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It is with pleasure that I arise to
speak to you for a few moments, and
to bear msiv testimony to the truth of
the work in which we are engaged. I
desire while I am before you that I
may have the support of your faith
and prayers, that what I may say may
be dictated by the spirit of truth.

I rejoice in assembling with the Lat-
ter-day Saints, in looking upon their
faces, in mingling with them in the ex-
ercises of devotion which we are ac-
customed to pay our Father and God.
I rejoice 1n the society of Latter-day
Saints, because in their society I rec-
ognize a spirit of purity, of holiness
and virtue, that in contrast with the
state of things that predominates in
the world is as the heavens to the earth.
I love to be with our people in times
when the wicked assail them, for I feel
among them a sense of safety, a feeling
of securiti'y of contentment of happi-
ness that I de not believe can be realized
ttirsu great an extent among other peo-

e.
¥ We have among us our differences
and evils. We have causes to mourn;
occasions that make us feel sad; but
I know of nothing that produces this
feeling to so great a degree among the

Saints as the wing consciousness
among them that what is called the
Christian world has concluded not to

receive Christianity as it was revealed
in the ministrciv of Jesus Christ. We
know that God has revealed in the day
in which we live the principles of
truth as they were in the begining, as
they ever have been, as they ever must
be in time and all eternity. We know
that that which He has revealed in our
day and generation is identical with
the truths that fell from the lips of our
Savior in the meridian of time, and
challenge the world to a comparison
of the doctrines to convince them-
selves, This challenge has been sent
abroad to almost every nation,and kin-
dred and tongue and people, of the
whole earth. It is epen to-day. We
ask the investigation of mankind. We
ask our fellowmen, brethren and sis=
ters, sons and daughters of the
same God, to listen to the truths of
heaven, eternal truths that God has re-
vealed. But mankind preters,apparent-
l{l.wen in thisenlightened age the truth
that men by their own wisdom are en-
abled to discover to the truths which
God by His infinite wisdom reveals,
This is true to so great, an extent that
the foremost thinkers even amon
what is called the religious world,
have concluded to lay aside the
old truths of Christianity—the old
doctrines of Christianity—as unfitted
to the age in which we live. 1 had the
leasure, I think eight weeks ago to-
ay, to listen to st of a series
of sermons by gerhnps the foremost
clergyman of this age, certainly of the
country, in which, in his inimitible
manner, he said he had concluded,after
the pmiﬂundest thought and research
that people should wipe out many of
the old ideas of religion that have pre-
valiled in Christendom for 1800 years,so
astomaintain harmony with the medern
discoveries of science—with the Dar-
winian theory and philosphy. He has
also sacrificed the book upon which
their faiths and their beliefs are
founded, and as the surest possible
evidence that faith in that sacred re=-
cord, the Holy Bible, is a thing of the
past, Rev. Henry W'ard Beecher de=-
clares that if it is true then ‘“Mormon-
ism”’istrue! We are exactly of the same

opinion as Rev. Beecher in that respect. fworld would love its own; but we

But it does not prove altogether the
falsity of that which has been accepted
in the world as Christianity. The
Bible contains the doctrines that the
Latter-day Saints preach, that the
Latter-day Saints have the courage in
the face of all the world to practice.
They are doctrines of truth, ef holi-,
ness, of progress and advancement,
designed to save men, to build them
up, to develope the best thoughts in
them, and prepare them for greater
light and greater knowledge and un-
derstanding than dawned upon man-
kind in ages past; to pre areaPenéJle
by their intelligence, by their fully de-
veloped characters for that glorious
day when the Son of God shall come
among them and dwell with them. It
is true that it is impossible for the
Christian world to harmonize many of
the doctrines’ that are growing in
avor with them to-day with the holy
Scriptures, and for that reason the
Latter-day Saints mourn that their
brethren and sisters of the world
hough professing Christianity ah_uuld
e averse to receivihg the prinmpleu
of Christianity as they were revealed
by the Savior himself. To-day with
a.lyl the Christianity that prevailsin the
world where do you find men who are
willing to receive the very first, the
fundamental principles of the doctrine
of Christ? Where are those who will
receive the ministry of such as con-
veyed Christian principles in the meri-
dian of time to the understanding of
men? What! the administration of
angels in our day and age of the
world? A greater absurdity could not
be proposed. What! 1faith as the ftirst
rinciple of salvation? No, reason is
'Fhe first principle of salvation in the

