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THE DESERET
PpureUre heart that priesthood has power
Wwithth the heavens if a man magnifies
that priesthood the blessings of god
are with him

the first sermon that I1 ever heardbeard in
this church was in 1883 by old father
zera pu lei pher who died in the south
after having lived to be considerably
over eighty years old that sermon
was what I1 had prayed for fromfroin my
childhood when I1 heard it I1 had a
testimony for myself that it was true
I1 receivedreceivect it with every sentiment of
my heart he preached in a school
house upon a farm that we owned I1inD
oswego county new york he
opened the door for any remarks to be
made the house was crowded the
first thing I1 knew I1 stood on top of a
bench before the people not knowing
what I1 got up for but I1 said to mmyy
neighbors and friends 1I want you to
be careful what you say as touching
these men there were two of them and
their testimony for they are servants
of god and they have testified
unto us the truth principles that I1
have been looking for from my child-
hood pl I1 went forth and was baptized
I1 was ordained a teacher I1 was al-

ways sorry that I1 was not a deacon
first for I1 had a desire to bear the
priesthood in its various degrees as far
as I1 was worthy I1 had had a desire
for years not only to hear the gospel
but to have the privilege and power of
preaching it to my fellow men I1 was
a miller by trade and I1 spent many a
midnight hour in the mill calling upon
the lord for light and truth and pray-
ing that I1 might hear the gospel of
christ and be able to teach it to
my fellow men I1 rejoiced in
it when I1 did receive it I1
afterwards went with zions camp
to missouri in the spring of
1834 with the prophet joseph his
brother hyrum and over two hund-
red

bund-
red of the saintssainte of god that was a
great mission tometo me I1 was with the
prophet I1 hadbad read his revelationsrevelation
I1 had read the vision recorded in this
book of doctrine and covenants and
it had given me more light and more
knowledge with regard to the dealings
of god with men than all the revela-
tions I1 bad ever read in the bible or
anywhere else I1 hadbad been taught
that there was one heaven and one
hell and everybody that was not
sprinkled or baptized infants and all
would have to go to hell it made no
difference whether the individual hadbad
committed no wrong if he had not
been received into the church by
sprinklingaprin kling or baptism he would have
to go to hellbell with the murderer with
the whoremonger with the wickedestwick edest
of men on theotherthe other hand every-
body that was sprinkled would go to
heaven no matter if they hadbad never
made a single sacrifice for the gospel
of christ they would have the same
gloryglory as peter james and john who
hadad sacrificed their lives for the
gospels sake that was the kind of
teaching I1 heard in my boyhood I1
did not believe one word of it then
and I1 dont now but this vision of
which I1 speak opened my eyes it
showed me the power of god and the
righteousness of god in dealing with
the human family before 1I saw
joseph I1 said I1 did not care how old
he was or how young he was I1 did
not care how he looked whether hisbis
hair was long or short the man that

advanced that revelation was a prophet
of god I1 knew it for myself I1 first
met joseph smith in the streets otof
kirtland he had on an old hatbat and
a11 dastol in his handband said he brother
woodruff ive been out shooting at a
mark and I1 wanted to see if
I1 could hit anything and says
hebe have you any objection
to it not at all says I1

there I1is no law against a man shoot-
ing at a mark that I1 know
ovof he invited me to his
housebouse he had a wolf skin which he
wanted me to help him to tan he won-
ted

wan-
ted it to sit on while drivingdriling hishia wagon
team now many might have said

you are a pretty prophet shooting a
pistol and tanning a wolf skin well
we tanned it and used it while mak-
ing a journey of a thousand miles
this was my first acquaintance with
the prophet joseph and from that
day until the present with all the
apostacles that we have hadbad sandwithand with
all the difficulties and afflictions we
have have been called to pass through
I1 never saw a moment when I1 hadha a any
doubt with regard to this work I1
have bad no trial about this while
the people were apostatizing on the
right band and on the left and while
apostles were urging me to turn
against the prophet joseph it was no
temptation to me to doubt this work or
to doubt that joseph smith was a
prophet of god

