
them; if you don’t know how te do
this your labor e in vain—the wire,
the instruments, etc.y are useless.
You might; possess a most magnifi-
cent- steam-engine, -Lut - unless
charged with, steam of, what use
could it be? ,But let the fire and
water be put fo it; and have a good
engineer to manage it, and you may
then travel from- your settlement
here to Salt Liake City or to Ogden
quite rapidly. But without these
things would the engine be of any
use? None whatever, +
There are certain - eternal laws
that have existed from before the
foundation of -the world. There
1as been a priesthcod also‘in ex~
istence always, and hence it is call-
ed the everlasticg priesthood, and
it administers in time and in eter-
nity, , That priesthood has, been
conferred upon man together with
the right of the gospel; and we are
told how man can get into posses-

Our | sien of the Holy, Spirit of God, and

how he can be placed in communi-
cation with God, just thesame as
you would place one town in com-
munication with another by means
of the electric wire. We are told
hoew to do that, and that is by faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ; by re-
pentance and baptism for the re-
mission, of ein, and by having
hands laid upon our heads for the
reception of the Holy Ghost. This
is a way which God has appeinted
—an eternal law which man can-
not gainsay nor depart from any
more than they can . from any
other Jaw of God. -1He has given
us other views in relation to these
matters. .He - has 1evealed things
concerning the relationship that
subsists between husband and wife,
between children and parents and
between the various quorum or-
ganizations of his chur¢h, | He has
Pplaced in our power certain princi-
ples which are the offspring of God,
which have emanated from him,
in regard to endowments and
anointings and other intelligence
which it would not be propergto
speak of at the present time. Where
Jid all these originate? In the
first place in the one great prinei-
ple that God had revea'ed himself
to the human family and had res-
tored the everlasting gospel, and
tbat with it came all these other
things—apostles and high priests
and elders and patriarchs and bish-
ops and high councilors eud all the
various organizations of the Church
and kingdom of God as they now
exist upon the éarth, all Dem:lpying
their own %acﬁuliar place and posi-
a

|

tion, | fo1? = For . the
building  up of a something
that is called Zion, or the pure in |
bheart, What fo:? For my aggran-
dizement? for youis? for my indiv-
Idual ipterests or for yours? No, |
but in the interest of God and of

Jesus the Mediator of the New Cov-
enant, of Adam and of all the an-
cient patriarchs and apostles and

give them over to the powers of

eontinent, with the powers that
exist in the heavens that may be
revealed through the medium
which He has appointed to men
who dwell upon the earth; that we
might stand in and occupy our true
tion before God, not acting and
operating of ourselves or by our-
selves or by anything inherent in
us or by virtue of any intelligence
with which we individually may
be endowed, but by that alone
which God ecommunicates. To
whom are we indebted ror the light
we have to-day? ' Some might say
to Joseph Smith.  Yes, as the in-
strumens, but primarily to God and
the Priesthood behind the wail.
Could Joseph Smith have revealed
anything if it bad not been com-
munieated to him? No. Could
Brigbam Young? No, Could any-
body else? Noj no man can reveal
anything pertaining to these mat-
ters only as it isgiven to him, and
he is permitted by the Lord, who
is the Author of all light, intelli-
gence and knowledge which we his
children 8. And he has ga.
thered us together for the purpose
of inntrum:lg.ua that we may oper-
ate with him and by him and
through the intelligence which he
imparts, in building up his Zion of
the last days. The world say we
are exclusive. Weeannot help that.
Are we exclusive? To a ceriain
extent, ~yes. For instavce,
I know there isa law which God
has given. Canlignore that law
and expect blessings from God?
No. Can you? No, you cannot.
Can men climb any other way into
the favor of God than that which
he has appointed? . No, they can-
not. What will you de? We will
try and help the Lord to do the
very best he can for t.he%; and we
will do the best weé ean for them.

One thing we can do, and we are

set apart many of us for that) pur-
pose, and that is to go and preach
the gospel to every creature. This
the Lord requires at our -hands, es-
pecially wa%evontiea, Elders and
Apostles. We can'do all thatis in
our power for the people ian this
way. | : E=s
And what nexi? Can we make
them helieve? No. Can we make
them obey the Gospel? No, we
would not .if we could, because if
there was any force made use of for
the accomplishment of that object,
it would only result in evil ingtead
of good. We are told by Joseph
Smith that ""No poyyer or influence
can, orought to be‘maintained, by
virtue of the Priesthiood only by
persuasion, by .long suffering, by
gentleness and meekness, and by
love unfeigned; by kindness and
pure knowledge’’ they are not to be
exercised by ferce. This isthe way
I look atthese things, and I take
the same view of our temporal af-
fairs of which we have heard =0
much to-day. Should I wish to
control any man? No, I would
show him the right way. Should I
feel indignant at the follies of men
and wish to destroy- people? No.
David, we are told, prayed to the
Lord that his enemies might be
sent to hell quickly; ‘Jesus said,
when suffering at the hands of
cruel men all that ‘human nature
could endure, - ‘““Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they
do.” I like the latter better than
the former. Who are the people
of the world? They are the child=-
ren of Ged. If they are not heirs
with God and joint-heirs with Jesus
Christ, they are all his offspring,
And what is he going to do with
them? The very best he
ean; .and we will try and
help bhim do it. We will
set.. them .good  patterns; . we
will teach them by precept and ex-
ample better ways, and seek to the
Liord for wisdom to govern us, and
then try and benefit them. But
shall we allow them {o destroy us?
No.
to be taught by them?  No, never
by them, for they know mnot the
way of life, and are enemies to God
mg his Jaws. God has given unto
us children, and he not only ex-
pects obedience from us, but ex-
pectsus, as he did Abraham to
command our children after us to
obey the Liord., Then do not let us

