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November I 1891I
t spent an evening thl week with the

Vice President of tine United State
My list Interview ulili him was held lion

j Sear ago I MM smut to suit on a
trip around the world l and he gave me

Inlets to ids friend Gov llubbiird our
minister to Japan AtI that time Mr

f Stevenson WAS assistant postmaster
general Now he Is Vice President of

i the United States He stands within
one of being the chief executive of the

t nation and the chances of life and death
Are such that he may be the most im-

portant man In the United State within
tine next fourcars I believe President
Cleveland to be well but tho thrill that
meat over tine union stew months ago
when It was reported that he neat ulllict

CJi with a cancer Impressed upon the
people the fact that Presidents are not
Immortal and the question ni to the
character of Gen Stevenson was upper-

most In every thinking mon mind
What kind of a man Is tine Vice Ircsl
dent of the United Stales Itow dOtS

he look act and talk What ore ins

Ideas upon public questions These nre
some of the Interesting queries which I

hear from time to time In my travels
about the country I cannot answer
them better titan by giving a running
description of my chat with him tart
night

TIIK vice IXEJIDCNT AT HOME

The Vice President lives at the Kbbitt
lHouse lHe has pleasant rooms In ono

ol the corners of tits big motel end In-

cinto be found here almost every evening
with his family about dim lie Is

domestic his tastes and he spends his

evenings at home There tIs no red tape
about getting to him You send up
your card and a moment later you are
told to walk right up

You knock at tine doorJ It end
a giant of a men III

vou whim a
hearty shake of the hand Vice Presi-
dent Stevenson IIs one of the big men
among our statesmen lie is nix beet

two In file atockipge sod he lu more
titan la uhundnt pmdnxls IIc statnle
assirautht niHNutwrgUn plume In hi-

iwhshei pools and hit bir blonde hold
li hemmed to hu broad shoulders by a
strong trio neck Iha arms and legs
are long III chest is breed sad full
and his shoulders are well thrown tuck
Ithis complexion Itctaa and he looks
like a man whose blood Is pure and
who Inunes nut that he ties aitom ch
1I tie Vice President hAt A magnihcenl
head It made me tin k ol that ol-

Illmarck It had the um broad toil
lorehead and the sane heavy Iran law
The Inuuchc which lions out run
under his big nose lis about as hoary as
that of the great German statesmenI

trot It Is ol a golden co or whiteI thai of-

llunurck
I

by the furnace ol many sum-
mers had melted In m Us iron gray Into
Ifrosted silver Ilismuck has blue eyes
Vice President Stevenson eyes ate not
blue but they are smaller than those of
his German counterpart They are
like leis eyes however and Ihey look
straUht at > on ns you talk lo their
owner changing lIn exprenslon as the
Vice Presidents thoughtsI Is serious or
the reverse Now the brow over them
Is corrugated andl time rim are full of
thought Gen Stevenson thinking of
the tarlll and he IIs gMng you Into Ideas
ns to the dlscusiton of silver Now the
corners ol them are wrinkled with lun
and Ihe cC till with laughter the Vice
President IIs Illusltatinis ins po nl by
sonic good story He has as many
stone us had Abraham Lincoln and he
Is lull of dry wit He Ilikes to Illustrate
ins rwlntsI by stones and Ibe Is one of
time best alter dmner sptaker of the
west He Is a good speaker on the

Is one of time hew candi-
dateIIIleh Vice Presidency who hove
cm gone before tine people He made
one hundred speeches last fall and he-

addresses l big audiences in twelve
doubtful Kates The Vice President is
n man of action Hi whole Ufa has
been filled with romance and It Is llscll
a good story