As I1 have said while holding the
office of teacher I1 went to missouri in
zions camp after arriving in mis-
souri having gone through many
alsandtritrials and tribulations and suffering
from cholera which caused us to lay
in the grave fifteen of our brethren we
stayed at brother lyman tle
while at lyman I1 attended
council meetings with the prophet
with david whitmer with oliver
Cowdercowderyyandaud other leading brethren
of the church david W ditmer was
the president of thefhe stake of zion
brother joseph reproved him very
sharply as well as some of the other
brethren because of their lack in ful-
filling the commandments of god and
doing their duty while at that
place I1 had a great desire in my heart to
go and preach the gospel I1 went off
one sunday night by myself into a
hickory grove several hundred yards
from the settlement and I1 asked the
lord to open the door for me that I1
might go and preach the gospelgopel I1
did not want fo preach the gogospelpel for
any honor I1 might get on this earth
for I1 thoroughly understood as far as a
man could in my condition what a
preacher would have to pass through
it was not honor nor wealth nor gold
nor silver that I1 desired but I1
knew this was the gospel of christ
revealedetoto me by the power of god I1
knew this was the church of christ I1
knew joseph smith was a prophet of
goundgod andnd I1 hadbad a desire that I1 might
preach that gospel to the nations of the
earth I1 asked the lord to give me
that privilege the lord answered
that prayer and said I1 should have my
desire granted I1 got up rejoicing I1
walked about two hundred yards out in
the open road and when I1 got into the
roadload there stood judge higbee says
hebe brother woodruff the lord has
revealed to me that it is your duty to be
ordained to go and preach the gospel
says 1I has he yesyea well 91

saysbays I1 if the lord wants me to preach
the gospel I1 am perfectly willing to go
and do that I1 did not tell him I1 had
been praying for this the conse-
quence was I1 attended a council at
lyman wight and was called and
ordained to the office of a priest in the

priesthood while other breth-
ren were ordained elders I1 was
called by bishop partridge to go to the
southern countrycoultry on a mission bishop
partridge asked me a great many
questions and I1 asked him questionsone
it was then dangerous for any of our
brethren to go through jackson coun-
ty he wanted me to go to arkansas
and the road led square through jack
son county I1 asked him if we should
go through there 1 I hadbad a companion
with me an elder saysbays he if yoyouQ
have got faith to do it you may I1

1 1I thought that was a curious
remark from a bishop tk wellW ell saysgays
I1 the lord says we must travel with-
out purse or scrip shall we do it 4
says he that is the law of god ifyou have got faith to do it you can do
it he said he had hardly got faith
to go into jackson county however
we started and went through jack-
son county we came near los-
ing our lives and were saved almost by
a miracle we traveled through ar
kansas and other parta

but I1 do not want to dwell on these
things I1 merely wish to saymay that 1
went out as a Priestpriest and my compan-
ion as an elder and we traveled thou-
sands of miles and had many things
manifested to us I1 beshe to impress
upon you the fact that it doesdees not makeany difference whether a man is ILapriest or an Apostleapostle if be magnmagnifies1 flea hiscalling A priest holds the ofthe ministering of angels never inilkmy life as an apostle as a seventy
or as an elder have I1 ever hadbad more
of the protection of the lord thanwhile holding the office of a priest A

the lord revealed to me by visions 3

by revelations and by the holy spirit I1
many things that lay before roeme 5

I1 was oneonce moved upon to go andwwarnarn old fathfathere r hakemanhakeman living on I1pettyjohnpetty john creek arkansas he hadbeen in jackson county during thehepersecution period his wife died therehisie farally consisted of five sons allaaover six feet tall most of them haahad
been whipped with hickory gads by
mobs and he went south into arkans-as taking his sons with him we
went a good deal out of our way forthe purpose of father hakeman I1 had a Avision8io D the Dnightight prepprore

in which was manifested to mome
the trouble that layjay before us but thatthe lord would deliver us we arrived athisbis house on sunday morning he waswafttaking breakfast we had had break-
fast at the place where we stayed ovetovernight I1 saw a book of mormon on hisshelf he did not seem to payay any
attention to us or to take any interest in usUP I1 took up ade book ofofamormon and said you have avery good book here J yes saidBAN
hebe it but it is a book that came from the
devil that opened my eyes heae
had been an elder he had been inzion he had been persecuted there and
driven out but I1 found that he harhad
apostatized and he was our enemy
I1 sw he would jodo anything he could
against us we left him and went to
brother hubbardhubbarddHubbardsIs and stayed wwithta
him three weeks during which we


