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Morse signals 13% mlles, balloons be«
Ing used to raise the end econductors
1,000 feet in the air. The slgnals were
thus transmitted about 70 times the
basge line, but Marconl, in experiments
at Spezia, has sent them 500 times the
length of the base line. Prof. Ollver J.
Lodge has taken the first steps toward
synchronizing the transmitting and
recelving instruments, causing them
to respond only to waves of the perlod
to which they are turned. Prof.
Thompson believer we may develop
the conditlon or induction methods so
as to communicate between England
and India or Cape Colony much more
cheaply than by submarine cable, but
doubts whether—on account of the
earth*s curvature—it would be prac-
ticable to cover such distances by any
wave method.

“"Promethee,” deviged by M. Theo-
dore Jewler, s a new safety explosive,
consisting of two portions, a solid and
a liquid, both of which are stable and
non-explosive, and may be transported
without danger. The solid, which is
filled Into permeable cartridge papers,
is made up of chlorate of potash, man-
ganese dioxide and ferric oxide. When
the cartridges are to be used, they are
steeped for ten or twelve minutes In a
mixture of petroleum, turpentine and
bitter almond oile, and they may then
be exploded by an ordinary detonator.
On drying the unused cartridges be-
come again non-explosive. It s claimed
that the disruptive effect in mines it
at least equal to that of dynamite, and
that the new explosive may be uged
without risk of setting fire to inflam-
mable gases. The sole active ngents
are the oxygen of the solids and the
hydrocarhons of the olls,

A LOOK AT OURSELVES

No character I8 guite so Interesting
to thoughtful Englishmen as the
Americans; it is s0 like our own yet
go unlike, 80 complex and yet so sim-
ple, s0 Intellgble and yet so rull of un-
expected turns. They are os difficult
to depict as Englishmen seem to for-
elgners, and if we try to do it it {s with
a full consclousness that after our best
efforts many facety of the store will
still remain undescribed. But for two
peculiarities which are universal and
deep enough profoundly to modify
eharacter, we¢ should say that the
Americans, as a nation , more closely
rescmble the English in Ireland than
any other people In the world.

The long contest with enemies, with
nnture, with circumstances, has brea
fn them the inner hardness and inci-
pacity of ylelding to oppesition which
that peculiar caste derives from Iis
long habit of keeplng down superior
numbers and exacting from them trih-
ute. There ls dourness somewhere in
every American, a ‘hard pan,”as they
say themselves, to which If you get
down there is no further progress to he
made. You must crush it to -powder or
retreat, and nine times out of ten re-
treat Js found to be the easier course.
The American character rests, in fact,
on R granite substratum, which has
been the origin of their success, and
will give them the mastery of the
‘Western hemisphere. It 1z not merely
the English doggedness, though It
doubtiess had ijts root In ft; it Is a
quality which enables its possessor to
go on whatever happens, to charge, as
it were, Instead of merely standing to
receive the assault. It s, in fact, if we
are to be minute, doggedness made
fiery by an infusion of hope, of A sang-
uineness which you would never ex-
pect from an American’'s face—that,
owing to some c¢limatic pecullarity, 18
usnally carewnrn, especlaliy In the
East—hut which colors hls very blood.

We never met an American 1n our

lives who did not believe he shouldl

lows, also, that belng inwardly con-

“worry through™ any trouble on hand,tent to work with himself, and having

and reach at last the point desiveq,
however distant It might seem to be.
Like the Anglo-Irishman, also, the
American has a quick sense of the in-
congruous; he perceives the comicality
alike of thlngs and persons, and he
has a habit of pointlng that out with
a reserve shrewdness which has alwaya
the effect of, and sometimes really 1,
mordant humor. Like the Anelo-Trish
too, the American has a strong sense ol
pergonal dignlty; he cannot bear to be
belittled, and !s, If anything, oversensu.
tive on the score of his individual
claims to respect His pride Is not the
glacial pride of the Englishman, who at
heart hold the man who offends him to
be a boor for dolng it. and would as
soon quarrel with a cabman as with
him but i{s a growing pride, quick, per-
haps overoulcli to resent Insult and to
imagine wrong. Add to these tralts an
almost infinite depth of inner kindnesns
80 long as there is no provocation and
no resistance from Inferiors, and you
have the Anglo-Irish character on 1ts
strong sides. and that is also the Amert-
can, about as efliclent a character as
the world presents to our view.

He ean fight or he can bargain; he
ean bujld or he ean diplomatize; and,
when doing any of these things, he gen-
erally eontrives to come out at the top,
with perhaps just a glance around to
see that the high place out of which he
emerges with unmoved countenanee han
heen noticed by the world around. We
should ndd, for it is characteristic,
though perhaps it is of little import-
ance, that the manner of a well-brea
Ameriean s usually, and, allowing for
individual ldlosynerasies. almost exact-
ly that of a well-bred Anglo-Trishman
—courteous and kindly with a touch of
intended grace, and with a certaln
patience ag of one accustomed to other
men's folly—which is not English at all,
that is the testimony of all mankind. to
the Englishman’s great perplexity—but
the American’s patience and that of the
Anglo-Irishman leave & senpation. not
always fully justified, of friendllness.
There are & hundred Lord Dufferins In
America.