‘‘Believe and thou shalt be
saved’ is the doctrine of the Savior.
It is belief, it is faith, that underlies
that knowledge which secures mankind
an entrance into the Kingdom of God.
We teach and have been taught that
we must have faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ: that we must believe in the
words of truth that have been revealed
from Him; that we must put our trust
in God who has delivered His people
in timesthat are past and gone; that
we must rely upon His direction and
walk in the path that e shall lead us
in, fearing only Him, fearing not man
who can destrov the body but fearing
God who can destroy both body and
soul. In ourendeavor to keep the com-
mandments of God, to practice them,
to heed the teachings of angels sent
from the throne of grace, to put away
our sins, to live pure lives, holyand
righteous in the sight of God and our
fellow men, to enter into sacred places
and administer the ordinances of
everlasting life for ourselves and for
our dead—in endeavoring to do these
things we have incurred the displeasure
of an unbelieving world, of those who
have substituted something else as
the first principles of life and salvation
for those which were given 1800 years
ago by the bavior of the world. The
world has assumed to =it in judgment
upon us for this belief. The world
has assumed to say that we have done
wrong in accepting these truths and
living according to the law which God
has revealed for our guidance and our
rovernment. Now, for one 1 do not

elieve that the judgment, in this re-
spect,of the world will materially af-
fect us in practicing and carrying out
the purposes of Jenovah., Certainly it
cannot change the truth, If Mor-
monism is truth the adverse
criticism and judgement of mankind
cannot materially affect its practice,
They certainly cannot stand against
that power which ever accompanies
the promulgation of truth. IBecause
of this Latter-day Saints have no fears
of the future. We are dauntless in
our advocacy of these principles be-
cause we know that they aretrue and
must therefore prevail.

There is very little endeavor, I may
here remark, on the part of those who
Eeek to abuse,and misrepresent us and

0 bring down upon us evils—there is
among them very little disposition to
examine the principles that we pre-
fess and teach; there is very little dis-
positionamong them or desire to as-
certain if these things are not trne, or
to find anything in the way of argu-
ment against that which we teach and
practice before the world. They have
sent up the strong relizious men of the
nation to show us the error of our
ways. We have gladly met them. We
have met them in this building in dis-
cussion for the purpose, of having
them bring forth their reasons to show
that we are in error and thatthe judg-
ment of the world is right. What has
The faith of the Lat-
ter-day Saints has beeh increased;
they have Bbeen confirmed and
strengthened 1n their belief, and we
have heard very little boasting of the
success of those who were sent to
show us the error of our ways. Iim-
agine that if there had been success
iwe would never have heard the last of

t.

This judgment of the world against
us, assuming that we are wrong, as-
suming that there is something up here
in Utah that is not right, that is not
consistent with Christianitv, or the
enlightenment of the age, has caused,
perhaps, some distress, caused us to
witness scenes that have a tendency to
try the faith of the Latter=-day Saints,
to prove their integrity. . For one
viewing the matter in that licht, i
thank God for it. 1 thank God that we
are permitted to live in a dayand age
of the world when He has not for-
gotten His people, and has demon-
strated to them, and to mankind as
well, that they are in possession of the
truth. If we were of the world the

been the result?

