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assuredly we hope so, But it is more
Jitely that the great majority will not
pay for the coroer posts used 1o bound-
iog, and the Jead-penci! consumed in
deseriblog, the property. Inthe mean.
time moen go oD throwing away lime
and labor in courting figkle fortune,
While broad, rich acree, teeming with
fertility, foviting tbhe labor of the
bushanubign, and giving guaranty of
& pate and abundant living, lle unused
on every band.

THE CODE CuMNISSION,

The suggestion of the NEwS, made a
conple of weeks ago, that the Lagle-
Jature shouid provide the Biate with a
commesion for the codification, re.
vision and annotation of the exlsting
laws, and to make & roport to lbe next
Lepislature, bas recelved a response,
1n part at least, in the hiil introvuceu
inip the House by Mr. Nye, of 8all
Lake gounty. The matter ia pow
eqnarely bofure the Legislature, and
should receive prompt and careful
attention, tbat the legislutors may
oot et journ watil such s cymmlesion s
proviued for. :

As Mr, Nye's bill now stands, how-
ever, 1t !s tfatally defective in not pro-
viding for a 2ufficiently qualified com.
mlesjon to thoroughly cover the ground
g8 It should be covered. Conclusive
provf on this point is given in the Ter-
ritory’a experlence with the compila.
tion of 1858, when the committee con-
sipted of ss thoroughly capable jJawyers
ae cau be placed obn such A& commie-
sion. The weak poiot then consisleu
in the fact (tat while lawyer-
may wundersiand the law, It cannot
bb reasppubly expected that they are
wellup on all po.ute associated with
the people’s neede. Theretore they
ahpuid be sesociated with pome men ot
otuer gallings in so important s work,

Mr. Nye’s bill provides that the code
commissivn abail be composed o? three
men learned 1o the law, That fs not
sufficic 1. Three abie lawyers would
be bighls valuable to the Sinte on suol
8 commission, yet they are oot sufll-
clent, There shuuld be on puch an
important commilles men who have
some learnlug vulaide of Lh.
legal profession, that tbe revision up-
der its directiob muy be slmoplifieu
and practicaliy applied to lhe needa of
the people through the added experi-
eoce apd information that thess per-
soos would bring. The codifieation ot
the laws.in Ulab requires spmetbiny
mofTe than thelr mere coustraction and
defioition to s legsl mind. As showu
in the pusl, lbere s need for
correpinese, plaioness and sim-
plicity in thelr  literary styie
and otber ways tbat, with all due re-
spect Lo the legal lraternily, does nol
and i# not eiwaye expecled L0 emanute
thereirom.

Another suggestion would be that
all of tne comm 8slun ebouid not he o;
pne politieal varty. Tbe Leglslature
shouid express » view thal, woile toe
mnuj ity party may require the chiel
satlention, yet tbe Goveruur 18 Dot ex-
pecled to voufine himself to ils ranke,
bul muy ¢all on some meu of abnotber
party specially qualitied jor such work.
_Thi» coviticaion and revision is lor
people of aoy or all parijes, apd rcm
{be inception o! the scheme in the law
jtsel?, shouly be punded On that basje,

Let us bavé a bighminded, eapable
code cummiseivn, not confned to the

legal fratarnily or to any olher plass,
political or otherwise, but representa-
tive of the whole people sp far ae
Lracticable, that the .people, indepen-
dent of avocatlon, politice or creed may
have rfull confidence tu ite work bGei g
performed with Hdelity and ability,
and 1o 8 manper thoroughly compre-
hensive of the needs nf all,

FOR 1HE »X1'uslFI)N.

Bome weeksago thefe was s momen-
tary revival of interest In, and an io-

ciplent blsze of enthusiagm conceraing,
the proposed seml-centennial celebra
tlon next year of the settlement of
this valley, by tbe introduction of a
series of resolutlons providing for a
grand inlermounisin exnosition to be
betd in Bajt Liake City 1n 1897, Without
wishing to appear too 1ogQuisitive, we
ahould Jike to ask what has bepome of
tbhe proposition. Oaly about three
weeks of Ltbe leygulaiive seesion re-
main, and for the great project itsel!
tbere 18 not a slogle Jyay more Lhan ik
oeeded in which to make the arrange-
ments on a scale of appropriate magni-
tude,

‘We know there are people who
guestion tbe abiiity of Utals to take
the lead, and the willingness of other
Atates to follow, in such a echeme. Toe
NEwS Is npot ome of the doubters.
Times buve been bard, it is true, and
mouey I8 not yet any too plentiful.
But money is not the only thing neeu-
ed, and our faith is that if we bave the
olber requisites, the casb will he
iortbcomiug slio. Bech an  exposi-
tton Bs this paper bas sadvogaled
would be worth far more thano it
could poesibly cost, and the immediate
returns, we believe, would lully com-
pensate lor every outiay, Lo eay noti.
ing of the good results which, llse
bPreaJd ocast upon the walers, would
return afler maoy days.