Let me glue you comethlng of It which
I gathered by numrOIl tuestions from
the Vice President hlntll

tin ANCESTRY
I asked as to his ancenlry Gen

Stevenson replied Die Stevensone
come of Scotch Irish stock My peopls
came to this country long before the
revolution and settled lIn Maryland and
Pennsylvanli They drifted from here

nuih lu Hi tarollnas and thence on in

lokinturky I win you know born In
Kentucky mid I moved with my father
from Kentucky to Illinois Si t

had
teas a farmer or planter He the
natural blood of the pioneer In hint and
he came from North Carolina Into
Kentuiky and IM tin stale fined up he

sold out and went on to Illinois This
was In I8J1

roil IIINURKD MUM IN A WAOON

Do yon remember the Journey
a krdYts

I remember all the Incidents of
It Itpllel the Vice Irnidenl was

n etxlern veaMulcl at the time We
had a our gosh rucked In canvas
ruvfiml wagons and I drove use or the
teams the juurnry front Lafiyelle-
Kv tu llli miiinloii III was bnl 400-

mllr and yuu colt KO Hum one place tu
Ihe tatter now In lless nun a day I-

IIk lit three weeks lu nuke it by
gun and when wr not lo Illoommic

lint wt found there a town ol only a few
Ihunilrril people The Illinois Lentral

railroad wa thus lhenna built but II had
not ttt leAched Ll inli loii My father
aiaritd a mutter mill and I helped him
by hen tug the lugs

Vherr were educated general
My toile Ra

gays were spent In Ixjtli
Illinois and Kentucky replied In tree
PrnldemI I worked my way through
college sent first went lo the Vesteya-
nUouerruy

l

al my home IlliKiminiiliin I

then went lo toiler Ln Irge at Ojinillr-
Ky Ilililsllin sonic s hoot at which
the IlreckinriilKM were uUucnled and
Senator Jon IIt ackburn ua there at time

same time tineI school has had a mini
tier ol dutlngulshed nun Senator Vest
was among its students Justice Marian
gut Iris education there and among
other nudenls who afterward became
iruniinent were Gov MiCrearyI now
in the house of Representative and

0 v Ilruwn whoI Is nun the chief cue
olive ol Kentucky

HOW ONX soy OaT AN EDUCATION

You ay you workedl your way
through college general low did you
woke the money1 I asked-

In different ways replied the Vice
PrenldenU I taught during acatlon
and at one time I remember I received
twentylive dollars a month and boarded
around and at other times IIfl school
for the winter and took n turn at lea h
tog It didnt cost so much to go to
college alI that time as now I remem-
ber paid f i 50 a week for my room
end board and other thing were pro-
portionately cheap Alter leaving
schoolI I went back to Illoonnngton and
studied law and when I started to
practice I mad Jut fat worthI of
books and very title else My first law
case was before a justice of time peace
and my fee was live dullard This
scims very little now but It paid my
lx ard bill for two weeks and It was Itwo
months before got another case I

managed however to make more than
my eipensea during my rat year at time

law and had continued to practice
rum that time to tints would be much

better oft In pocket than 10m
TilE LINCOLN DOVOLAd CAMPAIGN

When did you Gut be com Interest-
ed In politics

I cant remember when I was not In-

terested In politics replied the Vice
President I remember the political
campaigns Kentucky and may at
that limo have had an ambition lo boa
Kentucky legislator I dont know My
first work In politics was in the campaign
of 1850 when Douglas and Lincoln
were running against each other IIIr the

I
United States Senatt I was a friend of
Douglas during that lampaign and I

poke In his avor I remember the
discussion and arguments of that time
as though they had been uttered In the
Senate yesterday The great question
was tut power ol contres over eta v er
In the territories and the wisdom ol the
repeat of the Mitftoun compromise I
ww an earnest advocate of the election
ol Stephen A Dnuglav and I then fully
believed hd position roll a correct one
Subsequent events have clearly demon-
strated iht the repeat ol Ihe Missouri
cumprombe wes tar Irum MinI a woe
measure Tine Lincoln Douglas cam-
paign however was i ne ol llie greatest
of our history The speethe which
llncolnmade during U hadl no doubt
much to do with his being elevated to
time proildcnc

What did you think of Abraham
IJneuinr-

II admired him then and I now con-
sider him one 01 the greatest men and
grettetl Ilrtldenti we have ever had I
lent lproudl tint knew him and the tact
that he belonged tu a diflerent party
from me does nol warp judgment of
his character I ornerate hit memory
AllI do that of Wavlilnitton Washing
ton Innlongrll to a dnlerent patty from
mine llo was you know a lretltrihst
and tin Democratic party was not reel
ltorn until the dabs ol Jeffersons presi-
dency

