capital havesignified their intention
to preclpitate n confliot if possible
on that day. Unensiness exists in
Austria lest the army may iavor
rather than fire upen the populace,
and in Germany the prospects that
the peace of the day will be un-
broken are not reassuring.

In Loodon there is no.present in-
dication of violence, but the demon-
stration will nssume enormous pro-
portions. Half a2 million marchers
will join in the parade. after which
twenty orators will simultanecusly
address the assembled multitudes
from twenty different stands. Glad-
stone ig to be one of the speakers,

The proceedings of theday will be
well ecalculated to make crown-
wearers tremble. If the laboring
world cam act in concert tomake the
firat of May a universal fete day, a
similar condition of union for the
accomplishment of some other object
can be attained; and when the
world of bone and sinew comes to
the conclusion to unite and change
the existing order of things in re-
spect to nny governmental or social
question, from whence is the power
to vome that will be able to with-
stand it?

The outward show of strength
which the wage-workers mny make
in the different natione may have
the effect to Inerease the rigor with
which those in powoer will labor te
suppress the movement; but it is
doubtful if such efforte will not
tend to infuse the toiling masses
with » firmer determination to
unite and resist the wrongs they
suffer under existing conditions.
When the laboring millions of the
civilized world unite in a common
cause, andmove on the same day,
it is mafe to calculate that gigantic
developments are at hand.

AN UNCONSTITUTIONAL LAW. .

Iow.s hasa law, enacted in the
loterests of probihition, whieh pro-
vides for the selzure nnd counfisca-
tion of intoxicating liquors, includ-
ing such as Bre imported from other
Hitates, ns well as those made ab
home. The Bupreme Court of
the United BStates declared this
statute unconstitutional, so far as it
operated to destroy or escheat prop-
erty conveyed from one Biate to
another. Property so transported
comes under the profsction of Con-
gress by virtue of the powers con-
ferred upon that body by the consti-
tution to regulate inter-state com-
merce, aud the Towa Jaw was a
violatlon of the enactment of Con-
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gress known as the Inter-state
commerce law.

We are willlng to take this deci-
sion as an omen favorable to a jusl
outcome of a very important case,
pending in the same court, and in-
volving similar questions, carried
thence frows Utah. Itis plain that
the highest tribunal in the land has
not lost all its jemlousy respecting
enaclments that look to the confisca-
tion of property by methods that
violate the Constitution; and the
only question now pending is, Will
that court be as watchful of the
rights of am unpopular religious
organization, as it has shown itself
to be over those ot the manufacturers
of and deslers in intoxicating
drinks?

—

THE DISFRANCHISEMENT MEASURE

Trt House Committee on Terrl-
tories have agreed, by a strict party
vote, to report favorably the bili
providing for the disfranchisement
of the Latter-day Baints of Utah.

Mr. Saunders, of the Utah Com-
mission, when he appeared before
the committee, made n blundering
admission. It was to the effect that
the need for this additional legisla-
tipn existed in the fact that the
Edmunds-Tucker slatute failed to
produce a setious split in the Pec-
ple’s Party. It was hoped Lhe“Mor-
mons? would break up politically
and vote largely with the “Liberals.”
Instead of doing this they voted al-
most solidly together. In order to
wipe out such a disagreenble slement
of opposition mere effective legisla-
tion was mneeded. The wholesale
method was the most desirable—the
passage of a law that would ex-
tinguish the entire vote of the
“Mormons. !

That is about the substance of Mr,
Sannders’ plea. 1t is anastounding
one. Itl1sa new theory in the poli-
tice of a republic. When the vote
of s party becomes troublesome to
the opposition disfranchise 18
meémbers. The gentleman told the
truth as to the reason for the pro-
posed law, but in bluntly announe-
ing it he manifested an absence of
adroitness that was somew hat trou-
blesome to his own kind.

In its report on the measure it
appears that the coramittee, recom-
mending its passnge, uryes as n rea-
son that ¢“No religious right 'is in-
vaded by the bill.%?

In the light of the proceedings of
the committee nothing could be
more shamefully fulse or exhibit
more efltontery than such a gauzy
elaim, Thiscan readily be shown

847

by the treatment accorded sn
amendment on this point offered by
Mr, Springer. It was as follows:

“Provided, that no person shall be
deprived of the right to vote, hold of-
fice of sit on a jury on account of his
religions belief or opinions.”

This was rejected on a ptrict party
vote. Mr. Bpringer’s amendment
was n negative proposition; conse-
quently the action of the majority
of the committee was the aMrma-
tive of it and meant this:

“Provided, that a person shall be
deprived of the right to vote, hold of-
fice or sit on a jury on accowunt of his
religious belief or opinions."

Actions nre more forcible than
words, therefore the language of the
report made by the committee dis-
olaiming an invasion of religious
right is 80 much flatulency, when
placed alongside of the fact of the
crushing of the protective proflered
amendment and the assault on the
right of religion in the measure it-
self.

«No constitutional objection can
be -urged to its passage,”’ is another
proposition of the cemmittee. That
ip a most unphilosophical way of
getting rid of an important political
problem. Perhapstheassertion may,
however, be considered correct ac-
cording to the recently announced
status of the constitution as defined
by a distinguished senator—the will
of the majority. Take the instru-
ment as it stands, however, and no
measure that could ever be offered
could be more properly or power-
fully objected to on comstitutional
grounds. The inhibition against
the ajpplication of religious tfests to
decide qualifications for voting or
holding oftice is strong enough and
sufficiently weighty to grind the bill
to atems if it were directed against
it. But it 8 getting common
now to regard the Constitution as
a relio of antiquity that ought to
be discarded or placed in a museum
asa pointer backward toold times
when men bad not sufficient sense
to frame an organic act that would,
when acted upon, preserve for all
time the freedom and rights of the
people against the onslaughts of ty-
THnts. :

If these invasions of the funda-
metal law of the country continue
the pation will scon be in the posi-
tion of the consumptive patient who,
when asked the question, “How is
your constitution?*” replied, ‘Its

| gone, but I'm getting along the

best I can on the by-laws.?

———

A discontented man is like a
snake who would swallow an ele-
phant,