have come out of the world, therefore
the world hate us. They have in vari-
ous ways manifested their evil disposi-
tion towards us since the commence-
ment of the Church and Kingdom of
God upon the earth in this generation,
Smce the day that Joseph Smith re-
ceived the revelatiens of God through
the administration of angels from
heaven there has been a hue and ery
raised against our people—an endeavor
to blot out the work that the Saints
have been engaged in. But let me tell
ou, my faith and belief and testimony
s that the world has lost its oppor-
tunity to destroy that which is called
“ Mormonism ; ’’ that God’s eternal
truth, as received and practiced by the
Latter-day Saints in these mountains,
is rooted and grounded so deep and
firm that it will never, while time and
eternity lasts,be uprooted or destroyed.
I cannot coneeive, my brethren and
Risters, of the destruetion of a truth.
If mankind will assume that there is
an error here that needs to be rooted
out—if their assumption were correct
—I would not deny their power to suc-
ceed in the effort. They have said—
that which they say most is—that our
homes are not pure, that our homes
are not constructed upon the right
lan. They forget that the homes that

od most honored in ages that are
gone by were constructed upon the
plan that the Latter-day Saints advo-
cate and hold out to the world as the
plan of God. They forzet: that Jesus
Christ the Son of God* delighted in
tracing His earthly lincage through the
homes of polygamists, They have
undertaken to destroy such homes. ]
feel in my heart sorry {or the man who
conceives that he has the power to

day and age in which we live. But it
snot so; written in the doctrine of

succeed in such an unholy work. But
they say tlfty millions have declared

T

against us. I do not take any stock in
this assumption on the part of a few
that fifty millions have condemned us
—nave said that we are wrong, and
that we must go. There are those who
have been throwing dust in the eyes of
the fifty millions who say so. Bu*let
me tell you how it can very readily be
discovered whether we are wrong or
not. We have petitioned, we have
plead with the powers of this govcrn-
ment to send among us a commission
of honorable men to investigate the
situation here, and to let all the world
know what the great error and crime
is that we are accused of.

The kind of commission we want is
this: we want the government—if it is
possible in all this land of enlighten-
ment, among all these people that are
offended at the immorality of the
‘“‘Mormons’’—to .select a commission
of men who are perfectly true to their
marital relations, who are virtuous,
and we challenge that commission ofi
men to prove us an immoral people.
Let them go into our homes and what
will we show them there? We will
show them respect of husbands for
wives, wives for husbands, parents for
children, children for parents and for
each other. We will show them faith;
we will show them virtue, and we
challenge them to deny the truth of
our showing tu the American peopie.
Then if we are not immoral, why this
hue and cry raised against us? Can
you answer who have passed laws to
send men, whose lives are above re-
proach, into prison, and to scatter
their familiea? Can you who have
passed such wicked laws answer if we
preve that we are a moral peopl:?

They may say that we are indepen-
dent. Well, I thank God for one that
I trace my lineage back through a race
of independent men, who had the cour-
age over 200 years ago to stand up in
the face of inimical laws against their
religion and say, *‘My conscience is my
own. If need be I wiil leave my native
land that I may serve my God.”” And
they did so, and helped to form a
government upon this land that God
in His infinite mercy and wisdom had
held in reserve for many ages for a
people that would accord to his sons
and daughters the right to worship
and honour Him acﬂurﬁing to the light
tnat was in them. We do not see, un-
less ‘‘there is something rotten in
Denmark,”” why the American people
should fear the independence of the
““Mormons.” 1 do not see why there
should be any dread at giving us our
equal states rights—the privilege to
elect our officers and administer the
laws according to the wisdom that is
in us. God knows, our fellow men
know, these hrpqcrltes and liars who
are misrepresenting us to the world
know we are capable of self-govern-
ment, and of instituting and preserv-
ing the securest and safest govern-
ment, and the most economical of any
people 1n this land. I say that with-
out boasting. But we would not have
that reputation if we elected our
villifiers to the offices, and 1 do not
-think we will do it. I cannot see, my
heart cannot conceive, my understand-
ing is not broad enough to fathom the
reason why we should not, because of
our religion, be accorded equal rights
with our fellow-citizens of this coun-
try. We have the stability of com-
merce and society: we have the
wealth; we have the population; we
have every requisite qualification for
self-government, and in the light of
freedom I have yet to hear a reason
assigned for withholding from us our
rights. The nearest thing to a reason
[ have heard is that we are an un-
popular people with the rest of the
citizens of this country, and then the
next reason is—and that which I really
believe is deeply felt—the- jealousy of
the east with respect to the west—the
feeling that the great comiercial in-
terests of the east should have greater
representation in the halls of Congress
than the sparsely-settied regions of
the west.

