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it is with pleasure that I1 arise to
speak to youyon lortor a few inmomentsmentsgents and
to bear my testimony to the truth of
the work in which we are engaged I1
desire while I1 am before you that I1
maymat have the support of your faith
and prayers that what I1 may say may
be dictated by the spirit of truth

I1 rejoice in assembling with the lat
ter day saints in leounglooking upon their
faceslaces in mingling with them in the ex-
ercises of devotion which we are ac-
customedcustomed to pay our father and god
I1 rejoice in the society of latter day
saints because in their society I1 rec-
ognize a spirit of purity of holiness
and virtue that in contrast with the
state of things that predominates in
the world is as the heavens to the earth
I1 love to be with our people in timtimeses
when the wicked assail them for I1 feel
among them a sense of safety a feeling
of securitysecurity I1 of contentment of hahappi-
ness

ppidthat ide not believe can be rearealized1i e
toso great an extent among other peo-
ple

we have among us our differences
and evils we have causes to mourn
occasions that make us feel sad but
I1 know of nothing that produces this
feeling to so great a degree among the
saints as the growing consciousness
among them that what is called the
christian world has concluded not to
receive christianity as it was revealed
in thetile ministry of jesus christ we
know that god has revealed in the day
in which we live the principles of
truth as they were in the begbeginningining as
they ever have been as they ever must
be inanfn time and all eternity we know
that that which he has revealed in our
day and generation is identical with
the truths that fell from the lips of our
savior in the meridian of time and
challenge the world to a comparison
of the doctrines to convince them-
selves this challenchallengechallenee has been sent
abroad to almost every nationand kin-
dred and tongue anaandandana people of ththe
whole earth it is open todayto day we
ask the investigation of mankind we
ask our fel brethren and sis-
ters sons and daughters of the
same god to listen to the truths of
heaven eternal truths that god has re-
vealed butBu t mankind t
blyeven in this enlightened age the truth
that men by their own wisdom are en-
abled to discover to the truths which
god by his infinite wisdom reveals
this is true to so great an extent that
the foremost thinkers even amonamong
what Is called the religious world
have concluded to lay aside the
old truths of christianity the old
doctrinesdoctrine of christianity as unfitted
to the age in which we live I1 had the
Nlpleasure I1 think eight weeks ago to-
dayay to listen to first of a series
of sermons by perhaps the foremost
clergyman of this age certainly of the
country in which in his inimitable
mannerhe said he hadlad conclude dafter
the profoundest thought and research
that people should wipe out mandofmany of
the oldoid ideas of religion that have pre-
vailed in christendom for 1800 years so
asto maintain harmonyharmody with the modem
discoveries of science with the dar-
winian theory and philosophyphilosphy he has
also sacrificed the book upon which
their faiths and their beliefs are
founded and as the surest possible
evidence thauthai faith in that sacred re-
cord the holy bible is a thing of the
past rev henry ward beeckerbeecher de-
clares that if it is true then I1 mormon
asmis true I1 we are exactly of the same
opinion as revkev beecher in that respect
but it does not prove altoaitoaltogether11ether the
falsity of that which has been accepted
in the world as christianity the
bible contains the doctrines that the
latter day saints preach that the
latter day saints have the courage in
the face of all the world to practice
they are doctrines of truth efof holi-
ness of progress and advancement
designed to save men to build them
up to develdeteldevelopeddevelopeope the best thoughts in
them and prepare them for greater
light and greater knowledge and un-
derstandingderstanding than dawned upon man-
kind in ages past to prepare a peopleehtleby their intelligence by their furyfully de-
veloped

e
characters for that glgloriousorlou

day when the son of god shall come
among them and dwell with them it
is true that it is impossible for the
christian world to harmonize many of
the doctrines that are growing in
avor with them todayto davday with the holy

scriptures and for that reason the
latter day saints mourn that their
brethren and sisters of the world
hough probesprofessingan christianity shouldshoula
e averse to receiving the principles
f christianity as they were revealed

