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DEATH OF JAS. D. HIRST.

James David Hirst died at Para-
dise, Cache County, Utah, of general
debility. on Thursday, May 23rd,
1890. Dezceased was burn at Leices-
ter, Euglaud, January 2ud, 1833,
and embraced the gospel in his
native townr March 19ih, 1848.
During his seveuteeuth year was
oidaipned a Priest and accompanied
the Elders evepings and on the
Sabbath preachiug the gospel in the
fown and county in which he was
born. On the first Sunday in June
1855, was ordained an Klder and
nrpulnted to labur in the Lieicester-
shire Couference. January, 1857,
wnas called totravel in the Derby-
shire Conference. Wihen the Elders
were called home during the Idcho

Canyon troubles Brother Hirst
determiuved o gather to Zion
with them, bLut on his arrival

in Liverpoo! President Asa Calkins
called him to Iabor In the Bheflield
Couference. At n General Coufer-
ence held in Birmingham, 1859,
Brother Hirst was appointed to the
Warwickshire Conference. The
same year he was moved to the Bir-
mingham Conference, and on the
12th day of April, 1840, succeeded
Idider Charles C. Shaw as president
of thre Lincolnshire Conference.
Ewigrated to Zion April 22nd, 1881;
stttled ju Ozden in Beptember of the
sume year. Mavried Havriet Tarry
October 18, 18¢1; moved to Paradise
in the year 1863, and was an active
worker in the migistry all his days,
being prealdent of the Teachers for
fifteen years. <!alled on = mission
to Eugland, 1883, waus prealdent of
the Nottingham Conference, doing
a good work, his health broke down
and hie wos released to come home,
was acting Bishop of 1'aradise for
three years. At the last fall ecoun-
ference held in Logan he was called
as 0 home missivnary. During the
severe winter he took a cold from
which he never recovered. His fu-
neral took place at 10 a m. oo Sun-
day DMay 25(h.

Brother Hirst wasa just and up-
right man, outspekeu yet tendcr iu
bis associations. He loved God and
His work better than all earthly
thluxl;s. Only a few days before his
deatli he ealled his family around
him aud bore o powerful testimony
of the work of God and the divine
nission of Joseph Smith. He was
a man who gcattered sunshine
vverywhere he weuntb, being jovial,
contenited and happy liimself, lhe
tried to make others the same.

Respectiully,

CuARLES . Bitaw,

Hyprom City, CUnche Counly,
U.'f., Juuo 25, [

THE POTTS TRADEGY.

The fact that Mr. aud Myrs. Potts
were residents of this city some
years ago, and the furlher fact that
their victim, Miles Faweelt, had
relativey here, is sufficient justifiea-
tion for presenting ndditional partie-
ulars of their erime and its diseov-
ery, whicli have coms to liand since
our lnst article in refercuce to the
matter,

Wolneeday, June 20, Mr. Robert

Aveson, an employe of this office
and the murdered man’s nephew,
thet and conversed with Mr. Jesse
Euglish, who was a resident of Car-
llu, Nevada, at the time of the mur-
der, and until alter the remaius
were discovered. Mr. English was
personnlly acquainted with all of the
parties conuected with the tragedy,
and was familiar with the circum-
stances attpndiug it.

As hag been previously stated, the
murder was committed on New
Year’zs night, January 1st, 1888,
On the evening of that day a danee
wag held in C(farlin. Whlle it was
in progress Mr. Potts was observed
to drive past the building Iu
whieh it was being conducted,
in Miles Fawcett's sleigh, and with
hiig horses. Later in the night

Jotls was seen to returu to the set-

tlement driving Faweett’s horaes,
which were attached to A new
wagon helguging to the murdered
man. The supposition is that Potts
went to Fawcett’s rauch in the
sleigh, which he left there, and
brought back the new wagon. The
lalter was seen next day ou Potts?
premises. The horses were placed
i charge of a neighber. Two or
three days later inquiries began to
be made as to Fawceett's whereabouts
wleu the Pollses oflered the ox-
pianation, ns before stated, that he
had suddenly been called east
and had given them -a bill of sale
of all his property.

