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aa the routhegreatat rarailroadrv systembatem controlled
byboy the southern pacific company would
be closed and an elegant slimmer line
be in operation doing away with the
hotbot line in the sanban joaquin valley

I1 was talking to a farmer on the san-
ta clara valley near ventura who was
a believer in lucern and irrigation he
proudly told me that he hadbad justjuat cut
40 acres of lucern that realized 1600
having sold the first cutting at 16 per
ton he told me also that when ayery
body else was planting fruit trees he
tried lucern and as a consequence he
laIs 8a fortunate farmer in a season of
drought wherever there is a permanent
spring or mountain stream and irri-
gation the effects of a dry season are
not so apparent notably in southern
california

so great tois the scarcity of hay in
the southern part of california that
horses are being sold at each in
roslos angeles the fat obtained after cut-
ting them up and cooking is used for
making soap the bones for fertilizers
the hidesbides for leather I1 have been in-
formed that many of the farmers on
the coast line could not part with their
stock at any price the animals being
too poor to kill and too weak to walk
far

all around the citrus belt the per-
fectfact system of irrigation does not allow
a drop of water to run to the ocean
the ditches are all lined with portland
cement to prevent seepage and all the
resources of artesian wells and huge
pumps are used to keep up the supply
just whatwha condition of water famine
will be developed in five or six months
from now tois sad to contemplate near-
ly all the necessities of life will have to
be imported into the state to help out
the sufferers whatever is needed
should be furnished at the lowest
prices

coming north over the tehachapi
pass and the san juaquin valley the
drought is still worse usually each
sideade of the road for two hundred miles
jqie green with waving grain now all toIs
barren and burnt up by heat and very
little Isin to be seen until one approaches
the northern part of chevalleythevalley As a
matter of tactfact there are vast tracts
of land used in raising fruit that are
irrigated by mountain streams in all
suchouch cases fair crops will be raised
there is no hope for rain until the
rainy season begins next winter the
fine showers we sometimes have here
in utah are seldom seen in california
go90 while we cannot raise oranges let
us be thankful that we have water
enough to raise necessities

in talking with the mormon mission-
aries in california I1 am pleased to
stute that they report the people as be-
ing kind hearted and very hospitable
and the additionsaditions to membership are
growing very numerous there are
large branches of the church in san
francisco sacramento los angeles
and san diego president nye is proud
of the elders under his charge for a
more energetic body of men would be
hard to find street preaching in the
leading thoroughfares meets with
kindly favor and all the public meet-
ings in halls are well attended it often
happens that in times of trial that
mankind gets down to solid thinking
as to his condition spiritually as well
as temporally and while the unpre-
tending elder may direct attention to
the higher law of life he can also
point with glowing pride to utah
the queen of the west
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OKLAHOMA conference
lousbergDoUsDollsberg I1 T april 20 1898

the day of april 1898 waswaa
looked forward to with great pleasure
by the elderseiders of the oklahoma confer-
ence for it was the day for them to
meet in conference

it waswae a typical southern morning

when the saints andami elders gatheredbathesed
togethertogether to hold their semiannualsemi annual
conference all being present except
elders jensen and caldwell who hadbad
not yet arrived at 11161115 the meeting
waswaa called to order by
president wm T harper of auant
idaho the speakers during the meet-
ing were T G naylor of satsalt lakecity alftedalfred hogensen if montpelier
idaho and T J eades of Buckbulkheadbuckheadhead
oklahoma

the addresses made by these
brethren were well received the ap-
pearancepe arance of them and the power with
which they spoke held the attentiondon
of the congregation and asan the words
flowed from the lips of those humble
elders they seemed to sinkoink deep into
the hearts of the listenerstwo other meetings were held dur-
ing the day the time of the first being
occupied by the mission presidentdentwm T jack who laid before the
cleople some of the principles of the
gospel in such a way that it would be
almost impossible to misunderstand
them

elder francis woods of ogden was
the speaker during the vend ng hishia
subject being faith

the second day of our conference was
taken up mostly by priesthood meet-
ings wherein the elders gave a report
otof their past six months labor and
received some very important instruc-
tions elder jack said he was well
pleased with their labors in the past
and urged them to continue on in the
work and the blessings of god would
be poured down on them he also spoke
of the necessityneceenecesitysetty of traveling entirely
without purse or scrip he believed itif
we would exercise more falthfaith and put
our trust in our heavenly father thathe would provide usua with all that we
need while in the field

after priesthood meetings were over
our regular meeting convened elderwm T harper expounded to the peo-
ple of this neighborhood the principles
of everlasting life and warned them
against the judgments of god whwhich
are to tobe poured down upon the
wicked

the third dav of our conference
passed by similar to the two preceding
days except during the afternoon the
elders and a number of saints made
their way to rock creek which toIs
about two and one half miles distant
where two believers were led into the
waters of baptism