bbv the savior himself todayto day with
ailartafiail the christianity that prevails in the
world where dodoudoyou find men who are
willing to receive the very first the
fundamental principles of the doctrine
of christ where are those who will
receive the mistalstministryy of such as con-
veyed christian prprinciplesneinetpaes in the meri-
dian of time to the understanding of
men what I1 the administration of
angels in our day and age of the
world A greater absurdity could not
be proproposedposea what faithlaith as the first
principle of salvation no reason is
the first principle of salvation in the
day and age in which we live but it
9 not written in the doctrine of

christ believe and thou be
saved is the doctrine of the saylorsavior
it is belief it is faith that underlies
that knowledge which secures mankind
an entrance into the kinkingdomdom of god
we teach and have been taught that
we must have faith in the lord jesus
christ that we must believe in the
words of truth that have been revealed
from him that we must put our trust
in god who has delivered illsilia people
in times that are past and gone that
we must rely upon his direction and
walk in the path that ilehe shall lead us
in fearing only him fearing not man
who can destroy the body but fearing
god who can destroy both body and
soul in our endeavor to keep the com-
mandmentsmand ments of god to practice them
to heed the teachings of angels sent
from the throne of grace to put away
our sins to live pure lives boliand
righteous ia the sight of god and our
fellow men to enter into sacred places
and administer the ordinances of
everlasting lif for ourselves auditor
our dead in endeavoring to do these
things we have incurred the displeasure
of an unbelieving world of those who
have substitutesubstitutedi something else as
the first principleslesies of life anzanSandaud salvation
for those whichwhicK were given 1800 years
ago by the savior of the world the
world has assumed to sit in judgment
upon usas for this belief the world
has assumed to say 0 that we have done
wrong in accepting these truths and
living according to the law which god
has revealed for our guidance and our
governmentovernment now for one I1 do notbelievebelievebelleve that the judgment in this re

of the world will materially af-
fect us in practicing and carrying out
the purposes of jehovah certainly it
cannot change the truth if mor-
monism is truth the adverse
criticism and judgementjudgement of mankind
cannot materially affect its practice
they certaicertainlycertainlynl cannot stand against
that power willichwhich ever accompanies
the promulgation of truth because
of this latterlatte davrd saints have no fears
of the future wevve are dauntless in
our advocacy of these principles be-
cause we know that they are true and
must therefore prevail

there is very little endeavor I1 may
here remark on the partcart of those who
seek to abuslandabuseand misrepresent us and
400 bring down upon us evils there is
among them vervveryvertvery little disposition to
examine the principles that we pro-
fess and teach there is very little dis-
position among them or desire to as-
certain if these things are not true or
to find anything in the way of argu-
ment against that which we teach and
practice6 before the world they have
sent up the strong religious men of the
nation to show us tiiethe error of our
ways we have gladly met them we
have met them in this building in dis-
cussion for the purpose of havinhaving
them bring forth their reasons to show
that we are in error and that tthehe jjudg-
ment

ud
of the world is right what hlahass

been the result the faith of the latter day saintsaints has been increased
they have been confirmed and
strengthened in their belief and we
have geardheard very little boasting of the
success of those who were sent to
show us the error of our ways I1 im-
agine that if there had been success
we would never have heard the last of
it

this judgment of the world against
us assuming that we are wrong as-
suming that there is something up here
in utah that is not right that is not
consistent with christianity or the
enlightenment of the age has caused
perhaps some distress caused us to
witness scenes that have a tendency to
try the faith ofbf the latter day sagsaintsgitsfits
to prove their integrity for one
viewing the matter in that lightlicht iI1
thank god for it- i thank god that we
are permitted to live in a dagand age
of the world when he has not for-
gotten illshis people and has demon-
strated to them and to mankind as
well that they are in possession of the
truth if we were of the world the
world would love its own but we
have come out of the world therefore
the world hate us they have in vari-
ous ways manifested their evil disposi-
tion towards us since the commence-
ment of the church and kingdom of
god upon the earth in this generation
since the day that joseph smith re-
ceived the revelations of god through
the administration of angels frofromM
heaven there has been a huhuee and cry
raised against our people an endeavorendea
to blot out the work that the saints
have been engaged in but let me tell
youon my faith and belief and testimonyIsIs ilatthat the world has lost its oppor-
tunity to destroy that which is called