UIIAT A MICR FltMIMMT CAN DO

The conversation then turned lo the
United Stale Senate and I asked tine
Vice President whether there was not
sumo way In which he could control
delutw mid prevent such a situation al
has been In tmttenca a greater part of
the fall He rephrd

receive numbers of letters asking-
me that question Some men want to
know why I do not slop the silver die
cuHlon Kdltors end me marked copies-
of newspaixrs directing me how to act
They do not understand my position
My power Is clearly outlined In the
Constitution and In the rules of the
Senate The code which prevails < lo
Is made up of taws and precedent
which extend over ilghtyseven years of
legislative procedun Thee are no
more to be changed br me than are the
laws to be changed by a Judge of a
court Suppose a lodge nhould say I

dont believe that law Is right and I
wont allow that statute to enter Into
this case It would be Ihe tame II I

shouldt In theI Senile
Irrespective ofIIIoCt do otherwise
would be revolutionary took an oath
to administer the laws of the Senate
and 1 mace to act according to them nod
lo nothing else

A ORD FOR TIIK MINORITY

Again the Vice President went on-

nit Is a question ns to whether the peo-
ple are not unreasonable In their de-

mands upon the Senate These men
represent great states and they have to

fuallir honestlyI believe to be right
their own people and the

Union believe Ihey arohonett The
Senate Is a conservative body and It IIs
lair that thoI minority should have a
show It Is as Senator Turple calls It
time asylum of the minority and one of
the safeguards of legislation tie In that
fact It Is a Ilarge body There ate
eightyeight Senators and each has the
right lo speakand when treat questions
like those we ore now discussing come
before It It needs Ihe combined wisdom
of the whole tu decide them

woes HE TIIINkl Or Till SBNATC

Is not Ihe Senale rather a social club

thin a hard worklnt legislative body
Mr Preildemr tasked

No replied dime Stevenson It
lias its socialI elementsI It is true and
most of the members composing it are
men of great octal qualities Jlut Ihe
Senate Is body ol business
nun Illsi mode up of broad gauge
men nearly every one of whom ha
made himself A great name In his own
slate and alt of whom are men of
strength and character There ore Sena-
tor on both sides of Ihe chamber who
would haw made great reputations in
almost any meld and as lo the general
cyclone I dont believe there Is a
stronger body of public mei In the world
today than tine Senate of the United
slate
Till SENATR COttp5LO whit TIIOt-

0or Ttla rUT
Ilow does the Senate of today com-

pare with those of our past history I
Ithink II IIs equal to any we have

ever hadI replied the Vice President
We may have no giants like Calhuun

Webster or Clay but the average Is
higher the men are broader better
educated and Ihe range of subjects
which they have to discuss Is wldr and
deeper than Ihoso which laud ulna Sena-
tors of the past The questions which
are now lo be decided by the United
States Senate demand a well equipped
mind They ere nut abstractI questions
beginning and ending In tine theories ol
government They ore business ques-
tion and upon the decision nl them de-

pends the welfare of an empire When
the Pint Senate met we had j 000000
people In the Union end the country
mcr whicht they IcgMated was a narrow
strip running up and down the Atlantic
mast Now w 0 have nearly twenty live
Unit as many people and weave boundl

bv the Pacific We have a country of
vest resource divided Into sections
each of which Ins its own Interests and
the government must be for the good of
the whose We hive an enormous re-

venue to raise When lluchanan was
1renldent one of the chief arguments
against ink administration was the Im-

mense expenditure which it made It
took Jjoooo lo pop Its bills Now-
we spend over klaoonomoevcry year to
run the government

WILL Till fMON LAST

Does not this growth tend to dies
lotion Mr Vice President I asked

Will not our countryI
and people even-

tually become sotlchand so great that-
It will be divided Inlosccllons Wllllhe
Union continue

Ithink the Union will last said the
Vice President though In Ihecenlurlcs
to come who can tell Our chief safety
ties In the patriotism of our people Wo
ore at the bottom a nation of patriots
and want to see this put of our nature
developed to the full Yes I am In tavor
of 1ourth July celebrationst I

IIwant
all time national nolldiys we can have
In Ihe future we will have our trouble
but this lovo of country added lo a
good government and a noel Consti-
tution will be our salvation