Itis about tiwe tbe wouatain states,
of which Ultab isthe unuisputed queen,
were given a change tu show whal
they bave done and can do. It s the
Jauty of the Utah Legislature tv taske
the inillatmry eteps toward waiving
them that chuaoce,

GOYERNMENY UWNERSHIP.

A good many good men who are
also tboroughly posted on politicas
affalre favor tbe exclusive owuoership
uf rajlroads by the goverument, Aw a
parly lenet we do not pare to disouss
the matter, bit considered in the ilght
of & pupular proposition we bave a lew
suxgestions to oder.

‘The totsl valuation of the railways
of the country with toelr attendant
rolliog stork, gronnds and bulldings,
ie fully $10,000,000000. This cuvlossal
«~um, whieb the imperfest intellest of
man In ile best estate gannnt tegin to
traap, Would either bave to be pard or
ihe vovernment wonld have to resort
to conflecation to effect & cbange of
swoershlp. Hurely oo ooe is a0 Josl
lp all sense of legal righte, to
aay nothing of copérete  jus-
tice, 48 te even be wllling for the latter
vlan o be rerorted to, let ajone tv ad.
vocale ily; we thseretfore lurn tothe qute-
‘oo of purchure, apa tbe firat thiung
that auggests itieif 1D such connectlon,
ue o ali similar cases, s s lo where
the m.ney i8 to come Irom. The
nation ls deeply in debt and growing

nomewhat deeper rather than other-
wise, snd the sum pamed represents
ite total jncome for an entire decade;
besides, it has to he kept going and
neede the whole of Its resoutces to do
ity leaving a emell defiglt to be carried
over at the end of each Hscal year he.
sides, Bo,clearly the roade coisid not be
bought and pid for out of gnrrent re-
sourges.” Borrowing has hecome & fre-
quest resort with us, bul where could
such san smocunt or any con:lderable
part of it be ohtained in this way? No
natiop vuder the sun is poesessed of
any great fractlon of it io movable
money; indeed, we terlously question
If s} of them combined coutd raise it,
and if they could they would not gare
to let it go eVen o as good a debt-
paver as the Uolted Btater is nod has
slwayes heen. We might lssus s popular

‘loao, which would be popular for
& very short time only, for so
aoon #8 lhe people learned that

tbey wwure only contributiog toward
the crealion of a buge toountaln of
debt, the princlpal snd Interest of
whbich they wmust pay even while os-
tevelbly receiviog futerest themee!ves,
the “popuiarity™ of the scheme would
cnilapee iike a pricked bubble; besides,
vnly a little of the needed amounnt
would be ralsed under any such clr-
cumstances, Thbe engravivg bureau
mlght be sel t0 work night and day
and lo the couree of thne issue enough
Aat money—i. e., pager nol based on
aoio or values of any kind—to rqual
the figure named; hut suppose the rail-
road people refused Lo take such issues
for their property—as assuredly Lhey
would, coming trom a patlon whbolly
and bopelesr]ly bavkrupt ms thls onc
would be uader such circumstances—
tben wbel? The purchase scheme
wouid undoubtedly, if carried outb at
all, have lo be ‘done by plecemenl,
one road at a time; by this means the
government would immedlstely be-
come a rival io business to its own gltl-
ze 8, and, holding the supreme power
witbia lts hande, could place such citi-
zens at & dlemdvantage by varlous
wesn? whbich ' soy government in-
vested with too much authority is
prone to.

Anotber thlog: The government,
which practically construed means the
sdministration, in full and compiete
ownersbip of ail railway systems in the
country and controlhog all the em-
pioyes Lhervof, would be able to tuc-
ceed itselfl indefinitely, or at least de-
clde me to who ebould suceeed it. The
vast army of men who live by rail-

rond service are 80 distrlbuted
throughout the jand that, agt-
ing tugelber T they coujd

ve made to do by orders ftrom hwead-
gquarters, they would constitute s bal-
ance 0f power whivh wouid awing
overy doubtful state nod many more
iato loe for whomsnever snd whatever
the adminlstration eaw #Hf. It migbt
nut do this, but is there any eouslier-
able clase of people who would care to
try the danserous experiment o! piac-
g within tbe bhuands of the ruling
forces at Washington soy ruch alsrm-
1mgz locrease of powel? We shouls
bope not.

‘There are yet olher obfegtions to the
proposition, such as tne revenue which
the counties through which rallwaya
pass derive ibereirom, tnis being a
very lmporiant -item ino the newer
slutes puritieuiarly; but enough bas
been said for the present.