But I look forward, my brethren and
sisters, to the time *_w’heu the truth will
dawn upon this nation with respect to
this people. 1 look forward to the
day when they will discover that there
has been * a great bugaboo raised
over this question of ‘*Mormonism,”’
which they will be ashamed to think
they have paid much attention to, or
taken much notice of. I may say ina
word that I look forward to the time
when the powers that be in Washing-

|

withstandine there are errors and
wickedness alongside of it—will aid us
in maintaining our integrity. 1 have
yet failed 1o meet the man of honor,
the man of sense, the man of discern-
ment, the man of good judgment who
would condemn me for maintaining.
the position that in my heart I feel to
take respecting this question, even in
these times. I have but recently re-
turned from visiting among men in
various classes of society in the east,
and I have talked over this question of
‘* Mormonism ’’ in various forms. [
have put the question in this manner
to a great many, and the reply I have
recelved, 1 must confess, has been one
of encouragement, and one that has
been gratifying to me.

There have been gross errors come-
mitted in regard to Utah. For some
cause the nation has received the idea
that tae ** Mormons’ are a wicked
Rﬁﬂplﬂ. Their record disproves it,
‘here has been a law passed which
makes a crime of a principle of the
Latter-cday Saints’ religion, but there
is no people in this land who have so
free a record in the criminal courts.
What was the percentage, as shown by
the crime records in this territory, be-
fore the operation of this law against
the ** Mormons 7’ I believe, as nearly
as I remember, while five-sixths of the
population of this territory are ** Mor-
mons,’”” and one - sixth non-** Mor-
mons,’”’ eighty-five per cent. of the
criminals were from the ranks of the
one-sixth, and fifteen per cent. of the
criminais were from the ranks of the
five-sixths, who are **Mormons.’”” Now
it is intended, it appears to me, to
change that by making a feature of the
“Mormon’ religion a erime, and send-
ing just as mauny as possible into the
ranks of the criminals, so-called, for
practicing that principle. I maintain
that it is a mistake to say that the
Latter-day Samts are criminals, and
have asked men everywhere to care-
fully, candidly, and honestly examine
the situation for themselves. 1 would
undertake to show that in our homes
there is not the element of crime or
sin or wrong, but that they will com-

are favorably with the homes of any.

ut to call that, which I owe my being
to, a crime—to take that position, when
I know it is God’s eternal truth, I
would be a coward and a paltroon. 1
would be undeserving the respect of
apy man if I should thus reflect upon
the holy institution to which I owe my
being. I know there is virtue in it ; I
Enow there is purity in it ; that it is
right in the sight of my God and my
conscience, and when I deny that, put
a stone round my neck and cast me
into the sea. I would have no courage
to live and meet face to face any
honorable man ; I would slink and
cower as a miserable lying hvpocrite.
So I consider those who Eeny ‘‘* Mor-
monism.’”” The homes of the ** Mor-
mon "’ people are homes constructed
upon the principles of purity and vir-
tue. Those men who are abusing us
and sending lies broadcast through the
land concerning us know that [ speak
the truth., Of course the facilities are
not so good today for them to enter
our homes as they were before they
showed the cloven hoof, before they
proved themselves ravening wolves in
sheeps’ clothing, going about seeking
whom they may devour. Their aim,
purpose, and ambition is to bring re-
proach upon this people; to see if
they cannot in their insidious efforts
introduce gin in the midst of our pure
homes and society. Think you they
would hesitate to lead the women of
‘““Mormondom’” astrav? No, not they.
Think you they would hesitate to des-
troy the virtue of the sons of ** Mor-
mondom ?’? No, not they. Theyhave
the effrontery, they have tﬁe shameless-
ness to advocate lechery, to advocate
prostitution as a remedy for ** Mor-
monism,’” as a corrective of ** Mor-
mon ”’ society, as a means of liberation
from !‘ Mormon ” influence. Oh, free-
dom at such a price! Give me the
thraldom that the world thinks the
‘“Mormons ”” are subjected to, and let
such freedom be embraced by those
poor &laves to passion and tosin. God
has given us the truth, and the truth
has made us free. And we are indeed
free if we have that freedom which
comes through obedience to the will of
God. Ilf we are pure men : if we are
virtnous women, thoughchains should
bind us, or prison walls hold us, yet
we are free in the sight of God, and
are better prepared to judee our perse-

