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T TOPICS IN EUROPE

saows1ral events castamt their
wre is a well knownitois vhake

IS18 not merely those
TliboridtiB worldorid styles religious

who read in thet
d the prelude of

only ars8 glikbinde englanaglandsEnRnglans
ttlsterter lord salisbury

pronounced at the mansion house
1in london some able and stripingstriking
remarks among otner things he
said we are living in a state of
things to which history affords us
no analogy the hope of securing
the preservation of european peace
by tremendous preparation for war
has prompted the greater continen-
tal nations to load themselves with
almost intolerable fiscal burdburdenseDS
these enormous armaments these
dread instruments of death must
mean to the eyes ofaof a statesman who
contemplates the future and who
has to decide the fearful issue of
peace and war that when once two
nations shall be locked in the dead-
ly grapple of modern warfare the
end must be destruction for one of
them every statstatesmanesmau who is
meditating onOD the consequence of
his acts knows what a fearful stake
it is that he is nowDOW CaStIcastingfIg down on
the green cloth of destiny the is-
sue is so frightful that men shrink
from challenging it As they peer
over the fearful abyss they are ap-
palled by the terrible fate which
owing to modern armaments and
modern ce awaits them should
any accidentaccedent foil their calculations
to intellects less penetratingpenetraterati ng and
comprehensive than that of the brit-
ish prime minister the mere existsexist
ence of mighty hosts armed to the
teeth trained to perfection in every
military exercise and commanded
by skilled warriors whose hopes of
advancement and distinction are
based upon battlefield achieve
mentsmente not parade ground perform
incesances jais fraught with chronic and
iverever increasing danger to interna-
tional peace

the horrors of war have
lately set forth by professor Geffgeffckeneken
of berlin in a series of remarkable
chapters one of which treats on the
wars of prussia with france under
napoleon 1I it seems that the bhor-
rors

pr
1

of those wars almost fecrip tion between the beare
and 1811 the now famous hoben
zollernhollern realm lost all its territories
south of the elbe and was reduced
to a small province scarcely sixty
miles square in those five years
more than half the entire male pop-
ulation had been killed in battle or
had emigrated to foreign countries
nornoral was this all in those livefive

succeeded in draw-
ing
yealajalleonn
ng nwe than twelve thousand

million francs from
the mutilated kingdom despite Usits
imimpoverishmentment by every sort of
mimilitaryenry devastation and by the
temporary annihilation of its com-
merce navigation and industry
when at length napoleon was over-
thrown and france waswaa forced back
within her own frontier att was
found at prussia alone hadhad de
creaseacrt asea in population nearly four
milimillionsofis these facts enable us in
america to grasp in some slight de-
gree the causes of that terrible na-
tional hatred that ekiso between
germany and france

the great event of the past weekweed
in fact one of the great events of
modern history was the wonderful
naval review at SpI8 pitheadpi thead never
before has the worldward seen so power-
ful an armada the british fleet
consisted of one hundred and twelve
war vessels with many other iron-
clad merchant steamers that could
easily be fitted up for naval service
in case of war it was a scene of
brilliancy and enthusiasm and
wowonderfider for never hashap so strong and
so powerful a fleet beonbeen brought to-
gether in one spot aside from the
vast british armament there was
alsalso0o the new and well built german
fleet which hadbad accompanied the
emperor on his visit tato the great
review these german iron dads
though only thirteen in number
are powerful dangerous looking
ships and according to the bestbeat
authorities in naval matters are
second to none twenty five years
ago no one dreamed of germany as
a flast claase naval power yet today

as
through all this grand re-

view however amid the gay deco-
ration of hundreds of war ships the
booming of thousands of cannon
the inspiring martial music from
the bands and enthusiastic cheering
of the countless host assembled the
intelligent and reflecting could
emly 1perceiverc ie thattbt the fear of the

is brooding over the
nitnatifains we a terrible nightmare

publiciafe opinion has often been
likened to a pendulum at one mo-
ment it swings in one directionWidirection and
in the next moment its movemovementmeAt
changes two months ago when
brunos monument was inaugurated
at romebome there were many so called
protestants who to some extent
sympathized with the pope bruno