Ilow about the anarchists
There Iis no danger Ironi them They

form drop In the bucket of our national
blur Ve Jo not fur them Iubltc
opinion IIs greater than parties and the
moment anarchists threaten our In-

stitutions a public sentiment will arise
which will result In Ihe destruction of
whatever Imperils our free Institutions

roLITICS NOT CORRUPT

Is there not danger front the cor-
ruption which elxsls In our politics

I dont think much corruption exists

in politics today replied Vu VrcM
dent Stevenson I supposi there Ih
some but if so it Is found chklly in
the large sties PoliticsI are purer now
than they have ever been and they ate-
growing better In every way from year
lo I ear Our cities ore growing better
Vices being controlled end tins Is an
age of churches and charlllei Millions
are now spent In education where UKHIS

ands were not know n n few
rg Institutionsr

I u lo
for the betterment of the people end we
are making giant stride In time right di-

rection It is Ihe same in politic The
people have an Idea that there Is cor-
ruption and bribery mere In Congress II
woo lour years In Ihe lower house and
have had large acquaintance with mem-
bers of Congress I hive never heard-
of a member who had hell npp ached
In that way aud I do not know ol one
to whom you would dare to offer a bribe
Look Jack over our Instor What
laws hive ever passed liv corruption

There Is the Credit Mob Heri illI

Ye replied tine Vice President
and that IIs lime exception that proves

hue rule And look at Us results It
was the political grave of every man
wino had anything do with It A case
happened many ears ago in which u
Congressman was expelled for selling a
West Point cadetship At present there
Is little If any corruption abut the
CapitolI Think of Ihe hundreds of
of millions which have to be disposed of
by Congress Think of the billions
which are affected by legislation and It
IIs one of the wonders of history that
Congress Is so pure I do nut believe
tint there is another legislators
one hundredI I jean old whichI can show
such a clean legislative record as can
the United StateaSenale and our IHouse
of Keprcsentallv No polities are not
growingI worse They are growing
belter

VOUSa liEN AVI POLITICS

Would you advise ayount man to
adopt politic as a professionrlheNo I would not replied Vice
President lave profession of
politics as has tll JollI believe how-
ever that every young man should take
an Interest In politics twcry American
should know what his country Is how it-

Is governed and take put In Us govern
mini If he does not ha shirks IIds duty
and sponge as It were ofT of ins fe-
llowmen An to political leaders I
sometimes think Ihey are torn and not
made Some men naturallyt I take lo tints

management of their fellows and such
nuke good politicians The game of
poliltcls an Interesting a fascinating-
one and the nan vvluplay It best be-

come known ns ttatramen IInn that
exSpeaker Reed of Maine defies the
worn statesman ns n ohlicnan
who IIs dead Ho Is lo A certain extent
right

ACOlNTKY LIFE roe lIOn
You were brought up on a farm

general Who do you think of farm life
for boys Would v one av In a boy lo bo
born upon n farm

I dont know said Ihe Vice Pretl
dent with a laugh If A boy could de-

cide
¬

where he tIs to be born the farm Ib-

as Rood a place as any I sometime
think It Is belter than the city A
farmer lioy comes Into close contact
with nature lie gets strength by hav-
ing lo against line elements Pure
nirand hard work Rive him good mus-
cles and he starts Sic with purer blood
and better brains As to his charact r
tints depends pore upon his home train
Ingthan anything else IIf Im hIS the
rlghl kind of lamely surroundings there

=
is little more danger of his going asirlty
In the city than in the country

MINER AND TIIR TARinr
I here anked Vice Iresident Slevensoito give me his leas as to Ihe tariff andthe silver questions He laughingly referret me lo his letter of acceptance in

which he Mid Inns view had been ex
pressed In full and approved by more
than five million den at the time of
tine tate election His position on bothquestions Is well known He bellevts
in titlir reform and he thinks that thereshould be a dollars worth of told andeuvee In every coin that Is inirLed wuithe name of a dollar He unquesllon
ably would like to Me both gold and
silver used as mone and he believe
that every dollar in limeI United Stalest
whether gold silver or paper should be-

an honest dollar and that all of our
dollars should be of equal and cxchant I
able value and of equal pur hue pow r
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