mormonism that gods eternal
truth as received and practiced by the
latter day saints in these mountains
is rooted and grounded so deep andaud
firm that it will never while time and
eternity lasts be uprooted or destroyed
I1 cannot conceive my brethren and
sisters of the destruction of a truth
if mankind will assume that there is
an error here that needs to be rooted
out if their assumption were correct

I1 would not denydent their power to suc-
ceed in the effort they have said
that which they say most is that our
homes are not pure that our homes
are not constructed upon the right
plan they forget that the homes teat
god most honored in ages that are
gonen by were constructed upon thefoplanpianiarelare that the latter day saints advo-
cate and holdoutholdhoid out to the world as the
plan of god they forgforgetet that jesus
christ the son of god delighted in
tracing ills earthly lineage through thetho
homeshorneg of polygamists they havehavu
undertaken to destroy uch homes I1
feel in my heart sorry for the mauman who
conceives that ilehe has thathe power to
succeed in such auan unholy but
they say lifty millions have declared

against us I1 do not take any stock in
this assumption on the part of a few
that fifty millions have condemned us

have said that we are wrong and
that we must go there are those who
have been throwing dust in the eyes of
the fifty millions who say so busbutielleulellet
me tell you how it can very readily be
discovered whether we arearc wrong or
not we have petitioned we gaveravehave
plead with the powerspower of this govern-
ment to send among us a commission
of honorable men to investigate the
situation here and to let all thetre world
know what the great error and crime
is that we are accused of

the kind of commission we want Is
this we want the government if it Is
possible in all this land of enlighten-
ment

11

among all these people that are
offended at the immorality of the

mormonsMormonMormonssl to select a commcommissionisMon
of men who are perfectly true to their
marital relations who are virtuous
and we challengechallen ge that commissioncom of
men to prove us an immoral people
let them go into our homes and whaiwhat
will we show them there we will
show them respect of husbands for
wives wives for husbands parents for
children children for parents and for
each other we will show them faith
wevve will show them virtue and wevb
challenge them to deny the truth of
our showing tu the american people
then if we are not immoral why this
hue and cry raised againsta usius can
you answer who have passed laws to
send men whose lives are above re-
proach into prison and to scatter
their families can you who have
passed such wicked laws answer if we
ppraverov e that we are a moral peorl

they may saygay that we are indepen-
dent well I1 thank god for one that
I1 trace my lineage back through a race
of independent men who had the cour-
age over 2 years ago to stand up in
the face of inimical laws against their
religion and say my conscience is my
own if need be I1 will leave my native
land that I1 may serve my god 1 and
they did so and helped to form a
government upon this land that god
in hisills infinite mercy and wisdom had
held in reserve for many ages for a
people that would accord to hisbis sons
and daughters the right to worship
and honour him accoaccording to the light
tuat was in them we do not see un-
less there is something rotten in
denmark why the american people
should fear thetaie independence of the

mormonscormonsMormons 11 I1 do not see why there
should be any dread at giving us our
equal states rights the privilege to
elect our offommmeersofficers and administer the
laws according to the wisdom that is
in us god knows our fellow men
know these hypocrites and liars who
are misrepresenting us to the world
know we are capable of self govern
ment and of instituting and preserv-
ing the securestsechrestsecurest and safest govern-
ment and the most economical of any
people in this land I1 say that with-
out boasting but we would not haehaveha e
that reputation if we elected our
villi flers to the ofofficesflees and I1 do not
think we will do it I1 cannot see my
heart cannot conceive my understand-
ing is not broad enough to fathom the
reason why we should not because of
our religion be accorded equal rights
with ouourr fellow citizens of this coun-
try we have the stability of com-
merce and society we have the
wealth we have the population we
have every requisite qualification for
self government and in the light of
freedom I1 have ntyet to hearkear a reason
assigned for withwithholding from us our
rightsrighta the nearest thing to a reason
I1 have heard is that we are an un-
popular people with the rest of the
citizens of this country and then the
next reason is and that which I1 really
believe is deeply felt the jealousy of
the east with respect to the west the
feeling that the great commercial in-
terests of the east should have greater
representation in the halls of congress
than the sparsely settled regions of
the west

