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the verdict could be nothing else than
an act of providence,

Every bridge in the country with
the exception of three railway bridyges
were swept away, and the roade are so
badly torn up that it will cost an im-
mense sum to repair them.

HUNDREDS OF FAMILIES ARE HOME-
LESS

and great distress prevalls. Assistance

is needd quickly. Clotbing and food

are both essentinl.

UOING TO THE RESQUE, *

PitrspuRdg, Pa., June 6.—At the
oltizens’ meeting beld here this after-
ooon, it wardecided to send A com mit-
tce to the oil reglons to administer re-
itef to the unfortunate Inbabitants of
that stricken district. At the head of
tbe committee i3 Major Gourlay and
James B. Beotl, director of Johosiown
reltef force. Complete urrangements
were made for the transportation of all
supplies to the pufferers and nothing
is peing left undone to render aid gen-
erously and withqut delay.

-

WOMEN AND THE STUDY OF LAW

[The Week, Toronto]

Prejudice ules bard, even in the last
decade of the nineteenth century,
. Witness the attitude taken by some
degal lights in the Ontario assembly on
the debate on Mr, Balfour’s bill te con-
fer on the law soclety power to admit
women to the study of law. What
poseible reason can there be why
‘women should pot be permitied to
atuuy law if they wish to do so? Ia
not jurisprudence one ot the noblest,
the most profound, tbe mi st bruaden-
jug and elevating of all studies in
which the human mind ean cngage?
By what right, buman or diviue,
should the masculine molely of our
citizens take it upon themselves tosay
that they must have a monopoly of the
study of this ennobling acience? The
men, pure-minded, far-sighted crea-
tures tbhat they are, are-« afraid,
fursooth, that if women are per-
mitted to get a8 Enowledge of law,
they may wish to euter the courts to
Jractice it, and in the course of their
practice may some day come lo con-
tact with somethiuvg so pltchy as to be
fit to be handled oniy by-their com-
peers of the other sex. s not puch an
argument as this a little too late in the
day? Has it not now been preity weil
demonstrated that women may beeafe-
Iy left Lo follow the dictates of their
own lonate and cultured sense of pro-
priely. and that they are quite as well
qualified to judge whut is modest and
becoming for them as are the average
-of their men#ors of the other sex? Ia
it not, indeed, just as possible that
the presence of ladles at the bar should
have the effect cccasjonally of modify-
iny the character of thecross-examlna.
tions Io certain ciaszes of criminal
cates, and of preventing the putting of
unnecessnry and outtageous questions,
peither justice nor medesty would
suffer from the chapnge?

But the questicn is not whether it ia
deeirable that women should practice
as bharristers in all kinds of cases, It o
whether they shall be permitted {o
share eduestional advantages which
are furnizhed at the public expense,
and to which women therefore con-
tribute their shate of taxatlon, It is
ajsc whether mn‘ oD be trusted to
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govern themselves in accordance with
their own sense of propriety,or whether
it Is neceseary that they should be re-
stricted and hampered at every luro by
limitations preseribed by the sex which
has hitherto had a monopoly of the
law-making buaipess, and whieh is
0~ ly just learning at this late day to
uge that monopoly with anything like
a fust and reasonsble cousideration for
the rights of the other sex.

We certainly are not particularly
anxious ty see women ad vocates in "the
oivil and ¢eriminal courts, bt we are
anxions that women shoulil be at
liberty to follow this or any other
honorable business or profession,if they
choose te do so and ean find & demanu
for their services. Vv¥e confessthat we
have never before given much thought
.to this particular phase of the guestion
of woman’s sphere, ns it has never be-
fore, we believe, beenr made a living
gquestion in Canada. May we he par.
doned Lf we add that the weakuoess of
the objectiona raised against Mr. Bal-
four’s bill, even more than the cogency
of the reasoning in its rupport, have
convinced us of the essential jus:ice of
the measure. When able opponents of
a given proposal are forced to resort to
such reasoning as was used by Mr.
Meredith in the case in question, it
reemn pretty safe to conclude that they
have somehow got on the wrong side.

NOTES FROM THE EAST.