darkness to be taught by the ene-
mies of God and His (people, But
let us study their interests both for
time and eternity and set them
good examples, and keep them
from the contamination of the
world. !I heard a statement of a
circumstance said to have trans-
ired in one of those schools in Salt
e City, which was something
like thisj A teacher interrogating
the children of a certain school ask-

a child mentioned John Taylor, I

Shall we allow our children |ga
‘under the guidance and protection

was a little amused at it; although
I suppose it was intended that they
should have given the name of Jos-
eph SBmith, but the little one made
a mistake. But what of the idea
of our children attending the
schools of people who teach and
catechise them in this way? Don’t
you think it rather humiliating? I
tbink we are descending -very low
when we can submif to their tui-
tion. 'We do not want to partake
of their feelings nor contract their
ways, mor to be degraded with
either their social or religious prin-
ciples, but at the same time we
wish to do them all the good we
can. If they lie about us, never
mind that; we can stand all they
can say about us, Would we want
to injure them? I hope not. We
ought to deal with and treat every-
body aright, acting justly and hon-
orably with all. . But then we do
not want them to be our teachers.
They would think they were doing
God’s service if they could by any
influence lead us astray. What will
the Lord do with them? He will
feut the more worthy of them in a

rrestrial kingdom, and the other
class will inherit a telestial king-
dem, but they will never
get linto the celestial Kking-
dom, - .unless it is .. throuww
the medium of that priesthoodeon.
ferred upon us by the Lord, Then
do we wish our children to be
taught by those who would seek to
degrade and lead them (o .another
and a lower place than that we
hope to enjoy? Certainly . not.
What was said of Abraham, speak-
Ing of his childreén? the Lord eays,
“] know Abraham.” What do
you Enow? ““That he will fear me
and command his children and his
household after him, ete.”” We
want to be very careful about train-
ing ‘our childrén, we should aect
honestly before them)' for if they
see father or mother act dishonest-
ly, the children will be likely to
follow their example. We should
be careful too not to be found
speaking harshly or using hard
words in their ence, Bat rath-
er doas the old lady used to do
when {tfeaching schoo!; when the
children would come to a word
they could not pronounce, she
would tell them to skip it and call
It **bard-word.”” XLet our lives and
actions and conduct bespeak that
we are men of God, that we are
acting uprightly and righteously
and performing the will of God
upon the earth. 5

Well, now, a little farther in re-
lation to these things. - Bhall we
benefit.  Yes, we wiil do all the
good we can- But if men lie and
become fraudulent, and delight in
abominations and are void of prin-
ciple then we will say, with him
of old, **My soul enter thou not in-
to their secret, and mine honor
with him be not thou united.” We
are gathered here for the express
purpose of carrying out the purpos-
es of God; the world, however, do
not understand it. But I tell you
what they will do, by-and-by. You
will see them flocking to Zion by
thousands and tens of thousands;
and they will say, *““\Ve don’t know
anything about your religion, we
don’t care much about religious
matters, but you are honest and
honorable, and upright and jus
and you have a good, just and se-
cure government, and we want to
put ourselves under your protec-
tion, for we cannot feel pafe any-
where else.,” Thereis a scripture
which says, the time will come
““when he that will not take
up his sword to fight against
his neighbor, must needs; flee
to Zion for safety.”” And they
will come. But we must prepare
ourselves] we have got to have the
invigorating influence of the Bpirit
of God to permeate all of our or-
nizations, all feeling that we are

of the Almighty, every man in his
place, and every man according to
the order of the priesthood which
God has placed him. Does a bishop

expect the members of his ward to

be subject to hima? ' Yes, Should
they be? Yes. And should not they
themselves be subjeet to the Presi-
dent of the Stake? Yes. Then if the
Presidents of a Stake expects obe-
dience from thoee under him he
must be subject to those over him.
The Priests, Teachers and Deacons
in their place, the Bishops in theirs;

the President of Stakes in theirs;

the High Priests, SBeventies, and all
others, magnifying their respective
callings, filling the paositions they
occupy, holding themselves as
minute men clothed upon with the

power of God and the holy priest-