but I1 look forward my brethren and
sisters to the time wwhenlenhen the truth will
dawn upon this nation with respect to
this people I1 look forward to the
day when they will discover that there
has been a great bugaboo raised
over this question of mormonism 77

which they will be ashamed to think
they have paid much attention to or
taken much notice of I1 may say in a
word that I1 look forward to the time
when the powerspower that be in washing-
ton having raked and scraped the
country as with a tinefine tooth comb
will perhaps find half a dozen men of
the character I1 have referredd to who
will look into this question 0outu t here in
the mountains and when tthath at time
shall come perhaps we shall bbee vindi-
cated in the eyes of our fellow men
perhaps there will be a blush of shame
mantle the cheeks of some and per-
haps they will discover some slight im
proprieties nearer home that it will be
well to regulate before sending all
creation up here to set us right

there is one thing and only one thing
for us to do that I1 can see and that I1is
to maintain our fidelity to be true to
that which we know is true wrought
not to be threatened or put
for that we ought to be protected inih
that all the strength all the power
all the iiililfluence of the land of the
government of christian sentiment of
enlightenment of civilizationation allail these
ought to sustain us in mmaintainingaluta ining our
fidelity to that which our conscience
teaches us is truth if we quail laveif we
vary one iota from that which we know
to be true wowe should be undeserving1 of
support buthut if we maintain our in-
tegrity

it
in the opposition we mavmay meet

god will not forsake us and the better
sentiment the genuine undand true clcivili-
zation

v IIIili
that is to bobe found in the Wworldorldorid

for the world is full of truth not i

withstandwithstandingim there are errors and
wickedness alongside of it will aldusaidusaidald us
in maintaining our integrity I1 have
yet failed to meet the man of honor
the manroan of sense the man of discern-
ment the man of good judgment who
would condemn me for maintaining
thiethe position that in my heart I1 feel to
tatake respecting this question even in
these times I1I1 have but recently re-
turned from visiting among men in
various classesclassesosof society in the east
and I1 have talked over this question of
11 mormonism 11 in various forms I1
have put the question in this manner
to a graatgreat many and the reply I1 have
receivedreceived I1 must confess has been one
of encouragement and one that has
been gratifying to me

there have been gross errors com-
mitted in regard to utah for some
cause thetile nation has received the idea
that thecie 11 mormonscormonsMormons 11 are a wicked
people their record disproves it
there has been a law passed which
makes a crime of a principle of the
latter day saints religion but there
is no people in this land who have so
free a record in the criminal courts
what was the percentage as shown by
the crime records in this territory be-
fore the operation of this law against
the mormonscormons 11 1I believe as nearly
as I1 remember while five sixthssixtus of the
populationlallon of this territory are 11 mor
mons and one sixth nonpon mor
inosmons eighty live per cent of the
criminals were from the ranks of the
one sixth and fifteen per cent of the
criminals were from the ranks of the
fivenive sixthssixtus who arearc mormonscormonsMormons now
it is intended it appears to me to
change that by making a feature of the

mormon religion a crime and send-
ing just as mallsmany as possible into the
ranks of the criminals so called fortor
practicing that principle I1 maintain
that it is a mistake to say that the
latter day saints are criminals and
have asked men everywhere to care-
fully candidly and honestly examine
the situation for themselves I1 would
underundertaketaketoto show that in our homes
there is not the element of crime or
sin or wrong but that they will com-
pare favorably with the homes of any
but to call that which I1 owe my beingbelfie
to a crime to take tfiatthat position when
I1 know it is gods eternal truth I1
would be a coward and a poltroonpal troon I1
would be undeserving the respect of
any man if I1 should husthust rennereflect uponn
the holy institution to which I1 owe myy
being I1 know there is virtue in it I1
know there is purity in it that it is