This part of Wisconeln 1s now secen
at its besl, the trees now beingIn
bloom and the hilis and valleye cov-
ered with juzuriant verdure, It is a
very productive reglon and the in-
bubltante appear to be generally pros.
perove. The Fox river, which courses
through Appleton, ia ons of the filnest
sireams {n A meriea for furnishing
waler power, and it is being very gen-
erally utilized by the establishment of
paper mills, griet mills and other manpu-
factures along its banks, The great
number of paper iolils located
In this region comsumed such large
quantities of spruce and poplar that
the accensible supply within a reason-
able radius; whigh was thought ten or
a dozen years agoto be exhaustless,
seemed likely to give out, but now a
pnew source of supply has been opened
up in Capada, where it exists in large

uantitles, and from which point itle
ﬂoated over tbe lakes on rafta and then
down the river and capal oo barges,
The paper making business, of which
this is one of the chief centres, has un-
dergone an almost complete revelution
in the past fifteen yenrs, wood having
very largely taken the place of the
rag-fibre, formerly used, and notwith-
standing the prices of paper have ro
greatly depreicated, the machinery for
the manufacture of the same has bheen
correspondingly improved, so that the
manufacturers bave in many-
instances beccme jmmensely rich,
Thlis is a great graion  pro-
ducing reglon, tuo, and not subject
|to the drawbncke In the way of floods
that the Mississippi valley I8, where
the suffering haw been very great
during the past few weeks from Lhig
cause,

I visited 8t. Louie dny before yester-
day and found alinosi everything oo
the east side of the river in that region

afloat, For many mileg out from the

river the houses were murrounded by
water and very generally abandoned
by tbe inhabitanis, many of whom
were to be seen paddling about fp im-
| rovised canoces or boats, fishing out
effects that were indapgerof floating
away, The rallway tracks, loo, were
submerged to such an extent as toren-
der travel thereon very slow and haz-
ardoup. The crops Ip many parts of
IMinojs, o far as [ wad able tg pbe
serve frofo traveling through by train,
seemed to be very greatly damaged,
aod, in a few localities, apparently
totally destroyed by the fluod,

One good resnlt that ia likely to ao-
orue from the prerent high water ia
the elevation of the railway tracks that
extepd for Jong distances along the
rivers which overflow, and the gonee-
quent proteclion from inundation of
the adjoining farms and vilinges. The
inhabitants of East 8:. Liouie are es-
pecially tounting on thia.

The distress resulting from the floods
has appealed lo the charitable, and it
is encouraging to observe the response
which ia being made therete. The
milk of buman kind.ese 18 not all
dried up in the breasta of the people of
this nation, and there is no lack of
such publio enterprises as the Fost-Dis-
paich ot 8t. Louis to remind the chari-
table of their duty and head the list
with a handsome contribution.

U L.
APPLETON, Wis,, June 2, 1892,

——

THE PLUMBERS STRIKE.

About a week or len daye ago the
loval Plumbers? Unlon sent 4 communi-
cation to the Masler Plumbers® A asoci-
ation saying that afler July lat the
members of the union should expect to
get §$5 for every eight hours’ work, In
c¢ase the demand ehould be unfavorably
considered they would goouton astrike.
The communi¢stion has been under ad-
visement since that time. The piumb-
ing companies of the city believed that
they had until July lst to take action
in the matter, The plumbers, however,
gave a ditferent construetion aod at 8
o’clock thie moruing every unlon
plumber 1o the clty struck for the rum
named, and consequenlly there is little
or no plumbing belng done today
though rueh work Io gonie of the build-
{nge in course of erection ig an Imper-
ative necessity. The plumbing com-
panlen were laken wholly by eurprise
and were in every way unprepareu for
the strike, When asked (oran explan-
ation a8 to why they had atruck the
union men responded that they believed
that their demands would not be com-
plied with on the date named.

There are about pne hundred and
fifty union plumbers in the city and
s member of & prominent plumbing
firm eaid this afterncon that about
two-thirde of that number were trans-
jents.

When asked as to whelher the de-
mands of the piumbers would be com-
plied with, he replied that he wasun-

prepared to soewer that question,
a8 the npew phuse of the atirike
had not been coneidered as yet.

Both himselfand his firm were opposed
to yielding and did not propose to do
a0, There was a principle Involved;
the whole thing was unpjust. The
plumbers were now gettlng $4 for
eight hours work and that was as