The American has, however, as we
anid, two pecullarities which differen-
tinte him from all mankind. We should
not call him a happy man exactly, hut
he [# an incurably cheerful one. The
weight of the dozen atmospheres which
press down the Englishman s off the
American’s spirit. He does not expest
to find arnywhere persons superior to
himself; hée thinks he c¢nn make, in-
atead of oheying, etiquettes; he sees no
reason, unless, indeed, he i8 a candi-
dlate for his maunlcipality or for Con-
press, for profesging to he anything
but what he Is. He is quite contented
as to his past, and quite satisfied that
the future will go his way. He lives
mainly In the present, but ap the past
was good and the future will be better.
the present will do very well for the
time being. If no one hasg affronted
him he has no quarrel with nny
one, but is dispgeed to look on all men
with an appreciative gmile, as being all
equally creatures of Allah, poor crea-
tures some of them, no doubt, but still
crentures, He takes life as It comes, in
fact, with little concerm whether any
body takes it differently, and with a
complete admission, not only from the
lipg but from the heart, that it takes
a good many sorts of men to make unp
a  world. The conviction of enquallty
with all men has taken the social Ad-
get out of him, and given him an inner
gense of ense and tranqullity never
quite nbsent even when hls external
manner seems awkward or constrained.

It follows that he is always ready to
try anything, and that the English ldea
of living In a proove sarems to him
confined and small, a waste of the fac-
ultleg that God has glven. And 1t fol-

a whele continent to work in, he jg
seidom 80 thorough as the Englishman
is satified with knowing many thingé
less completely than the Englishman
knows one, and has for intellectug]
temptation, always provided that the
task before him la not machine mal.
ing. a certain shallowness.

The kind of man who is leaat like ap
Amerlcan is the kind of man about the
Britlsh museum, who knows upon some
one subject nearly ali there is to know
and can tell you almost to a f00t where
all that remains to be known will yujgj.
mately be found. We doubt If the
American is fuller of resource than the
Epglishman,who genernlty has hig plan
at least; but he i8 much qulcker |p
brinzing hig wits to bear,and much legs
disposed to let any habltude of ming
stand for & moment in his way, Jp
fact, though the Amercan, like every
other of his sons of Eve, is clothed §n
habits, he wears them with singular
"“iehtness, and if his sense of pPropriety
would permit, would on the smalest
provocaton cast them all awny. There
are only two exceptions to thnt with
nn American, his religlon and the Con-
stitution of the United States, Those
two are not habfts at all In the Carly.
lean sense, but outter and {nner skina.:

There remains the strongest and
strangest pecularity of all, which al-
ready differentiates the American com-
pietely from the Englishman ang a
hundred years hence will make of him
an entlrely separate being. The
American I8 a nervous man in the senge
In which doctors who study constitu-
tlon use that word. He i5 not neuro-
tic, no man less =0, and is probably gg
brave ng any man Hving,but his nerves
respond mare quickly to his brain than
those of nny other human being. He
feels strongly and he feels everything
We are inclined to suspect that the
condition of 80 many Americans ra-
sembles the condition of over-tralned
men or horses, and that activity of
brain continued for generations is in-
jurious tn a dry climate to bodily
health. Be the cause what {t may
the American ls liable to be exclted. -
and his excitement, which s.omeume,;
shows Itself In bursts of tremendous
energy, sometimes in fits of gayety
and sometimes in almost Incurable
melancholia, constantly wears him out.
It I8 the greatest distineton hetween
him and the more stolid Englishman
or rather between him and the o]deni
of English colonists, the Anglo-Trish-
man. ®

Evanston, Wyo., Press: A row
might have proved dipastrous to :235
eral patriotic citizens of this dity, was
narrowly averiged last night by the
timely Interference of Martin Cleary,
the bartender at the Rocky Mountain
hotel. Aa far as could be learned a
man by the name of Lopaz (not Lopez
had repigtered himself as a guest of
that hosteiry, and dfter the usual crowd
had congrecated In "the bar room: late
last evening, Frank Easton accosted

paz in a slurring manner, intimat-
ing that he was not a countryman or
bis linkipg, ete. Lopaz scemed to think
that Elaston was !mplying that he was
1 8panjard and not a Mexlcan, and

mmediately took them up, and in a
forcihle manner, pulllng a long, black
looking dirk from his boot leg nhe
made for Easton and threatened to
carve his wizen. After an unsue-
cesaful lunge with his knife, Martin
Cleary caught him. and, holding hfm
fakt. the other occupants of the bar
room * disarmed him and no damage
was done, But the Mexican suc-
ceeded in Impressing upon the minds
of the participants that even a Mexican
would resent such an insult as being
called a Spaniard. 2