Conconferenceforence was adjourned and atterafter
expressions of gratitude and joy by the
saints and elders at the good time
which had been spent an entertain-
ment was announced and a good pro-
gram rendered

the elders otof this conference areacre at
the present time enjoying very good
health and the work is progressing rap-
idly

the elders who are here are doing
all that 1919 in their power and are
meeting with a great deal of success
we are still laboring in the chickasaw
nation but expect soon to finish them

WM T HARPER president

SUNDAY stSF

elder angus M cannon president
of the salt lake stake presided over
the services at the tabernacle sunday
afternoon may 8 1898

theahe choir sang the hymn
great taIs the lord good to praise

his high and holy name
prayer was offered by elder arthur

winter
the choir and congregation sang
god moves in a mysterious way

his wonders to perform
elder orson F whitney addressed

the congregation in commencing the
speaker referred to the great responsi-
bility of being a teacher even tem-
porarilypora rily to the latter day saints in

fact the duty of being a teacher of men
in any aoae of the world was a responsi-
bility great in its magnitude moses
jesus christ and joseph smith said
theabe speaker were the three ggreatesttest
teachers that had ever lived upon the
earth and their teachings had lived
and would live through the countless
ages of eternity jesus christ was thegreat lawgiverlaw giver the personage whose
visit to this earth was the insignia of
greater and more glorious truths than
had ever before been introduced
moses was the great founder of juris-
prudence because of the laws intro-
duced by him while joseph smith al-
though reviled and ridiculed had
planted a tree which had borne fruit
that indicated in all plainness thegreat good that he had accomplished
jesus fiadbad truly said men did not
gather grapes of thorns nor figs of
thistleswhistleses and this being the case no
good achievement could be wrought
out unless having a divine source or
basis

elder whitney dilated on the early
day teachings of moses he also spoke
of the instructions given by jesusjesua
christ to those of his disciples when
he spoke unto them as one having au-
thority and not as the scribes andaad
phariseesPharis ees jesus came not to destroy
that which already had been bullded
but as he had stated his mission was
to fulfill he taught the people to love
their enemies and to do all that could
be done in endeavoring to become per-
fect even as the father himself waswaa
perfect there was a newness to these
teachings which caused the people to
open their eyes in wonderment for
having been reared under the mosaic
law they knowknew nothing higher and
therefore were hardly prepared for the
new teachings of the savior his was a
higher law and its purpose was the sup-
planting of that which had been in
vogue for years before it helped man-
kind to attain that perfection desireddealred
and was therefore as essential in the
consummation of gods purposes as
anything that had ever been intro-
duced it taught the ushering in of
peace on earth and good will to all men
and in this vested the great signifi-
cance and importance of christs mis-
sion

speaking of the prophet joseph and
his teachings eder whitney dwelt
upon the similarity of them as comcorn i

pared with the words laid dawn by the
savior the golden rule was a part
of the gospel in this day as it was
anciently and its violation brought out
infliction of punishment as its strict
keeping brought out the reward of
eternal salvation follow me said the
savior itif ye love me keep my com-
mandmentsmandments these teachings
they were a vital part of the gospel
and should be adhered to by all claim-
ing allegiance to his name

joseph smith in the inquisitiveness
of a thoughtful boy was led to seek
father in prayer his prayer waaw

answered by a vison the father and
son appeared unto him told him of
the lack of ecclesiastical authority up
on the earth and of
th gospel which was to be brought
abut in the due time of the lord the
gospel waswaa restored through the istra
mentalityment allty of that boy and its restora-
tion had brought out exactly the same
teachings laid down by the savior
during his earthly career its glory
was incomprehensible its outcome
godlike and heavenly mankind
through obedience to its principles
could become like unto god they
attain a station of the highest exal-
tation a destiny which awaited all
who would live torfor it

the choir sang the anthem
0 father whose almighty power
benediction waswaa pronounced by elder

brigham young of the council of
apostles


