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the verdict could be nothing else

act of providence
every bridge in the country with

the exception of three railway bridges
were swept away and the roads are so
badly torn up that it will cost an im-
mense sum to repair them
HUNDREDS OF FAMILIES AREABB HOME-

LESS

and great distress prevails assistance
is needa quickly clothing and food
are both essential 0TO THE RESCUE

pa june 6 at the
citizenscitizensy meeting holdheld here this after-
noon it was decided to send a commit
tteteett e to the oil regions to administer re-
lief to the unfortunate inhabitants of
that stricken district at the head of
the committee is major gourlay and
james B scott director of johnstown
relief force complete arrangements
were made for the transportation of all
supplies to the sufferers and nothing
is being left undone to render aid gen
bouslyerous ly and without delay

WOMEN AND THE STUDY OF LAW

the week toitorontoonto 1

prejudice wes hardbard even in the lastjast
decade of the nineteenth century
witness the attitude taken by some
legal liabo in the ontario assembly on
the debate on mr balfourdBal fours bill tot con-
ter

con-
fer on the law society power to admit
women to the study of law what
possible reason can there be why
women should not be permitted to
study law if they wish to do sotso laIs
not jurisprudence one otof the noblest
the mostmoat profound the mstm st broaden-
ing aridand elevelevatingting of all studies in
which the human mind can engagedengage
by what right human or divine
should the masculine moiety of our
citizens take it upon themselves to say
that they must have a monopoly of the
study of this ennobling science the
men pure minded farsightedfar sighted crea-
tures that they are are afraid
forsooth that itif women are per-
mitted to get a knowledge of law
they may wish to enter the courts to
practice it and in the course of their
practice may somenovas day come in con-
tact with somethingug so pitchy as to be
fit to be handled only by their com
peers of the other sexaex Is not such an
argument as this a little too late in the
day has it not now been pretty well
demonstrated that women may be safe
ly left to follow the dictates of their
own innate and cultured sense otof pro-
priety and that they are quite as well
qualifiedfled to judge what isin modest and
becoming for them as are the average
of their mentors of the other sex Isis
it not indeed justjuat as possible that
the presence of ladies at the bar should
have the effect occasionally of modify-
ing the character of the cross examina
eions in certain classes of criminal
cases and of preventing the putting of
unnecessary and outrageousageous questions
neither justice nor modesty would
suffer from the change

but the question is not whether it Isia
desirable that women should practice
as barristersbar in all kinds of cases it laIs
whether they shall be permitted to
share educational advantages which
are furnished at the public expense
and to which women thereforas con-
tribute their share of taxationtion itis
also whether VWL can be trusted toaw

govern themselves in accordance with
theironthelrown senseseme of
it Is necessary that they should be re-
strictedstricteteded and hampered at every turn by
limitations prescribed by the sexax which
has hitherto hadbad a monopoly of the
lawmakinglaw making bubusinessainess andadd which is
0 ly just learning at this late day to
use that monopoly with anything like
a just and reasonable consideration for
the rights of the other sex

we certainly are not particularly
anxious to see women adadvocatesvacates in the
civil and criminal courts but we are
aanxious that women should be at
liberty to follow this or any other
honorable or proprofession if they
choose to do so and can flailfind a demandtdemantr
for their services we confess that we
have never before given much thought
to this particulareular phase of the question
of womanscomans sphere as it has never be-
fore we believe been made a living
question in canada may we be par-
doned if we add that the weakness of
the objections raised against mr bal-
fourafau vis bill even more than the cogency
odthe reasoning in its support have
convinced us of the essential juaicejus ice of
the measure when able opponents of
a givengiren proposal are forced to resort to
such reasoning as was used by mr
meredith in the case in question it
seems pretty safe to oonconcludeelude that they
have somehow got on the wrong side