ton, having raked and scraped the
country as with a fine tooth-comb,
will perhaps tind balf a dozen men of |
the character I have referred to, who
will look into this question out here in
the mountains. And when that time
shall come perhaps we shall be vindi-
cated in the eyes of our fellow men:
perhaps there will be a blush of shame
mantle the cheeks of some; and per-
haps they will discover some slight im-
pmrriet es nearer home that it will be
well to regulate before sending all
creation up here to set us right.

There is one thing and only one thing
for us to do that I can see, and that is
to maintain our fidelity, to be true to
that which we know is trde. Weought
not to be threatened or put injeopardy
for that. We ought to be protected in
that. All the strength, all the power,
all the influence of the land, of the
government, of Christian sentiment, of
ﬁnliﬁhbenment of civilization—all these
ought to sustain us in maintaining our
tidelity to that which our conscience
teaches us is truth. If we qualil, if we
vary one iota from that which we know
to be true we should be undeserviag of
support ; but if we maintain our in-
tegrity in the opposition we mayv meet |

cutors than they us. I know that is
the prevailing condition among the
Saints ; 1 know that we are a pure
people in the main. We have those
among us who sim ; we all have our
imperfections and weaknesses ; but
(vod knows we are pure in our inten-
tions and desires, He knows that this
people, gathered from the four quarters
of the earth, have been brought out
from Babylon through faith in Jesus
Christ and repentance of their sins,
entering into holy and sacred cove-
nants not to repeat them ; a people
gathered . here for the purpose of
honoring and serving God, and not for
committing sin of any form, shape, or
description. That is our character.
The world, so far as they will judge us
candidly, gives us the reputation for
sobriety, temperance, industry, fru-
gality, virtue ; but still we are called
the most immoral people that the san
ever shone upon. What absurdity !
Brethren and sisters, I look to see
the day when the refuge of lies shall be
swept away, acd we as a people,
clothed upon with the power and favor
of Almighty God, shall go forth in the
world promulgatine the principles of
peace, preaching true holiness as it

f;ud “-rlll nut fﬂl‘ﬂlkﬂ us, ﬂﬂl[ the hatt‘{_:r Colnes EI'HIH the Eternal 1‘1&.“[“-1'; H.l]'[l
sentiment, the genuine and true civili- | the
zation that is to be found in the world |among men shall lift up their
—for the world is full of truth, not-'&and rejoice, and shali say,iWelcome,

the the upright

arts

hionest, pure,

welcome, thrice welcome
who come to -us in the p
L.ord. May He bless and ;
that we may be am
throng is my prayer
name of Jesus, Amen,

