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LING THROUGH SOUTHERN
TRAVEUTAH INTO ARIZONA.

g1x1H LETTER.

the Jesult priests entered the
su\,’r'iﬁgg, valiey, Arizona, upwarda of
undred yesre Bgo, ihey were

:g:e:i:w to find everywhere vast
aviﬁeuceﬂ of an old civliiziticn, the
remulna of » people who, through long
perioge, bad grown nod ueveluped,
f,uripned, &nY passed sway.' On
overy hand were the ruipe of their

en nod forie, r:duced hy
f the elemenis, during the
;33;‘;‘;2:&“ bad passed elnce tbeir
ahspdonmzat, (@ mere beaps ol earth,
op which were grewing tbe mesgult
brush 8and around whbicn stoou Lhe
gresl cactus trees ke solemn eentivels,
as |1 Kerp)DE wuarl over Lthe graves ol
the apcient people. lo every direc.
tion ran Lbe sucient canals whicb Jo
lormel’llmeahﬂd enlivened Lhe Jesert
aod given lile to tbe felds of green
that spread iike 8 mantle over the
{aiy, wWhben peked regarding Lloe
sncle.m ; vople, the wild lodisne shouk
their peads. TheLr traditjoss had be-
come slleat vouceroing them, Sioue
ithat time there has bren littiw cbhabee
in the ocovdltivn of tbe rulns. 'The
to of the mounug ure orusted anuy
baked unud now the ralniall Las litte
effect opoD them; Indeed Wo be] eve
that they are #lill capable of enduriug
for many pundreds of yenrs to come
withaut materisl change, that I8 8o fur
48 Lhy elemeBls Bre vonoerned; bul[
modery civiliZstlon 18 msking Inronus
uUpon Lthem #ou fest obliterating them
from Lhe face of Lbe sarto,

The f1a; conal Was tuken out of Balt
river a few milessbove the moutb oi the
Verde, and skirting the base o1 Buper-
stition, mountaino it fan off south warde
tuwards the Glls, a disluuce of thiry-
five miles or more. From thal jolat,
at dntervals of » few miles sli toe way
down the valley to the mouih uf the
Hassayampa ereek,s ulslance of nearly
elghiy misew, aroc Lruces uf (D¢ Buoivnl |
Oaunle. Then, tou, tbhe watérs of the
Agua Frin ang Verdo rivers were util.
jzed tor irrigating  purposes, as lsl
sllested by the wid cunale found 100K
their bunke. 'The waters of tus Gilag
Were diverled st convenient pomh-]
acd e¢anals carried far oui lolo ihe
desert south of tbhe river, where Cu.ual
QGrande now Blanus.

| 4o not think it would be an exsg-
yerution to way that there was more
lapa irrigated by the ancleut people

houses, termpl

jo this part of Arlzona then is loday
puitivated in all Utah. And when I
consider the preductiveress of the
80ll here, aod the advantages uf the
climate, I believe the counlry could
sustaip, and did sustsin, more than
twice the present population of cur
fair Territory,

The combined length of these old
oanals would te more than 1000 miles,
tv eay nolthing ot the thousands of
small cnpals and ditches radialing in
avery direction, distributing the
waters to every part ol the platn.

The ruine ol the viliages and cities
are jound almoatl everywbers, and ip
that olden time whben itbe buliuings
were Intact nod inhabited the people
muet have been in eusy call of each
other rom oue eod of this greal valley
to the uther. The rulns of large bulld.
tnge, which ure uauslly believed to
have been lewples or pluces ol wor.
ghip, are founu Jdistributed amoug the
plher ruine at distangea of trom three
to five miles aupart, sli over tbe val-
iey.

Oune of these buildings I visited ia
just nerth vt Mesn ety It BlaDUA un
a level pinin and 18 surrouvded ou ui
glien by naodreds of smaller mounds.
It is rectanguiar, helog four hundred
jeet Jonyg aund aboul sixily feet wide,
and sbout twenty feel Digh. Op the
eustern side was an upron of open
courl the eame size us the bullding,
and which was enclosed by a wali ten
or twelve feel hign, The enlranoe to
the enclosure was In the cenger of tbe
cust wall of the courl. The bullding
¢ rrespouded as nearly to the cardinal
polnts aw it would be possible for our
brst engioeers to mrke it today. Juuay-
ing 1rom the vest amolnl of rubbish
thut ocouples the eite of the building
and whbich st vue Llme formed s part
of its walle, U iocllone 10° the opinivn
that it was from three Lo four slorjies
higb aou must have beeuv s conspicu-
cus object ou Lhe piuiu. There are a
great inany of these temples I the
valiey, unu while tbey uller some
{ituw i piun of bullding they all wers
ounslrucied of tnwv ssme waterinl cod
huvVe the same alr of nntiquily abont
Lthem,

Toe dJweltings of lthe pevple are
every where, You Hod them tbhickest
un the edue uf the mesa slong the
river, sod awWay oul oo the plulp they
are groupeu aruupyd tne tvmples. But
it geems Lhul tbere was hotbing lo
prevenl the inbabitapt from building
wiiere be cbose, ss you will fiud ruine

of housee nlong the canals and scat-
tered about over what muit have been
the oultivated iands, I have no doubt
but that men built their houses where
they would be conveanlent to their
work. The man whose Jduly 1t was to
watch and keep the cepalin repair
iived there; the farmer llved con.
venient to bie lande; but the ruinse
testily that the most favored place to
Uwell was ino the vlcinity of the tem-
ple.

There seems to have been as wide s
difference between the dwellings of
this strange people se there v with us
at the present time, Ddlen bullt houses
acourding to their requiremebts and
their wealth. You will find emall
mounJs, mere heaps of earth, that In-
dicale that there once stood Lhe bum-

bie one-room sbode of some poor
mortal, In another place nul tar uway
afe  Jnrger remains, a house of

rvomr, where no doubt Hved
s man of wealth, rolfiug in all the
luxury of thoee primeval timee. It
woulu be diflicult te eay Jefinlinly just
what wus Lhe Jesign of tiere agcleot
abodes, but aller mekiog a careful
study of them [ belleve they were not
very uniike the hox-shaped, mud-
roovled Mexican bouse of the present
time. That siyle of a building 18 very
popular in thie country; indeed from
the earijest tiroea 1t has Deen very
popular among the inhabitants of the
warm countries of the Easst. It was
Lhe preveiling atyle aL Jerusaiem, in
Egypt, apd wus even used by Llhe
Mexicuns at the time of the conquest,
three huodred and ity years ugo. The
Zuni [odiaue etill build their huuses
much after the same principle, It s
particutariy nadapted te lbe require-
mentsof a country like this, where the
climate s warm and where wood, be-
cause of ils sonruily, becuomes & consid-
eratlon.

It har beeD bAld muny timea that
tbese old Luildiuge were coustructed of
adobe. This is & mistake. 1 have ex-
amined many of them and havel yel to
eew one 80 condiructed. They are buljt
with oement, snd after Lhe manper
that we erect our conerete houses, No
one who hae seen the rujps spd noled
the ) yers.f cement us they have been
placed on the walln one after Lheother,
will be willing to admit that Adubes in
any form entered intotheir construction,
A pother thing: a1l wbo bave carefully
examined the material used in these
old buildings cialm that lime was used
largely in lts preparatlon, The resi-
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