in the sight of my god and my
conscience andand when I1 deny that put
a stone round my neckbeek and cast me
into the sea I1 would have no courage
to live and meet face to face any
honorable man I1 would slink anand
cower as a miserable lying hypocrite
so I1 consider those who deny mor-
monism the homes of the mor
moninon 71 people are homes constructed
upon the principles of purity and vir-
tue those men who are abusing us
and sending lies broadcast through the
land concerning us know that I1 speaksheuk
the truth of course the facilities are
not so good today for them to enter
our homes as they were before they
showed the cloven hoof before theythem
proved themselves ravening wolves in
cheeps clotciotclothinghinr going about seeking
whom they may devour their aim
purpose and ambition is to bring re-
proach upon this people to see if
they cannot in their insidious efforts
introduce sin in the midst of our pure
homes and society think you they
would hesitate to lead the women ofastray no not they
think you they would hesitate to des-
troy the virtue of the sons of 11

mondom no not they They have
the effrontery they have the shameless-
ness to advocate lechery to advocate
prostitution as a remedy for mor-
monism as a corrective of mor-
mon society as a means of liberation
from mormon 11 iainfluencefluence oh free-
dom at such a price givegive me the
thralldom that the world thinks the
11 mormonscormonsMormons are subjected to and let
such freedom be embraced by those
poor slaves to passion and to sin god
has given us the truth and the truth
has made us free and we are indeed
free if we have that freedom which
comes through obedience to therillthe will ofgod if we are pure men if we are
virtuous women though chains should
bind us or prison wallswailswiliswalls hold us yet
we are freetree in the sight of god and
are better prepared to judge our perse-
cutors than they us I1 know that is
the prevailing condition among the
saints I1 know that we are a pure
people in the main we have those
among us who sin we all have our
imperfections andalid weaknesses butgod knows we are pure in our inten-
tions and desires he knows that this
people gathered from the four quarters
of the earth have been brought out
from babylon tilroughthrough faith in jesus
christ and repentance of their sins
entering into holy and sacred cove-
nants not to repeat them a people
gathered here for the purpose of
honoring and serving god and not for
committing sin of any form shape or
description that is our ccharacterter
the world so far as they will judge us
candidly gives us the reputation for
sobriety lemiemtemperanceperance industry fru-
gality virtue but still weare called
the most immoral people that the sun
ever shone upon what absurdity

Bretbrethren and sisters I1 look to see
the day when the refuge of lies shall be
swept away and we as a people
clotciotclothedled upon with the power and favor
of almighty god shall go forth in the
world promulgating the principles of
peace preaching trueiruetrue holiness as it
comeomes from the eternal father and
he honest the pure the uprightupright

men shall lift up their hearts
andind rejoice aadand shall

1

welcome thrice welcome are thoadthosewho come to us in the name of0lord may he bless and preserve
thithe
uscthat we may be among thatathatthatvvalantthrong is my prayer and desidesirereinrtinhahttbtthename of jesus amen

OPINIONS ON MATRIMONY

11II chronicles TZ

and it came to pass that tbtthe iusot marriage was being ventilated idlethe judges were exercised on this oes
tion for it is kept continually wonmoh
the people

now in a certain case that cuvahwas tj
belorebefore the courts the law xunTOOpounded yea it was expounded
I1nhehe learned judge as common law

and in this matter of opinion
other judges did concur

for say they in the great lantland
the west where this peculiar peor
dwell there Is no law reguregulatinglawil4
thingyea no form nor ceremony Is tquinea neither need there be agypt
sons present to see it neitneltneitherherdherita
there be any person to hear it forlor tha
things are aonedonedone away