OPINIONS ON MATRINOYy
IL. CHRONICLES—CHAPTER

And it came to pass that the gylject
of marriage was being ventilated.
the judges were exer(ﬁnod ",

tion, for it is kept mﬂ:mha

thﬁ people. 28 24

oW, 1in a ce nca.ge ‘
betore the courts, the hn':ﬂ
pounded; yea, it was ndeg |

vhe learned judge as common law,
And in this matter of opinioy
utgar judguuthdld ci:nul;:r. :
or, say they, in the great
the west, where this pecnhm
tdlﬁeui there is no law regulating
ng. -'
Yea, no form nor cere
qmrecl; neither need there be an
sons grmnt to see it;
there be any personto hear it, for
things are done away.
Therefore ye may marry
e choose, and it is valid;
ump & broom stick on 8w
night with the object of you choj
and if ye will it ye are legallyjus
and wife,
Yea, if a male and female golgther
in the turnip patch, and both Wt
same turnip, if ye have so |preis
agreed ye are married. T
Yea, ve can eat a philop
sandwich, or ye can perfomg
manner uf quizkstep or maneuvren
if yeare agreed in this thing, it
be done unto you as ye desire,
Yea, e mag be extremely
this thing, and ye need never ¢
person know ye are thus and so;
ye have mutual consent, ye are
ﬂ?i"i in tt.hlf kllxlot connuhial.
ea, the law was expounds
clearly, that a blind man ought &
that it is easy to marry, b
Therefore, for this cause thex
much marrying in the land; y
doubt there are many persons it
lai.nal that e not know they arem
riedq. |
Yea, it is hard to tell whether &
be double or whether they be st
for how shall ye know ye are man
when it cannot be proven. iy
Verily, this is a trap to catch the
wary; for if she | you My
and ye respond, she hath you &
enough. Ye need not live &
ye mneed not eat together |
need fnot perform any family
if so be ye only claim one another, &
it will stick better than st I
claims. For JE may ‘“*hold out"
ing claim and lose 'rt; yet ye
lose her if ye ‘**hold’ her out.
Therefore great caution is n#l
lest perchance ye get the wife»
much, for this giveth the woman
over the may (this is a legal

point). :
have expounded the lay

b

|

3
.

For we
great are we; yea, we are (
nine opinions. And is notnineal
number? Yea, it i8 exce _
except in case ye take nine woméel
:f ne turnip patches at thes

me, |
it el bl . sae

ust jnoty do : for if e
ye shall be in of the ju

ea, we are well skilled €
and what the law lacks lin pplying
or our:

make up in su .
ions are M‘eﬂg“gy this

tiﬂ'ﬂ . ' . ”';' 1
But though they think they are®
in rendering the th, th !h )
learned the greater law t st
govern this land; for they rule onlff
suits them in regard to this wife ¢

tion. _
Behold, if justice were done, &
would rule injt.hia wise. s |
Let the greater law prevail;
know ye, early Christian e
g{-n&ige witel 3 b: never deemed
cou rosecuted
mon law; but t.hep t«zu‘la'illrhr

should bear the rule, and by 80
all these little troubles would be
away. L

Know ye not that sin is sinful,
that marriage honorable?

make a farce of sacred things?
follow after the beast thstnﬁ:

increase? Doth ma ‘
the Mnatat n know mﬂrl
udge and the

; Let our chief
awyer egpound the law of Mose
ioflict the penalty as therein .
and weigh men and things in the |
ances of justice, But they will g
But the world goeth on intheé®
tenor of its revolutions, and the mis*
hegd not tiiia bettier Way. -
Nay, as it was in former ti

80 1t i8 in this day; they marrl;::'i'
ma.rrlv not; they make merchandis
the sins of men and women, and
wallow in the depths of darkness;
thﬁy have blown out their candle.

Ow to the wisea word is

when ye are assailed, open )
mouth; this saves many explanstion:
When they wish to examine YOU
tongue, tell them it needs rest. .
When they pretend an interest '
your welfare, it means the prison fare
When they wish to feel your Pl“éze'
and enquire about your health, kno'
ye they are h rites, and Wwoul'

rather fcel vour shekels. | s
s g e S byt
comin esus, know ye
they meau%ha road t:'i?.all;I leadeth to tb

death.
~When they inquire about Mary Jan
ye need nutytle.i? them the number ﬂ

the shoes she wears,
When one thing brings up anothe