This explanation did not satisfy
the people of Carlin. It was be-
lieved that there had been foul play,
aud a party was organized and en-
gaged iu a search for Fawcett’s
body, as it was suspected he had
been murdered by the Potts. His
rancit was visited and inspected and
the road leadiug to it searched, but
the suow wans deep and no eclue
could be found. Thus the matter
rested until the following Septem-
ber, when the Potts family re
moved lo Rock Bprings, Wyoming.
Some time after their removal a
family named Brewer rented the
house whichi they had occu-
pled. About this time a rumor
gpread through the neighborhootd
to the efluet that the hguse was
“haunted.?? Mrs, Brewer had been a
correspondent of the firee [Yess,
published at Elko, and ou January
5, 1889, over the signature of *Busy
Bee,*? her usual nom de plume, she
wrote the following communication
to that paper:

“Canniy, Jan, B, 1839,

“I have been intending to write to
you for several weeks, but you know
whaen one moves (0 a now place one
naturally is kept vory busy for n
whils. And in addition to other mal-
tors of interest 1t is a little exohing
when oue has the good luck to move
into a veritable haunted house. Not
many persons huve sucha thing to
happen to them ilese days. So far
the ghost hasn't scared any of us, but
he is here just the same. Somelimes
lie taps on the headboard of the bed;
other times he stalks across the kitehen
floor. and anon ha hammers awny at
the door, but nobordy’s there. But the
gavest capors of all are ent up in the
eallar. There he holda high revels,
aml upsaets the pickles and earrios on
generally.”

Tt is nggerted as nbsolute truth that
the Brewer family frequently heard
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unaccountable noises in differen
parts of the house, particularly io
the cellar, and that these strange:
scunds led to the investigation which
resulted in the discovery of Faw-
cett’s remains. Mr. Brewet in com-
pauy with a railroad conductor
named Iewis, took an iron rod,
went intu the cellar and begnno o
thorough scfutiny of it. While
probiug around with the rod a soft
place was discovered. Ou the re-
moval of some of the earth human
remains were disclosed. The body
had been cut to pieces. The head
was charred and fleshless, and had
heen cut up and dpartinlly burnt.
The legs, arms, and body were i,
small fragments. The cloihing of
the murdered man showed evidence
of haviug been partinlly burnt up;
one of the pockels of the pantaloons
was intact nnd contained a pockeb-
kuife, which was recognizced as the
property of Miles Faweett.

This discovery occurred Jan. 18,
1889, and greatly strengtheued the
sugplclons which had been hitherto
entertained, The Potts family wers
kuewn ¢n be in Rogk Bprings, W yo-
mipng and a telegram was sent fol
theirarrest. When the Nevada offl-
cers reaclied RRock Springe, and took
the accused couple iuto custody, Mr.
Potls exclaimed, when told of the
discovery of the human remains it
the cellar, “Why that is old man
Fawcetl's body,”” proving conclus:
ively that he and his wife were at
leust familiar with the disappeat-
ance of the murdered man. This
evidence isregarded as thestrongest
link fu the chain of proof which led
to their conviction. ‘Their state-
ment that Miles Fawcett committed
suicide in their house, while some-
what ingenious, was received with
ineredulity,

The Elko #ree Press of the 2lst
inst. contains an account of the
crime, the trial and the execulion,
from which it would appear that
Mrs, Pofts waga woman o} wonder:
ful nerve and self-control. YWhen
the verdict of conviction was ren-
dered she seemed the ceolest person
in the room, aud when {he sentence
of denth was prouounced she dis-
played ro emotion. Ouce or twice
while iu prison awaiiing execution
ghe ahecd tears, but with these ex:
cepltions she showed un unmoved
outward appearance. Her hushand
exhibited considerable frmnees,
though not 8o much as did she.

Francis W, Fawectt, of Newing-
ton Junction, Connecticut, uuder
dnte of February 18th, 1880, writes
to Mr. Robert A veson, of this eclty,
as follows:

“3y brother Miles has tiot written
to he for nearly four years now, ant
T am afraid gomething has happaned
to hun. I can gain no cluo to his
whareabouts; I have tried every offort
in my power or that writing could do;
bat to no effect so far,”

Other relatives of the murdered
man have felt great auxiety respect-
ing his wherealwouts.

Mrv, Jesse Kngllsh, when shown #
photograph of Miles Faweett,which
is in the possession of Mr. Aveson,
recognized it instantly, the subject
having been for a length of time &
petsoual acquaintance of his.

Residenis of the Fifteenth \Waid