NOTES FROM THE EAST

this part of wisconsin is now seen
at its bestbeat the treestrees now being in
bloom and the hillsbills and valleys bovcov-
ered with luxuriant verdure it is a
very productive region and the in-
habitants appear to be generally pros-
perous the fox river which courses
through appletonAp is one of the finest
streams in america for furnishing
water power and it is being very gen-
erally utilized by the establishment of
paper mills grist mills and other manu-
facturesfac tures along its banks the great
number of paper willsmills located
in this region consumed such large
quantities of spruce and poplar that
the accessible supply within a reason-
able which was thought ten or
a dozen years ago to be exhaustlessexhaust leasleep
seemed likely to give out but now a
new source of supply hambaa been opened
up in canada where it exists in large
quantitiesuan titles and from which point it la
bloatedfloated over the lakes on rafts and then
down the riverover and canal on barges
the paper making businessbusibusin mes of which
thisthin is one of the chief centresbentrescen tres has un-
dergone an almost complete revolution
in the putpast fifteen years wood having
very largely taken the place of the
rag fibrefabre formerly used and notwith-
standing the prices of paper have so
greatly depre the machinery for
the manufacture of the same hasban been
correspondingly improved so that the
manufacturers have ioin many
instances become immensely rich
this is a great grain pro-
ducing region too and not subject
to the drawbacks in the way of floods
that the mississippi valley is where
the suffering has been very great
during the past few weeks from this
cause

I1 visited st louis day before yester-
day and found almost everything on
the east side f the river in that region
afloat for many milea out from the

river the houses were surrounded by
water and very generally abandoned
by the inhabitantsinhabitants many of whom
were to be seepseen paddling about in im-
i revised canoescanoes or boatsboat fishing out
effects that were in daugerdanger of floating
away the railway tracks too were
submerged to such an extent as to ren-
der travel thereon very slow and haz-
ardous the crops in many parts otof
illinois so far as I1 waswag able to ob-
serve from traveling through by train
seemed to be very greatly damaged
and in a few localities apparently
totally destroyed by the flood

one good result that is likely to ac-
cruecrue from the present high water itsis
the elevation of the rallrailwayway tracks that
extend for longjong distances along the
rivers which overflow and the conse-
quent protection from inundation of
the adjoining farms and vilvillageslagett the
inhabitants of east st louis are es-
peciallyally bountingtoun ting on this

the distress resultresultinginiz from the floods
has appealed to the cricharitabletable and it
is encouraging to observe the response
which tois being made thereto the
milk of human kindtkindi ess tois not all
dried up in the breasts of the people of
this nation and there is no lackjack of
such public enterprises as theibe postpose dis
patch otof st loutelouis to remind the chari-
table of their duty and head the list
with ita handsome contribution
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THE PLUMBERS STRIKE

about a week or ten days ago the
lojo al plumbersplumber nionI1on sentgent a commacommuni-
cation

ni
to thegs va umbers assoil

aaion assaying tthatt after july let the
meinmembersbers of the union should expect to
get 5 for every eight hours work in
case the demand should be unfavorably
considered they would go outonout on a strikeastrike
the commacommunicationbleb tion has been under ad
vi since that time the plumb
ing companies of the city believed that
they had until july to take action
in the matter the plumbers however
gave a different construction and at 9V
oilclock this morning every union
plumber in the city struck for the sum
named add consequently there is little
or no plumbingI1 bl being done toatodays
though amwork in some of chebulthe buildIT
ingsingo in cobigecourse of erection tois an imper-
ative necessity the plumbing cam
pantos were taken wholly by surpriseise
and were in every way unprepared for
the strike when asked for an explan-
ation eisas to why they had struck the
union monmen responded that they believed
that their demands would not be com-
plied with on the date named

there gireare about one hundred and
fifty union plumbers in the city and
a member of a prominent plumbing
firm said this afternoon that about
two thirds of that number were trans-
ients

when staked as to whether the de-
mands of the plumbers would be com-
piled with hebe replied that he was un-
prepared to answer that question
as the newdew phase of the strike
had not been considered as yet
both himself and hisbis firm were opposed
to yielding and did not propose todoto do
so there was a principle involved
the whole thing was unjust tibethe
plumbers were now getting 4 for
eight hours work and that