therefore ye may marry in myaDY m
ye choose and it is valid tesyes ye a
jump a broom stick on are inightflight with the object of youyotrodeod C of

and if ye will it ye are legallyiiitil habuimbu
and wifeyea if a male and female 9 tabe1
in the turnip patchatch and bboththt pattetthebifsame turnip if ye have so P

am
ayi

agreed ye are marriedyea ye can eat a philo ra i

sandwich or ye can penioperiomauiraci
mannermariner colqui estep or
if yee are agreed in this thingit
be done unto you ataa ye ddesireyea 3 e mayway be extremely seased
this thing and ye need never letietietiletii
PCperson know ye are thus and so a
ye have mutual consent ye areneareteare b
tied in the knot connubialyea the law was expounded
clearly that a blind man ought totoltoi

that it is easy to marry
therefore for this cause then

much marrymarryingiLg in the land jatye

doubt thereasetherethereareare many personpersonsswin
land thalthat do not know they arealecs
riedyea it is hard to tell whether
be double or whether they be a

for how shall ye know ye are mshits
when it cannot be proven j

verily this Is a trap to cacatchwh thewe fiwary lor it she call you my aida

and ye respond she hath youyon 9aanadeandjeenoenough11 ye need not live tonatonu
ye need not eat togethereth
need inot perform any familya by dddot
if so be ye only claim oneon anothernothe i

it will stick better than moga
1 claims eorforF ye may hold

I1ingng claim anandaudoriord losematmaiitt yet yee twstall I1DC

lose her ifit ye hold her out
therefore great cautioncantlon 1Is ww

lestiest perchance ye get the wife
much for this theromanthe woman porpot

over the mauman this is a legal fiuetc
point

Forweeorfor we have expounded the lawi
great are we yea we are backed
nine opinions and is not nine a to
number yea it is exceedingexceedinglylylaclatlac

elcexceptt in case ye take nine womenelieefieto nnine turnip patches 7at the as
time

verily it shall be said unto jonyou

must notinot do this thingthin for ifit ydye

ye shall be in danger of the zuieruieyea we are wellwen skilled inJudg
n theirthe

and whataliat the law lacks in applying
makeupmake up in supplying for our orof
ionstons are backed up by this grestgreat
tion

but though they think theythearetheard
arelardi

in rendering the law they hwhive
learned the greater law that Ashi

govergovernn this 1landnd for they rule 41
suitsu ts themthem 1in regard to this wifebif phi
tion

behold if justice were donedodedonet
would rule in this wise

let the greater law prepreyTailall W

know ye early christian
of the wife law never deemed t
practice could be prosecuted bacosbyco
mon law but the greater law olkof
should bear the rule and by sodssodo
all these little troubles would be 0
away

know ye not that sin is sinful t
that marriage is honorable v
make a farce of sacred things
follow after the beast thatthinasorbidueI1

increase doth man know more t
the master
let our chief judge and the c

lawyer expound the law ofinflict the penalty as therein decowre rd

and weigh men and things in the it
ances OfJustice but they will
but the world goeth on in theethe e i
tenor of its revolutions and the mawBAW
heed not the better way inaysay as it wwasas in former aimeeef
so it is in this day they marry or tirtit
marmarryra not ttheyhey make inmerchandiseerchaadlsee 1

the sinssins of men and women and twty
wallow in the depths of darknessdarkness I1
they have blown out their candlecaddleca dI1e

now to the wise a word Isis giveglye

when ye are assailed open wajoriot
mouth this saves many explanation

when they wish to examine YO

tongue tell them it needs rest
whenlyben they pretend an interest I1r

your welfare it means the prison0 wafar
when theyther wish to feel yoyourr pulspuis

and enquire about your health knono
ycye they arearu hypocrites and woul
rather feelled your shekels

when they talk about the glegreat ilfelife
andind coming to jesus know re not tda
they meaumean the road that deleth to thw
leathdeath
when they inquire about manymary jane

invitere need not telltel them the number 0
he shoes she wears ijwhen one thinthing brings up allothanother


